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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

NHS: Religious Practice 
Colin Challen: To ask the Secretary of State for Health how much of the NHS budget 
has been spent on (a) (i) chaplaincy and (ii) other religious services for each faith and (b) 
other similar non-faith services. [282818] 

Phil Hope: National health service bodies are not required to report their planned 
or actual spending on chaplaincy and related services to the Department. When 
planning such services, NHS bodies should take due account of their legal duties, 
the composition of the communities they serve, and the needs and circumstances 
of their patients, service users and local populations. 
The Department's guidance for the NHS is set out in ‘NHS Chaplaincy: Meeting 
the Religious and Spiritual Needs of Patients and Staff’ (November 2003). A copy 
has been placed in the Library. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/text/90630w00
22.htm#09063073000019  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Middle East 
Mr. Eric Illsley (Barnsley, Central) (Lab): What recent assessment [the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs] has made of the political situation in the 
middle east; and if he will make a statement. [282692] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (David 
Miliband): The UK continues to support a two-state solution in the middle east. 
We urge the parties involved and the Arab world to continue to build on the Arab 
peace initiative as the best basis for establishing long-term regional peace. We 
urge Israel to implement a complete freeze on settlement construction in line with 
its roadmap commitments, and we call on all Palestinians to be prepared to 
engage in peaceful negotiations with Israel. Facilitating peace in the middle east 
will remain a top priority for this Government, alongside developing the institutions 
of a Palestinian state. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/text/90630w0022.htm#09063073000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/text/90630w0022.htm#09063073000019
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Mr. Illsley: …Will my right hon. Friend maintain a commitment to persuading the Israeli 
Government to accept the idea of a Palestinian state? Does he accept, however, that if 
that state is too bound in by conditions and a commitment to retain settlements it will be 
absolutely unacceptable to the Palestinian authorities and the international community? 

David Miliband: I maintain that commitment very strongly. The Government’s 
position is very clear: a two-state solution must be based more or less on the 1967 
borders, Jerusalem should be the capital of both Israel and Palestine, and there 
needs to be a fair settlement of the refugee questions. That is at the heart of 
securing any stability, never mind security or justice, for Palestinians—and, I 
argue, for Israelis too. That is why it will remain at the heart of our policy. … 

Sir Gerald Kaufman (Manchester, Gorton) (Lab): As soon as this Question Time is over, 
will my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary contact his Israeli counterpart about the 
civilian ship, the Spirit of Humanity, aboard which is a constituent of mine? Its cargo of 
medical and humanitarian supplies was thoroughly inspected by the port authorities 
before it left Larnaca yesterday, but the vessel is now surrounded by Israeli warships in 
international waters. The Israeli forces have disabled the ship’s equipment, have 
threatened to fire on the ship and have now boarded it. Will he insist to the Israeli 
authorities that they desist immediately from these blatant violations of international law? 

David Miliband: I shall certainly follow up my right hon. Friend’s question; he 
mentioned the issue to me on the way in to the Chamber. If the contact has not 
been made already, it will be made as soon as Question Time is over. It is 
obviously vital that all states respect international law, including the law of the sea. 
It is also important to say that we deplore the interference by the Israeli navy in the 
activities of Gazan fishermen, which has been brought to my attention on previous 
occasions. Resolution 1860 was clear about the basis of peaceful progress in 
respect of Gaza, and we are determined to uphold all of its aspects. … 

Mr. David Winnick (Walsall, North) (Lab): While …at last we have an American 
President who recognises the suffering and the plight of the Palestinian people, is it not 
unfortunate that this wretched Israeli Administration continue to build illegal settlements 
in defiance of international law? What action is going to be taken by the leading powers 
over what Israel is doing? 

David Miliband: The position of the Government on settlements is clear—
settlements are illegal under international law and a major blockage to peace in 
the middle east on the basis of a two-state solution. Reports are coming through 
that the Israeli Ministry Of Defence yesterday granted permission for 50 new 
housing units at the Adam settlement, which we completely deplore. This is the 
worst possible time for new settlements to be initiated or for construction to be 
started. We are at a vital moment as the new American Administration come to a 
decision about how they will prosecute their commitment to a two-state solution, 
and the call for a settlement freeze is clear and wholehearted. 

Mr. David Lidington (Aylesbury) (Con): Does the Foreign Secretary agree that it will be 
hard to build trust and peace in the middle east while hundreds of thousands of people in 
Gaza are still without sanitation, adequate medicine or the materials that they 
desperately need to begin reconstruction? What action are the British Government taking 
to find ways to allow supplies into Gaza in order to end what the International Committee 
of the Red Cross described a couple of days ago as an “unending cycle of deprivation 
and despair”? 

David Miliband: I am very glad that the hon. Gentleman continues to draw 
attention to the Gaza issue, because so do we. The danger is that Gaza gets left 
behind in discussions of a peace plan or peace process. On Friday at the G8 
meeting, I made a point of saying that the UK believed that we could not pursue a 
Gaza-last policy, that practical help in Gaza was essential—our £46 million of aid 
is just a part of that—and that adherence to the call of the UN Security Council 
resolution for an immediate opening of the crossings is in the interests of all right-
minded people in thinking through how we can build any kind of solution or trust, 
to repeat the word that the hon. Gentleman used, in the middle east. 
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Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): My right hon. Friend has been very 
clear about the Government’s position on Israeli settlements. President Obama, in his 
Cairo address, made it clear that Israeli settlements on the west bank have to stop. On 
26 June, the G8 too was entirely clear that Israeli settlements on the west bank have to 
stop, but they are still carrying on, so perhaps the key question is: what can the 
international community do to ensure that Israel implements in practice its obligations 
under international agreements? 

David Miliband: That is indeed a key question—or the key question. Defence 
Minister Barak is in Washington or New York today for talks with former Senator 
Mitchell. That is a key part of the engagement between the United States and 
Israel in preparation for further development of the American peace plan. We 
should see how those talks go, but my hon. Friend is absolutely right to say that a 
settlement freeze is now universally recognised as absolutely key to progress. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/debtext/90630-
0002.htm#09063049000024 

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions 
T4. [282715] Mr. Hugo Swire (East Devon) (Con): Three armoured vehicles financed 
by the UK taxpayer destined for use by the UN in Gaza have been refused entry. 
Ludicrously, they have incurred more than £40,000 in storage charges at an Israeli 
customs depot. What discussions has the Foreign Secretary had with the Israeli 
Government about getting that situation resolved? 

David Miliband: The hon. Gentleman raises an important point. I raised precisely 
this issue with Foreign Minister Lieberman when he came to London six or seven 
weeks ago. I understood that there had been some progress, but on the basis of 
the question that the hon. Gentleman has asked, I shall be happy to write to him 
as soon as possible to give him the latest position. He is absolutely right to say 
that the vehicles are needed for humanitarian delivery purposes. They are 
essential, they are from the British taxpayer, and there is no reason why they 
should not be taken out of their compound and delivered as soon as possible. 

Ms Karen Buck (Regent's Park and Kensington, North) (Lab): Neither the Palestinian 
people nor the middle east peace process are well served by divisions among the 
Palestinian voices. Does my right hon. Friend agree that the failure to respond to the 
humanitarian crisis and the desperate need for reconstruction in Gaza are doing exactly 
what is not in the interests of the Israeli Government either—fuelling militancy and 
creating disunity among the Palestinian voices? Will he therefore redouble his efforts to 
bring pressure to bear on Israel to allow humanitarian and reconstruction aid into that 
living prison? 

David Miliband: I am happy to redouble my redoubled efforts. My hon. Friend is 
absolutely right to say that the closure of the crossing serves no one except those 
who want to say that there can be no peaceful resolution. I think that she would 
also agree, however, that the divisions among the Palestinians themselves are an 
important impediment that needs to be overcome. That is why we strongly support 
the Egyptian-led reconciliation process, in which I know that she has taken an 
interest. … … 

Martin Linton (Battersea) (Lab): In view of the Secretary of State’s view, now shared by 
the US and clearly restated a few moments ago, that settlements are the absolute key to 
progress, and in view of Israel’s repeated refusal to institute a freeze on settlement 
building, does the Minister agree that the stalemate can be broken only if a sanction of 
some kind is imposed on the Israeli Government for their defiance of international law? 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr. Ivan Lewis): 
We have made it clear that, as my hon. Friend says, settlements are illegal and a 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/debtext/90630-0002.htm#09063049000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/debtext/90630-0002.htm#09063049000024


 
4 

major impediment to peace. We are encouraged by the fact that President 
Obama’s speech in Cairo was seen as such a significant development, and we 
regard Prime Minister Netanyahu’s response as a step forward, although only a 
small one. At this stage in such a delicate process, the question of sanctions may 
be best put on hold. However, our feelings about settlements are clear: 
settlements are illegal, and they are getting in the way of the peace process. … … 

Mark Durkan (Foyle) (SDLP): The Foreign Secretary has registered his concern about 
the announcement yesterday of the Israeli Defence Ministry’s plans in respect of Adam. 
Is he further concerned that the overall master plan is for 1,450 units there and involves 
the immediate relocation of 50 hard-line settler families from Migron? Beyond the 
screensaver diplomacy and the backing vocals for George Mitchell in the House, what 
clear, strong message will go to the Israeli Government, and what reliable and credible 
message will go to the Palestinian Authority? 

David Miliband: I think that Senator Mitchell’s efforts are far more than 
screensaver diplomacy, because they are backed by the President of the United 
States and have the wholehearted support of the European Union, never mind the 
Quartet, along with a battery of UN Security Council resolutions. That is why 
people are now talking about a middle east peace plan, not just a process—or 
another process—that fails to deliver. I share the hon. Gentleman’s sense of 
urgency and frustration about the issue, but I believe that there is now a more 
united international effort than has existed previously. It needs to be brought to 
fruition. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/debtext/90630-
0003.htm#09063049000028 
 

Israel 
Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel on the expansion of 
Israeli settlements in Palestine. [282698] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK’s position is clear. Following the Israeli Prime Minister’s 
speech on 14 June 2009, my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister said to Mr. 
Netanyahu that the UK expects more on the issue of settlements: a complete 
freeze in settlement construction, in line with Israel’s Roadmap commitments. 

Ms Dari Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government on the middle east 
peace process. [282708] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK welcomes the Israeli Prime Minister’s support for a two-
state solution. His speech on 14 June was a positive step towards making further 
progress on the peace process. However, more is needed from Israel on the issue 
of settlements: a complete freeze in settlement construction, in line with Israel's 
Roadmap commitments. We also emphasize that the Palestinians should continue 
to be prepared to engage in negotiations with Israel towards achieving a two-state 
solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090630/text/90630w00
15.htm#09063072000053  

 
 
Human Rights Watch 

Precisely Wrong: Gaza Civilians Killed by Israeli Drone-Launched Missiles 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/iopt0609webwcover_0.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Lords: Committee Stage 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90630-
0002.htm#09063062000327  

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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