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Holocaust 

Department for Culture Media and Sport 

Government confirms its support for private member's bill to help return art lost in 
the Nazi era 
The Government today confirmed its backing for Andrew Dismore MP's Private 
Members’ Bill to allow national museums in England and Scotland to return items lost 
during the Nazi era (1933-1945) where the independent Spoliation Advisory Panel 
recommends return and Ministers agree. 
The Government announced long ago its intention to legislate in this area and this 
Private Members’ Bill provides an opportunity to do so.  The Bill is due to have its 3rd 
Reading and Report Stage in the Commons, where it was introduced, on Friday 26 June 
2009. 
The Spoliation Advisory Panel has today published its 9th Report, on eight drawings now 
in the collection of the Courtauld Institute of Art in London.  The Report concludes that, 
whilst the predominant reason for the sale of the drawings in 1933 by the owner, 
Professor Dr Curt Glaser, was Nazi oppression, the moral claim was insufficiently strong 
to warrant the transfer of the drawings.  In reaching this conclusion, the Panel took 
account of the fact that the sale prices achieved at the time were reasonable and that Dr 
Glaser’s widow had received compensation from the German compensation authorities 
after the War.   
The Panel recommended, however, that whenever any of the drawings is on show, the 
Courtauld should display alongside it a brief account of its history and provenance during 
and since the Nazi era, with special reference to the claimants’ relationship with, and 
historical interest in, the drawings.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/6239.aspx  
 
 
Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of 8 drawings now in the 
possession of the Samuel Courtauld Trust 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/429961_HC757_PROOF.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Diplomatic Service 
Dr. McCrea: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many consulate staff his Department employs in Israel. [281330] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The consular team at our embassy in Tel Aviv consists of seven 
staff members; this includes six members who are locally engaged. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w00
14.htm#090623115000043  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Jamie Reed: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has discussed Israel’s conditions for the establishment of a Palestinian state 
with the Palestinians. [281335] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to President 
Abbas on 18 June 2009. These discussions focused on the importance of making 
further progress on the peace process, including President Abbas’ reaction to 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s speech. 

Mr. Jamie Reed: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the establishment of a 
Palestinian state. [281344] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Foreign Minister Lieberman visited the UK on 13 May 2009 and 
attended the EU-Israel Association Council on 15 June 2009. These discussions 
focused on the importance of making further progress on the peace process to 
establish a Palestinian state. 
My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister also spoke to his Israeli counterpart on 15 
June 2009 to make clear that his endorsement of the principle of a two state 
solution and his willingness to engage in negotiations without preconditions was a 
step in the right direction. But also that more was needed on the issue of 
settlements: a complete freeze in settlement construction, in line with Israel’s 
Roadmap commitments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w00
14.htm#090623115000044  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Trade 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills whether new trading connections have been made between British and Palestinian 
businesses since the Palestine Trade and Investment Forum in December; and what 
steps his Department has taken to assist Palestinian produce in the British market. 
[278685] 

Ian Lucas: UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) helps UK based companies succeed 
in international markets and also assists overseas companies to bring high quality 
investment to the UK. Although UKTI has no formal role in assisting overseas 
companies to export into the UK, the Department has contributed to discussions 
held since the London Forum on Trade and Investment with Palestine, on creating 
an export hub for Palestinian produce in the West Bank. UKTI provides a range of 
support services to British companies wishing to trade with or invest in Palestine, 
through commercial teams based in both the UK and the British Consulate 
General in Jerusalem. Although UKTI facilitates businesses wishing to trade, it 
does not hold records of business transactions completed. 

Mr. Sharma: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills what progress has been made in promoting and facilitating bilateral trade and 
investment in the Palestinian Territories since the launch of the Palestine-Britain 
Business Council in December 2008. [278686] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0014.htm#090623115000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0014.htm#090623115000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0014.htm#090623115000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0014.htm#090623115000044
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Ian Lucas: My noble Friend the Minister for Trade, Investment and Business 
visited Jerusalem and Ramallah on 20 May 2009, sharing ideas on boosting 
bilateral trade and economic links with Palestine's Minister for National Economy, 
the Governor of the Palestine Monetary Authority and senior members of the 
Palestinian business community. UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) has worked 
closely with the Palestine-Britain Business Council since its launch in December 
2008, and continues to provide a range of support services to British companies 
through teams based in both the UK and the British Consulate General in 
Jerusalem. Follow-up to December 2008's London Business Forum on Trade and 
Investment with Palestine includes a visit by Google to the West Bank in March 
2009 to explore the potential for IT development and to give two training courses 
for Palestinians working in the ICT industry.  
23 Jun 2009 : Column 875W 
Plans have also been put in place for UK trade missions to the West Bank later in 
the year in the tourism and construction sectors. 

Mr. Sharma: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills what support his Department is providing to the Palestine-Britain Business Council 
in 2009-10. [278687] 

Ian Lucas: UKTI supports the work of the Palestine Britain Business Council by 
attending and contributing to meetings of UK Council members and through 
facilitating Business Council activity in both the UK and in Palestine. UKTI is 
working closely with the Business Council and other business stakeholders on 
follow-up to the London Business Forum on Trade and Investment in Palestine, 
held on 15 December 2008. Activities under discussion for 2009-10 include UK 
trade missions to Palestine in the Tourism and Construction sectors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w00
33.htm#0906246000020  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 

House of Lords Committee (includes discussion of the use of MRI as an alternative to 
surgical post-mortem examinations) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90623-
0002.htm#09062383000029  
 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852306a.27
7.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pbc0850623p.29-35.html  
 
 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0033.htm#0906246000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090623/text/90623w0033.htm#0906246000020
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90623-0002.htm#09062383000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90623-0002.htm#09062383000029
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852306a.277.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852306a.277.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pbc0850623p.29-35.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 
 
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/su048-irb.htm  
 
 

European Parliament 
** Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
 
 

Press release (does not mention shechitah, but this will still be permitted by means of a 
derogation) see pp10-12 of 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/agricult/108682.pdf  
 

The agreed text of the Regulation is not yet available online. 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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