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Home Affairs 

Ministry of Justice 

PM sets out plans to restore trust in the political system 
…It is intended that the creation of a new Parliamentary Standards Authority to regulate 
the system of allowances and a code of conduct for all MPs will be put before Parliament 
in a short self-standing Bill before the summer recess. 
The Parliamentary Standards Authority will regulate and oversee members’ expense 
claims and oversee the new allowance system. It will also, as was proposed by the 
Committee on Standards in Public Life, maintain the register of members’ interests and 
ensure appropriate sanctions are applied in cases of financial irregularity. 
A code of conduct for all MPs will be given statutory backing and will clarify their role in 
relation to their constituents and Parliament. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease100609a.htm  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Justice Committee 

Discussion of non-surgical post-mortems during consideration of the Criminal 
Justice and Licensing Bill 
[Note that, since this is a devolved issue, the provision included in the Westminster 
Coroners and Justice Bill will not apply in Scotland.] 

 

Includes: 
col 2078  Stewart Maxwell: We have received written evidence about non-invasive post 
mortems from the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities. In principle, do you have any 
objection to the introduction of non-invasive post mortems—in other words through 
magnetic resonance imaging scans—into the Scottish system …the Coroners and 
Justice Bill, which is currently going through the UK Parliament, makes provision for such 
a change in England and Wales, following the pilot trials in Manchester. Do you have any 
objection in principle to something similar coming into effect in Scotland? 
 
 

The Lord Advocate: No …Indeed …staff have been looking at how we can reduce, to 
some extent, the terrible trauma of post-mortem examination for next of kin in any 
circumstance… 
The specific issue of the use of CT scans by the Manchester coroner is something that 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease100609a.htm
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we have considered. We visited the Manchester coroner with a view to establishing 
whether such an approach could be introduced in Scotland. That study is on-going and 
Mr Logue will be able to assist the committee on where that work is now. 
 

John Logue: We are considering the matter closely because of representations that 
have been made to us. However, …the legislation in England and Wales specifies when 
post mortems are required. We have a very different scheme in Scotland, so we need to 
consider whether MRI scan post mortems are useful, whether legislation is required for 
such post mortems to happen, and whether the broader role that the procurator fiscal has 
in relation to the investigation of deaths offers other opportunities. … 
The answer, as the Lord Advocate has said, is that there is in principle no objection to its 
use … 
 

To read the full transcript see 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-09/ju09-1902.htm#Col2033 

  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Israel and Palestine: President Obama 
Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their reaction to the comments by 
President Obama on resolving the Israeli-Palestinian issue. … 
 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, the United Kingdom welcomes President Obama’s 
early engagement and determination to work towards resolving the Israel-Palestine 
issue. We fully support President Obama’s emphasis on the need to end all settlement 
activity, the need for Palestinians to renounce violence, the importance of a two-state 
solution and the importance of stimulating the Palestinian economy. 
 

Lord Wright of Richmond: … Does the Minister accept that the statement in the 
speech, that “the United States does not accept the legitimacy of continued Israeli 
settlements” is the nearest that any President of the United States since President 
George Bush senior has come to acknowledging that all Israeli settlement activity in 
Palestinian occupied territory is illegal and must stop immediately, and that that 
statement is to be warmly welcomed? … 
 

Lord Davies of Oldham: …the present situation is fraught with danger. There are 
difficulties over the existence of the ceasefire following the three-week intervention a few 
months ago, and the situation is very challenging. … 
 

Lord Howell of Guildford: …did not the President also say …that a good deal of truth-
telling is now necessary? Is not the noble Lord, Lord Wright of Richmond, correct to 
focus on whether truth-telling is going to be required on the question of the settlements 
that have spread out over what in the future will be the separate state of Palestine? This 
is not just a question of a further extension of settlements, but of how to handle the 
existing ones that lie on what will be Palestinian land. Will we support the President when 
it comes to telling Israeli settlers that while they will not necessarily have to move, they 
will have to live under Palestinian law if there is to be a two-state solution? 
 

Lord Davies of Oldham: …the present Administration in Israel is dependent on parties 
which are committed not just to maintenance of the settlements, but to their extension. 
The President of the United States is far too sophisticated a statesman not to recognise 
the challenges that still lie ahead. 
 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … We need to bring in the Arab League and Israel’s other 
neighbours if we are to get a secure, long-term settlement—not just a Palestinian state, 
but Israel living in peace and having good economic relations with her neighbours across 
the Middle East. Should that not include the new Lebanese Government along with the 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-09/ju09-1902.htm#Col2033
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Governments of Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan in any negotiations towards a long-term 
solution? 
 

Lord Davies of Oldham: …we need to bring together the regional forces in a 
constructive approach towards peace, because it is certainly the case that some of them 
have been destructive in that regard by encouraging aspects of violence. The solution 
requires participation on the level indicated, but we can take some encouragement from 
the fact that recent work has involved countries with close connections with the area. 
 

To read the full transcript of the debate see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90609-
0002.htm#090609111000030 

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Politics and Government 
Jo Swinson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 23 February 2009, Official Report, column 381W, to which 
organisations in Israel and Palestine his Department has provided support for promoting 
women's roles in political processes; how much financial support each has received; and 
what other kinds of support his Department has provided. [275956] 

Caroline Flint: In 2008-09, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
provided £7,050 for a project implemented by the Itach Maaki, a women's legal 
rights centre in the Negev. 
Between 2005 and 2007, the FCO also spent £329,600 (from the Global 
Opportunities Fund) on a project run by the Civic Forum Institute to train newly 
elected women in Palestinian local councils. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090609/text/90609w00
02.htm#090609110000007  

 
Israel 

Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government why the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, David Miliband, met the Israeli Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Avigdor Liberman, but has not been willing to meet elected members of Hamas. 
[HL3915] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We would welcome constructive dialogue with Hamas, if they renounce 
violence, recognise the state of Israel and adhere to previously made agreements. 
However we believe that to talk to Hamas directly at this time, when they remain 
committed to violence and refuse to recognise Israel, would simply undermine 
President Abbas and those Palestinians who are committed to peace. 
The Arab League has mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in 
regular contact with both the Arab League and Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90608w0002.htm#0906
089001074  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what (a) 
reconstruction and (b) development projects are being funded in Gaza (i) by his 
Department, (ii) through the European Union and (iii) through the United Nations; how 
much funding his Department is providing for projects in Gaza in 2009-10; and how much 
he plans to provide for such projects in (A) 2010-11 and (B) 2011-12. [278386] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Since the start of the current conflict the UK Government 
have pledged nearly £47 million to help the people of Gaza, of which we have 
committed over £20 million. A summary of projects supported by this funding is 
available on the DFID website at: www.dfid.gov.uk  
Many of the projects funded by the Department for International Development 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90609-0002.htm#090609111000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90609-0002.htm#090609111000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090609/text/90609w0002.htm#090609110000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090609/text/90609w0002.htm#090609110000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90608w0002.htm#0906089001074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90608w0002.htm#0906089001074
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
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(DFID) cover both the West Bank and Gaza and so it is not possible to give figures 
for Gaza alone. In recent years DFID bilateral funding to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories has increased from an average of £15.7 million for financial years 2000-
01 to 2006-07 to over £60 million in financial years 2007-08 and 2008-09. Detailed 
figures of DFID expenditure are included in the DFID annual report and the 
Statistics on International Development document. These are available in the 
Library of the House and on the DFID website. 

Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development which 
businesses in Gaza have been awarded grants through the Facility for New Market 
Development; and what assessment he has made of the merits of expanding the 
scheme. [278637] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Since its launch last year, the Facility for New Market 
Development (FNMD) has awarded grants to 19 individual businesses in Gaza, 
from a wide range of sectors. A further three grants have been awarded to clusters 
of businesses. A full list of the businesses that have received grants will be placed 
in the Library. 
FNMD is a demand-led programme, and its expansion is therefore dependent on 
requests from businesses. Demand from Gaza is expected to rise significantly as 
soon as restrictions on movement and access are lifted, and the facility stands 
ready to respond. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090609/text/90609w00
19.htm#090609145000019  
 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of the extent to which UN humanitarian aid can be delivered to 
Gaza without hindrance. [277226] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Although the Israeli Government announced on 25 March 
that all humanitarian food items would be allowed into Gaza, this has not yet been 
implemented. Inconsistent clearance criteria and thorough checks at crossings 
continue to cause delays. 
The humanitarian situation in Gaza continues to be of serious concern. The UK 
Government monitor UN reporting closely and consistently lobby for unrestricted 
access for food and other humanitarian supplies into Gaza. We are funding the 
UN Logistics Cluster and the UN Access Support Team to help UN agencies and 
NGOs get aid into Gaza. The UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) provides up to date reports on the humanitarian situation in the 
OPTs, including on delivery of aid into Gaza. These are available on its website: 
http://www.ochaopt.org/  

Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of levels of access to Gaza for humanitarian aid and 
reconstruction material; and if he will make a statement. [273725] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The United Nations (UN) has recently reported that the 
difficulty in importing concrete and construction materials continues to hinder 
efforts to rebuild homes and essential infrastructure destroyed during the conflict. 
Meaningful reconstruction will not be possible while restrictions remain in place. 
The UN estimate the lack of spare parts for public infrastructure and industrial 
equipment, along with restrictions on the entry of cash and fuel, is preventing the 
implementation of almost all planned early recovery activities. They also report 
that procedures for approved humanitarian items into Gaza remain subject to 
unclear and often inconsistent criteria. The UN Office for Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) makes regular reports of the humanitarian situation in Gaza available on 
its website: http://www.ochaopt.org/  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090608/text/90608w00
17.htm#09060837000034  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090609/text/90609w0019.htm#090609145000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090609/text/90609w0019.htm#090609145000019
http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090608/text/90608w0017.htm#09060837000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090608/text/90608w0017.htm#09060837000034
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Downing Street e-petition 

Arms-embargo 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to do everything in his power to impose 
an arms embargo on Israel in light of the recent Israeli offensive in the Gaza strip and to 
apply pressure on countries supplying Israel with arms that breach international 
agreements with the intention of restoring lasting peace to the region.” 
This petition recognises that the government has taken positive steps to tighten weapons 
exportation to Israel since 2005. However, only a complete arms embargo will send a 
clear message to Israel that this government will not accept the prolonged armed conflict 
which is aggravating existing tensions in the region. Additionally this will ensure that the 
government adheres to the UK Export Control Act of 2002 and the EU “consolidated 
criteria” governing the export of military equipment. Equally such a stance would set a 
precedent showing that this government is committed to establishing peace in the region. 
This precedent will have a far reaching impact in terms of marginalising the ideologies of 
radical extremist groups. 

Government response: A recent Amnesty International report confirmed that 
Britain is not a major arms exporter to Israel and, as Foreign Office Minister Bill 
Rammell said to the Foreign Affairs Committee on 4 March, the UK regularly turns 
down arms requests from Israel.  Each export licence request is assessed on a 
case-by-case basis and conduct in recent conflicts is always taken into account.   
We do not believe that the current situation in the Middle East would be improved 
by imposing an arms embargo on Israel.  Israel has the right to defend itself and 
faces real security threats.  However, we will not grant export licences where there 
is a clear risk that arms will be used for external aggression or internal repression. 
More generally, the government is fully committed to the implementation of a two-
state solution.  There must be a viable Palestinian state existing, in peace, 
alongside a secure Israel.  We have been clear that for this to be achieved Israel 
must not only cease all settlement activity, but also ease restrictions on the Gaza 
crossings for aid, trade goods and reconstruction materials, as well as flows of 
people.  As well as regularly raising these issues with Israel we have also pledged 
nearly £50million to help the people of Gaza.  This follows our pledge of 
December 2007 to provide up to £243million to assist the Palestinian Authority 
and people over three years. 
We will continue to work with our international partners, including the new US 
Administration, to pursue vigorously a comprehensive and just peace in the Middle 
East.  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18448  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Mrs. Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of the effect of the Government's decision to 
explore contacts with the political wing of Hezbollah on 
Hezbollah's (a) actions, (b) policies and (c)structure. [278662] 

Bill Rammell: On 9 January 2009 our ambassador in Beirut attended a meeting of 
British parliamentarians with the Lebanese Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Representatives of all members of the National Unity Government were present, 
including one MP from Hezbollah's political wing, Ali Amar. During this meeting the 
ambassador urged all sides to show restraint during the crisis in Gaza, and on the 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18448
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importance of all sides respecting the terms of UN Security Council resolution 
1701. In the course of normal diplomatic business, staff at our embassy in Beirut 
have also met Hezbollah politicians on a number of occasions. However, there 
have been no official meetings since 9 January. 
We continue to believe that occasional and carefully considered contacts with 
Hezbollah's politicians, including its MPs, will best advance our objective of urging 
Hezbollah to reject violence and play a constructive, democratic and peaceful role 
in Lebanese politics, in line with UN Security Council Resolutions. 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of his Department's performance in encouraging 
Hezbollah to renounce violence and play a constructive, democratic and peaceful role in 
Lebanon and the wider region. [278683] 

Bill Rammell: On 9 January 2009 our ambassador in Beirut attended a meeting of 
British parliamentarians with the Lebanese Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Representatives of all members of the National Unity government were present, 
including one MP from Hezbollah's political wing, Ali Amar. During this meeting the 
ambassador urged all sides to show restraint during the crisis in Gaza, and on the 
importance of all sides respecting the terms of UN Security Council resolution 
1701. In the course of normal diplomatic business, staff at our embassy in Beirut 
have also met Hezbollah politicians on a number of occasions. However, there 
have been no official meetings since 9 January. 
We continue to believe that occasional and carefully considered contacts with 
Hezbollah's politicians, including its MPs, will best advance our objective of urging 
Hezbollah to reject violence and play a constructive, democratic and peaceful role 
in Lebanese politics, in line with UN Security Council Resolutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090608/text/90608w00
02.htm#09060815000040  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-ir.htm  
 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850906m.51-
57.html 
 
 

Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

  
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090608/text/90608w0002.htm#09060815000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090608/text/90608w0002.htm#09060815000040
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-ir.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850906m.51-57.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850906m.51-57.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 
S3M-04327 Shirley-Anne Somerville (Lothians) (Scottish National Party): No Place for 
the BNP— That the Parliament notes with dismay the election of two members of the 
BNP to the European Parliament; strongly reasserts its belief that there is no place for 
racism in our society, and agrees to work together, regardless of all other political 
differences, to ensure that parties widely considered to be racist, such as the BNP, do 
not succeed in gaining a foothold in Scotland.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16781 
 
S3M-04345 Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish Labour): No Platform for the 
BNP, Working Together to Combat Racism— That the Parliament notes with extreme 
concern the election of two members of the BNP to the European Parliament; welcomes 
the Not in my Name petition at: http://action.hopenothate.org.uk/page/s/notinmyname, 
which will be presented to the two BNP MEPs when they take their seats, and believes 
that all of the forces of anti-racism in Scotland, including political parties, trades unions 
and civil society, should combine their efforts to expose the policies of the BNP and to 
ensure that it makes no further progress in the United Kingdom or in Scotland and that in 
the long run it is not afforded any platforms nor means to promote racist polices or to 
incite racism. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16799 
 
S3M-04347 Margo MacDonald (Lothians) (Independent): BNP Does Not Speak for 
Scotland— That the Parliament calls on the Scottish Government to put measures in 
place to ensure that Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) and any other relevant 
organisations outwith Scotland are made aware that the British National Party MEPs do 
not speak for Scotland. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/default.aspx 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
Equality Bill: Compatibility with UK Human Rights Obligations (closes 17 June) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn044_040609.cfm  
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16781
http://action.hopenothate.org.uk/page/s/notinmyname
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16799
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/default.aspx
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_committee/pasc0809pn31.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_committee/pasc0809pn31.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn044_040609.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn044_040609.cfm
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Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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