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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Justice: Sharia Law 
Baroness Falkner of Margravine: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 
government officials or members of the judiciary have been involved in discussions with 
(a) working groups, (b) committees, or (c) expert advisory groups, to assess the 
applicability of Sharia law, or the rulings of Sharia councils or tribunals, in the laws of the 
United Kingdom. [HL3776] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Bach): 
I refer the noble Baroness to the Answer I gave her on 21 April 2009 (Official 
Report, col. WA390). In July 2008 Oxford University's Family Law and Policy Unit 
held a seminar under Chatham House rules, at which leading Muslim academics 
and practitioners gave their views on Sharia law in family cases and Sharia 
councils. The ministry encouraged the university to convene this conference and 
members of ministry staff attended it. In October 2008, Dr Syed Aziz Pasha, 
Secretary General of the Union of Muslim Organisations of the UK and Ireland met 
my right honourable friend the Secretary of State for Justice and Lord Chancellor 
(Jack Straw). The judiciary is independent from the Government and therefore we 
are not able to comment on any discussions that the judiciary has held 
independently. 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Lords/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part057.ht
ml  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the statement 
made to the United States media by the Hamas leader, Khaled Meshael, that Hamas 
accepts the two-state solution, and full negotiations with Israel. [HL3437] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are aware of the New York Times interview with Khalid Mish’al. We 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Lords/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part057.html
http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Lords/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part057.html
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welcome Khalid Mish’al’s professed commitment to being “part of the solution”. 
However, we remain concerned about Hamas’s refusal explicitly to renounce 
violence, recognise Israel, and indicate its adherence to previous agreements. 
Hamas must do this in order for the UK to be in a position to engage with it. 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Lords/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part055.ht
ml 
 
Israel and Palestine: David Foundation 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
whether the Ir David Foundation is operating in Jerusalem in ways contrary to 
international agreements; and what assessment they have made of whether its activities 
may prejudice future negotiations for two states in Israel and Palestine. [HL3667] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We understand Ir David is a sub-group of the El-Aad foundation which 
specialises in encouraging Jewish settlement in east Jerusalem. 
Settlement expansion is illegal and clearly presents an obstruction to the peace 
process. The UK condemns such activity. We continue to urge the Israeli 
Government to freeze all settlement activity as set out in the road map agreement. 
My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary reiterated this in his statement to 
the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Lords/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part056.ht
ml  
 
Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what steps 
the Government has taken to seek to ensure that the Israeli government does not 
prevent food from entering Gaza; [276527]  
(2) if he will make representations to the Israeli government to allow humanitarian 
supplies into Gaza; [276528]  
(3) what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on restrictions on the supply 
of humanitarian aid to Palestinians in Gaza. [276529]  

Mr. Michael Foster: The humanitarian situation in Gaza is of serious concern. 
The UK Government have consistently lobbied for unrestricted access for food 
and other humanitarian supplies into Gaza. 
During his visit to Gaza in March, the Secretary of State met with Isaac Herzog, 
the Israeli Minister responsible for co-ordinating aid to Gaza, and pressed for 
improved access and a relaxation of restrictions on the type of goods allowed 
across the border. The Prime Minister, the Foreign Secretary and officials from 
both the Department for International Development and the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office have also had meetings with the Israeli government on the 
need to reduce the constraints on goods entering Gaza. 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Commons/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part01
3.html#heading009  
 

Hezbollah 
Mrs. Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will prevent 
the Hezbollah spokesperson Ibrahim Moussawi from entering the United Kingdom. 
[263410]  

Mr. Woolas [holding answer 13 March 2009]: Mr. Moussawi was refused a visa on 
the grounds that his presence in the UK would not be conducive to the public 
good, in particular because it would increase tension between the Jewish and 
Muslim communities. 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Commons/bydate/20090601/writtenanswers/part02
0.html#heading039  
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UK Parliament Petition 
Middle East 

Mr. Roger Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire) (LD): …a petition relating to the recent 
conflict in Gaza between the Palestinians and Israelis. It calls for both sides to work 
towards a lasting and just peace and a suspension of military aid to both sides, and it 
calls on the EU and USA to adopt similar practices. The petition has been collected by 
the Brecknock Peace and Justice Group and contains more than 140 names. 
The petition states: To the House of Commons. The Petition of the Brecknock Peace and 
Justice Group, and others, Declares great concern at the continuing conflict between 
Israel and the Palestinians. The Petitioners therefore request that the House of 
Commons urges the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to do 
everything in his power to work for a lasting and just ¦134peace agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians; to suspend all military aid, co-operation and arms sales to 
both sides in the conflict until a lasting peace agreement is concluded; and to press both 
the European Union and the United States of America to adopt similar policies. 
http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Commons/bydate/20090601/mainchamberdebates/
part004.html#heading001  
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Foreign Affairs 
UK Parliament Questions 

UN: Durban Review Conference 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they will 
take to ensure that the United Nations and the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
learn lessons from the walk-out led by the British delegation during the speech by 
President Ahmadinejad at the Durban Review Conference. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): My Lords, the Government will continue to play a leading role in 
combating racism and anti-Semitism in all fora, including the United Nations. We 
welcome the strong stance taken by the UN Secretary-General and the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in condemning the Iranian President’s hateful 
words at the Durban review conference. We will always stand up to such 
intolerance and will continue to encourage key figures in the United Nations to 
speak out when such unacceptable statements are made. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, I thank my noble friend for his Answer. I warmly 
commend our ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva, Peter Gooderham, for 
leading the walkout of the United Kingdom delegation, which included me, joined by 
other European delegates, when the Iranian President Ahmadinejad made his 
disgraceful anti-Semitic speech. What specific steps do our Government now intend to 
take to ensure that the failed Durban framework is replaced by a much more effective 
approach to the vital global fight against racism and discrimination of all kinds? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, I certainly echo the noble Lord’s kind words 
about our ambassador in Geneva. While in some ways this was a bad day for UN 
human rights, it was a pretty good day for British diplomacy, as Britain was a 
leader not only of the walkout but of the walk-back to ensure that there was an 
agreement at the end of the meeting that was positive and which excluded the 
references to Israel that had marred the first conference five years earlier. There is 
no call for a further follow-up conference. Therefore, we hope that this exercise 
has come to an end under its own momentum. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, would the Minister agree that, although President Ahmadinejad’s 
views are wholly obnoxious on these matters, at least four weeks ago he apparently said 
in a speech that if the Palestinians were to continue to accept a two-state solution, the 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Commons/bydate/20090601/mainchamberdebates/part004.html#heading001
http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Commons/bydate/20090601/mainchamberdebates/part004.html#heading001
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Iranian Government would back that 100 per cent? What is the reaction of the British 
Government to that particular comment? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, it is relief that the President of Iran occasionally 
says something sensible. However, I do not think that it has led us to any 
fundamental reassessment of his judgment on international affairs at large. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My Lords, would the Minister agree that, far from learning 
very much from the wild ravings of the Iranian President, the Human Rights Council 
seemed to have wandered into a further area when it addressed the Sri Lanka issue? 
The Tamil Tigers may have adopted atrocious methods in the past, but there is no doubt 
that an appalling massacre has taken place; yet the council seems to be completely blind 
to it. Would the Minister like to comment on that? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, the UK was one of those who pushed very hard 
for the special meeting of the Human Rights Council. We were deeply 
disappointed by the unbalanced result. The issue mentioned by the noble Lord of 
the Tamil Tigers’ terrorist past won the argument for many countries. It is an 
enormous pity that it could not balance this and, particularly, acknowledge fully 
that serious war crimes were almost certainly committed, and that the international 
community and peace in Sri Lanka will be served only by getting to the bottom of 
it. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, does the Minister agree that one lesson to be 
learnt from this incident is that Her Majesty’s Government, and, indeed, the international 
community, should make a robust, effective and balanced response to all violations of 
international law and of human rights, whether in Iran, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, Gaza or the 
Palestinian Occupied Territories? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, the noble Lord makes a very important point. 
There is no doubt that, as Sri Lanka was debated in the corridors of the Human 
Rights Council last week, the back story was ¦6of double standards and the need 
for all countries, whatever their position on this, to show a universal approach 
across the situations that the noble Lord mentioned. 

Lord Clinton-Davis: My Lords, several delegations, even the majority, sat in their seats 
during the raving of the Iranian ambassador. What do the Government propose to do 
about that? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, the noble Lord will understand if I tell him that, 
ultimately, whether delegations stay in their seats, or are prised from them and 
leave, is a matter for them, their consciences and their national policy. We were 
very pleased that we walked out, and that the rest of Europe walked out with us, 
but we felt that it was equally important to come back, because we must retain 
universal forums like this where even someone as abhorrent as President 
Ahmadinejad has the right to be heard. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, does the Minister agree that it is not too soon to 
start thinking about the review of the Human Rights Council’s operations, to be 
undertaken in 2011? We should start to talk to a wide range of countries around the 
world about how the council could perform better, as it is performing so lamentably badly 
at the moment. 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, I notice that the noble Lord has already 
contributed to that process in a recent editorial piece. He is absolutely right: the 
Human Rights Council is performing well below our hopes, but I have to put it in 
the broader context of something of a global crisis in human rights. I am afraid to 
say that double standards and the shifting in power between the West and other 
parts of the world have put many of the gains that we took for granted in human 
rights—whether they cover the rights of women or the so-called doctrine of the 
responsibility to protect—in crisis across many of these areas. 

http://services.parliament.uk/hansard/Lords/bydate/20090601/mainchamberdebates/part
003.html  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/am033-g.htm  
   
 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850206m.27-
33.html  
 
 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance: Annual Report  
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/annual%20report%202008.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 3 days 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/am033-g.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850206m.27-33.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850206m.27-33.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/annual%20report%202008.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
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http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_committee/pasc0809pn31.cfm
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf
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Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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