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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Discrimination: Religion 
Mr. Stewart Jackson: To ask the Minister for Women and Equality what assessment 
has been made of the likely effect of the provisions of the European Commission’s Draft 
Discrimination Directive on (a) faith schools and (b) public authorities procuring services 
from faith groups. [273393] 

Maria Eagle: EU competence in relation to education is restricted to contributing 
to the development of quality education and encouraging member states in their 
responsibility for their own educational systems and content of teaching. The draft 
directive cannot therefore affect faith schools in the UK. We are seeking to make 
this clear in the text during negotiations on the directive. 
The draft directive proposes to prohibit discrimination in the provision of services 
on the grounds of religion or belief, disability, age and sexual orientation. It applies 
to those who are providing the service and not those who are procuring the 
service. Any organisation that is delivering a service, whether a faith group or not, 
will have to deliver that service in a non-discriminatory way. This is already a 
requirement in UK law on three of the grounds covered by the draft directive 
(religion or belief, disability and sexual orientation) and we are introducing 
protection from discrimination on the remaining ground (age) in the Equality Bill. 
The directive will not therefore affect public authorities procuring services from 
faith groups. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090513/text/90513w00
19.htm#09051376000017  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mrs. Hodgson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions (a) he and (b) his officials have had with their counterparts in the 
(i) European Union and (ii) UN Security Council on efforts to secure the release of 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090513/text/90513w0019.htm#09051376000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090513/text/90513w0019.htm#09051376000017
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kidnapped Israeli soldier Corporal Shalit. [275402] 
Bill Rammell: We along with the EU have made our position clear ever since the 
kidnapping of Gilad Shalit, and we continue to call for his immediate, 
unconditional, and safe release. The EU High Representative for the Common 
Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana, made this clear in his press statement 
on the Gaza crisis in January 2009, and my right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary last reiterated this message during his intervention at the UN Security 
Council on 11 May 2009. 

Mrs. Hodgson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with representatives of the Israeli government on the 
kidnapped Israeli soldier, Corporal Shalit. [275403] 

Bill Rammell: The UK continues to call for the immediate, unconditional, and safe 
release of Gilad Shalit, in public and in private, including in our discussions with 
the Israeli Government. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary reiterated this 
most recently in his statement to the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090513/text/90513w00
06.htm#09051372000042  
 

Gaza 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
support his Department has provided to charities and other non-governmental 
organisations working in Gaza. [274665] 

Mr. Michael Foster: In response to the recent Gaza crisis, my Department has 
pledged close to £47 million to assist with humanitarian relief and early recovery. 
Of this, nearly £7 million has already been allocated to non-governmental 
organisations. A further £12.8 million has been allocated to United Nations 
agencies and the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Tony Lloyd: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what progress 
has been made on the delivery of assistance for reconstruction in Gaza; and if he will 
make a statement. [274667] 

Mr. Michael Foster: In response to the recent Gaza crisis, the UK Government 
have committed nearly £20 million to United Nations agencies, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and a number of non-governmental organisations to 
address urgent humanitarian and early recovery activities. This has included 
removing rubble, clearing unexploded ordnance and supporting cash for work 
schemes. 
However, meaningful progress on reconstruction will not be possible without the 
opening of the crossings into Gaza to allow materials and personnel to enter. The 
UK Government are continuing to press the Government of Israel on this issue. 

Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what his most 
recent assessment is of the humanitarian situation in Gaza. [274669] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The humanitarian situation in Gaza has stabilised since the 
ceasefire. However, the situation remains extremely concerning. Over 15,000 
homes were destroyed or badly damaged during the crisis and over 30,000 homes 
sustained some damage. Approximately 32,000 people are without piped water, 
and a further 100,000 only receive water supplies every 2-3 days. 
Success of the response effort will be dependent upon opening of the crossings in 
order to allow movement of materials and personnel into Gaza. The UK 
Government are continuing to press the Government of Israel on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090513/text/90513w00
22.htm#09051376000055  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
records his Department holds on anti-Semitism in pre-war Nazi Germany which remain 
closed to the public; and if he will make a statement. [274026] 

Caroline Flint: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office do not hold any records 
on anti-Semitism in Germany before World War II. We have released all such 
documents to the Public Records Office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090513/text/90513w00
05.htm#09051372000031  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
 

amendments 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P6-TA-2009-
0369&language=EN&ring=A6-2009-0185  
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Welsh Assembly 
More barriers to break down as National Assembly for Wales turns 10 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=128425&ds=5/2009  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes in 4 days 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf 
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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