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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 
Interpal 

Dr. Starkey: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what requests he has made to the 
US administration for details of the evidence on the basis of which the US authorities 
designated Interpal as a global terrorist organisation in 2003. [273733] 

Ian Pearson: The US Department of Treasury issued a press notice on 22 August 
2003, explaining the reasons why the US authorities designated Interpal. 
HM Treasury officials are in ongoing discussions with their US counterparts how 
best we can work together to facilitate legitimate charitable work, while protecting 
against the abuse of charities by those involved in terrorist finance. As part of this 
dialogue, the Treasury has asked the US authorities to consider if any further 
information can be made available about the basis for Interpal’s designation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w00
09.htm#09051273000019  

 
 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mary Creagh (1477) Prosecution of genocide and crimes against humanity – That 
this House is concerned that there are people in the UK who are suspected of committing 
crimes against humanity, war crimes or genocide; notes that, because of gaps in UK law, 
four Rwandans who are suspected of having committed genocide in 1994 cannot be 
prosecuted in the UK for such crimes; further notes that the four have now been released 
from custody after winning their appeal in the High Court against extradition to Rwanda; 
further notes that suspected war criminals from other conflicts are also present in the UK; 
further notes that these suspects cannot be tried in UK courts because of limitations to 
the International Criminal Court Act 2001; further notes with concern that the 2001 Act 
does not apply to suspects if they committed the crime before 2001 or if they are present, 
but not resident in the UK; further notes that this position is in contrast to the position of 
the crimes of torture and hostage taking, which are fully prosecutable in UK courts; 
believes that these gaps in the law lack moral logic; and therefore urges the Government 
to bring forward proposals to amend the 2001 Act to enable suspects who are present 
without being resident in the UK and who are suspected of committing genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity before 2001 to be prosecuted in the UK courts, to 
ensure that the UK does not become a safe haven for war criminals. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38645&SESSION=899  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0009.htm#09051273000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0009.htm#09051273000019
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38645&SESSION=899
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Office for Security and Counter-Terrorism 

Statistics on terrorism arrests and outcomes in Great Britain 11 September 2001 to 
31 March 2008 

• There have been 1,471 arrests since 11 September 2001.  Since 2002/3 on 
average there have been 227 terrorism arrests per year. … 

• 23% of those arrested are charged with a terrorism related offence and 11% with 
a non-terrorism offence.  Non-terrorism related charges include firearms offences 
and forgery & counterfeiting.  … 

• Around 60% of those charged following a terrorist arrests have been convicted of 
a terrorism related offence by 31 March 2008.  However many trials for very 
serious offences have not been completed. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/news-speeches/stats-terrorism-
arrests  
 
 
Statistics on Terrorism Arrests and Outcomes Great Britain 11 September 2001 to 
31 March 2008 (Home Office Statistical Bulletin) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb0409.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debates 

The second reading of the Second Reading of the Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution 
Bill will take place on 15 May. 
 
There will be a short debate on 4 June on a question from Baroness Deech: to ask Her 
Majesty’s Government whether the United Kingdom will be represented at the Holocaust 
Era Assets Conference to be hosted by the Czech Republic in Prague. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Middle East 
Includes: 
col 207WH  Andrew Gwynne: …I would like to say a little about the nature of Hezbollah, 
its structure and its objectives. Hezbollah is a political organisation with a strong 
paramilitary force that operates independently of the Lebanese state. It emerged in the 
early 1980s to resist the Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon during the Lebanese civil 
war. Its fighters were organised and trained by a contingent of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard. Even today, Iran and Syria are its main sponsors, providing financial, political and 
military support to the organisation. 
The deputy leader of Hezbollah, Sheikh Nairn Qassem, stated in April 2007 that 

“all policies including firing missiles into Israeli territories could not have been done 
without the consent of the leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran. He has to agree 
to all Hezbollah’s activities in advance.” 

http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/news-speeches/stats-terrorism-arrests
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/news-speeches/stats-terrorism-arrests
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb0409.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
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Hezbollah is a proxy of Iran and is used by Tehran to exert its influence over Lebanon 
and the eastern Mediterranean. … 
Hezbollah does not have separate leaderships for its military and non-military work. The 
Jihad Council, Political Council, Executive Council and Judicial Council all report to the 
Shura Council. In an interview with the Los Angeles Times published on 13 April, the 
deputy leader, Sheikh Nairn Qassem, said of Hezbollah’s structure: 

“Hezbollah has a single leadership. All political, social and jihad work is tied to the 
decisions of this leadership. The same leadership that directs the parliamentary 
and government work also leads jihad actions in the struggle against Israel.” … 

Hezbollah leaders have made numerous calls for the destruction of Israel. The manifesto 
makes it clear that Hezbollah intends to use armed force to achieve its goals and frames 
its arguments in the language of jihad. … 
On 16 April, the leader of Hezbollah, Hassan Nasrallah, was quoted thus: 

“I am against any reconciliation with Israel. I do not even recognise the presence 
of a state that is called Israel. I consider its presence both unjust and unlawful. 
That is why if Lebanon concludes a peace agreement with Israel and brings that 
accord to the Parliament our deputies will reject it; Hezbollah refuses any 
conciliation with Israel in principle.” … 

The Doha agreement was nothing short of a victory for Hezbollah. It  …means that 
although the Lebanese Government may no longer be a target, Hezbollah can continue 
to build its weapons cache for use against Israel in direct contravention of UN Security 
Council resolution 1701, which calls for disarmament of the group. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/halltext/90512
h0007.htm#09051226000004  
 

col 210WH  Andrew Gwynne: …On 4 March, my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary 
wrote to the Foreign Affairs Committee to inform it of a “significant change” in 
Government policy on Hezbollah. That same day, my hon. Friend, who has ministerial 
responsibility for the middle east, gave evidence to that Select Committee in which he 
made it clear that the Government were now exploring contacts with the political wing of 
Hezbollah. The Government have confirmed that that adjustment to policy was designed 

“to press Hezbollah to play a more constructive role politically and move away 
from violence.” 

The Foreign Office issued a statement on 5 March verifying that, prior to that official 
announcement, our ambassador in Beirut accompanied a group of Conservative 
parliamentarians to a meeting with the Lebanese Foreign Affairs Committee on 9 
January that was also attended by Hezbollah Member of Parliament Ali Amar. 
In response to a written question asking what criteria the Government use to distinguish 
between Hezbollah’s political and military wings, my hon. Friend stated: 

“The Government distinguish between those parts of Hezbollah which are 
legitimately involved in Lebanese politics and those who are actively concerned in 
terrorism.”—[Official Report, 31 March 2009; Vol. 490, c. 1118W.] 

However, in an article that appeared on Hezbollah’s website, Hezbollah senior activist 
Omar al-Moussawi says that although the UK’s policy has changed, Hezbollah’s has not. 
Hezbollah, he insists, remains an unchanged, singular and indivisible entity with no 
distinction between its military and political wings. … 
…the only benefit so far of the UK Government’s policy shift has been for Hezbollah, 
which has used it for its own electoral propaganda in the run-up to the Lebanese 
election. … 
 

col 212WH  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Bill 
Rammell): …let me state clearly we have no illusions about Hezbollah. The aim of our 
policy is for that organisation to change and for it to reject violence, disarm and engage 
constructively, democratically and peacefully in Lebanese politics, in line with UN 
Security Council resolutions. … 
I am not in a position to confirm or deny funding of Hezbollah in the UK, but I can assure 
my hon. Friend that the UK is at the forefront of global action to combat the financing of 
terrorism. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/halltext/90512h0007.htm#09051226000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/halltext/90512h0007.htm#09051226000004
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col 213WH  …alongside that tough stance, we are exploring the possibility of limited and 
considered contacts with Hezbollah’s politicians, and my hon. Friend referred to that. 
That means contacts only—I emphasise “only”—with those members of Hezbollah who 
are legitimately involved in Lebanese politics, and not with those who are involved in 
violence and terrorism. … 
…there is no read-across from that policy to Hamas. Our policies must reflect the specific 
circumstances of the Lebanese and Palestinian political contexts. We have no contact 
with Hamas, and we do not believe that it is productive to talk to it directly at the moment. 
The Arab League has mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. As long as Hamas 
fails to subscribe to a two-state solution and fundamentally to reject violence, it is difficult 
to see how it can be part of the solution. If and when the Palestinians form a Government 
of national consensus, we will look carefully at their exact composition and programme 
before making any decisions on engagement. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/halltext/90512
h0008.htm  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Israel: EU External Trade 

Dr. Starkey: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform what steps his Department has taken to ensure that individuals or 
companies which market or sell within the UK properties in Israeli settlements in East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank or the Golan inform potential purchasers of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office's recently issued advice on the risks of such purchases; what 
steps the Government is taking to publicise that advice; and what steps the Government 
is taking to enforce the legal responsibilities of those who sell or market the properties. 
[271618] 

Mr. Thomas [holding answer 30 April 2009]: The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office advises UK citizens that there are risks involved in purchasing property in 
Israeli settlements on land considered to be occupied under international law in 
East Jerusalem, the West Bank or the Golan. Prospective purchasers should be 
aware that future peace deals could have consequences for properties purchased 
in these settlements. The advice is available on the FCO website. 
Legislation specifically regulating the conduct of estate agents in the UK is not 
considered to apply to overseas property transactions. However, estate agents 
marketing overseas properties do have legal obligations to prospective purchasers 
under the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008. The 
Regulations oblige businesses not to mislead consumers through acts or 
omissions in their commercial practices. Failure to inform prospective purchasers 
of the risks involved in purchasing properties in the settlements could potentially 
amount to a misleading omission under the Regulations where this was likely to 
cause the average consumer to make a different choice. The Regulations are 
primarily enforced by local trading standards departments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w00
06.htm#09051257000013 
 

Israel: Military Aid 
Mr. Hayes: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence how much aid was given to Israel 
for military purposes between 1997 and 2008. [273849] 

Mr. Hutton: MOD gave no aid to Israel for military purposes between 1997 and 
2008. We do, however, offer places on defence education courses which are paid 
for by Israel on an attendance basis. Our defence relationship with Israel is in line 
with HMG's policy in support of the Middle East Peace Process of having a 
balanced relationship with the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w00
25.htm#09051321000023  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/halltext/90512h0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/halltext/90512h0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0006.htm#09051257000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0006.htm#09051257000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0025.htm#09051321000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0025.htm#09051321000023
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Hamas 
Mr. Amess: To ask the hon. Member for North Devon, representing the House of 
Commons Commission whether the organisers of the meeting held on the Parliamentary 
estate on 22 April 2009 involving a video link with a senior leader of Hamas sought the 
approval of the House of Commons Commission beforehand; what representations the 
Commission received from hon. Members opposing the video link from taking place; 
what response the Commission gave; and if he will make a statement. [274025] 

Nick Harvey: The House of Commons Commission has no role in approving 
Members’ choice of participants in video-linked meetings. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w00
01.htm#09051251000011  
 

Hamas 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions his Department had with the House of Commons authorities on the meeting 
held on the Parliamentary estate on 22 April 2009 involving a video link with a senior 
leader of Hamas; and if he will make a statement. [274027] 

Bill Rammell: This Department made no representations to the House of 
Commons authorities regarding a video link meeting with a senior leader of 
Hamas on 22 April 2009. We are not aware of any representations received from 
right hon. Members, hon. Members or members of the public regarding this 
meeting. However, we have consistently called for Hamas to renounce violence, 
recognise Israel, and adhere to previous Palestinian agreements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w00
11.htm#09051277000008  

 
 
UK Parliament: Petition 

Gaza 
The Petition of persons concerned at the BBC’s decision not to air the DEC’s Gaza 
Appeal 
Declares that the International Committee of the Red Cross has said that conditions for 
the people of Gaza are “worse than Darfur” but the BBC refuses to allow the Disasters 
Emergency Committee to broadcast an appeal for aid; further declares the petitioners' 
agreement with Government Health Minister Ben Bradshaw, who has said the reasons 
the BBC has given for blocking an appeal for humanitarian aid are “completely feeble” 
and that it was “an inexplicable decision”. 
The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons urges the Government to 
do everything in its power to urge the BBC to reconsider its decision and to contact the 
Disasters Emergency Committee as a matter of urgency so that its appeal can be 
broadcast nationally. 
And the Petitioners remain, etc. —[Presented by Mr. John Leech , Official Report, 10 
March 2009; Vol. 489, c. 270.]  
[P000323] 

Observations from the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport: 
This is a matter for the BBC. Under the terms of the BBC’s Charter and 
Agreement, the BBC is independent of Government and there is no provision for 
Government to intervene in the BBC’s day-to-day editorial matters. 
The BBC Charter and Agreement contain specific and detailed provisions on 
impartiality. A requirement has been placed on the BBC to treat controversial 
subjects with due accuracy and impartiality, both in the Corporation’s news 
services and in the more general field of programmes dealing with matters of 
public policy or industrial controversy. 
Within this framework, it is the BBC’s job to make judgements about what 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0001.htm#09051251000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0001.htm#09051251000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0011.htm#09051277000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0011.htm#09051277000008
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individual programmes should contain. It is a long-standing principle that the 
Government do not interfere in programme matters, either on arrangements for 
scheduling or on content. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/petntext/90512
p0001.htm#09051270000013  

 
 
Downing Street e-Petitions 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to call the Israeli government to account 
for its continued illegal settlements policy and disregard for international law. 
 

It is well known that Israel’s illegal settlements policy, in flagrant breach of international 
law and UN and international agreement, has been and is a means of systematically 
annexing Palestinian land, thereby preventing and pre-empting efforts to re-establish 
peace and the possibility of a Palestinian state. We call upon the Prime Minister to use 
his legal, historical and moral authority to address this injustice with the Israeli 
government as a matter of urgency and to take steps to do this with the governments of 
other nations collectively also. 

Government response: It is the long standing position of the Government that 
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are unlawful under 
international law and that their expansion makes reaching a comprehensive peace 
even harder.  The Prime Minister laid this out to the Knesset, saying that Israel 
must both initiate a freeze on new settlements and withdraw from existing ones, 
and Foreign and Commonwealth Office ministers have raised this with the new 
Israeli Government. 
The UK government provided £116,000 last year, supporting a project which 
saved 200 Palestinian houses from demolition in East Jerusalem. This year, an 
extension of that project, with UK funding of £135,000, has already taken an 
important step towards creating the first new Palestinian neighbourhood in East 
Jerusalem since 1967, with an expected occupancy of 2000-2500 housing units. 
Also the project has prevented a further 177 Palestinian homes from demolition. 
Overall we have pledged to provide £243 million over 3 years to support the 
Palestinian people.  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19154  
 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary holds meeting with Israeli Foreign Minister 
The British Foreign Secretary, David Miliband, and Israel’s Foreign Minister, Avigdor 
Lieberman, met today to discuss how the UK and Israel can continue to work together on 
a range of issues, particularly in the Middle East.    
They both expressed deep concern about Iran's nuclear intentions and destabilising 
actions in the region. They also had a detailed discussion about the Peace Process and 
the current situation in Gaza, during which each Minister presented his views.  Both 
emphasised the need for immediate progress towards a comprehensive peace.   
The Foreign Secretary and Foreign Minister agreed that the best way to tackle the 
strategic challenges facing the region was through cooperation and dialogue. They will 
remain in frequent contact in order to work towards a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=17685737  

TOP 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/petntext/90512p0001.htm#09051270000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/petntext/90512p0001.htm#09051270000013
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19154
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=17685737
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851205a.7.h
tml  
 
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0661205a.77
7-783.html  
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

European Parliament Election 
Liberal Democrat Party Manifesto 
http://europe.libdems.org.uk/sites/default/files/euromanifesto.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes in 5 days 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf 
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851205a.7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851205a.7.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0661205a.777-783.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0661205a.777-783.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://europe.libdems.org.uk/sites/default/files/euromanifesto.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
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Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx
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