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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Debate 

The second reading of the Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill will take place on 
Friday 15 May. 
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Community Relations 
Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government what recent steps her Department has taken to increase levels of 
community cohesion. [272877] 

Mr. Khan: We have demonstrated our ongoing commitment to community 
cohesion with a £50 million investment over three years and a public service 
agreement (PSA 21) to build cohesive, active and empowered communities. In 
addition to financial support we are working to support local authorities in 
delivering improvements in cohesion by providing a framework of guidance and 
targeted local support. 
The latest part of this guidance framework was delivered in January 2009 and 
contains guidance on Meaningful Interaction and Building a Local Sense of 
Belonging, and summarises what we already know about the benefits of 
interaction and a local sense of belonging and how it can be achieved. 
In addition, in we have also published an inter faith framework. Supported by a 
funding commitment of over £7.5 million, it aims to maintain and further develop 
good relations between faith communities and wider civil society. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090507/text/90507w00
12.htm#090507117000051  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090507/text/90507w0012.htm#090507117000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090507/text/90507w0012.htm#090507117000051
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Gallup & Coexist Foundation 

Muslim West Facts Project: What People Really Think 
A groundbreaking new report published today by Gallup and the Coexist Foundation 
shows that European Muslims in the United Kingdom, France and Germany feel more 
loyalty toward the country in which they live than the general public believes they do. …In 
the US, 33% of the public is classified as integrated, in Canada 31%, and in the UK only 
20%. … 
In the context of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which divides Jewish Israelis and 
Muslim and Christian Palestinians, a high percentage of Israel’s population (71%) can be 
classified as isolated. Israelis are also the least likely of Asian populations surveyed to 
say they always treat members of other faiths with respect and the least likely to agree 
that most religious faiths make a positive contribution to society. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.muslimwestfacts.com/mwf/File/118270/Gallup-Coexist-Index-2009-Press-
Release.aspx  
 
 
The Gallup Coexist Index 2009: A Global Study of Interfaith Relations 
http://www.muslimwestfacts.com/mwf/File/118267/Gallup-Coexist-Index-2009.aspx  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Palestinians: Overseas Trade 
Mr. McCartney: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
progress has been made on trade and investment in the Palestinian territories since the 
Palestinian Trade and Investment Forum in December 2008; and if he will make a 
statement. [273115] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: Since the London Business Forum on Trade and 
Investment in Palestine, there have been a number of positive developments. 
Palestinian Fairtrade olive oil was launched in February this year and is now on 
sale in UK supermarkets. This will increase sales of Palestinian olive oil, upon 
which 100,000 Palestinian families depend for their livelihoods. 
The Palestine Britain Business Council has also been established, with the 
purpose of promoting and facilitating bilateral trade and investment in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. It will hold its next meeting in Ramallah later this 
month. 
UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) is working closely with a range of private sector 
stakeholders on the follow-up to the London Business Forum and will be 
supporting both tourism and construction scoping missions to the West Bank over 
the summer. These will aim to map opportunities in the two sectors and bring them 
to the attention of British business. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090507/text/90507w00
21.htm#090507120000062  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.muslimwestfacts.com/mwf/File/118270/Gallup-Coexist-Index-2009-Press-Release.aspx
http://www.muslimwestfacts.com/mwf/File/118270/Gallup-Coexist-Index-2009-Press-Release.aspx
http://www.muslimwestfacts.com/mwf/File/118267/Gallup-Coexist-Index-2009.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090507/text/90507w0021.htm#090507120000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090507/text/90507w0021.htm#090507120000062
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (1443) Mordechai Vanunu – That this House deplores the fact that 
Mordechai Vanunu, released in April 2004 after serving a full 18-year sentence for 
revealing details of Israel's nuclear weapons' programme, has now had restrictions on his 
freedom of movement and speech in Israel renewed for yet a sixth year on 21 April; 
notes also that he is barred from leaving Israel and from speaking to foreigners for which 
latter offence he was sentenced last year to six months imprisonment, later reduced to 
three months; and calls upon the Government to request the Israeli government to 
procure the final lifting of these restrictions, which have no legal or security justification 
and are an infringement of Mordechai Vanunu's human rights. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38607&SESSION=899  

 
 
United Nations 

UN report highlights ‘shrinking space’ for Palestinians in Bethlehem 
Israeli measures have reduced the amount of land available in Bethlehem for 
Palestinian use, limited the area’s access to resources and restricted its potential for 
development, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
says in a new report. 
“Shrinking Space: Urban Contraction and Rural Fragmentation in the Bethlehem 
Governorate,” examines how Israeli measures – such as the Barrier, settlements and 
closures – have impacted Palestinian livelihoods, development and residential 
expansion in Bethlehem, which comprises approximately 660 kilometres. … 
Only 13 per cent of land in Bethlehem is available for Palestinian use, and much of it is 
fragmented, the report shows. In addition, Israel retains security control and jurisdiction 
over building and planning in 66 per cent of the governorate. 
Also, the Barrier route in Bethlehem reaches 10 kilometres into the West Bank. If 
completed, it will cut off some of the most fertile cultivated land in the governorate as 
well as 21,000 Palestinian villagers from the urban centre, according to the report. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30731&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
 
Shrinking Space: Urban Contraction and Rural Fragmentation in the Bethlehem 
Governorate 
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline2.un.org/oPt  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Middle East 
peace process on Tuesday 12 May at 1.00pm 
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http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38607&SESSION=899
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30731&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline2.un.org/oPt
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf 
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 
 Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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