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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

High street stores to help customers get their passports and ID cards 
…The government believes the best way to help people apply for identity documents 
conveniently and cost effectively is for facial data and fingerprints to be collected by 
trusted high street businesses – just as passport photographs are taken now. The 
companies would operate under strict standards set by the Home Office. …The Home 
Secretary also confirmed that Greater Manchester has been chosen as the first location 
for the National Identity Service (NIS). Citizens will be able to apply for an identity card 
there from this autumn before the wider population in 2012. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/high-st-shops-passports-idcards  
 

 
Ministry of Justice 

Access to Justice: a review of existing evidence of the experiences of minority 
groups based on ethnicity, identity and sexuality  
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/access-justice-minority-groups.pdf  

 
 
Department of Health 

Consultation report on the regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_098882  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Anniversaries 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to 
what events held in (a) the UK and (b) Israel to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of Tel Aviv he has been invited; what such invitations he has (i) accepted 
and (ii) declined; and if he will make a statement. [272174] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has not received any 
invitations to events commemorating the 100th anniversary of the founding of Tel 
Aviv. However our ambassador to Tel Aviv has accepted invitations to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090505/text/90505w00
10.htm#09050554000037  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of persons allegedly murdered in the Gaza Strip 
by Hamas members since December 2008; and if he will make a statement. [272175] 

Bill Rammell: According to the Amnesty International report published in April 
2009, between 27 December 2008 and 31 March 2009 there have been at least 
32 extra-judicial killings which were committed by either Hamas security forces or 
gunmen believed to be associated with Hamas. 
The UK clearly condemns these acts of violence and will continue to call for 
Hamas to renounce violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090505/text/90505w00
10.htm#09050554000038  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Speech by Bill Rammell in Boston: The Middle East Peace Process – the new political 
landscape 
... When it comes to the Middle East, your message is clear – and absolutely in line with 
ours in the UK.  President Obama summed it up well when he spoke to the Turkish 
Parliament on the 6th of April.  He said – and I quote: 
“The United States strongly supports the goal of two states, Israel and Palestine, living 
side by side in peace and security.” 
Britain supports the US wish to see a two-state solution because such a solution is the 
only way to give Israelis and Palestinians what they want.  
Put in the simplest possible terms: the Palestinians want statehood; while the Israelis 
want security.  
What is clear is that neither can get what they want without both of them doing so.  The 
Israelis can’t have the security they crave without settling the Palestinian statehood issue 
– and the Palestinians can’t get statehood as long as Israel feels threatened.  
So the only way for each side to get what they want, is to deliver for the other.  It’s the 
exact opposite of a zero-sum game.  The more you give, the more you gain. … 
For the first time, Israel is being offered the chance to throw off the curse of living in 
interesting times.  For the first time, it has the chance to be just another country worrying 
about the economy and global warming instead of where the next attack might take 
place.  
This is a substantial offer that the Israelis would be wrong to dismiss lightly.  
It’s also a time limited offer.  
The Arab moderates who pushed the more hard-line states into agreeing to the Initiative 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090505/text/90505w0010.htm#09050554000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090505/text/90505w0010.htm#09050554000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090505/text/90505w0010.htm#09050554000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090505/text/90505w0010.htm#09050554000038
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say they won’t be able to keep the offer on the table for ever.  If there is further violence, 
for example, the offer could be withdrawn – and the opportunity missed. … 
I can’t emphasis enough how important it is to grasp the chance for peace now.  
We can’t wait for the next government in Israel, or a unified Palestinian political body.  
And we can’t wait for every grievance – however genuine and worthy – to be dealt with to 
the satisfaction of all concerned.  
Because if we all wait for the optimal outcome – then there will be no outcome at all. 
And while we wait for the impossible – this conflict will continue to destroy the futures of 
those in Israel and Palestine alike.  And it will continue to poison global politics in a way 
that prevents us coming together on the big issues faced by all nations. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=17324540  

 
 
United Nations 

Cyprus Hosts United Nations International Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian 
Peace 
The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, with 
the agreement of the Government of Cyprus, will convene the United Nations 
International Meeting in Support of Israeli-Palestinian Peace on 6 and 7 May at the Hilton 
Park Hotel in Nicosia.  Mandated by the United Nations General Assembly, the theme of 
the Meeting is “Action by European, Arab and other parliamentarians and their umbrella 
organizations for Israeli-Palestinian peace”.  
The objective of the Meeting is to emphasize the important role played by national 
parliaments and inter-parliamentary organizations in shaping public opinion, formulating 
policy guidelines and upholding international legitimacy in support of a comprehensive, 
just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine.  It will discuss ways in which 
lawmakers and their organizations can be instrumental in helping the parties resume and 
strengthen the political dialogue and in promoting and applying the principles of 
international law to efforts aimed at resolving the conflict.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2009/gapal1119.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf 
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 
 Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
** UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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