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Community Relations 
ENAR 

Shadow Report on Racism in Europe 2008: United Kingdom 
http://cms.horus.be/files/99935/MediaArchive/national/UK%20-%20SR%202008.pdf  
 
to read shadow reports for other countries see 
http://www.enar-eu.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=15294&langue=EN  
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Israel 
"Quartet" 

Quartet Statement  
 … The Quartet reiterates that the only viable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is 
an agreement that ends the occupation that began in 1967; resolves all permanent status 
issues as previously defined by the parties; and fulfils the aspirations of both parties for 
independent homelands through two states for two peoples, Israel and an independent, 
contiguous and viable state of Palestine, living side by side in peace and security. The 
Quartet re-affirms that Arab-Israeli peace and the establishment of a peaceful state of 
Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza, on this basis, is in the fundamental interests of the 
parties, of all states in the region, and of the international community. … 
 … The Quartet calls on Israel and the Palestinians to act on their previous agreements 
and obligations--in particular adherence to the Roadmap, irrespective of reciprocity--to 
create the conditions for the resumption of negotiations in the near term. The Quartet 
urges the government of Israel to freeze all settlement activity, including natural growth; 
and to refrain from provocative actions in East Jerusalem and calls on the Palestinian 
Authority to continue to make every effort to improve law and order, to fight violent 
extremism, and to end incitement. … 
… the Quartet welcomes the Palestinian Authority's plan for constructing the institutions 
of the Palestinian state within 24 months as a demonstration of the PA's serious 
commitment to an independent state that provides opportunity, justice, and security for 
the Palestinian people and is a responsible neighbor to all states in the region. The 
Quartet notes significantly improved economic growth in the West Bank and welcomes 
initial ministerial contact between the Palestinian Authority and Israel on economic 
issues. The Quartet welcomes further steps by Israel to promote change on the ground 
and encourages it to re-double those efforts, in particular concerning free movement of 
people and goods. … 

http://cms.horus.be/files/99935/MediaArchive/national/UK%20-%20SR%202008.pdf
http://www.enar-eu.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=15294&langue=EN
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The Quartet stresses the urgency of a durable resolution to the Gaza crisis and calls for 
a solution that addresses Israel's legitimate security concerns, including an end to 
weapons smuggling into Gaza; promotes the re-unification of Gaza and the West Bank 
under the legitimate Palestinian Authority; and facilitates the opening of the crossings to 
allow for the unimpeded flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods, and persons to and 
from Gaza, consistent with UN Security Council Resolution 1860. … The Quartet 
reiterates its call for the immediate release of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/quartet-24sep2009.htm  

 
 

United Nations 
UN and partners call on Israel, Palestinians to renew talks as matter of urgency 
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the search for Middle East peace today 
urged Israel and the Palestinians to resume their negotiations as a matter of urgency in 
pursuit of a two-State solution to their conflict.  … “The Quartet urges the Government of 
Israel to freeze all settlement activity, including natural growth; and to refrain from 
provocative actions in East Jerusalem and calls on the Palestinian Authority to continue 
to make every effort to improve law and order, to fight violent extremism, and to end 
incitement,” the communiqué said, echoing Mr. Obama’s words.   
The four partners welcomed plans by the Palestinian Authority to complete the building of 
state institutions within 24 months as a demonstration of its serious commitment to an 
independent State that provides opportunity, justice, and security for the Palestinian 
people and is a responsible neighbour to all States in the region.  
They also noted significantly improved economic growth in the West Bank and welcomed 
initial ministerial contact between the Palestinian Authority and Israel on economic 
issues, as well as further steps by Israel to promote change on the ground, urging it to re-
double those efforts, in particular concerning free movement of people and goods. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32215&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Israel must be pressured on Middle East peace process, Lebanon tells UN debate 
The international community must step up pressure on Israel to fulfil its obligations to the 
Middle East peace process, Lebanon’s President told the General Assembly today, 
warning that Israeli “threats of attacks and wars” were futile and only delayed a long-term 
solution to the region’s troubles. … Mr. Sleiman said a lasting solution to the Middle East 
conflict will not work unless the parties demonstrate “genuine political will to commit 
themselves to peace and its obligations.” But he accused Israel of not showing that will, 
given that “the soundness and usefulness of a just peace are still under discussion on 
both its Government and grass-roots levels.” He added that “Israeli threats of attacks and 
wars persist as a means to impose control hegemony, as well as to impose a fait 
accompli, should they not be as means of expansion, displacement, and further 
encroachment of the Palestinians’ and Arabs’ rights.” 
Mr. Sleiman contrasted this with the position of the Arab countries, which he noted “had 
put forward an integrated peace initiative that was unanimously adopted” in 2002. 
Stressing the importance of the Palestinians having “their natural and legitimate right of 
return to their lands and homes, the Lebanese President described the Palestinian cause 
as being at the heart of the Middle East crisis. “Israel’s resorting to force to impose a fait 
accompli is futile and shall neither weaken the will nor the determination of the Arab 
people to retrieve their rights. Partial and unilateral solutions could not achieve genuine 
peace, and unjust solutions are short-lived.” Also criticizing “Israeli intransigence” in 
achieving Middle East peace was Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32258&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 

http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/quartet-24sep2009.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32215&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32258&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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End of Israeli-Palestinian conflict critical for regional peace, Turkey tells UN debate 
… “Turkey has on every possible occasion stressed that it is not possible to turn a blind 
eye to the appalling conditions in Gaza,” Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan told the 
second day of the high-level segment of the Assembly, held at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. “It is our common humanitarian and moral responsibility to 
ensure that the tragedy unfolding in Gaza is brought to an end, and an atmosphere of 
lasting peace is created in the region,” said Mr. Erdogan. … “It has been eight months 
since the declaration of the ceasefires that ended the hostilities in Gaza,” he said, adding 
that six months have also passed since an international conference in Egypt pledged 
billions of dollars for the reconstruction of the area. “However, I regret that the human 
tragedy in Gaza still goes on.” Mr. Erdogan noted that closures at border crossings block 
reconstruction materials and supplies from entering Gaza, causing extended suffering for 
the 1.4 million people living in the Strip. “We demand that these obstacles are 
immediately lifted and normalcy restored to Gaza for the sake of peace and security of 
both Israel and the Palestinians,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32220&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Israel presses UN to rise to challenge of containing Iranian nuclear threat 
… “A mere six decades after the Holocaust, you give legitimacy to a man who denies 
that the murder of six million Jews took place and pledges to wipe out the Jewish State,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told the General Assembly’s high-level annual debate, referring to Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. … 
The desire of all of Israel for peace was manifested in the country’s unilateral withdrawal 
from Gaza in 2005, at the expense of uprooting more than 8,000 Israelis, Mr. Netanyahu 
said. “We didn’t get peace,” he said. “Instead we got an Iranian-backed terror base 50 
miles from Tel Aviv,” with the Palestinian group Hamas increasing their rocket attacks 
against Israeli towns and cities by tenfold. In response, “the UN was silent,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32224&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN agency assisting Palestinian refugees marks six decades of work 
National leaders and senior government ministers from around the world gathered at 
United Nations Headquarters in New York today to pay tribute to the efforts of the UN 
agency that has assisted Palestinian refugees across the Middle East for 60 years. … 
Karen AbuZayd, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, said today’s high-level event offers 
“an occasion for reflection on why after 60 years of exile and dispossession, millions of 
Palestine refugees remain stateless. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32202&Cr=UNRWA&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32220&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32224&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32202&Cr=UNRWA&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
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Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 3 days 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Reform of the House of Commons (closes 12 October 2009) 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/09/committee-to-look-at-reform-of-the-commons/  
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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