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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Students: Radicalism 
Mr. Holloway: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills pursuant to the answer to the hon. Member for Lancaster and Wyre of 15 July 
2009, Official Report, column 507W, on students: radicalism, which institutions will 
receive further targeted support in academic year 2009-10. [290879] 

Ian Lucas [holding answer 9 September 2009]: In academic year 2009-10 the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills will be giving targeted advice and 
support to institutions in priority Prevent-funded local authority areas. 
A full list of these priority areas can be found on the Communities and Local 
Government website: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/preventingextremism/lafunding/ 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090914/text/90914w00
20.htm#0909143000181  

 
 
Home Office 

Control Order Powers (11th June 2009 – 10th September 2009) 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/control-order-
statements/control-order-quarterly-10Sep?view=Binary  

 
 

Home Secretary appoints first Identity Commissioner 
The first Identity Commissioner, Sir Joseph Pilling, was confirmed today by the Home 
Secretary Alan Johnson. … The new Identity Commissioner will act independently and 
on behalf of the public to ensure that information held on the National Identity Register is 
accurate and secure as well as monitoring the use identity cards are put to by both public 
and private sectors. 
To read the full press release see 
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/first-identity-commissioner  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/preventingextremism/lafunding/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090914/text/90914w0020.htm#0909143000181
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090914/text/90914w0020.htm#0909143000181
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/control-order-statements/control-order-quarterly-10Sep?view=Binary
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/control-order-statements/control-order-quarterly-10Sep?view=Binary
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/first-identity-commissioner
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Hate crime victims receive more support  
The government’s new action plan seeks to reduce hate crime, support hate crime 
victims and bring more perpetrators to justice. 
The Hate crime action plan aims to increase victims’ confidence in the justice system and 
to encourage more people to report these crimes. This will be done by: 

• giving local partnerships more advice on how to deal with hate crime and set up 
their own action plans to tackle hate crime in their area 

• making sure the measures to help support vulnerable and intimidated witnesses 
give evidence in court are more widely used 

• providing more help for probation staff to improve the management of hate 
crime offenders 

• setting new investigating and recording standards for the police. 
Ten organisations have been successful in their bids to the hate crime section of the 
Victims’ fund. These organisations share a total of £310,000 to help provide specialist 
support to hate crime victims.  
[Successful applicants, of which the CST is one, are:] 

• Age Concern Camden 
• Community Security Trust 
• GIRES 
• North Herts People First 
• Redbridge Equalities Council 
• Royal Mencap Kirklees 
• Stonewall 
• Stop Hate UK 
• Torfaen People First 
• Voice UK 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/hate-crime-plan-launched  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel: Entry Clearances 
Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether his Department submitted a further request for an explanation from the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) of the treatment of the hon. Member for Birmingham, 
Selly Oak and her travelling companions when they were refused entry into Israel at Ben 
Gurion Airport in 2006 following its receipt of the MFA letter of 15 January 2007; what 
steps were taken by his Department following receipt of a copy of relevant file papers 
from the hon. Member for Birmingham, Selly Oak in June 2008; and if he will make a 
statement. [291106] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Entry into and exit from Israel is a matter for the Israeli 
Government. We have raised this case with the Israeli Government a number of 
times, most recently in October 2008. Their position then was that there was no 
possibility of investigating the incident further and that they considered the matter 
closed. We regret that we have not been able to elicit a response further to the 
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs letter of 15 January 2007. The Israeli authorities 
are not obliged to provide us with a reason why the hon. Member and her 
constituents were denied entry. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090914/text/90914w00
17.htm#0909143000153  
 

 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/hate-crime-action-plan/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/hate-crime-plan-launched
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090914/text/90914w0017.htm#0909143000153
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090914/text/90914w0017.htm#0909143000153


 
3 

 

United Nations 

UN mission finds evidence of war crimes by both sides in Gaza conflict 
The United Nations fact-finding mission on the Gaza conflict at the start of this year has 
found evidence that both Israeli forces and Palestinian militants committed serious war 
crimes and breaches of humanitarian law, which may amount to crimes against 
humanity.  … “The mission concluded that actions amounting to war crimes and possibly, 
in some respects, crimes against humanity, were committed by the Israel Defense Force 
(IDF).” “There’s no question that the firing of rockets and mortars [by armed groups from 
Gaza] was deliberate and calculated to cause loss of life and injury to civilians and 
damage to civilian structures. The mission found that these actions also amount to 
serious war crimes and also possibly crimes against humanity,” he said.  … “The mission 
finds that the conduct of the Israeli armed forces constitute grave breaches of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention in respect of wilful killings and wilfully causing great suffering to 
protected persons and as such give rise to individual criminal responsibility,” the report’s 
executive summary said. “It also finds that the direct targeting and arbitrary killing of 
Palestinian civilians is a violation of the right to life.”  
It went on to criticize the “deliberate and systematic policy on the part of the Israeli armed 
forces to target industrial sites and water installations,” and the use of Palestinian 
civilians as human shields.  
On the objectives and strategy of Israel’s military operation, the mission concluded that 
military planners deliberately followed a doctrine which involved “the application of 
disproportionate force and the causing of great damage and destruction to civilian 
property and infrastructure, and suffering to civilian populations.”  
On the firing of mortars from Gaza, the mission concluded that they were indiscriminate 
and deliberate attacks against a civilian population and “would constitute war crimes and 
may amount to crimes against humanity.” It added that their apparent intention of 
spreading terror among the Israeli civilian population was a violation of international law. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32057&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
 
Human Rights in Palestine and other Occupied Arab Territories: Report of the 
United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Repor
t.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32057&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Report.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/specialsession/9/docs/UNFFMGC_Report.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Reform of the House of Commons (closes 12 October 2009) 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/09/committee-to-look-at-reform-of-the-commons/  
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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