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Holocaust 
UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate at 2.30 tomorrow on the Recognition of British 
heroes of the Holocaust.  

 
 
Downing Street 

PM’s message at Auschwitz-Birkenau 
“What I have seen this afternoon is a harrowing testament to the murder of so many who 
suffered here the extremes of terror. What happened here is a shared human story - a 
perpetual reminder of all the darkness of which the world is capable, but also a story of 
what the world can endure and survive. 
That is why our children and grandchildren must learn about this terrible place, and so 
become able to share the grief and shame of mankind’s greatest evil, and also share the 
hope that comes from our ability to choose, our ability to act justly. As the book of 
Deuteronomy tells us: “Justice, justice shall you pursue.” 
As Elie Wiesel wrote: “Because I remember, I despair. Because I remember, I have the 
duty to reject despair.” The British people reject despair. We say with one voice that 
there is no place for such hate in our world. 
In this place of desolation I reaffirm my belief that we all have a duty - each and every 
one of us - not to stand by, but to stand up against discrimination and prejudice. As we 
remember the worst of our past, we must each commit ourselves to serve the best of our 
future.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19132  
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Foreign Affairs 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Anti-racism (UN Conference) 
includes: 
 

John Mann: …The speech by Ahmadinejad was clearly an election rallying call, one that 
he doubtless needs because his own population has been turning on him from workers’ 
strikes against his failure to run the economy properly to anti-Palestinian worker protests. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19132
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…The essence of the racism of Ahmadinejad, in playing to his domestic audience, is to 
deny the rights of the Jewish people to self-determination; to move well beyond 
legitimate language and rhetoric; and to deny the holocaust, something that he was 
persuaded to drop, or not to do, in this particular UN speech. … 
One of the interesting dilemmas and problems with the Durban conference, the Durban 
review process and the Geneva conference is that, in a conference looking at anti-
racism, the problems in the run-up to the conference for several years and the problems 
in the conference itself were about racism, including overt racism. Such overt racism was 
exactly what was seen in the first Durban conference, when there was some of the most 
vile and vitriolic racism that one could ever imagine at any international conference. … 
That poses dilemmas for democratic countries that have an ongoing proud record of 
standing up and doing things against racism … Some chose to boycott the conference.  
…Others, led by the United Kingdom, chose to participate and attempt, with significant 
success, to influence the final declaration and keep it within the red lines of what is 
acceptable, so as to prevent a document being used around the world to further the aims 
of those who wish to use racism in the name of anti-racism. … 
We need to think about why the UN got itself into that position in the first place, because 
it ought to be in the lead against all forms of racism, including, but not only, anti-
Semitism. That is part of its ethos and why this country and others formed it in the 
aftermath of the second world war, because racism, xenophobia, and specifically anti-
Semitism, had dominated the world agenda and led to that war. That was the genesis of 
the UN. … 
In London only two months ago, we, along with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
hosted the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism …bringing 42 
countries from across the world together to establish the London declaration, which takes 
forward the work on how to combat anti-Semitism domestically and internationally. I am 
delighted that the Prime Minister, the Foreign Secretary and other senior Ministers have 
signed the declaration. This afternoon further senior Ministers, including the Leader of 
the House, will sign the declaration at 5 pm. The Liberal Democrat leadership have 
signed it, and we hope and anticipate that in the near future the Conservative party 
leadership will also find time in their busy schedules to sign it. … 
The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe has a much smaller remit than 
the United Nations in dealing with racism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism, but it has 
appointed special rapporteurs—until recently, Gert Weisskirchen was the special 
rapporteur on anti-Semitism from the German Bundestag—to work for the president in 
office to combat anti-Semitism and to take a lead. It has done likewise with 
Christianophobia and Islamophobia and appointed special rapporteurs. … 
Anti-Semitism is part of the genesis of the United Nations and should be at the core of its 
fabric rather than being brought in by Governments such as ours, the American 
Government, the German Government, the French Government and others who believe 
that it is an important domestic and international priority. Democracies in the UN should 
stand up when it comes to racism and anti-Semitism, and not allow non-democracies or 
people who would abuse democracy, such as Ahmadinejad, to steal and usurp the 
agenda, as has been done recently. … 
communities throughout the world that are directly impacted in their daily lives and their 
opportunities by the vileness and hatred of racism, including the Jewish community in 
this country, believe that the United Nations is not for them, because it will not take up 
their issues. We must counter that within the UN and in the way in which the United 
Kingdom Parliament and Government interact with the United Nations. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmwhall/14.htm#hddr_1 
 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(Gillian Merron):  …[John Mann] is chair of the all-party group against anti-Semitism. 
Moreover, as we have all seen today, he is a powerful and articulate champion in the 
struggle against anti-Semitism, and long may he be so. 
I should like to put it on record that the all-party group is both groundbreaking and 
unique. It sets the standard, and it clearly inspired the recent inter-parliamentary 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmwhall/14.htm#hddr_1
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conference against anti-Semitism, which was actively supported by my right hon. and 
noble Friend Lord Malloch-Brown, the Minister with responsibility for human rights. … 
Millions of victims of racism around the world, as well as representatives from many 
organisations in the UK, expected us to show the political courage to address the issues, 
and not to leave the conference free for others to peddle their intolerance. The 
conference last week was the final stage of a long, tough and controversial multilateral 
negotiation. It was a very different conference from 2001. Non-governmental 
organisations from the Jewish community were better involved. Karen Pollock, chief 
executive of the Holocaust Education Trust, said: 
“The environment was different. President Ahmadinejad apart, there has been none of 
the anti-Israeli rhetoric that characterised the conference then.” 
…I am glad to say that the UK delegation was instrumental not only in securing our red 
lines, but in agreeing improved UN language on the issue of racism, which my hon. 
Friend said was so important. We secured language in the outcome document that 
stated that the holocaust must never be forgotten and that stressed the importance of the 
fight against anti-Semitism. We successfully kept out language that sought to single out 
Israel for criticism. … 
I turn to the anti-Semitic rantings of the Iranian President. Some called on the United 
Kingdom to boycott the conference in expectation of such a statement, or to withdraw 
from the conference following the Iranian President’s intervention. The UK delegation, 
along with many others, left the conference hall once he started his abusive tirade. We 
were simply not prepared to leave unchallenged a description of Israel as a “racist state” 
founded on the “pretext of Jewish suffering”. Such a walk-out is not usual in international 
diplomacy and it sent a clear, strong message that such language is completely 
unacceptable, as is denial of the holocaust. … 
I have heard my hon. Friend’s suggestion that we have a particular anti-Semitism unit, 
and I will raise that with the Minister responsible for human rights. … 
The Government remain committed to action against the scourge of racism in all its 
forms, including anti-Semitism, so that we can secure a fairer future for victims of 
discrimination around the world. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmwhall/15.htm  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN World Conference Against Racism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take at the United Nations in respect of 
statements about the state of Israel made by the President of Iran at the UN Durban 2 
anti-racism conference; and if he will make a statement; [271442] 
(2) what discussions (a) he (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department plan to have 
with governments of Arab states on the statements about the state of Israel made by the 
President of Iran at the UN Durban 2 anti-racism conference; and if he will make a 
statement. [271443] 

Bill Rammell: The UK condemns the hate-filled rhetoric of President Ahmadinejad 
and deems it offensive, inflammatory and utterly unacceptable. My right hon. 
Friend the Foreign Secretary reiterated this in his press statement of 20 April 2009 
in response to President Ahmadinejad’s statement at the Durban Review 
Conference in Geneva that day. A copy of the statement may be found on the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office website at: www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom 
We will continue to make our views clear at all levels in discussions with UN 
members and other states around the world. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090427/text/90427w00
09.htm#09042735000065  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmwhall/15.htm
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090427/text/90427w0009.htm#09042735000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090427/text/90427w0009.htm#09042735000065
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UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 
Written Ministerial Statement on Durban Review Conference 

David Milliband: …The UK’s engagement in the review process has always come with 
clear red lines that, if breached, would have led to our withdrawal.  We made clear in 
particular that we would not accept a repeat of the appalling anti-Semitism seen at the 
first Durban Conference in 2001.   And the outcome text would need to meet a number of 
explicit conditions.  
In the event, we negotiated a text that did meet those conditions.   In particular, we 
resisted attempts for language calling for restrictions to the right of freedom of 
expression, including through the concept of “defamation of religions.”  We secured 
language on Holocaust remembrance (to which Iran objected but then, in a minority of 
one, agreed) and the fight against anti-Semitism, and successfully rebutted attempts to 
single-out any country for criticism in the outcome document. … 
on the first day of the conference, President Ahmadinejad of Iran delivered a statement 
to the conference, in which he made unacceptable comments describing Israel as a 
“racist government” established on the “pretext of Jewish suffering.”  The Government 
deemed these comments offensive, inflammatory and utterly unacceptable.  That such 
remarks were made at the UN's anti-racism conference was all the more shocking and 
outrageous.   On instructions agreed between several like-minded countries, the UK 
delegation – along with a number of others – left the hall in protest and in solidarity with 
those targeted by the Iranian President.  The delegation returned to the hall once the 
Iranian President had finished speaking.  
he British Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva, Peter Gooderham, delivered a 
statement on 22 April condemning the Iranian President’s speech, but also making clear 
that we did not want to leave the stage only to those, like President Ahmadinejad, who 
would take global efforts against racism backwards.  We remained in the UN conference 
because we wanted an outcome that advanced global efforts against racism. … 
To read the full text of the statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmwms/archive/090428.htm#hddr_5  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

** closes in 7 days 
Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
**   Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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