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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Ministers of Religion 
Mr. Paul Goodman: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government with reference to page 89 of the report, The United Kingdom's Strategy for 
Countering International Terrorism, published in March 2009 and the development of a 
set of standards and a recruitment framework for all chaplains engaged in public service, 
what criteria will be used to select chaplains; who will select the chaplains; and what role 
the Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board will play in the development of the set 
of standards and recruitment framework. [270451] 

Mr. Khan: Following a tendering process in August 2008, Faith Matters were 
awarded the contract to pilot a draft framework of standards and recruitment 
process for public institutions to use when engaging Muslim chaplains, developed 
by The Experience Corps. Pilots will be undertaken in a number of public 
institutions, including prisons, hospitals and police forces. 
Pilot sites will be selected by Faith Matters, based on public institutions which will 
be looking to engage a Muslim chaplain within the next couple of months, and 
willing to follow, or be assessed against, the recruitment process and use the 
framework of standards to assess candidates' suitability for the post. 
As the framework of standards and recruitment process documents have already 
been developed by The Experience Corps, the Mosques and Imams National 
Advisory Board (MINAB) have not played a role in developing these. 
Faith Matters' evaluation of the pilots will incorporate the views of relevant officials 
within participating institutions, as well as wider stakeholder consultation with 
imams, other faith leaders, chaplains, and officials from other Government 
Departments and relevant associated agencies. Individuals who take part in 
MINAB may feed into the evaluation of the pilots as part of the wider stakeholder 
consultation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w00
23.htm#09042372000018  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0023.htm#09042372000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0023.htm#09042372000018
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Cabinet Office 

All young people expected and supported to help their communities 
…It is the Government’s ambition that, in time, all young people will contribute at least 50 
hours of community service by the age of 19.  The Government will be exploring how 
best to achieve this goal, including how to build on the platform provided by citizenship 
education, which all young people study through the national curriculum.  
Today Ministers announced a £146 million funding package to deliver immediate steps to 
help achieve this goal of community service for all. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2009/090424_dcsf.aspx 
for statements by the PM see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19106  
and 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19111  
and 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19112  

 
 
Farm Animal Welfare Council 

 Response to Consultation on the Commission Proposal to Replace Directive 93/119 
with a Regulation on the Protection of Animals at the Time of Killing  
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-090420.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Citizenship Survey April – December 2008, England 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1208751.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take at the United Nations in respect of the 
reported Qassam rocket attack on Eshkol by Palestinians in Northern Gaza on 15 April 
2009; and if he will make a statement. [270494] 

Bill Rammell: We unreservedly condemn rocket attacks targeting innocent 
civilians. The UK led the way at the UN to achieve Security Council Resolution 
1860 which clearly condemns all violence directed against civilians and all acts of 
terrorism. It also spelt out that a lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
can only be achieved by peaceful means. We continue to work to make progress 
towards such a solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w00
06.htm#09042351000056  
 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2009/090424_dcsf.aspx
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19106
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19111
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19112
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-090420.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1208751.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0006.htm#09042351000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0006.htm#09042351000056
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Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the Written Statement by Lord 
Tunnicliffe on 17 March (WS 59), what conditions are attached to the grant of £50 million 
for reconstruction in Gaza; what conditions are attached to planned development and aid 
expenditure in 2009-10 in the occupied West Bank; and to what extent the government of 
Israel is affected by any conditions. [HL2366] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: There are no conditions attached to our £50 million pledge for 
humanitarian assistance and early recovery in Gaza. The UK believes that all 
vulnerable people in need retain the right to humanitarian assistance, whatever 
their political affiliation. Our aid is provided through organisations that have 
experience of operating in Gaza, and have the expertise and resources to provide 
immediate help to people in desperate need. We remain in contact with all our 
partners to make sure that UK government funding is being used appropriately 
and relief items are getting to those who need them. These criteria will be used for 
working with future partners. 
With regards to our planned expenditure in the West Bank, at the Paris pledging 
conference in December 2007 the UK committed up to £243 million over three 
years to the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Provision of this funding is linked to 
tangible progress in peace negotiations, including progress on reform of the 
Palestinian Authority, and the easing of movement and access restrictions by the 
Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90423w0001.htm#0904
2345000060  
 
 
UK Ministerial Statement 
 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
The Minister for Europe (Caroline Flint): The General Affairs and External Relations 
Council (GAERC) will be held on 27 April in Luxembourg. My right hon. Friend the 
Foreign Secretary (David Miliband) will represent the UK. 
The agenda items are as follows: … 
Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
This will be the first GAERC since the formation of the Netanyahu Government. The 
Czech presidency is awaiting the outcome of the Israeli policy review and does not 
currently plan MEPP Council conclusions at this Council. We expect Ministers to express 
their support for a comprehensive and regional approach to the MEPP and to raise 
continuing concerns on Gaza as well as on Israeli settlement activity. US special envoy 
Senator Mitchell will have briefed the EU’s Political and Security Committee on 22 April, 
which may influence discussion at this GAERC. 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/wmstext/90423
m0001.htm#09042348000012  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Iran: Jews 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the human rights situation of the Jewish community 
in Iran; and if he will make a statement. [270495] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90423w0001.htm#09042345000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90423w0001.htm#09042345000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/wmstext/90423m0001.htm#09042348000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/wmstext/90423m0001.htm#09042348000012
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Bill Rammell: While we have general concerns about freedom of religion and 
belief in Iran, we understand that the Jewish community has relatively good 
relations with the wider Muslim community in Iran. The Iranian Jewish community 
does face some institutional discrimination, but we do not believe that its members 
face systematic persecution. We continue to monitor the situation closely and 
officials regularly meet representatives of the Jewish community in Tehran and 
London to review the situation. 

 
Iran: Religious Freedom 

Ms Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the extent of freedom of religion and belief in 
Iran; and if he will make a statement. [269999] 

Bill Rammell: Together with our EU partners we continue to have serious 
concerns about the situation of all religious minorities in Iran. These groups suffer 
state-sponsored and systematic forms of intimidation and persecution. They face 
gross human rights violations such as arbitrary detention without charge and 
without access to lawyers, confiscation of property and denial of education. Such 
detentions are becoming increasingly common in Iran, and are cause for serious 
concern. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w00
05.htm#09042351000051  
 

Hezbollah 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
which units of Hezbollah his Department has identified as reporting to the Jihad Council. 
[270062] 

Bill Rammell: Our assessment of Hezbollah draws on intelligence material. As 
such we are unable to comment any further on the detail of our assessment. 

Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 25 March 2009, Official Report, column 390W, on Hezbollah, if 
he will place in the Library a copy of his Department's assessment of Hezbollah's 
involvement in terrorism. [270063] 

Bill Rammell: The Department's assessment of Hezbollah's involvement in 
terrorism draws on sensitive intelligence material. It is therefore not possible to 
place a copy of it in the Library. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w00
05.htm#09042351000050  

 
 
Durban Review Conference 

Agenda 24 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_24
_April.pdf  
 
Webcast of proceedings 24 April   
(video available in English translation and in original languages) 
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090424  
 
 
Summary of the afternoon session, 24 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.
pdf 
and 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_roundu
p_en.pdf 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0005.htm#09042351000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0005.htm#09042351000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0005.htm#09042351000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090423/text/90423w0005.htm#09042351000050
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_24_April.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_24_April.pdf
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090424
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_roundup_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_roundup_en.pdf
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Summary of the morning session, 24 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.
pdf  
 
Summary of the afternoon session, 23 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/23.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_rev
1_en.pdf  
 
Summary of the morning session, 23 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/23.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.
pdf  
 
Anti-racism report adopted despite 'disinformation' campaign 
…182 countries were able to come together on an anti-racism report despite a highly-
organized “campaign of disinformation” the United Nations human rights chief said …As 
for those levelling accusations that the 2001 document is anti-Semitic, it is “clear that 
either they had not bothered to read what it actually said, or they were putting a cast on it 
that was, to say the least, decidedly exaggerated,” she said, stressing that it includes a 
paragraph which says that “the Holocaust should never be forgotten,” a sentiment 
reiterated in the final document of the Conference which ended today. …Several 
countries, even after agreeing to the draft outcome last week, pulled out of the 
Conference just before its start, including the United States. “I do hope they will come 
back into the process now,” the High Commissioner said. 
She noted that even Iran, whose leader made remarks at the start of the event that 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said were intended to “accuse, divide and even incite,” 
joined the consensus in adopting the text, which emphasizes the need to address all 
manifestations of intolerance with greater resolve. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30590&Cr=racism&Cr1=  
 
Opening remarks by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, at the 
closing press conference of the Durban Review Conference 
…I had to face a widespread, and highly organized campaign of disinformation. Many 
people, including Ministers with whom I spoke, told me that the Durban Declaration and 
Programme of Action, which as you know was agreed by 189 states at the original World 
Conference Against Racism in 2001 was anti-Semitic, and it was clear that either they 
had not bothered to read what it actually said, or they were putting a cast on it that was, 
to say the least, decidedly exaggerated.  
Many others have labelled the entire Durban process as a “hate fest.” We have had 
some rough moments in the process, but a “hate fest?” I’m sorry, this is hyperbole. It is a 
gross exaggeration. …If people actually read the Durban Declaration and Programme of 
Action, they would have realized that it includes a paragraph which says that “the 
Holocaust should never be forgotten”. It includes two paragraphs that denounce “anti-
Semitism and Islamophobia”, and one paragraph which mentions the suffering of the 
Palestinians, their right of self-determination and the security of all States, including 
Israel, and two paragraphs calling for peace. That’s all there is on the Middle East. …The 
final document of this conference – the Conference product, if you like – also says the 
Holocaust must never be forgotten and deplores anti-Semitism along with Islamophobia 
and all forms of racism, xenophobia, racial discrimination and related intolerance. But 
already the propaganda machine is starting to wind up to term this conference a failure, a 
“hate fest and all the rest of it.” This is extraordinary. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_24-04-09_pillay.shtml  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/24.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/23.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_rev1_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/23.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_rev1_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/23.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/23.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30590&Cr=racism&Cr1
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_24-04-09_pillay.shtml
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
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