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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr. Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when 
he plans to meet the new Foreign Minister of Israel to discuss UK-Israel relations. 
[270254] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to the Israeli 
Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman on 3 April 2009. He congratulated Mr. 
Lieberman on his appointment and emphasised the importance of making swift 
progress towards a two state solution. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary is looking forward to working closely 
with Israel on achieving this goal and, while there is no meeting date yet agreed, 
expects to meet his Israeli counterpart soon. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w00
09.htm#09042279000117 
 

Middle East: Conflict Prevention 
Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the written ministerial statement of 25 March 2009, Official Report, columns 
17-19WS, on conflict resources 2009-10, what proportion of the revised budget for the 
Middle East programme will be spent in (a) Iraq, (b) Israel-Palestine and (c) Lebanon; 
and if he will make a statement. [267727] 

Bill Rammell: Of the £18 million discretionary funding assigned to the Middle East 
and North Africa Programme for 2009-10; £13.1 million has been allocated to Iraq, 
£3.15 million to Israel-Palestine, and £1.35 million to Lebanon. The remaining 
£400,000 has been assigned to Yemen. 
This programme will continue our assistance to build Iraqi and Palestinian police 
and judiciary capabilities and our work with the Lebanese armed forces and 
internal security forces. It will also allow the UK to foster economic growth, 
investment and job opportunities in the Basra region, monitor and assist in 
improving the economic and humanitarian situation in Israeli-Palestine and 
reinforce Lebanese sovereignty and good governance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w00
10.htm#09042279000121  
 

Israel: Anniversaries 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families pursuant to 
the answer of 24 March 2009, Official Report, column 358W, on Israel: anniversaries, if 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w0009.htm#09042279000117
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w0009.htm#09042279000117
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w0010.htm#09042279000121
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w0010.htm#09042279000121
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he will place in the Library a copy of the speech he made at the Salute to Israel 
celebration; who drafted the speech; and if he will make a statement. [268562] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: A copy of the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and 
Families' speech to the 'Salute to Israel' celebration is available on the 
Department's website: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/speeches/search_detail.cfm?ID=805 
The Secretary of State is responsible for the content of his speeches. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090422/text/90422w00
03.htm#0904239000039  
 

Israel: Overseas Trade 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform how many officials of each grade in his Department visited Israel (a) 
in 2008 and (b) in 2009 to date. [268519] 

Mr. McFadden: The number of BERR officials by grade who visited Israel in 2008 
was: 

2—Range 6 (Executive Officer) 
3—Range 9 (Senior Executive Officer) 
1—Range 10 (Grade7) 
1—Range 11 (Grade 6) 
2—Senior Civil Servant 
For the period January 2009 to March 2009, the number of BERR officials 
by grade who visited Israel was: 
1—Range 10 (Grade 7) 

All travel is undertaken in accordance with the Civil Service Code and Civil Service 
Management Code. In BERR the criteria for booking travel is value for money 
based on cost and convenience. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/text/90421w00
01.htm#09042279000033  
 

 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

David Milliband speech at the Mansion House: Power dispersed, responsibility 
shared: Britain's role in building coalitions for change 
…twenty years ago every regional conflict was seen through the Cold War prism. Now 
that prism has been smashed. Today’s conflicts won’t be resolved without the 
superpower but they won’t be solved by the superpower alone. 
That is true in Afghanistan. NATO Allies need to respond to the additional US 
commitments by stepping up their own efforts, whether military or civilian. And those 
within the region – including Pakistan, India and Iran – have a key role to play in 
supporting development and security.   
It is also true in the Middle-East.  The Quartet supports a two state solution to the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict, providing security and justice for Israelis and Palestinians.  So 
does Britain, based on 1967 borders, with Jerusalem the capital of both countries, and 
the right terms for refugees. Israelis and Palestinians will not be able to solve this on their 
own - US leadership will be essential.  But Europe and Arab states need to strengthen 
President Obama’s hand by demonstrating that they will go the extra mile to support a 
just and permanent solution.  That is why the Arab Peace Initiative – which offers Israel 
normal relations with the Arab world in return for a Palestinian state – is so valuable and 
important.  The EU must also think ambitiously about how it can support peace, from 
security to refugee compensation. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=16747240  
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Foreign Affairs 

Durban Review Conference 

Agenda 23 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_23
_April.pdf  
 
Webcast of proceedings 23 April   
(video available in English translation and in original languages) 
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090423  
 
Summary of the afternoon session, 22 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/22.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.
pdf  
 
Action taken by Secretary-General of Durban Review Conference regarding 
disruptive behaviour of three NGOs  
The High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay, in her capacity as Secretary-
General of the Durban Review conference, has today taken the following action as a 
result of unacceptable disruptive behaviour by three non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) inside the UN premises here in Geneva during the course of the conference, in 
clear violation of the rules laid down regarding the conduct of NGOs during the 
conference. These rules have been made available to all NGOs and can be viewed on 
the Durban Review Conference website. 
Earlier in the week UN security staff, acting in accordance with those regulations, 
removed the badges of a total of 44 NGO participants in this conference. The breakdown 
is as follows. 

• 20 participants from the Union des Etudiants Juifs de France 
• 15 from COEXIST 
• 4 from the European Union of Jewish students 
• 2 from the Neda Institute for Political and Scientific Research 
• 2 from the Women’s Association of Followers of Ahlul Baitii 
• 1 from B’nai Brith 

After examining the types of conduct, and patterns of conduct, as well as the risk of 
possible disruptive behaviour during the remainder of the conference, the High 
Commissioner has issued an instruction that the badges of all the participants of three 
NGOs be removed, thereby effectively preventing their further participation in the Durban 
Review Conference. 
The three NGOs whose participants will no longer be permitted to take part in this 
Conference are: 

• The Union des Etudiants Juifs de France. UEJF participants were extremely 
prominent during disruption of the conference on the opening day, in the assembly 
hall and in other locations in the building. UEJF delegates were intercepted while 
preparing for a similar disturbance in the Assembly Hall on Tuesday, and while 
carrying out one in another part of the building. There has, in the view of the 
organizers of the Conference, been a clearly orchestrated effort by members of 
this NGO, possibly in league with others, to disrupt the conference. UEJF had 
registered 194 participants for this conference. Of these 31 had actually picked up 
their badges as of Thursday morning. 

• The Neda Institute for Political and Scientific Research. Two of the delegates of 
this NGO were intercepted with inciting materials, possibly in coordination with 
other organizations. Distributing any materials outside designated areas is clearly 
prohibited, let alone offensive ones. (13 registered, 12 took their badges).  

• COEXIST – for similar reasons to those mentioned for UEJF, and during several 

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_23_April.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_23_April.pdf
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090423
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/22.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/22.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.pdf
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of the same incidents. 22 participants of COEXIST were registered, 21 of whom 
have picked up badges. 

In all these three NGOs had registered a total of 229 participants (UEJF: 194; Neda 13; 
COEXIST: 22). Actual badges picked up by their delegates as of Thursday morning 
totalled 64 (UEJF: 31; Neda 12; COEXIST: 21). 
The High Commissioner does not exclude the possibility of taking similar actions against 
any other NGO found to behave in a manner clearly violating the rules and regulations 
relating to behaviour inside UN premises during the remainder of this conference. 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_23-04-09_sg.shtml 
 
 
High Commissioner: Crucial role of civil society in the implementation of anti-
racism conference outcome 
…"Civil society’s expertise is not only crucial to enhance work at the technical level, but 
also to influence the longer-term aspects of the implementation work," she said.  
"The diversity of civil society groups, as well as individuals, participating in this Review 
Conference attests to the fact that racism, discrimination, xenophobia are widely shared 
and pressing concerns. … 
The High Commissioner said the speedy adoption by consensus of the Review 
Conference’s final outcome document on 21 April vindicated the trust she and many 
others put in the process. 
She called on civil society, governments, international organizations and others to join 
hands and make the best use of available energies and resources to "help create a world 
of equal opportunity and treatment for all of us, or at the very least for our children, and 
our children’s children."   … 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/story26.shtml  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
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