
 
1 

 

3 April 2009 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 
Home Affairs 
Community Relations 
Israel 

Foreign Affairs 
Relevant Legislation  
Consultations 

 

During the parliamentary recess PAB will only be published when there is  
significant information to circulate.   

Daily publication will resume on 20 April. 
 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Surface Water Charges 
Mr. David Amess (Southend, West) (Con): What progress he has made in his 
consideration of options for mitigating the effects on water customers of increases in 
surface water charges. [268327] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Huw Irranca-Davies): I am pleased to report that United Utilities, 
about which most of the complaints on this issue have arisen, has in light of 
representations received taken steps to resolve the problem of disproportionate 
increases for faith buildings, community amateur sports clubs, scout associations 
and so on, by reverting to charges based on 2007-08 for those customers—that is, 
back to rateable value. 

Mr. Amess: …charities have clearly made the point that surface water charges in such 
difficult economic times have damaging effects on voluntary organisations. They have 
also brought it to my attention that Ofwat has refused to meet the water companies. They 
are worried that, next year, when the moratorium is lifted, the charges will be crippling 
because they will be treated the same as multinational companies. 

Huw Irranca-Davies:…The principle of surface water charging, whereby a 
proportionate element is charged to everyone for discharging water is right, 
otherwise we would have cross-subsidies and would have to get into the question 
of which organisations should be exempt. … 

Mr. Lindsay Hoyle: …learn what is happening to the churches, sports grounds and 
voluntary groups, which will close and cease to exist. No impact study has been done on 
the effect of surface water charges—no one is telling us how many churches and sports 
buildings will close and how many scout groups will cease. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/debtext/90402-
0002.htm#09040239000014  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Anti-Semitism 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the Answer of 26 March 2009, Official Report, column 603W, on France: anti-
Semitism, what steps his Department has taken to reduce the incidence of anti-Semitism 
in the last 12 months; and if he will make a statement. [268580] 

Gillian Merron: The Government are committed to tackling and reducing anti-
Semitism. We work closely with the International Coalition Combating anti-
Semitism, and co-hosted an international Conference on anti-Semitism at 
Lancaster House on 17 February 2009. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
leads the UK Delegation to the International Task Force on Holocaust Education 
and Remembrance and works through its posts to monitor and tackle anti-
Semitism overseas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w00
06.htm#09040255000058  
 

Anti-Semitism: Publications 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what assessment 
she has made of the availability of (a) anti-Semitic and (b) pro-Nazi publications in shops 
in London; and if she will make a statement. [266973] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The police and, where necessary, the security services, 
already monitor and evaluate the words and actions of individuals and 
organisations preaching racially inflammatory messages and take action where 
appropriate. Racially inflammatory material that could be perceived as potential 
incitement to the committing of hate related crime should be reported to the police 
for evaluation and assessment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w00
06.htm#09040255000073  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will discuss with the 
government of Egypt the opening of the Rafah crossing, so as to allow access to Gaza 
for the transport of materials for reconstruction. [HL2042] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: Rafah has limited capacity and the present agreement between 
the Egyptian authorities and the authorities in Gaza is for people only to cross into 
and out of Gaza. Due to this the UK Government have not raised the issue of the 
transport of materials for reconstruction through the Rafah crossing with the 
Egyptian Government. The UK Government continue to press the Israeli 
Government for improved access and for a relaxation of restrictions on the type of 
goods that are allowed across the border from Israel into Gaza. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they and the quartet will 
take to ensure that sufficient food supplies reach Gaza. [HL2308] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The UK Government and the quartet have been consistently 
lobbying for unrestricted access for food and other humanitarian supplies into 
Gaza. The Israeli Government announced on 22 March that they will lift 
restrictions and allow all food products into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w0006.htm#09040255000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w0006.htm#09040255000058
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w0006.htm#09040255000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w0006.htm#09040255000073
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Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
consequences of the partial blockade of Gaza for the mental health of the population. 
[HL2385] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have contributed to the costs of the 
Gaza community mental health programme; and, if so, how much. [HL2389] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: According to the World Health Organisation, stress caused by 
the recent conflict is a key factor in a wide range of mental health and 
psychosocial problems. Children and adolescents are particularly at risk. Of the 
total affected population, approximately 25,000 to 50,000 people will need some 
form of psychological intervention to address long-term effects of the conflict. 
The Department for International Development (DfID) does not provide funding to 
the Gaza Community Mental Health Programme (GCMHP). However, DfID has 
provided £409,000 to Mercy Corps for nine family drop-in centres to provide 
activities to improve the emotional well-being of children, and support to parents to 
deal with their children's problems. Other DfID-funded projects also have a 
psychosocial element: the Welfare Association gives support to the disabled, 
Islamic Relief are working with primary school children and their parents, and 
Save the Children are providing psychosocial activities in eight play areas. 
Organisations working in the mental health sector, including the ones that DfID 
fund, collaborate with GCMPH in their work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90402w0003.htm#0904
0246000580  

 
 
STUC 

Report: STUC General Council Delegation to Palestine and Israel 2009  
The report concludes: 
In the light of what we witnessed and heard in our meetings in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories, it is the delegation's view that the General Council should recommend to the 
Annual Congress the need to take a position of supporting boycott and disinvestments, 
and calling for sanctions against Israel because of the Israeli state’s violation of human 
rights. 
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Palestine/Delegation%20Report%202009.pdf  

 
 
United Nations 

Former war crimes prosecutor to head UN rights probe into Gaza conflict 
The former chief prosecutor of two United Nations criminal tribunals, Richard J. 
Goldstone, will lead an investigation into violations of human rights and international law 
during the recent conflict in the Gaza Strip …The appointment of Mr. Goldstone follows 
the adoption of a resolution at a Council meeting in January, which was convened to 
address “the grave violations of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
particularly due to the recent Israeli military attacks against the occupied Gaza Strip.”  
“It is in the interest of all Palestinians and Israelis that the allegations of war crimes and 
serious human rights violations related to the recent conflict on all sides be investigated,” 
said Mr. Goldstone. …The other members of Mr. Goldstone’s team include Christine 
Chinkin, Professor of International Law at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science at the University of London; Hina Jilani, Advocate of the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan and former Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Human Rights 
Defenders; and Colonel (retired from the Irish Armed Forces) Desmond Travers, member 
of the Board of Directors of the Institute for International Criminal Investigations (IICI). … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30383&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Hezbollah 
Mrs. Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent 
assessment she has made of links between the political and military wings of Hezbollah. 
[268155] 

Mr. Coaker: In July 2008, the military wing of Hezbollah, including the Jihad 
Council and all units reporting to it (including the Hezbollah External Security 
Organisation) was added to schedule 2 to the Terrorism Act 2000 (the proscribed 
list). Prior to that, only the External Security Organisation of Hezbollah was 
proscribed. The amendment to schedule 2 followed a thorough review of 
Hezbollah and the extent to which various parts of the organisation are concerned 
in terrorism. The review concluded that a distinction could be drawn between 
those parts of Hezbollah which are legitimately involved in Lebanese politics and 
those which are directly concerned in terrorism, and the new entry in schedule 2 to 
the Terrorism Act 2000 reflects that distinction. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w00
07.htm#09040255000083  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w0007.htm#09040255000083
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090402/text/90402w0007.htm#09040255000083
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
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Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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