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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Water Supply: Charges 
The Lord Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham: To ask Her Majesty's Government 
further to the Answer by Lord Davies of Oldham on 17 March (House of Lords, Official 
Report, col. 114), when they expect to announce a separate arrangement for churches, 
charities and amateur sports clubs in relation to surface water drainage charges. 
[HL2339] 

The Minister of State, Department of Energy and Climate Change & 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Hunt of Kings 
Heath): United Utilities has announced that it will set its surface water drainage 
charges for 2009-10 at 2007-08 levels for faith buildings, community amateur 
sports clubs (or clubs with similar attributes) and properties owned by Scouts and 
Guides associations. It has recently written to these customers to inform them of 
this. Further details can be found at www.unitedutilities.com/sitearea.htm or by 
calling United Utilities on 0800 074 0171. United Utilities is working with Ofwat to 
develop a long term solution for 2010-11 and beyond. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401w0004.htm#0904
0167000329  

 
 
Cabinet Office 

Red tape cut for small charities 
Thousands of small charities will save up to £5million a year as the Government cuts red 
tape by raising the income thresholds above which stricter accounting rules apply. … 
Key income threshold changes, coming into force from 1 April include:  

• Raising the threshold above which charities prepare accruals accounts from 
£100,000 to £250,000 – around 11,700 in this category will benefit.  

• Raising the threshold above which accounts must undergo external scrutiny from 
£10,000 to £25,000 – benefiting around 37,000 charities.  

• Increasing in the threshold above which charities submit annual accounts and 
Trustees Annual Reports to the Charity Commission from £10,000 to £25,000 – 
this will benefit around 23,000 small charities 

…All charities, including those with annual incomes under £25,000 must prepare 

http://www.unitedutilities.com/sitearea.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401w0004.htm#09040167000329
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401w0004.htm#09040167000329


 
2 

accounts and make them available on request. The changes to accounting thresholds 
followed a consultation held jointly by the Office of the Third Sector in the Cabinet Office 
and the Charity Commission. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_releases/090331_redtape.aspx  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Community Relations: Religion 
Mr. Dhanda: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government how 
much funding her Department has provided for the Government’s interfaith strategy. 
[267486] 

Mr. Khan: We are committed to a three year programme of investment and 
support worth over £7.5 million, as announced in our interfaith framework “Face to 
Face and Side by Side”. This will be invested with a focus on delivering increased 
opportunities for dialogue and social action within local communities. 
Part of this funding will be specifically allocated to the “Faiths in Action” fund, 
which aims to support local activities and initiatives that have a direct link to one or 
more of the four building blocks described in “Face to Face and Side by Side”: 
confidence and skills to bridge and link; shared spaces for interaction; structures 
and processes; and opportunities for learning. All types of organisations at 
national, regional or local level in England may apply for this funding. 
The other funding is allocated to a programme of investment over three years in 
Regional Faith Forums to support and build their capacity, in particular their 
interaction with local inter faith activity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w00
10.htm#09040174000003  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

See Foreign Affairs (below) for the Second Reading of the Geneva Conventions and United 
Nations Personnel (Protocols) Bill  
 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking to comply with the Government's responsibility as a High Contracting 
Party to the Geneva Convention in respect of the Advisory Opinion of the International 
Court of Justice on Israel's wall in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement. 
[250292] 

Bill Rammell: While the advisory opinions of the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) are not legally binding, and do not impose international legal obligations on 
third parties, such as the UK, we continue to lobby the Government of Israel to 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_releases/090331_redtape.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0010.htm#09040174000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0010.htm#09040174000003
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ensure that any Israeli barrier is constructed within Green Line Israel. The 
Government agree with the conclusion of the ICJ that the construction of the 
barrier along the chosen route, and its associated security regime, is unlawful 
under international law. Building the barrier on occupied land is contrary to 
international law. 
The Government have consistently made this position clear, and supported the 
UN General Assembly Resolution which acknowledged the ICJ advisory opinion 
on the legal consequences of the construction of the barrier in Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of (a) rockets and (b) mortar shells fired at Israel 
since 3 February 2009 from (i) Gaza and (ii) Lebanon; and if he will make a statement. 
[263244] 

Bill Rammell: Since 3 February 2009 there have been two rockets fired at Israel 
from Lebanon. The Israeli authorities report that from 13 February 2009 to 6 
March 2009 there were 63 rockets and 43 mortars fired at Israel from Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w00
02.htm#09040162000030  
 

War Crimes 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are receiving progress 
reports on the Israeli investigations into alleged war crimes committed in the recent 
conflict in Gaza by the Israeli defence forces. [HL2594] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The Israeli Government are currently carrying out internal investigations 
into a wide range of allegations. The Israelis have not provided us with progress 
reports, and as these are internal Israeli investigations we would not expect any 
such reports until the investigations are completed and the results made known. 
We will consider very carefully the results of investigations once they are 
available. At that stage, the parties and the international community will need to 
decide on any further action. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401w0004.htm#0904
0167000327  

 
Gaza 

The Earl of Sandwich To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they will 
make to the Government of Israel concerning compensation to farmers in Gaza for the 
loss of 5,000 acres of arable land following incursions by the Israeli Defence Force. 
[HL2199] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We have made clear our concerns at attacks against civilian 
infrastructure. Any claim for compensation would be a matter for the individuals 
concerned (or their relatives), and Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401w0001.htm#0904
0167000296  

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0002.htm#09040162000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0002.htm#09040162000030
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90401w0001.htm#09040167000296
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Geneva Conventions and United Nations Personnel (Protocols) Bill  (Second Reading) 
 

includes: 
col 924  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Gillian Merron): …The Bill will give effect to two international 
agreements. The aim of both is to protect those who help others caught up in conflict—
those who risk their lives to provide humanitarian support to others. …Members will also 
join me in commending the magnificent work done by the British Red Cross, both in the 
UK and overseas, where it co-operates with other national societies, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, to which I also pay tribute. … 
 

Michael Fabricant: In welcoming the work of the Red Cross, will the Minister include the 
work of the Red Crescent and the Red Star of David—the Magen David Adom? 
Gillian Merron: Of course, I am very happy to do so. …the Bill … will amend the Geneva 
Conventions Act 1957 to allow the ratification of the third additional protocol to the 
Geneva conventions. The protocol provides for the use of a new humanitarian emblem—
the red crystal—in addition to the existing emblems, the red cross and the red crescent. 
…As we know, however, conflicts have become more complex and the scope for the 
misunderstanding of those emblems has undoubtedly increased. In some situations, the 
red cross and the red crescent perhaps can be seen as having a religious, cultural or 
political connotation, which is not appropriate, accurate or intended in the settings in 
which it is used. Therefore, the red crystal has been introduced to ensure that a clear and 
neutral symbol exists for all to use. It can be used wherever the use of the other two 
symbols might be misinterpreted and therefore may not provide the protection that we 
would all seek to ensure. The red crystal symbol can also be used by national societies 
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement—for example, in Israel and 
Eritrea—where people may feel unable to identify with either the cross or the crescent or 
do not want to have to choose between the two. …The creation of the Red Crystal was 
part of a package that paved the way for the Israeli and the Palestinian national societies 
to join the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement in 2006. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-
0005.htm  
 

col 933  Mr Lidington: My understanding is that, under the additional protocol, the red 
star of David will not be treated as on a par with the red cross, crescent or crystal, in that 
its display will not automatically invoke the right to protection which those other symbols 
guarantee, but that it will be open to Israeli and, if they so choose, other humanitarian 
organisations to use the red star of David as an additional indicative symbol of their 
humanitarian purpose, so that, for example, an Israeli ambulance or relief lorry might 
travel into an area where there might be a threat of violence displaying the red star of 
David on the side of the vehicle, but with the crystal clearly displayed on the roof of the 
vehicle as a signal to aircraft that it was entitled to international protection. That is my 
understanding, having read the briefing on the Bill, but if the Minister wishes to correct 
me, I am happy to let her do so. 
Bill Wiggin: I am curious about what sort of threat might come from the air to the 
Israelis, in particular. 
Mr. Lidington: In any humanitarian operation, relief workers or troops escorting them are 
right to be alert to the prospect of attack from any direction, including from aircraft. If my 
hon. Friend looks into this, I think he will find that there have been occasions where there 
has been so-called friendly fire, where humanitarian vehicles have been attacked, 
deliberately or inadvertently, from the air. Clearly, the purpose of displaying the 
humanitarian symbols prominently is to deter and prevent any such attack. 
Bill Wiggin: My hon. Friend is making the point beautifully. That is why I turned up this 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0005.htm
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afternoon. If the air power in question is Israeli, which it will be, because there is no air 
force presenting any sort of threat to an Israeli humanitarian effort, surely the right sort of 
symbols will be the ones that are most familiar to Israeli pilots. That is true throughout the 
world. We all know why the red cross is so important. If we were combatants of any sort, 
we would want to be protected if we were injured. We need to make sure that the sort of 
people who would ignore that do not take part in such conflicts. Therefore putting a 
diamond shape on the roof of an Israeli truck to prevent Israelis from blowing up their 
own truck is unnecessary. They could stick with any sort of Israeli symbol for the red 
cross, whether it was a star of David, a red crescent or any other symbol. The provision 
is entirely unnecessary in that example. 
Mr. Lidington: A new symbol, agreement on which has allowed the vexed question of 
the position of the Israeli and Palestinian humanitarian relief societies to be settled, and 
allowed them to become part of the global family of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies is a compromise worth having. …perhaps we could see a day when Israeli 
vehicles participated in UN multinational humanitarian operations. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-
0006.htm  
 

col 938   Mr. Lidington: …I am clear in my mind that the Bill is binding on British 
domestic law in respect of offences committed against UN and associated personnel 
overseas provided that those operations come within the scope of the original convention 
or the optional protocol. … 
We all watched with horror some of the events in Gaza in recent months. When, a couple 
of weeks ago, I met Mr. John Ging, the head of the United Nations operation in Gaza, he 
told me about shelling that had damaged his headquarters building in the Gaza strip. He 
also told me about military operations in the near vicinity of schools, or attacks on 
schools, run by the United Nations. I am deliberately trying to keep my language as 
neutral as possible because there are conflicting accounts of what happened, who was 
responsible, and whether those actions were deliberate or inadvertent, or were in 
response to attacks on troops. 
The basic point is that the Bill creates new offences in British domestic law in respect of 
attacks on UN and associated personnel operating overseas. If Gaza, to take the most 
obvious recent high-profile example, is covered by the scope of the additional protocol 
and the Bill, it surely follows that allegations could be made in the United Kingdom 
against individual Israeli political or military leaders. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-
0007.htm  
 

col 950  Mr. Holloway: …Now that the Israelis will be or have been admitted—I am not 
sure which—into the international federation, the idea seems to be that they can have the 
star of David with the crystal around it. If that is correct, I assume that that symbol would 
provide exactly the same protection under international law as the red crescent. … 
col 955  Mr. Swire: …I can cite no better example than the bombing of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency headquarters in Gaza, which my hon. Friend 
mentioned earlier, and which is now being subjected to international examination 
following the visit to Gaza of the head of the UN. Allegedly—I stress the word 
“allegedly”—white phosphorus was used, in direct contravention of the laws of warfare. I 
do not know whether white phosphorus was used or not, but UN workers showed me 
where in the compound it had allegedly been used. I was told that it was white 
phosphorus and that it had definitely been used. I was also shown the burned out 
storage facility where medical supplies, in particular, were stored for the people of Gaza. 
What is worse, the Israeli defence forces knew exactly where that compound was. Of 
course they did. I had been there myself only the previous year, as had many other 
Members. 
Furthermore, UNRWA had provided the Israeli defence forces with the co-ordinates of 
that building when it first came under attack. There had been a remote triangular 
conversation between UNRWA, an Israeli general and Jerusalem, but that did not 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0007.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0007.htm
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prevent a sustained attack on the compound, with accompanying damage to UN vehicles 
and properties which were clearly marked as such. 
The answer to my hon. Friend’s question is no. It is not possible to say whether the 
emblem performed the role of litmus paper and attracted an incoming attack like a 
magnet, but it is certain that in that instance it provided no protection whatsoever. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-
0009.htm  
 

col 961   Mr Hayes: …There has been significant tension, because Israel would prefer to 
use a variation on the star of David. Of course, the obvious difficulty with that route is that 
it is Israel’s national emblem—indeed, it is on its national flag—and the confusion that 
that would cause speaks for itself. The virtue of the red cross and the red crescent is that 
they are detached from the symbols of nation states; they have the universality that I 
describe. … 
Mr. Swire: I am most grateful to my hon. Friend for his blatant favouritism in giving way 
to me. What he says about Israel is absolutely right. Indeed, in 1949, when Israel signed 
the Geneva conventions, it clearly said that “while respecting the inviolability of the 
distinctive signs and emblems of the Convention, Israel will use the Red Shield of David 
as the emblem and distinctive sign of the medical services of her armed forces.” 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-
0010.htm  
 

That is a recognition by Israel that, somehow, the red cross or the UN’s emblems have 
some universality. It concedes that point and uses the red shield of David, which was 
originally its preferred option, for its armed forces. … 
 

Col 962  Mr. Hayes: That is indeed so, but as my hon. Friend will know, Israel’s Magen 
David Adom society uses the unrecognised red star of David as its emblem. As a result, 
the society is still not a member of the international Red Cross movement—something 
that many Israelis think is unjust. … 
 

Mr. Burns: My hon. Friend has made the point that the star of David is an integral part of 
Israel’s flag and is used by its military; but on the other side of the coin, of course, Arab 
and middle eastern states have the crescent on their national flags—Pakistan, for 
example. 
Mr. Hayes: That is indeed true, and as a brief examination of the minutes reveals, it was 
one of the arguments used at the end of the 19th century against the adoption of the red 
crescent. Many of those who resisted that demand made precisely the point that my hon. 
Friend makes. Indeed, many people in Israel understand the difficulty, and Israel’s 
ambassador to the UN in Geneva shares that opinion. He would like to be a member of 
the international Red Cross and points out that the MDA is active all over the world. He 
says that it is often the first on the scene—for example, following the tsunami or 
earthquakes—and that it deserves to be part of the international movement. There is a 
thirst on the part of Israelis to be part of the movement but a resistance to the use of the 
symbols that are adopted by the movement. 
As I have said, the problem is that the star of David is primarily Israel’s national symbol, 
rather than an emblem of humanitarian relief. Even though it is true that the crescent 
appears on the flags of many states, I am not sure whether one could convincingly argue 
that those crescents are as intimately associated with the very identity of the nation as is 
the star of David with Israel. Lest any hon. Member or anyone elsewhere should think 
that I am critic of the state of Israel, I want to put on record that the opposite is the case. I 
am a staunch defender of that place and its people, but as a friend, one has the right to 
be critical on occasion. It would be better if Israel joined that international community and 
perhaps compromised in the use of universal symbols. … 
Mr. Hayes: … Arab states have made it clear, however, that they will never accept 
recognition of the red star under the Geneva conventions.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-
0011.htm  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0010.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0010.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0011.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/debtext/90401-0011.htm
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what criteria are 
used to distinguish between the military and political wings of Hezbollah for the purposes 
of specifying proscribed organisations. [265485] 

Mr. Coaker: The elements of Hezbollah which meet the criteria for proscription 
under section 3 of the Terrorism Act 2000 are listed in Schedule 2 to that Act. The 
relevant entry proscribes "the military wing of Hezbollah, including the Jihad 
Council and all units reporting to it (including the Hezbollah External Security 
Organisation)". Those parts of Hezbollah which do not fall within the Schedule 2 
entry are not proscribed. 
The External Security Organisation (ESO) of Hezbollah was originally proscribed 
in 2001. In July 2008 this was extended to cover the entire military wing after 
evidence emerged of units not limited to the ESO being concerned in terrorism, 
particularly in the provision of training and support to militant groups in Iraq and 
other terrorist groups in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
In distinguishing between the political and military wings for the purposes of 
proscription, the Government's aim is to proscribe only those parts of Hezbollah 
which are directly concerned in terrorism, while recognising the legitimate political, 
social and humanitarian activities undertaken by other parts of Hezbollah. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w00
18.htm#09040180000044  
 

Hezbollah 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the Answer of 23 March 2009, Official Report, column 28W, on Hezbollah, on 
what basis he concluded that political contacts with Hezbollah’s political wing would now 
be productive; and if he will make a statement. [267731] 

David Miliband: Following the Doha Agreement of May 2008 and further positive 
political developments in Lebanon, we consider that targeted contacts with 
Hezbollah politicians will provide an opportunity to speak frankly and directly about 
state-building in Lebanon, regional stability and the peace process. We will also 
continue to re-iterate the need to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1701 
in full. Our policy allows us to recognise the legitimate political role that Hezbollah 
plays in Lebanon, while taking a tough stance on terrorism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w00
02.htm#09040162000028  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0018.htm#09040180000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0018.htm#09040180000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0002.htm#09040162000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090401/text/90401w0002.htm#09040162000028
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
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European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 4 days 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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