
 
1 

 

31 March 2009 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 
Community Relations 
Holocaust 
Israel 

Relevant Legislation  
Consultations 

 
 

Community Relations 
Scottish Government 

Statistics on racist incidents recorded by the police in Scotland, 2004/05 to 2007/08     
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/266385/0079737.pdf 
 
Justice Secretary comments on racism statistics 
New figures published today by the Scottish Government show that there was a one per 
cent decrease last year in the number of racist incidents reported to the police in 
Scotland. Commenting on the figures, Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill said: "Overall 
crime in Scotland is at a 25 year low. These latest figures show a small reduction in the 
number of racist incidents in Scotland. Although any decrease is to be welcomed, this 
shows that we need to step up the work going on to transform attitudes and change 
behaviour. …[the] Criminal Justice and Licensing bill will require the courts for the first 
time to record how racial or religious aggravation has affected any sentence.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/03/31101521  
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Holocaust 
UK Parliamentary Question 

World War II: Education 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families whether 
the Holocaust is included in the curriculum at primary school level; and if he will make a 
statement. [266998] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: The National Curriculum requires pupils aged between 11 
and 14 to study the Holocaust and it remains a compulsory element of the history 
secondary curriculum. The Holocaust is not a requirement of the existing 
programmes of study for history for children in primary schools, but is sometimes 
addressed in the wider school curriculum. For example The Diary of Anne Frank 
may be included in the range of non-fiction texts studied in English. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w00
09.htm#09033025000010  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Dr. Ladyman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations HM Ambassador in Tehran has made to the Iranian Government on its 
role in supporting Hamas during the recent Gaza conflict. [265654] 

Bill Rammell: Our ambassador in Tehran raised the issue of Iranian support for 
Hamas at a meeting at the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 12 January 2009. 
Our embassy also translated my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary's House 
of Commons statement on Gaza into Farsi, circulated it to journalists and placed it 
on the embassy's Farsi language website. 
The UK would like to see Iran making a positive contribution to creating a secure, 
stable and prosperous Middle East. But its current behaviour is a cause for serious 
concern for us and others. Iran needs to work with the international community 
and its regional neighbours to restore confidence in its intentions. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take steps at the United Nations with regard to 
the ambush and murder of two police officers in Israel on 15 March; and if he will make a 
statement. [266989] 

Bill Rammell: The UK condemns the murder of the two police officers. This 
incident has reinforced the urgent need for lasting peace in the Middle East. We 
remain committed to a two-state solution and to achieving a comprehensive peace 
and shall continue to work closely with the parties, with the Quartet of the UN, EU, 
US, and Russia, and with regional partners to make progress in 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w00
07.htm#09033013000016  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they will make to 
the Government of Israel concerning the Israeli air force's strike on the premises of the 
Gaza community mental health programme. [HL2388] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The Israeli Government are currently carrying out a number of 
investigations on allegations, made by credible sources, of violation of 
international humanitarian law during Operation Cast Lead. We await the 
outcomes of these investigations before we decide whether to take further action. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0003.htm#0903
3032001034  
 

West Bank 
Viscount Waverley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what remedy exists under 
international law to remove any illegal settlements in the West Bank. [HL1776] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): In its Advisory Opinion on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of 
a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (2004), the International Court of 
Justice concluded that, 
“the Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (including East 
Jerusalem) have been established in breach of international law", 
and the UN Security Council has also taken that position (for example, UN 
Security Council Resolution 446 [1980]). International law requires Israel to cease 
settlement activity that is in breach of international law and to make reparation. 
Israeli settlement activity is also in contravention of Israel’s obligations under the 
road map agreement of April 2003. It clearly sets out the steps the Palestinian 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w0007.htm#09033013000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w0007.htm#09033013000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0003.htm#09033032001034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0003.htm#09033032001034
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Authority and Israel need to implement to achieve a negotiated settlement. Both 
sides have accepted the road map. 
The Government have raised the issue with the Israeli Government on many 
occasions. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary voiced strong 
opposition to illegal Israeli settlements during his visit to the region on 16 to 19 
November 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0009.htm  
 

Palestine 
Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
arrest on 19 March by Israeli Defence Forces in Palestinian occupied territories of five 
elected members of the Palestinian Legislative Council and other Palestinian academics 
and leaders. [HL2508] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The UK, along with the international community, wants to see a lasting 
political solution to the conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians. We do not 
think that arresting the Hamas political leadership in the West Bank is a positive 
step. 

Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the arrests on 19 March by Israel 
Defence Forces in Palestinian occupied territory included Dr Nasser al-Shaer, recently 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education for the Palestinian National Authority; 
and, if so, whether international law is being upheld in that case. [HL2509] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We are aware that a number of Hamas politicians were 
arrested on 19 March 2009; they included Dr Nasser al-Shaer. 
What we and the rest of the world want to see is a lasting political solution to the 
conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians. We do not think that arresting the 
Hamas political leadership in the West Bank is a positive step. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0005.htm#0903
3032001052  
 

Asylum: Palestinians 
Jenny Willott: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many failed 
asylum seekers there are in the UK from (a) the Palestinian Territories and (b) the Gaza 
Strip who have not been granted leave to remain and for which the Government has no 
removal plans; and if she will make a statement. [264175] 

Mr. Woolas: Since the phasing out of embarkation controls in 1994 no 
Government have been able to produce accurate figures for the number of failed 
asylum seekers who have remained in the United Kingdom after they have 
reached the Appeal Rights Exhausted stage, have not been granted leave to 
remain and no longer have any further claim to remain here. This applies 
irrespective of an individual's nationality or place of origin. 
All asylum claims including those from individuals from the Palestinian territories 
(including the Gaza strip) are considered on their individual merits in accordance 
with our obligations under the 1951 refugee convention and the European 
convention on human rights. Those identified by the decision-making process and 
the independent appeals process not to be in need of international protection are 
expected to leave the UK voluntarily. Failed asylum seekers can and do voluntarily 
return to the Palestinian territories (including the Gaza strip). Those who do not 
leave voluntarily may have their return enforced. 

Jenny Willott: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many failed 
asylum seekers there are in the UK from (a) the Palestinian Territories and (b) the Gaza 
Strip awaiting a decision on a new claim for asylum and for which the Government has 
no removal plans; and if she will make a statement. [264176] 

Mr. Woolas: Information on the number of failed asylum seekers who have made 
further submissions on their case which are still awaiting consideration can be 
obtained only at disproportionate cost. This applies irrespective of an individual's 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0005.htm#09033032001052
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90330w0005.htm#09033032001052


 
4 

nationality or place of origin. Further submissions will only be classed as a fresh 
claim retrospectively following their full consideration where the submissions meet 
the criteria set out in paragraph 353 of the Immigration Rules. 
All asylum claims including those from individuals from the Palestinian territories 
(including the Gaza strip) are considered on their individual merits in accordance 
with our obligations under the 1951 refugee convention and the European 
convention on human rights. Those identified by the decision-making process and 
the independent appeals process as not being in need of international protection 
are expected to leave the UK voluntarily. Failed asylum seekers can and do 
voluntarily return to the Palestinian territories (including the Gaza strip). Those 
who do not leave voluntarily may have their return enforced. 
However, the UK Border Agency will not enforce the return of a failed asylum 
seeker who has made further submissions in their case as long as those 
submissions, including any appeal if the submissions are accepted as a fresh 
claim, remain pending. Again, this applies irrespective of an individual's nationality 
or place or origin. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w00
24.htm#09033035000037  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
  

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
* closes in 6 days 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w0024.htm#09033035000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090330/text/90330w0024.htm#09033035000037
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
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Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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