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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Louise Ellman (1138)  Proposed British National Party March in LiverpoolThat this 
House notes the cancellation of the planned march in Liverpool city centre by the British 
National Party; condemns and opposes the hatred the march was intended to foster; 
welcomes the campaign against the march supported by the community, local politicians 
and the North West Trades Union Congress; and thanks all those members of the public 
on Merseyside who signed the Hope not Hate petition opposing the march, thus ensuring 
a clear and loud voice against the bigotry of the British National Party. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38253&SESSION=899  

 
 
House of Lords and House of Commons Joint Committee on 
Human Rights 

Demonstrating respect for rights? A human rights approach to policing protest 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/47/47i.pdf  

 
 
Ministry of Justice 

Rights and Responsibilities: developing our constitutional framework 
(Green Paper on constitutional reform) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/rights-responsibilities.pdf  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs which 
Minister signed the Final Declaration of the London conference on combating anti-
Semitism; and if he will make a statement. [264676] 

Gillian Merron: My right hon. Friends the Prime Minister and the Foreign 
Secretary signed the London Declaration on combating anti-Semitism in their 
capacity as parliamentarians. 
The London Declaration was signed by 125 parliamentarians from 40 countries. 
The Government are committed to combating anti-Semitism wherever and 
whenever it occurs. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the Answer of 9 March 2009, Official Report, column 41W, on anti-Semitism, 
what steps the Government plans to take to monitor and tackle anti-Semitism overseas; 
and if he will make a statement. [264677] 

Gillian Merron: The recent London Conference on combating anti-Semitism, 
organised by the Inter-parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism and 
co-hosted by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, called for the establishment 
of an international task-force of internet specialists to measure racism and anti-
Semitism online and propose international responses. 
It also called for the exposure and isolation of governments and politicians 
engaging in hate against Jews, and urged the EU to address the issue of 
combating anti-Semitism. 
We will work with the Inter-parliamentary Coalition and other partners on follow-up 
to the London Conference. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/text/90320w00
09.htm#09032041000084  

 
Sports: Anti-Semitism 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what steps he is 
taking to tackle anti-Semitism in (a) football and (b) other sports; what recent 
representations he has received on the issue; what recent meetings he has had with the 
Football Association on the issue; and if he will make a statement. [259047] 

Mr. Sutcliffe: While I have received no recent representations or held any recent 
meetings on the issue of tackling anti-Semitism in sport, I remain fully committed 
to a sporting landscape free from all forms of discrimination. To this end: 
(a) Football treats anti-Semitism as an offence under the ground regulations, 
thereby empowering the clubs and police to take action if abuse occurs. The 
Football Association also provides funding for the Kick It Out campaign, which 
tackles anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination through the Equality 
Standard for professional clubs. In addition, the Football Association also jointly 
hosted a seminar on Tackling Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia in April 2008, and 
the subsequently convened working group will report its findings to the FA board in 
April 2009. 
(b) Other sports receiving Government funding through Sport England and UK 
Sport for the 2009-13 period will do so on the basis of their compliance with the 
Equality Standard for Sport. The standard forbids discrimination on the grounds of 
gender, marital status, race, colour, religion, disability, age, occupation, religion or 
political opinion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/text/90320w00
02.htm#09032041000033  

TOP 
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Israel 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3760 Sandra White: Israeli War Crimes Confirmed—That the Parliament 
condemns in the strongest possible terms what has come to light from the admission by 
Israeli troops in testimonies made to Danny Zamir, head of the Rabin pre-military 
academy, that civilians were deliberately targeted during Israel’s recent offensive in 
Gaza, including accounts of an unarmed old woman being shot, a woman and her two 
children being killed after Israeli soldiers ordered them from their house and into the line 
of fire of a sniper and soldiers clearing houses by shooting anyone whom they came 
across; expresses serious concern that many soldiers believed that they were fighting a 
religious war given the fact that booklets distributed by military rabbis had given the clear 
message that "we are the Jewish people, we have come to the land by miraculous 
means, and now we have to fight to remove the Gentiles who are getting in our way and 
preventing us from occupying the Holy Land"; believes that this amounts to the 
admission that the Israeli state is operating a programme of ethnic cleansing, and calls 
on the international community to initiate proceedings to bring those responsible for these 
atrocities to justice and for international sanctions to be placed on Israel. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16146  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

EU statement on house evictions in East Jerusalem 
The UK strongly supports the EU statement issued after the Israeli government issued 
eviction notices to the al-Rawi and Hanoun families in East Jerusalem.  
Bill Rammell, Minister for the Middle East, reiterated the EU's call to suspend these 
eviction notices. He said: "These eviction notices are not conducive to peace.  We call on 
the Israeli government to suspend these eviction notices immediately." 
EU statement 
"The EU is deeply concerned by the issuing of eviction notices to the al-Rawi and 
Hanoun families in East Jerusalem. These eviction notices follow other recent orders 
which adversely affect Palestinians living in East Jerusalem and, combined with the 
increase in settlement activity in East Jerusalem, further threaten the chances of peace. 
We have raised our concerns with the Israeli government and call on Israel to suspend 
these eviction notices immediately and, in addition, to allow the al-Kurd family to return to 
their home." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=15217557  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. MacShane: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received of the decision of the Italian government to withdraw 
from the United Nations Durban 2 conference; and if he will make a statement. [264330] 

Gillian Merron: Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini announced on 5 March 
2009 that Italy would not participate in negotiations on the draft outcome 
document for the Durban Review Conference. 
Italy would, however, continue to follow the process and reconsider its position if 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16146
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=15217557
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EU red lines were respected. 
The Government have on several occasions expressed its view on the Durban 
Review Conference, the follow-up to the 2001 World Conference Against Racism. 
We want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against racism in all its 
forms, in all countries in the world. It should not be seen as an opportunity to press 
unrelated political interests and issues. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the withdrawal of governments from the United Nations 
Durban 2 Conference; and if he will make a statement. [264675] 

Gillian Merron: Canada and Israel have formally withdrawn from the Durban 
Review Conference. The United States and Italy announced that they would not 
take part in negotiations on the draft document that was under negotiation, and set 
conditions for their re-engagement. 
This document has now been superseded by an updated version, which issued on 
17 March 2009. 
The Government have expressed a consistent view on the Durban Review 
Conference. We want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against 
racism in all its forms, in all parts of the world. It should not be seen as an 
opportunity to press unrelated political interests and issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/text/90320w00
09.htm#09032041000091  

 
 
UK Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
The Minister for Europe (Caroline Flint): My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary 
and I represented the UK at the General Affairs and External Relations Council in 
Brussels. The agenda items covered were as follows: … 
Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
Ministers took stock of the situation in Gaza, the inter-Palestinian talks and the formation 
of a new Israeli Government. The Presidency, High Representative Solana and 
Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner briefed Ministers on their recent contacts with partners in 
the region including their meeting on 15 March with the Foreign Ministers of Egypt, 
Jordan and the Palestinian Authority. … 
Durban Review Conference 
There was an inconclusive discussion of the EU’s approach to the Durban review 
conference, the follow-up to the 2001 UN World Conference Against Racism, which will 
take place in Geneva in April. Negotiations are continuing in Geneva. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/wmstext/90320
m0001.htm#09032040000007  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0722303m.48
5-491.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/text/90320w0009.htm#09032041000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/text/90320w0009.htm#09032041000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/wmstext/90320m0001.htm#09032040000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090320/wmstext/90320m0001.htm#09032040000007
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0722303m.485-491.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0722303m.485-491.html
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 

 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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