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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Church Repairs 
Ben Chapman (Wirral, South) (Lab): What progress has been made in discussions 
between the Church of England and the Chancellor of the Exchequer on levels of value 
added tax charged on church repairs. [264462] 

The Second Church Estates Commissioner: Church representatives have been 
in regular contact with the Treasury on that matter. The latest development is the 
agreement reached by the European Council of Finance Ministers on 10 March 
that all member states will have the option to apply permanently reduced VAT 
rates to a number of goods and services. I very much regret that the repair of 
places of worship is not on that list of goods and services. 

Ben Chapman: Is it not a pity that the Council found the opportunity to discuss VAT 
reductions for some toll bridges and restaurants, but not for church buildings, which 
provide so much emotional, spiritual and cultural well-being? What is the next step? 

Sir Stuart Bell: I agree entirely with my hon. Friend. One has to bear in mind that 
the former Chancellor of the Exchequer, now Prime Minister, agreed effectively to 
reduce VAT on church repairs to 5 per cent. until 2011. The campaign by 
Members in this House will be to maintain that derogation well after that date. I am 
sure that right hon. and hon. Members will add their weight to it. In particular, may 
I thank the hon. Members for Vale of York (Miss McIntosh) and for The Wrekin 
(Mark Pritchard), my hon. Friend the Member for Wirral, South (Ben Chapman) 
and others who are present who have contributed to and supported the 
campaign? I also thank those in the Church of England who have campaigned so 
arduously. I invite parishes up and down the land to make use of the derogation 
scheme already in operation. 

Miss Anne McIntosh (Vale of York) (Con): I thank the hon. Gentleman for his kind 
words, and for raising the profile of parish churches in rural areas. Now that we have 
established the derogation, and the broader principle of lower VAT on other goods and 
services, can we not all unite behind the campaign to persuade the Prime Minister and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to take the argument to Europe, so that they can ensure 
that the derogation affects churches across the European Union? We must unite behind 
that worthwhile cause. 

Sir Stuart Bell: I am grateful to the hon. Lady for her comments, and I would 
certainly support any campaign that the Prime Minister and the Chancellor might 
wish to take to Europe, bearing in mind that it took six years to get this far, and 
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that the process was extraordinarily complicated. As my hon. Friend the Member 
for Wirral, South (Ben Chapman) said, at the last moment, it was decided in 
Lisbon to throw in toll bridges; they are to be covered, but not VAT on church 
repairs, which is quite remarkable. I hope that that is not a reflection of how the 
European Union looks upon the Christian community throughout the Union. 

Sir Patrick Cormack (South Staffordshire) (Con): Would the hon. Gentleman accept 
that many of us are extremely angry at the attitude recently taken in Europe? Would he 
also accept that at a time of unemployment, it is crucial that church buildings can be 
repaired, not only because that is intrinsically important, but because that work offers 
employment to craftsmen and others? 

Sir Stuart Bell: The hon. Gentleman makes a fine point, because the work is 
artisanal—if that is a word that we can put in Hansard—and helpful for local 
communities. The essential message that this House should give the parishes is 
to encourage them to undertake those church repairs, and to collect the VAT 
reduction. It is important that the scheme is taken up before 2011, so that, with the 
grace of this House, it can be continued after that date. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/debtext/90319-
0003.htm#09031960000030  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (1137) Ibrahim Moussawi's Declined Visa – That this House welcomes the 
decision to decline the visa application of Ibrahim Moussawi, Media Relations Officer of 
Hizbollah and former editor of Al Manar, the radical television station of Hizbollah; agrees 
that the UK should not be a platform for his messages of hate; and calls on the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department to make his exclusion permanent. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38249&SESSION=899  

 
 
UK Ministerial Statement 

Vetting and Barring Scheme 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department (Meg Hillier): 
Since January this year, the new Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) has been 
taking all barring decisions on new cases referred to it under the current barring 
provisions of POVA, POCA and List 99. This has replaced barring decisions by Ministers 
with independent decision making in relation to those persons considered unsuitable to 
work with children or vulnerable adults. 
From 12 October this year, we will bring into force the barring provisions under the 
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, significantly extending the range of activities 
and workplaces from which individuals may be barred to include all regulated activities, 
as defined by the Act. In particular, a wider range of posts and workplaces which provide 
for vulnerable adults will now be covered by the barring arrangements. The ISA will make 
independent barring decisions on cases referred to it, and bars will apply to paid 
employment and voluntary work in regulated activities. From this date, those barred 
under current arrangements who have been transferred to the new barred lists by the 
ISA will also be barred from the wider scope of regulated activities. It will be an offence 
for any barred person to work in regulated activities, and for any employer to employ 
someone he knows to be barred, in either a paid or voluntary capacity. Requirements will 
also come into force for employers to refer relevant cases to the ISA in instances of harm 
to the vulnerable groups. 
With effect from July 2010, the final element of the new scheme will be phased in. Those 
wishing to work with children or vulnerable adults will be able to apply for registration with 
the new scheme; the ISA will consider all cases referred to it and will be able to bar those 
considered unsuitable for such work; and continuous monitoring of those registered with 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/debtext/90319-0003.htm#09031960000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/debtext/90319-0003.htm#09031960000030
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38249&SESSION=899
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the scheme will commence. New entrants to the workforce and those changing posts will 
apply to the scheme first under plans to phase in the workforce gradually. In order not to 
disrupt normal recruitment processes over the summer period, relevant criminal offences 
will not be brought into force until November 2010. At this point registration with the new 
scheme and the requirement for employers to check registered status will become 
mandatory for the phased-in groups. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/wmstext/90319
m0004.htm#09031977000019  

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland what reports he has 
received on levels of anti-Semitism in Northern Ireland since December 2008; and if he 
will make a statement. [263240] 

Paul Goggins: The Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister is 
responsible for matters relating to equality and community relations, including 
issues surrounding anti-Semitism. 
I am advised that the Police Service of Northern Ireland record crimes or incidents 
that have a religious motivation, however these are not routinely broken  
19 Mar 2009 : Column 1284W 
down into different faiths. The Police Service of Northern Ireland have advised me 
that there have been five such crimes or incidents since December 2008, including 
at least one of an anti-Semitic nature. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/text/90319w00
03.htm#09031956000062  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Gaza 
Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of how much long-term reconstruction aid will be required for Gaza; and what 
plans they have to help rebuild infrastructure in Gaza. [HL1087] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The Palestinian national early recovery and reconstruction plan 
for Gaza 2009-10 (formerly known as the GERRP) was presented at the 
international conference in support of the Palestinian economy for the 
reconstruction of Gaza (2 March 2009, Sharm el-Sheikh). The plan lays out what 
needs to be done over the next two years to replace damaged and destroyed 
public infrastructure, rebuild homes and help the economy recover. The UK 
Government and other donors support the plan and believe it offers a sound 
blueprint for recovery in Gaza. It is available on the OCHA website at 
www.ochaopt.org/cluster/clusters.php?domain=3. 
On 1 March 2009, the Department for International Development (DfID) pledged 
£30 million for recovery in Gaza. This will help rebuild damaged and destroyed 
homes, schools and hospitals in Gaza, and help ensure delivery of basic services. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/wmstext/90319m0004.htm#09031977000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/wmstext/90319m0004.htm#09031977000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/text/90319w0003.htm#09031956000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090319/text/90319w0003.htm#09031956000062
http://www.ochaopt.org/cluster/clusters.php?domain=3
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DfID has also allocated £443,000 to the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) to clear 
unexploded ordnance from sites across Gaza. 
Recovery is only the first stage of rebuilding Gaza. For longer-term reconstruction, 
we expect the World Bank, EC and UN to take the lead on a full needs 
assessment. We will assess support to reconstruction at that stage. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90319w0002.htm#0903
1952000490  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720319a.42
1-427.html  
 

 
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 

 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90319w0002.htm#09031952000490
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90319w0002.htm#09031952000490
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720319a.421-427.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720319a.421-427.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
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Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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