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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills pursuant 
to the answer of 3 February 2009, Official Report, column 1098W, on higher education: 
anti-Semitism, when he expects to set up the dedicated sub-group to the Cross 
Government Working Group against anti-Semitism; who the members of the sub-group 
will be; and if he will make a statement. [259146] 

Mr. Lammy: The Department is currently in the process of establishing this group 
and inviting attendees to the first meeting. At this first meeting the group will agree 
its continuing membership and terms of reference. We see this group as playing 
an important role in helping to tackle anti-Semitism in higher education. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w00
26.htm#09022667000027  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (917) Anti-Semitism on the Internet – That this House notes the vile and 
anti-Semitic nature of the website www.catholicvoice.co.uk; notes that it is run by a 
known fascist and seeks to inspire hate against the Jewish community amongst others; 
understands that according to Nominet's WHOIS service it is based in the United 
Kingdom through ISP provider Plusnet in contradiction with that organisation's own 
hosting policies and remains available to be viewed by the world; calls on Plusnet to stop 
hosting the website content; and calls for the domain name to be revoked and believes 
that those who are writing, commissioning and uploading vile hate speech should face 
the full force of the law. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37996&SESSION=899  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
steps the Government took to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2009; and if she will make a 
statement. [256731] 

Mr. Khan: The theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2009, organised by the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, was 'Stand Up to Hatred'. It examined what hatred 
means; how it can be enshrined in actions, language and legislation; and how 
each individual can help to make our communities strong and safe. 
A number of hon. Members attended the national commemoration on 25 January 
2009 at the Belgrade Theatre in Coventry. These included my right hon. Friend the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government; and my right hon. 
Friend the Secretary of State for the Home Department. I also attended, and was 
able to meet with a number of survivors at a reception, where I read a goodwill 
message from my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister. 
In addition to this, on 26 January 2009 I attended the Beth Shalom Centre where I 
was able to take part in a service marking Holocaust Memorial Day. The Beth 
Shalom Centre is a place of remembrance for the victims of the Holocaust and a 
place of education, challenge and reflection for people everywhere. 
On 29 January 2009, I opened and closed a Topical Debate on the floor of the 
House of Commons which was dedicated to Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Bodies that commemorate the Holocaust and subsequent genocides play a vital 
role in ensuring that we never allow ourselves forget past atrocities, and help our 
and future generations to learn from them. The Government are continuing 
strongly to support such bodies, as well as bodies whose work is associated with 
the theme of this year's event. This includes core grant funding of £750,000 to the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, an increase of 50 per cent. on previous years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w00
33.htm#09022673000010  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what his most recent assessment is of the political situation in Gaza. [248315] 

Bill Rammell: Our assessment is that the current situation in Gaza is very 
concerning. Mt right hon. Friends the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary are 
in close touch with their counterparts working to achieve an immediate and 
permanent ceasefire. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he made to (a) the United Nations and (b) the protagonists in Gaza 
seeking an immediate ceasefire in the conflict in Gaza between 28 December 2008 and 
5 January 2009. [249165] 

Bill Rammell: The UN Security Council met on 27 December 2008 to discuss the 
conflict in Gaza. On 28 December 2008, a UK-French proposal for a press 
statement calling for an immediate halt to violence was agreed. On 1 January 
2009, we started looking at suitable language which ultimately became UN 
Security Council resolution (UNSCR) 1860. Throughout this period, the UK was in 
continuous communication with key partners at the UN. Following three days of 
Security Council meetings, which were attended by my right hon. Friend the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0033.htm#09022673000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0033.htm#09022673000010
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Foreign Secretary, UNSCR 1860 was adopted on 8 January 2009. 
We were in continuous dialogue with the Israeli Government and Palestinian 
Authority. 
We do not believe it is productive to talk to Hamas directly until it makes significant 
movement towards the Quartet principles of rejecting violence, accepting Israel’s 
right to exist and recognising previous agreements. The Arab League has 
mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in regular contact with both 
the Arab League and Egypt. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to Israel on the use of white phosphorus shells in Gaza in 
the last 12 months. [249211] 

Bill Rammell: We are very concerned about reports of white phosphorus 
ammunition being used by the Israeli defence force in Gaza. We have made this 
clear directly to both the Foreign Ministry and Defence Ministry in Tel Aviv. 
I have also made clear to the House that Gaza is an exceptionally densely 
populated area where white phosphorus used as an air burst is liable to cause 
particularly horrific injuries to non-combatants. We consider such use in these 
circumstances unacceptable. 

Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
plans he has to take into account the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of 
Justice on Israel’s wall in the West Bank when implementing the human rights provisions 
of the EU-Israel trade agreement; and if he will make a statement. [250294] 

Bill Rammell: The Government agree with the conclusion of the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) that construction of the barrier along the chosen route, and 
its associated regime, is unlawful under international law. Building the barrier on 
occupied land is contrary to international law. 
The Government have consistently made this position clear and supported the 
United Nations General Assembly Resolution which acknowledged the ICJ 
advisory opinion on the legal consequences of the construction of the barrier in the 
occupied Palestinian territory. 
While the implementation of the provisions of EU agreements is the business of 
the European Commission, we continue to value the platform that the EU/Israel 
Association Agreement gives EU member states to raise their concerns, such as 
those concerning the route of the barrier, with the Government of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w00
12.htm#09022648000156  
 

Derek Wyatt: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Israeli Ambassador on the use of white phosphorus 
shells in Gaza since 27 December 2008. [250418] 

Bill Rammell: We are very concerned about reports of white phosphorus 
ammunition being used by the Israeli Defence Forces in Gaza. We have made this 
clear directly to both the Foreign Ministry and Defence Ministry in Tel Aviv. 

Harry Cohen: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answer to the hon. Member for Sittingbourne and Sheppey of 13 
January 2009, Official Report, column 116, on Palestine, what steps he has taken to 
ensure that allegations that the Israeli defence force used (a) white phosphorus and (b) 
dense inert metal explosive bombs during its recent actions in Gaza are investigated by 
international agencies. [253452] 

Bill Rammell: We are gravely concerned at widespread allegations that Israel and 
Hamas have violated international humanitarian law. These allegations have been 
made publicly by credible organisations such as the United Nations and 
International Committee of the Red Cross. During his 19 January 2009 statement, 
Official Report, column 501, my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary called for 
them to be closely and speedily investigated. 
We expect Israel to investigate allegations made against its forces, and have 
made this clear to the Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0012.htm#09022648000156
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0012.htm#09022648000156
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In addition, the UN Human Rights Council has decided to send an international 
fact-finding mission to investigate violations of human rights law and international 
humanitarian law by Israel in Gaza. 

Mr. Winnick: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the Government is involved in an international investigation on whether war 
crimes were committed by Israel in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [253932] 

Bill Rammell: We are gravely concerned at widespread allegations that Israel and 
Hamas have violated international humanitarian law. During his statement to 
Parliament of 19 January 2009, Official Report, column 501, my right hon. Friend 
the Foreign Secretary called for them to be closely and speedily investigated. 
The UN Secretary-General has launched a Board of Inquiry into the shelling of UN 
premises in Gaza. The UK fully supports this inquiry and we urge all parties to co-
operate with it. 
We also expect Israel to investigate allegations made against its forces, and have 
made this clear to the Israeli Government. 
In addition, the UN Human Rights Council has decided to send an international 
fact-finding mission to investigate violations of human rights law and international 
humanitarian law by Israel in Gaza. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the Answer of 28 January 2009, Official Report, column 604W, on the Middle 
East: armed conflict, what the reasons are for the Government’s policy on this matter; 
and if he will make a statement. [255014] 

Bill Rammell: We assess all arms export applications on a case by case basis 
against the criteria covered by the EU Common Position on arms export controls 
which creates legal obligations on the UK to consider arms export licence 
applications in this way. We believe this provides a transparent, consistent and 
effective way to manage responsibly the export of arms from the UK. My right hon. 
Friend the late Robin Cook when Foreign Secretary explained in this House why 
we have adopted this policy in his response to my right hon. Friend the Member 
for East Ham (Mr. Timms) on 28 July 1997, Official Report, column 26. My right 
hon. Friend, the then Minister of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(Mr. Hain), reiterated this explanation in his answer to the hon. Member for 
Crawley (Laura Moffatt) on 26 October 2000, Official Report, column 199W. 
In assessing current license applications for Israel we take very carefully into 
account the recent conflict in the region. We will not authorise an export if to do so 
would be inconsistent with the criteria in the EU Common Position on arms export 
controls: this includes, for example, where there is a clear risk of exports being 
used either for internal repression or for external aggression the export licence is 
not granted. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports the Government has received on war crimes allegedly committed by the 
government of Israel during Operation Cast Lead; and if he will make a statement. 
[255106] 

Bill Rammell: We are gravely concerned at widespread allegations that Israel and 
Hamas have violated international humanitarian law. These allegations have been 
made publicly by credible organisations such as the UN and International 
Committee of the Red Cross. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary called for 
them to be closely and speedily investigated in his statement to Parliament of 19 
January 2009, Officia l Report, column 501. 
The UN Secretary-General has launched a Board of Inquiry into the shelling of UN 
premises in Gaza. The UK fully supports this inquiry and we urge all parties to co-
operate with it. 
We also expect Israel to investigate allegations made against its forces, and have 
made this clear to the Israeli government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w00
13.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0013.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0013.htm
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Israel: Anniversaries 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Prime Minister pursuant to the answer of 12 February 2009, 
Official Report, column 2136W, on Israel: anniversaries, whether he made a speech at 
the Israel Embassy’s 60th anniversary reception; and if he will make a statement. 
[259163] 

The Prime Minister: I have nothing further to add to the answer I gave the hon. 
Member on 12 February 2009, Official Report, column 2136W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w00
11.htm#09022648000134  
 

The answer to which the Prime Minister refers is at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090212/text/90212w00
04.htm#0902139000042  

 
Gaza 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they and the Middle East 
Quartet will seek to provide necessary supplies to Gaza by sea; and, if so, whether this 
will make use of the facilities offered by Cyprus since land-based deliveries have so far 
proved insufficient. [HL1382] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The UK Government have investigated the use of sea routes as 
a way of providing aid to Gaza. Current information suggests that the most 
effective and sustainable way to ensure those in Gaza get much needed aid 
supplies is by a sustained relaxation of restrictions on humanitarian and other 
imports into Gaza via the land crossings in Egypt and Israel. Achieving that 
remains our focus. The Middle East quartet representative has not discussed the 
use of sea routes as a way of providing aid to Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226w0001.htm#0902
2653000171  

TOP 
 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Foreign Policy 
includes 
col 317  Lord Marlesford: …Perhaps the greatest and most dangerous political 
challenge is the West’s present conflict with Islamicism. It is perceived through much of 
the Muslim world, especially in the fragmented Middle East, as a re-enactment of the 
Christian Crusades. The thousand-year memories of the massacre of Muslims by 
Christians in Syria and Palestine had faded until they were reawakened by European 
colonialist ventures in the latter part of the 19th century. …Since then, there has been a 
tidal change, with the Islamists, whose ideology is sometimes so extreme as to be a 
perversion of Islamic teaching, setting the agenda. Al-Qaeda has been in the vanguard, 
invoking jihad partly to settle scores inside the Muslim world, but also evoking the 
history—and probably the myths—of Saladin against the West. President Bush’s use of 
the word “crusade” after 9/11, reinforced by his “axis of evil” speech of 2002, has 
empowered the fundamentalists and played into the hands of the jihadists. 
I believe that the West must show a new respect for the ancient and pre-Islamic 
civilisations of the Middle East. I believe that Turkey and Syria could then offer keys to 
progress on the Israel/Palestine situation, which continues to drip its poison into the area. 
This challenge is largely in the hands of the United States. Without American weapons 
and the annual military grant of some $2.4 billion, Israel would be defendable only with its 
own nuclear weapons. If a two-stage solution is achievable, it will have to be recognised 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0011.htm#09022648000134
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/text/90226w0011.htm#09022648000134
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090212/text/90212w0004.htm#0902139000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090212/text/90212w0004.htm#0902139000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226w0001.htm#09022653000171
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226w0001.htm#09022653000171
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by Israel as its only viable option. Even on a small scale, Israel has been demonstrating 
that military can now only reveal weakness. The failure of the 2006 Hezbollah war may 
have been repeated in Gaza this year because Israel’s declared intention of ending 
rocket attacks does not seem to have been achieved. History shows that eventually, 
however unpalatable, radical movements with popular support have to be engaged. 
Equally, Hamas and Hezbollah will have to accept that their own declared aims are not 
achievable. But with perhaps four years to get there, an American military commitment to 
a two-stage solution could produce peace. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-
0002.htm#09022652000728 
 

col 333  Lord Anderson of Swansea: …On the violence in Gaza, in 1950 its population 
was 240,000: it is now 1.5 million and will soon move to 2.2 million. With that sort of 
increase, how can one seek to provide education and health for those young people, and 
prevent them becoming so radicalised? Something can yet be done. The Arab 
populations in the West Bank and in Israel proper do not have that same population 
boom. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-0004.htm 
 

col 376  Lord Hylton: …The West failed to foresee two appalling wars, in south Lebanon 
in 2006 and the most recent onslaught on Gaza, which followed a blockade going back to 
2005. More comprehensive dialogues might have prevented both wars. These wars have 
left Israel still insecure while alienating Hamas and much of Islamic public opinion 
throughout the world. Western policy could be greatly improved by not laying down 
preconditions. These are usually inappropriate when those affected have suffered the 
traumas of war, displacement and occupation. The preconditions imposed on Hamas 
after its election victory in 2006 were perhaps the most glaring example of this kind. 
…When a region is anxiously searching for peace and normal life, “reconciliation” can be 
an overworked and sometimes empty word, but it is a time-consuming and costly 
process and one in which civil society has a vital role to play. Religious leaders, 
parliamentarians, business people and NGOs all have a common interest in working for 
reconciliation on two levels. There is the regional level, already mentioned, aiming to 
create a wide area of common prosperity, and there is the level of the state or nation. 
There is an obvious need for a coming together among Palestinians between the secular 
and Islamic parties and between both and their diaspora. Even in Israel there are 
tensions between Ashkenazis and Sephardim or between Arab and Jewish Israelis. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-0010.htm  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090226/am/9022
6s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090226/pm/9022
6s01.htm  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090226a.32
7-330.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-0002.htm#09022652000728
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-0002.htm#09022652000728
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90226-0010.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090226/am/90226s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090226/am/90226s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090226/pm/90226s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090226/pm/90226s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090226a.327-330.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090226a.327-330.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/2009066.pdf  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070226a.18
9-191.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 

UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 

Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 

All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 

Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 

Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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