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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Places of Religious Worship 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many places of religious 
worship are registered for marriages under the Marriage Act 1949, broken down by faith 
and denomination. [HL1356] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): There are currently 24,883 places of meeting for religious worship 
which have been registered by the Registrar General for the solemnisation of 
marriages under Section 41 of the Marriage Act 1949. This number is broken 
down by denomination as follows: 

Roman Catholic 3291 

Methodist 6265 

Congregationalist 1240 

Baptist 3060 

United Reformed 
Church 

1566 

Calvinistic Methodist 1052 

Brethren 737 

Salvation Army 721 

Unitarian 159 

Jehovah's Witnesses 832 

Other Christian bodies 4348 

Muslim 186 

Sikh 163 

Other 1263 

“Other Christian bodies” includes those who describe themselves as Christian but 
do not designate themselves further. Examples of “Other” include Assemblies of 
God, Latter Day Saints, Seventh Day Adventist, Greek Orthodox and Pentecostal. 
The Registrar General has also registered 123 naval, military or air force chapels 
for the solemnisation of marriages, otherwise than according to the rites of the 
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Church of England, under Section 70 of the Marriage Act 1949. No denomination 
is stated with these registrations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90223w0004.htm#0902
235000826 
 

Religious Buildings: Water Charges 
Ben Chapman: To ask the hon. Member for Middlesbrough, representing the Church 
Commissioners whether the Church Commissioners plan to take steps to implement the 
resolution of the General Synod on church water rates; and if he will make a statement. 
[257843] 

Sir Stuart Bell: The General Synod motion urged the Government to press Ofwat 
to ensure that water companies did not treat places of worship as if they were 
businesses and, as my hon. Friend will note from my remarks on the Floor of the 
House on 5 February 2009, Official Report, columns 971-72, I fully support the 
position taken by General Synod. 
I might add by way of a statement that the Archbishops Council will take the lead 
in the Church’s ongoing discussions with Government on this matter and it will do 
so not only with General Synod’s support but also the support of the Church 
Commissioners, the wider Church, other charitable bodies, a good many Members 
of Parliament and, it seems, an increasing proportion of the general public. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w00
01.htm#0902238000007  
 
  

Armed Forces: Religions and Faiths 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government what religions and faiths are 
recognised by the British Armed Forces. [HL1352] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Defence (Baroness 
Taylor of Bolton): The Armed Forces encourage people from all faiths to practise 
their religious observances as far as operational and health and safety 
considerations allow. While religion and belief is treated as a private matter, the 
services place a great deal of importance on the spiritual development of their 
personnel. Commissioned Armed Forces chaplains are drawn from the main 
Christian denominations practised in the UK. The first MoD civilian chaplains to 
the Armed Forces from the Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim and Sikh faith communities 
were appointed in October 2005. The services have had an honorary officiating 
chaplain from the Jewish faith under long-standing arrangements, and action is 
underway to recruit a Jewish civilian chaplain. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90223w0002.htm#0902
235000788  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
steps the Government is taking to protect the Jewish community from anti-Semitic 
attacks; and if she will make a statement. [256730] 

Mr. Khan: Following the dramatic rise in anti-Semitic attacks recorded since the 
onset of the conflict in Gaza, the Secretary of State and I met with representatives 
from Jewish organisations to provide reassurance that we are taking the action 
necessary to tackle the recent upsurge in anti-Semitism. The Government will 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90223w0004.htm#0902235000826
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90223w0004.htm#0902235000826
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w0001.htm#0902238000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w0001.htm#0902238000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90223w0002.htm#0902235000788
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90223w0002.htm#0902235000788
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continue to engage with relevant agencies including the Community Security Trust 
to ensure that the Jewish community is fully protected from the scourge of anti-
Semitism. 
The ‘All-Party Inquiry into Antisemitism: Government Response One year on 
Progress Report’ published in May 2008 set out the Government's current 
programme of work to combat anti-Semitism. On 11 February, I attended a 
ministerial seminar hosted by my hon. Friend the Minister for Culture, Creative 
Industries and Tourism to discuss the Government's strategy towards tackling anti-
Semitism on the internet—this was one of the key commitments set out in the 
progress report. 
The UK is also taking an international lead in tackling anti-Semitism and hosted a 
landmark conference in February which brought together MPs and experts from 
across the globe to tackle anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w00
22.htm#09022327000090  
 

Community Relations 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government what steps the Government has taken to improve community relations 
between diverse populations. [257705] 

Mr. Khan: In 2007 we announced a renewed commitment to community cohesion 
with a £50 million investment over three years and a new public service 
agreement to build cohesive, active and empowered communities. We continue to 
support local authorities in delivering improvements in cohesion by providing a 
framework of guidance and targeted local support. 
In addition in July 2008 we published the Inter Faith framework which aims to 
facilitate inter faith dialogue, thus building understanding and celebrating the 
values held in common by the different faith communities, such as integrity in 
public life, care, compassion and respect. The framework, which is supported by a 
funding commitment of over £7.5 million, is also intended to increase the level of 
collaborative social action involving different faith communities and wider civil 
society, so that people work together to bring about positive and concrete change 
within their local communities. Finally, it aims to maintain and further develop good 
relations between faith communities and wider civil society. 
This work will also make a positive contribution to work we are undertaking to 
deliver the Meaningful Interaction strand of PSA21 (Cohesive Engaged 
Empowered Communities) which aim to encourage meaningful interaction 
between people from different backgrounds. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w00
22.htm#09022327000092  

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

John Mann (829) London Declaration on Combating Anti-Semitism – That this 
House notes the inaugural conference of the Inter-Parliamentary Coalition on Combating 
Anti-Semitism, the attendance of 125 MPs from 40 different countries and the resulting 
London Declaration on Combating Anti-Semitism; believes that anti-Semitism is on the 
rise, at the highest levels since records began in the 1980s; supports the 
recommendation that every country should have comprehensive hate crime legislation 
where anti-Semitism is treated equally as a racially or religiously motivated crime, 
incitement to hate laws and prosecutions of those hosting, unloading or commissioning 
hate on the internet within their jurisdiction; agrees that more should be done to tackle 
anti-Semitism on university campuses, ensure better reporting and to secure more 
convictions for the anti-Semitic hate crimes that take place; calls on all politicians to sign 
the London Declaration on Combating Anti-Semitism and for the Government working 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w0022.htm#09022327000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w0022.htm#09022327000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w0022.htm#09022327000092
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090223/text/90223w0022.htm#09022327000092
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group to consider how Britain can best implement the Declaration; and calls for a Council 
of Ministers meeting on the issue of anti-Semitism. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37904&SESSION=899  

 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Government outlines new plans for achieving race equality in the UK 
The third and final report on the Government's race equality strategy, Improving 
Opportunity, Strengthening Society shows that further progress depends on recognising 
that different ethnic groups are experiencing disadvantage in different ways. The 
Government is consulting on how best to move away from a 'one size fits all' approach to 
targeted help addressing the different needs of particular groups. 
The consultation will also take account of the additional challenge posed by the 
economic downturn. Past evidence shows that Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups, 
as well as disadvantaged White people, are hit harder than others because of the type of 
job they have or because they live in deprived areas. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1155518  
 
 
Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society: A third progress report 
vol 1: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/11529661.pdf  
vol 2: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/11529061.pdf  
 
 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

 
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Speech by Jack Straw: Stephen Lawrence Inquiry: 10 years on  
On April 22 1993, Stephen Lawrence – a popular, talented, thoroughly decent young 
man – died of stab wounds on a busy street in South East London.  
His murder was, in the words of Sir William Macpherson, 'simply and solely and 
unequivocally motivated by racism' (Macpherson Report, chapter 1).  
But this racism was not confined to the perpetrators. Stephen's death exposed the painful 
extent of prejudice within the police and public authorities; indeed, within British society 
as a whole. … Intolerance is a cancer in any society; it poisons and corrupts if left to 
grow and spread unchecked.  
As a nation we had to look within ourselves and our public institutions, accept our 
failures, and together say 'no more, never again'. … 
There are now fewer racist crimes (the number has fallen from 206,000 in 2002/03 to 
139,000 in 2005/06, according to the British Crime Survey), and there is much greater 
confidence among people from ethnic minority communities that they are treated fairly by 
the justice system. Which means that more of these crimes are reported to the police 
(60,000 hate crimes in 2005/06 compared with 54,000 in 2003/04).  
Meanwhile, more and more ethnic minority officers are being recruited into the police – 
twice as many as a decade ago. But we do know there are problems with retaining those 
officers after they have joined.  
It takes time and determination to turn around entrenched prejudice and unthinking 
racism. We can change the rules, laws, processes and procedures, but fundamentally 
there also needs to be a sea-change in attitude.We are starting to see the real signs of 
such a change.  

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37904&SESSION=899
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1155518
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/11529661.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/11529061.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf
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Racist language in the canteen is no longer accepted or laughed off or deemed trivial. 
Since what happens in the football grounds is both a reflection of, and an allegory for, life 
outside, it is worth us noting the shift that has taken place there. The sickening chants 
and taunts that were commonplace a generation ago are, to my certain knowledge, a 
rarity. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/speech240209a.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on UK Aid to Gaza at 4.30 on 25 February (tomorrow) 
 
 

European Union 

Council meeting on General Affairs and External Relations External relations 
The Council discussed the situation regarding the Middle East peace process, following 
the Israeli parliamentary elections held on 10 February. The discussion focused on 
preparations for the international conference in support of the Palestinian economy for 
the reconstruction of Gaza which will be held on 2 March in Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt), in 
particular the input of the EU as a co-sponsor of the conference. Ministers stressed that 
substantial pledges of assistance should be mobilised, and above all that life in Gaza 
should be brought back to normal as quickly as possible. A number of messages will also 
be sent to the conference: humanitarian relief for the people, support for Egypt and its 
ongoing mediation efforts, support for a resumption of the bilateral negotiations and 
confirmation of the Arab Peace initiative. 
The EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), Javier 
Solana, announced that he will be travelling to Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Israel and the 
Palestinian territories from 24 to 28 February 2009, a few days before the Conference. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/gena/106331.pdf  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Petition 

PE1238 Petition by Deryck Beaumont, on behalf of the Scottish Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to urge 
the UK Government to expel the Israeli Ambassador from the UK until Israel shows it is 
prepared to accept that it is not above international law. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1238.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

United Nations 

High Commissioner Makes Concrete Proposals to Combat Racism 
…Calling on governments to transcend political differences and work together to 
eliminate racism and xenophobia, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay 
has issued a series of proposals and recommendations in preparation for a major anti-
racism conference, to be held in Geneva in April.  

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/speech240209a.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/gena/106331.pdf
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The High Commissioner’s report, issued today, has been sent to UN Member States, 
currently planning the April 20-24 Durban Review Conference to  assess implementation 
of the wide-ranging Programme of Action agreed at the 2001 World Conference against 
Racism, held in Durban, South Africa.  
Although government representatives preparing for the Review Conference have so far 
made all their decisions by consensus, some of the language proposed for a draft 
conference outcome document has been controversial because of its criticism of Israel’s 
policies in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  
The High Commissioner, who is Secretary-General of the Review Conference, appealed 
to governments not to allow any single issue to dominate discussions of such vital 
importance to human dignity to the exclusion and detriment of others. “I appeal to all to 
uphold the consensually agreed objectives of the Durban Review Conference, and to 
bear in mind their importance to the millions of victims around the world,” she said, 
adding, “I urge Member States to transcend their differences and to join efforts to 
confront racism and xenophobia.” 
Addressing another controversial topic, Pillay proposed holding a series of expert 
workshops in order to help governments find common ground on the issue of defamation 
of religions. Several Islamic states have proposed language that would limit what they 
describe as defamation of religions, which Western states have expressed difficulty in 
accepting because of the potential negative impact on freedom of expression. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pr_23-02-09.shtml  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/am/9021
0s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/pm/9021
0s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0091002p.7-9.html  
  
amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0092402m.14
7-153.html  
 
  
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090212/am/90212
s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090212/pm/90212
s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pro0071202p.22-28.html  
 

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pr_23-02-09.shtml
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/am/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/am/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/pm/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/pm/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0091002p.7-9.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0092402m.147-153.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0092402m.147-153.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090212/am/90212s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090212/am/90212s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090212/pm/90212s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090212/pm/90212s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pro0071202p.22-28.html
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amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072402m.24
3-246.html  

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
 

UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

** Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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