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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

The United Kingdom’s Second Report to the Council of Europe under the 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/minorities/3_FCNMdocs/PDF_2nd_SR_UK_en.pdf  
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Community Relations 

Downing Street 

Press Conference 
Q. Prime Minister after an unprecedented peak of 250 incidents of anti-Semitism in 
Britain just over the last month, the conference that took place over the last two days 
dealing with anti-Semitism, what priorities are you going to give to implementing their 
proposals, and can you give us any indication whether you are going to follow the 
Canadians and Italians who are both hinting very clearly their plan to boycott Durban 2? 

Prime Minister: Well I can just say that any attacks of an anti-Semitic nature are 
totally unacceptable and I am aware that over the past few weeks there has been 
a rise in anti-Semitic attacks and I deplore that and anybody who is guilty of these 
attacks will be arrested and punished appropriately by the law.  I have obviously 
talked to members of the Jewish community and will continue to do so.  Our 
education programme in the schools I think helps to make a difference and of 
course we are very insistent that there has got to be free speech in the universities 
and colleges as well. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18332  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

London Declaration on Combating Antisemitism 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/corporate/londondeclaration  
 
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/minorities/3_FCNMdocs/PDF_2nd_SR_UK_en.pdf
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18332
http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/corporate/londondeclaration
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Statement from Sadiq Khan 
I can personally assure the Jewish community that I and the Inter-parliamentary Coalition 
for Combating Antisemitism will be focusing on key actions, agreed in a Declaration 
signed by representatives from countries across the world, to fight the insidious and 
pernicious evil of antisemitism and all forms of hate crime. The Government is committed 
to setting the trend by working with parliamentarians, the criminal justice system and the 
Jewish community to take forward the strategies set out in the Declaration. 
The Conference in London highlights the challenge that we face following the recent 
resurgence of antisemitism. We must all continue to work together to redouble our efforts 
whilst recognising the crucial work that international parliamentarians have in ensuring 
governments around the world are committed to addressing all hate crime. The British 
Government is prepared for this task, is proud to take the lead and to meet if not surpass 
the work that has already been taken forward to combat antisemitism. 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/corporate/londondeclaration  
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Israel 

Department for International Development 

Fairtrade olive oil offers economic lifeline for Palestinian farmers 
…The olive oil was launched at a Co-operative store in Archway, London by Palestinian 
farmer Mahmoud Issa, International Development Minister Michael Foster MP, The 
Fairtrade Foundation’s Chief Executive Officer Harriet Lamb, Fairtrade Strategic 
Development Manager for The Co-operative Group Brad Hill, Equal Exchange’s Barry 
Murdoch and Heather Masoud from Zaytoun, the importing company.  
Michael Foster said: "I am very pleased to attend the launch of the first ever Fairtrade 
certified Palestinian Olive Oil. Trade is one of the most important ways in which a country 
can lift itself out of poverty and I hope that many more Palestinian products will appear 
on our shelves in the future. …Prime Minister Gordon Brown has also personally 
welcomed the olive oil: "I'm delighted that during Fairtrade Fortnight, Fairtrade-certified 
Palestinian olive oil will be on sale in British supermarkets. Olive oil production plays an 
essential part in the West Bank economy. In buying this oil, British shoppers will be 
helping the farmers of Palestine to make a living." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/fairtrade-oil.asp  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3475 Pauline McNeill: Student Movement Supports Gaza—That the Parliament 
welcomes the day of fundraising at the University of Glasgow for all those affected by the 
recent conflict in Gaza; notes that the day of fundraising, which will be held on Friday 20 
February 2009 and is being organised by the Students’ Representative Council, will offer 
staff and students the opportunity to contribute to the Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC) Gaza Crisis appeal as well as to funds being collected for Save a Child’s Heart, an 
Israeli-based charity that supports children from developing nations who suffer from heart 
disease, with half of the beneficiaries of that charity being Palestinian children; further 
notes that the day of fundraising follows on from students at Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Strathclyde and St Andrews universities taking a stance on the situation in the occupied 
territories and the Gaza Strip, and congratulates the student community for engaging with 
this issue and pressing the international community to work together to bring about 
justice for Palestinians and a peaceful two-state solution. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15820 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/corporate/londondeclaration
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/fairtrade-oil.asp
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15820
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European Union 

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union 
The European Union condemns Israel’s planned settlement construction in the vicinity of 
the Adam settlement in the West Bank. If built, this will constitute a new settlement block. 
The European Union urgently calls on Israel to reconsider the settlement’s planned 
construction, which would be in violation of international law; run counter to the 
Roadmap; and is against commitments made by Israel to the Palestinians and the 
international community last year in Annapolis. … 
To read the full text of the declaration see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/106251.pdf  

 
 

European Parliament 

Debate: Role of the European Union in the Middle East  
Includes: 

 

Javier Solana: …The European vocation for peace in the Middle East remains as strong 
as ever. Our commitment to the creation of a viable and independent Palestinian state, 
living side by side with Israel, is total. It is at the heart of our Middle East policy. All our 
actions have this strategic objective in mind. We will give our firm backing to all who want 
a peaceful solution to the many challenges across the Middle East region. … 
the Arab Peace Initiative is so crucial. This initiative is the collective expression of the 
Arab world on how they could help to end their conflict with Israel. It is their response to 
the issue that has held back their development and their integration into our global world. 
It remains, and should remain, on the table.  
We have just had important elections in Israel. Of course, it is for the Israeli people, their 
political leaders, to decide on the composition of their new government. From our side, 
we hope that the new prime minister and government will be solid interlocutors for peace 
talks. Needless to say, the same applies to the Palestinians. They, too, have to get their 
house in order, including through reconciliation. As everybody knows, we strongly 
encourage intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind President Abbas and all the efforts by 
Egypt and the Arab League in that direction. This will be a key to peace, stability and 
development. …  
The terrible events in Gaza should also force us to take a more strategic and long-term 
look at Gaza. The Gaza Strip constitutes an integral part of the Palestinian territory 
occupied in 1967 and, without any doubt, will be part of a Palestinian state. Gaza needs 
to become economically and politically viable. Gaza needs to become part of a political 
solution. … 
As you know, the diplomatic fall-out of the Gaza conflict in the wider region has been 
very significant: indirect talks between Syria and Israel have been suspended; Mauritania 
and Qatar have suspended ties with Israel; a withdrawal of the Arab Peace Initiative was 
threatened.  
Arab divisions, as you know, have deepened. Without Arab unity it will be very difficult to 
make progress in Gaza and in the wider Middle East peace process. Peace in the Middle 
East requires a united Arab world. The upcoming Arab League summit will be crucial to 
restore Arab unity, in particular behind the Arab Peace Initiative. … 
 

Graham Watson: …Of course, it is our moral duty to assist in the reconstruction of 
Gaza. Of course, it makes sense to seek safeguards from Israel. It is bad enough to see 
the airport, schools and sewerage systems blown up; it is worse to rebuild them with 
European money knowing that they will likely be destroyed once again. Is it possible, is it 
credible, to imagine that Israel can assure us that this will not happen?  …Last month’s 
violence and the outcome of this month’s election have changed the terms of the debate. 
Hamas is stronger politically, it is intact militarily, it is holding out against recognising 
Israel, and the expected coalition in Israel will be more hard-line than ever and broadly 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/106251.pdf
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resistant to seeing a separate Palestinian state. Meanwhile, the gulf between the West 
Bank and Gaza grows ever wider, with the threat of a permanent division. 
 

Brian Crowley: … Firstly, it is not a negotiation of equals. There is strength on one side, 
weakness and division on the other side. Secondly, it is not an equal participation of 
outside influences and outside media coverage. One side gets more positive protection 
from international media and countries; the other side suffers under the derogatory terms 
of ‘terrorism’ or ‘reactionary’. … 
 

Jill Evans: …This is a real humanitarian crisis, and how are we going to address that 
urgently? Ninety per cent of people in Gaza are dependent on UN aid. This is not linked 
to any negotiations. We have to ensure that that aid gets through, and the key to that is 
the lifting of the siege and the opening of the crossing-points. How can a densely 
populated area of 1.5 million people that has been bombed for 22 days and in which over 
1 000 people were killed even begin to recover when only 15 categories of humanitarian 
items are being allowed in: food, some medicines and mattresses? You cannot rebuild 
homes and offices without cement and glass, which are banned. You cannot teach 
children in schools that have no paper because it is banned. You cannot feed people 
when there is not enough food being allowed in. It is not that the aid is not there, but it is 
not being allowed through. We have to put pressure on the Israeli Government to end the 
blockade and open the crossings. 
Any assessment of the damage caused in Gaza must draw attention to the deliberate 
targeting to destroy the infrastructure and the economy. We saw schools, factories, 
homes and a hospital deliberately attacked. Once again, we have witnessed the 
destruction by Israel of projects funded by the European Union and, rather than take 
action on this, we are talking about upgrading trade relations when conditions on human 
rights are currently being breached under the current agreements. … 
 

Francis Wurtz: …jusqu'à quelles extrémités les dirigeants israéliens doivent-ils pousser 
leur inhumanité à l'égard des Palestiniens et leur mépris du droit comme des valeurs les 
plus essentielles pour que les principaux responsables politiques européens osent lever 
plus que leur petit doigt et dire enfin "Trop c'est trop"? … 
 

To read the full text of the debate see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/discours/106185.pdf  
 
 
Text adopted: Humanitarian Aid to the Gaza Strip 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//TEXT+TA+20090218+ITEMS+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#sdocta1  

 
 

Amnesty 

Gaza: New evidence of misuse of weapons prompts fresh arms embargo call 
…Amnesty International today called for a UN arms embargo on Israel, Hamas and other 
Palestinian armed groups as it published a new report on the misuse of foreign-supplied 
weaponry during the recent Gaza conflict.  
Both Israel and Hamas used weapons supplied from abroad to carry out attacks on 
civilians - thus committing war crimes … Amnesty researchers found fragments and 
components from munitions used by the Israeli army - including many that are US-made 
- littering school playgrounds, and in hospitals and people's homes. They comprised 
artillery and tank shells (including 'flechettes'), remnants from Hellfire and other airborne 
missiles and large F-16 delivered bombs, as well as still-smouldering, highly incendiary 
'white phosphorus' remains from US-made shells.  
They also found remnants of a new type of missile, seemingly launched from unmanned 
'drones', which explodes large numbers of tiny sharp-edged metal cubes, each between 
2mm and 4mm square in size. These lethal, purpose-made shrapnel had penetrated 
thick metal doors and were embedded deep in concrete walls. They are clearly designed 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/discours/106185.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+20090218+ITEMS+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#sdocta1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+20090218+ITEMS+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN#sdocta1
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to maximise injury. …Last month Amnesty pointed to evidence that specially-designed 
engines for Israel's drones may have been of UK origin … 
Meanwhile, in southern Israel, Amnesty saw the remains of 'Qassam', Grad, and other 
indiscriminate rockets fired by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups against 
civilian areas. These unsophisticated weapons - smuggled into Gaza or constructed from 
components secretly brought in from abroad - cannot be aimed accurately and do not 
compare with Israeli weaponry, but have nevertheless caused several Israeli civilian 
deaths and injuries, and have damaged civilian property. As Amnesty's report shows, this 
weaponry is originally made in Russia (or the Soviet Union), Iran or reportedly China, but 
actually acquired from clandestine sources. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18082  
 
 
Report: Fuelling conflict: Foreign arms supplies to Israel/Gaza 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19194.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment papers 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0071902a.221-
227.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070220a.239-
242.html  

 
 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18082
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19194.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0071902a.221-227.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0071902a.221-227.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070220a.239-242.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070220a.239-242.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
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UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
** Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

** Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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