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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Slaughterhouses: Regulation 
Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
plans he has to discuss the regulation of the slaughter of farm animals with his EU 
counterparts. [255536] 

Jane Kennedy: There are no plans to discuss the proposed regulation on the 
welfare of animals at the time of killing with EU Ministerial counterparts. Detailed 
discussions involving the UK and all other member states are currently taking 
place in a series of Council working group meetings. These provide an opportunity 
for the UK to comment and to discuss issues with other member states. The 
proposal will also be discussed at the Council of Ministers once an agreed text has 
been finalised. 

Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs if he 
will take steps to ensure that the derogation on the ritual slaughter of farm animals for 
human consumption will continue in any revision of EU Directive 93/119. [255537] 

Jane Kennedy: The Government would prefer to see all animals stunned before 
they are killed. However we do recognise the rights of religious communities to eat 
meat killed in accordance with their religious beliefs. 
The European Commission has published a proposal for a regulation on the 
welfare of animals at the time of killing. If agreed, this will be directly applicable in 
every member state and will replace EU Directive 93/119 and all national 
legislation implementing it. The current Commission proposal includes a 
derogation allowing animals to be killed in accordance with religious rites without 
prior stunning. However the proposal gives individual member states the right to 
decide not to apply that derogation if they so wish. 
We believe it is important to ensure member states retain the ability to determine 
this issue. We will therefore be seeking to ensure member state discretion on this 
point is retained in the final regulation. We will pursue this point in ongoing 
negotiations and when the proposal is discussed in Council. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
13.htm#09021189000093  
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Community Relations 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Young Muslims Advisory Group holds their first meeting with Hazel Blears and Ed 
Balls 
…Muslim communities in the UK have an unusual age profile compared to the rest of the 
UK population. One third of the Muslim UK population of 1.6 million is under the age of 
16 (compared to England average of 20 per cent); 54 per cent are under the age of 25 
years and 70 per cent under the age of 35 years. Experience has also shown that young 
Muslims - particularly between the ages of 16 and 24 - are the most vulnerable to being 
drawn into violent extremism. 
The Government is raising its work with young Muslims to a new level in order to 
increase opportunities for young people to play a greater role in civic society, give them a 
stronger voice in their communities and engage in discussions that will help the 
Government to find solutions to some of the most pressing issues. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1145037  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza 
Christine Russell: What support the Government are providing to non-governmental 
organisations and charities that are delivering humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza. 
[255785] 

The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr. Douglas 
Alexander): Since the start of the conflict, the United Kingdom Government have 
allocated almost £3.5 million directly to non-governmental organisations and 
charities, with staff and resources on the ground, to provide immediate relief such 
as safe drinking water, emergency medical treatment, health and hygiene-related 
items, shelter and emotional support to civilians affected by the conflict. In 
addition, £4 million has been committed to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and £1 million has been committed to the United Nations humanitarian 
emergency response fund, to which non-governmental organisations and charities 
can apply. 

Christine Russell: I thank my right hon. Friend for his reply; the news that our 
Government are responding positively in helping the agencies to rebuild the shattered 
lives of people in Gaza is certainly welcome. Many of my constituents have donated very 
generously to the Disasters Emergency Committee appeal. At a meeting last week, my 
constituents asked me what assurance we could give our aid agencies and NGOs that 
we will keep up the diplomatic pressure on Israel to make sure that there is free 
movement across the border crossings for the aid workers and the essential supplies that 
they are taking in. 

Mr. Alexander: My hon. Friend’s constituents in Chester share the concern widely 
felt across the United Kingdom that support should be provided to people who 
have suffered terribly in Gaza in recent weeks and months. I assure her and her 
constituents that we have been unstinting in our demand of the Israeli Government 
that there should be free and unfettered access not only for the aid, but for the 
humanitarian aid workers so that they can carry out their vital work. 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1145037
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David Simpson (Upper Bann) (DUP): What efforts is the Secretary of State making to 
ensure that help provided by this country with the intention of assisting the people of 
Gaza is not diverted by Hamas or any other group to attack Israel? 

Mr. Alexander: Clearly, our overriding concern is to ensure that the humanitarian 
aid reaches those who need it; we would treat any diversion of aid extremely 
seriously. That is why we are already in dialogue with the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency, the World Food Programme and other relevant agencies, 
which have long experience of working in the region, to ensure that all the aid 
provided through the generosity of the British public finds its way to those who so 
desperately need it. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): Given what my right hon. Friend has 
just said, does he share my concern at the latest report from the United Nations 
humanitarian co-ordinator? He complains not only that the crossings into Gaza remain 
closed for far too much of the time, but that Israel is still refusing entry to lists of priority 
items for humanitarian aid supplied by the UN. What representations are we making to 
Israel on the issue of making sure that specific items get to where they are needed? 

Mr. Alexander: In recent days, our Prime Minister has written to Prime Minister 
Olmert reinforcing the consistent message from United Kingdom Government 
Ministers: that we want the free and unfettered access of which I spoke. I know of 
my hon. Friend’s long-standing interest and commitment on these issues. Through 
his own expertise, he will be aware that the issue is not simply about the quantity 
of aid, but about the breadth of the kind of items allowed through the crossings at 
the moment. The UN estimates that at least 500 humanitarian aid trucks are 
needed daily for the pre-conflict requirements of the Gazan population and that, of 
the 4,000 types of relief item that it estimates are actually required, only 20 to 25 
are getting in and out. 

Mr. Malcolm Moss (North-East Cambridgeshire) (Con): Israel has set up a clinic at the 
Erez crossing on the Gaza border to give free medical treatment to Palestinians. 
However, no one is in the clinics because Hamas turns people away at the border. Are 
the Government aware that those clinics have been set up by Israel, and what steps will 
they make to ensure that Hamas allows people to take that free medical treatment? 

Mr. Alexander: Of course we support any efforts made to ensure that those 
injured in the conflict receive the requisite treatment. There has also been 
provision whereby, for example, injured children have been taken across the 
Rafah crossing into Egypt. We have been clear; our policy has not changed in 
relation to all sides in the conflict—there should be free and unfettered access, so 
that humanitarian agencies of whatever origin can continue their work. 
At the same time, we recognise that ultimately there needs to be a political 
resolution to the basis of the conflict. That is why we welcome the fact that there 
has been early engagement from the Obama Administration in the United States; 
they have made early phone calls to the region and appointed Senator George 
Mitchell. We also support the efforts led by the Egyptian Government, as part of 
the international community, to try to take forward a process that will ultimately 
lead to the basis of a broader peace settlement being found. Ultimately, that is the 
best guarantor of humanitarian support. 

Mr. Andy Slaughter (Ealing, Acton and Shepherd’s Bush) (Lab): Recent reports by the 
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights and other organisations based in Gaza show that 
on a day-to-day basis only a fraction of the aid that is needed, including food, 
construction materials and fuel, is getting in. If the Israeli authorities are prepared to allow 
this to happen, despite the shortages, what role does my right hon. Friend see for the UN 
or other independent agencies in ensuring that the crossings are open? 

Mr. Alexander: My hon. Friend is right to recognise that there continue to be real 
difficulties in securing the required level of access. To give a sense to the House 
of the items that are currently being barred from entry to Gaza, they include school 
textbooks, PVC pipes for water and sanitation, plastic bags that the UN uses to 
distribute food aid, and equipment to store medical vaccines. That is why it is 
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important that the whole international community is clear on the need for full and 
unfettered access. From a European Union point of view, there is, through the EU 
border assistance mission, a long-standing offer on the part of the EU to assist in 
creating the conditions in which a humanitarian corridor can effectively be 
established at the crossing, and that offer remains. 

Mr. Michael Moore (Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk) (LD): Everybody across the 
House and the country has been utterly appalled by what they have seen happening in 
Gaza in recent weeks. There will be a broad welcome for the Secretary of State’s 
commitments and pledges for aid and assistance, and for what I detect to be a harsher 
tone towards the Israeli Government than has been adopted in the past. Does he 
recognise that beyond the immediate priority of dealing with the humanitarian 
catastrophe in the aftermath of this horribly one-sided conflict, there must be a complete 
rethink of the way that the Quartet goes about development in the Palestinian territories? 
In particular, will he now accept that the Quartet’s deliberate political isolation of the 
people of Gaza in recent years has been ruinous and counter-productive? 

Mr. Alexander: I simply would not accept that characterisation of the Quartet’s 
position. Only last week, I had the opportunity to meet the Quartet’s envoy to the 
region, former Prime Minister Tony Blair, and discussed with him the level of 
ambition that he has for the people in Gaza as surely as for those on the west 
bank. Last Thursday, I met Abu Mazen, the President of the Palestinian Authority, 
and he made it clear to me that the United Kingdom, as part of the Quartet, has 
been one of the key funders of the Palestinian Authority, because, as he rightly 
argues, if we ultimately need to see a broader peace settlement in the middle east, 
it will be necessary for there to be a viable negotiating partner for Israel. That is 
why we continue to support efforts on the west bank and why we continue to 
support the efforts of the Palestinian Authority. We recognise that while 
humanitarian access is vital, ultimately it will be insufficient until we see the 
broader political moves of which the hon. Gentleman speaks. 

Derek Wyatt (Sittingbourne and Sheppey) (Lab): Israel has always controlled the entry 
into Gaza but not always the southern border with Egypt. It would be much better if we 
could have an official entry into Gaza from Egypt. What progress is being made on that 
score? 

Mr. Alexander: The nature of the crossing into Egypt is different in the sense that 
if one compares, for example, the capacity at Rafah with that at Karni, there are 
fundamental differences. The Egyptian Government have taken a leading role in 
some of the political discussions prior to the declaration of a unilateral ceasefire 
and subsequently following that ceasefire. We welcome those steps. At the same 
time, attempts have been made to ensure, notwithstanding the very real 
constraints on all the border crossings, that humanitarian aid continues to enter 
Gaza. We expect that in the coming weeks there will be conference in Cairo that 
will provide a further opportunity for those matters to be discussed. 

Mr. Andrew Mitchell (Sutton Coldfield) (Con): It is clear from my recent visit to the Gaza 
border that the work of the Department for International Development is widely respected 
both by Israeli Minister Herzog and Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad. However, when I 
spoke to the UN agencies last night, they told me that still only a fraction of the 900,000 
Gazans dependent on food aid were receiving it. Will the Secretary of State confirm that 
he is in daily contact with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, which is so vital 
to all the humanitarian relief efforts, and to which he has allocated £4 million in the past 
few weeks? 

Mr. Alexander: I am grateful to the hon. Gentleman for his gracious words in 
relation to the work of the Department and hope that they inform his other public 
comments on it in the months ahead. I can assure him that we are in regular 
contact with UNRWA. We have officials on the ground who are monitoring the 
situation, and as of yesterday morning, up to 200 humanitarian staff were on the 
list of people trying to enter Gaza. It is exactly that type of issue that we are 
discussing with the United Nations, as well pressing the Israeli authorities on it. 
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Mr. Mitchell: We welcome the Secretary of State’s announcement of a total of £27 
million of humanitarian support for Gaza and note that he has so far allocated just over 
half of that. Could he clarify for the House when, where and how he intends to spend the 
remaining half of that money? 

Mr. Alexander: That judgment will be based on the United Nations assessment, 
which has been carried out in recent days. Historically, there has been a difficulty 
whereby announcements have been made without allocations of funds following 
immediately. That is why on the very day that I announced the second tranche of 
British funds—the £20 million or so—I asked the Under-Secretary of State for 
International Development, my hon. Friend the Member for Worcester (Mr. Foster) 
to visit the region. He met the Social Affairs Minister, Minister Herzog, who also 
met the hon. Member for Sutton Coldfield (Mr. Mitchell) in recent days, and we are 
in the process of distributing the aid through British-based NGOs and the United 
Nations organisations, including the World Food Programme and UNRWA. 

Mark Lazarowicz (Edinburgh, North and Leith) (Lab/Co-op): My right hon. Friend was 
clear in his views on the scandalous refusal by the BBC to broadcast the appeal from the 
DEC. Now that the BBC have perhaps had time to reflect on the public anger that the 
refusal caused, and on the fact that there is still a clear need for that aid to get to Gaza, 
would my right hon. Friend urge the BBC to rethink its decision and to broadcast any 
appeal it wishes to promote on this matter? 

Mr. Alexander: I do not think that the BBC is in any doubt as to my position on the 
merits of broadcasting the DEC appeal. While having been clear from the outset 
that the decision ultimately has to be reached by broadcasters, the scale of 
suffering and the unimpeachable integrity of organisations such as the British Red 
Cross made a powerful case for the British people to be made aware of the 
mechanisms by which they could make a contribution to the alleviation of 
suffering. The reports I have received from the DEC indicate that it has received a 
significant level of support from the British people. I welcome that and continue to 
encourage people to make a contribution to alleviating such suffering. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/debtext/90211-
0001.htm#09021165000016  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions (a) he , (b) Ministers in his Department, (c) officials in his Department, (d) the 
British Ambassador to Egypt and (e) officials in the British Embassy in Egypt have had 
with the government of Egypt since December 2008 on the smuggling of (i) weapons and 
(ii) people into Gaza from Egypt via under-border tunnels; what reports he has received 
on the number of tunnels between Gaza and Egypt that have been (A) discovered and 
(B) closed; and if he will make a statement. [252969] 

Bill Rammell: We are extremely concerned with the smuggling of arms and 
people into Gaza. With the number of tunnels discovered changing on a regular 
basis we are unable to provide a definitive figure. 
We have been in close touch with the Egyptian authorities including my right hon. 
Friend the Prime Minister meeting President Mubarak at the Sharm summit and 
my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary speaking to his Egyptian counterpart. 
We will continue to work with the government of Egypt and our international 
partners on ways to help prevent smuggling. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the use of tunnels under the border of Egypt and Gaza by 
Bedouin smugglers to transfer arms to Hamas; what recent representations he has made 
to the government of Egypt about this issue; and if he will make a statement. [252970] 

Bill Rammell: We are extremely concerned with the smuggling of arms and 
people into Gaza including through tunnels under the border. We are currently 
working with the Government of Egypt and our international partners on ways to 
help prevent smuggling. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/debtext/90211-0001.htm#09021165000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/debtext/90211-0001.htm#09021165000016
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Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the Government has evidence that the government of Israel has used white 
phosphorus weapons in a way inconsistent with international law; and if he will make a 
statement. [253010] 

Bill Rammell: We are gravely concerned at the allegations into the misuse of 
white phosphorous. We expect, and urge, Israel, to investigate allegations of 
abuses by their forces. As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary said in his 
statement to Parliament on 19 January 2009, Official Report, column 501, 
“allegations must be closely and speedily investigated”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
08.htm#09021189000023  

 
Occupied Territories 

Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the alleged suspicious deaths of four Palestinian journalists in 
Gaza. [249868] 

Bill Rammell: We have not received any reports specifically relating to the 
suspicious deaths of Palestinian journalists. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
08.htm#09021189000024  

 
Palestinians: Human Rights 

Derek Wyatt: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the Government’s responsibilities under United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1674 regarding the protection of the Palestinian people in 
the Occupied Territories from war crimes. [250659] 

Bill Rammell: We are gravely concerned at the allegations made, during the Gaza 
conflict, by such credible organisations as the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the UN. We have been clear that such allegations must be investigated. 
We expect, and urge, Israel, to investigate allegations of abuses by their forces. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
09.htm#09021189000026  

 
Gaza 

Natascha Engel: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
recent assessment he has made of the humanitarian situation in Gaza. [255799] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The United Nations, with others, has recently completed 
a rapid needs assessment to determine immediate humanitarian needs and to 
inform the UN flash appeal which is available at: 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/EDIS-7NVP4B?OpenDocument 
Further assessments are currently under way and a more detailed assessment is 
expected to be completed by the end of February. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
32.htm#090211100000178 

 
Middle East: Armed Conflict 

Mr. Breed: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
reports he has received from the Mines Advisory Group on the types of unexploded 
ordinance it has removed from schools in Gaza. [254514] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: There are 157 UNICEF-supported schools in Gaza, and 
work with the Palestinian Ministry of Education identified 40 as high risk in terms of 
potential unexploded ordnance (UXO) contamination. These schools have been 
visited by technicians from the Mines Advisory Group (MAG). During this 
clearance 40mm high explosive grenades, as well as 81mm and 120mm high 
explosive mortars, were removed. Remnants of exploded ordnance were also 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0008.htm#09021189000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0008.htm#09021189000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0008.htm#09021189000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0008.htm#09021189000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0009.htm#09021189000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0009.htm#09021189000026
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/EDIS-7NVP4B?OpenDocument
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0032.htm#090211100000178
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0032.htm#090211100000178
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taken away, including parts of Hell Fire missiles and 155mm high explosive and 
white phosphorous artillery shells. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
32.htm#090211100000179  
 

Gaza 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek an early meeting 
of the Middle East quartet to discuss possible war crimes committed against civilians in 
the recent military action in Gaza; and, if so, what follow up action will be needed. 
[HL562] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: As my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary told 
the House of Commons on 19 January 2009 (Official Report, col. 501), 
“those allegations must be closely and speedily investigated. Obviously, the three 
key parties to that investigation are the UN, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the Government of Israel, and we are in touch with all of them”. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning reparations for its action in Gaza. [HL912] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: The UK would welcome an Israeli contribution to the 
wider reconstruction effort. The most essential Israeli contribution that we continue 
to press for is the immediate free and unhindered passage of humanitarian aid, 
reconstruction materials, and staff of UN agencies and international non-
governmental organisations through the Gaza crossings. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they and the Middle East quartet 
are working (a) to create a permanent and effectively monitored cease-fire in Israel, 
Gaza and the West Bank; and (b) to achieve the opening of all crossings into and out of 
Gaza. [HL1122] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: We, and the quartet members, are strongly supporting—
both politically and practically—efforts to make the ceasefire sustainable by 
tackling smuggling and reopening the crossings. We are also backing ongoing 
Egyptian efforts to embed the ceasefire and address division in Palestinian 
politics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0001.htm#0902
1177000369  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what arms or components for arms 
were sold to Israel in (a) 2007, and (b) 2008; and what was the cost of each item. 
[HL915] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform & Cabinet Office (Baroness Vadera): The 
Government publish detailed information on export licences issued, refused and 
revoked, by destination, including the overall value and a summary of the items 
covered by these licences, in their annual and quarterly reports on strategic export 
controls. 
The Government's annual reports, published since 1997, and quarterly reports, 
published since 2004, are available from the Libraries of the House and the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) website at www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-
the-fco/publications/publications/annual-reports/export-controls1. 
The latest date for which information is available is 30 June 2008. BERR officials 
will shortly be publishing the report for the quarter ending 30 September 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0002.htm#0902
1177000380 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the joint mechanism, provided 
by Section 5 of the Annapolis joint understanding between Israel and Palestine, has 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0032.htm#090211100000179
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0032.htm#090211100000179
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0001.htm#09021177000369
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0001.htm#09021177000369
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/publications/publications/annual-reports/export-controls1
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/publications/publications/annual-reports/export-controls1
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0002.htm#09021177000380
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0002.htm#09021177000380
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implemented any of the road map obligations; if so, which obligations; and, if not, why. 
[HL145] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: Since Annapolis, US General Fraser and more recently 
US General Selva have led a road-map monitoring team. 
There have been some improvements, most notably in Palestinian Authority 
security forces in the West Bank. However, significant problems remain. The 
humanitarian situation in Gaza continues to be a concern. While overall movement 
and access for Palestinians in the West Bank has improved, the number of net 
closures has increased. And Israel has not fulfilled its commitments to stop 
building in settlements. Indeed since Annapolis there has been a significant 
increase in settlement activity. 

We continue to support the road-map priorities and actively encourage both parties to 
fulfil their commitments. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0002.htm#0902
1177000381  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
policy his Department has adopted on the latest draft resolution for the UN Durban 2 anti-
racism conference; if he will withdraw the UK from the conference; and if he will make a 
statement. [254672] 

Gillian Merron: The Government remain deeply concerned about the draft 
outcome document. We have made this clear in our statements at various 
meetings in the Durban review process. 
The United Kingdom delegation was active in the recent negotiations on the draft 
outcome document for the Durban Review Conference. The negotiations were not 
concluded at the recent inter-sessional working group, held in Geneva from 19-23 
January 2009. 
We are assessing progress, taking into account the recently issued draft 
document issued on 28 January 2009, and will continue to review it against the 
objectives we have set for the Conference. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
09.htm#09021189000031  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091102a.99
-105.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Justice Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-09/ju09-0502.htm#Col1594  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0002.htm#09021177000381
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90211w0002.htm#09021177000381
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0009.htm#09021189000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w0009.htm#09021189000031
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091102a.99-105.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091102a.99-105.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-09/ju09-0502.htm#Col1594
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0071202m.16
3-169.html 
 

Scottish Parliament Justice Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-09/ju09-0502.htm#Col1606  

 

 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations  ** New or updated 

** closes tomorrow! 
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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