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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 
Mr. Swire: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he plans to extend the 
Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme beyond the end of March 2011. [255766] 

Mr. Timms: The Government's long-term objective is to secure the necessary 
agreement at European level to allow the introduction of a reduced rate of VAT for 
church repairs, which is not currently permitted by EU VAT agreements. The 
European Commission has proposed changes to Directive 2006/112/EC to allow a 
reduced VAT rate to be applied to church repairs, as part of a broader proposal on 
reduced VAT rates, but member states' discussions of the proposal are ongoing. 
The Government will take into account any changes to EU VAT agreements when 
reviewing whether the current arrangements should be extended beyond 2011. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w00
15.htm#09021065000043  
 

Immigration: Marriage 
Mr. Todd: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will review the 
application of the two-year rule to the right of a spouse to apply to remain in the UK. 
[253495] 

Mr. Woolas: In April 2003 the probationary period for those seeking settlement on 
the basis of marriage was increased from one to two years. The two year 
probationary period is intended to protect the system against abuse. This 
probationary period allows the UK Border Agency to assess that the relationship is 
subsisting and acts as a safeguard against those who might enter into a sham 
marriage solely for immigration purposes. 
The UK Border Agency keeps its policies under continuous review to ensure that 
they operate effectively and meet the Government’s wider immigration objectives. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w00
10.htm#09021038000104  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w0015.htm#09021065000043
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Mr. Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development when he took 
the decision to write to the Director General of the BBC requesting that the BBC 
broadcast an advertisement for the Disasters Emergency Committee's Gaza Crisis 
appeal; and if he will make a statement. [254212] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: I took the decision to write to heads of the BBC, Sky and 
ITV on 23 January 2009. I refer my hon. Friend to my statement to the House of 
19 January 2009, Official Report , column 20WS. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w00
20.htm#09021074000024  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities to ensure continuous access for 
humanitarian relief into Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [253961] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: As a priority, the UK Government continue to press the 
Israeli Government to allow full, unhindered and consistent access for 
humanitarian supplies into Gaza. The Department for International Development 
Under-Secretary of State Mike Foster discussed this issue with Israeli Minister of 
Welfare and Social Services Isaac Herzog during his visit to the region on 19 
January 2009. The Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary have also consistently 
pressed UK concerns with Prime Minister Olmert the Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi 
Livni respectively. 
The UK welcomes the recent letter from the European Union to the Israeli 
Government expressing these concerns and calling for “all humanitarian items to 
be allowed automatic entry to the Gaza strip”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w00
20.htm#09021074000025  

   
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Speech by Bill Rammell in Indonesia: “Unity in Diversity” 
…The brutality of the war in Gaza has shocked us all.  When we see on our television 
screens the inconsolable despair of parents who have lost children; the shock of families 
standing among the ruins of their homes; or the fear in the eyes of those within range of 
Hamas rockets – we would have to have hearts of stone not to be moved. …We made it 
quite clear that, while Israel has a right to defend itself against Hamas rocket attacks, it 
also has a duty to fulfil its international humanitarian obligations whilst doing so.  
We condemn all Hamas attacks on Israeli civilians - but in our view, the Israeli military 
response was not proportionate. We support the UN Secretary-General’s call for a full 
investigation into the shelling of UN premises in Gaza and call on Israel to investigate 
fully other serious allegations that international law was broken during the conflict. …To 
ensure the ceasefire holds, we are urging Hamas to prevent any further rocket attacks on 
Israeli towns and villages – and to use their authority to call for an end to terrorist attacks 
like the one seen in Kissufim last month. The indiscriminate targeting of civilians is simply 
not a legitimate way to show defiance and can only lead to the continuation of a conflict 
that has shattered too many lives for too many years. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=13466074  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w0020.htm#09021074000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w0020.htm#09021074000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w0020.htm#09021074000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090210/text/90210w0020.htm#09021074000025
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=13466074
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Amnesty 

Gaza: Hamas kneecappings, punishment beatings and killings of 'collaborators' 
revealed in new Amnesty report 
Hamas forces in the Gaza Strip have carried out a deadly campaign of abductions, 
killings, torture and death threats against those they accuse of 'collaborating' with Israel, 
as well as opponents and critics, Amnesty International revealed in a new report today. 
Since the end of December 2008, during and after the three-week Israeli military 
offensive which killed some 1,300 Palestinians, most of them civilians, at least two dozen 
men have been shot dead by Hamas gunmen and scores of others have been 
kneecapped, beaten or otherwise tortured or ill-treated. 
One man told Amnesty International delegates: 
'Four masked men came to my house on 31 December 2008 at about 4pm; they were 
armed with Kalashnikovs. They took me behind my house; they did not say anything. 
They shot me in the back of my right knee and then shot my left leg three times. My 
relative tried to intervene but they threatened to shoot him too.' 
Most were abducted from their homes and later dumped - dead or injured - in isolated 
areas, or found in the morgue of one of Gaza's hospitals. Some were shot dead in 
hospitals where they were receiving treatment for injuries. 
An Amnesty International fact-finding team which visited Gaza during and after the Israeli 
offensive recorded testimonies from a number of victims, as well as medical sources and 
eyewitnesses who were able to corroborate their stories. Scores of others are too afraid 
to speak publicly for fear of retribution by Hamas forces and militias. 
Amnesty International is calling on the Hamas de-facto administration to immediately end 
the campaign of abuses and to agree to the establishment of an independent, impartial 
and non-partisan national commission of experts to investigate them. 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18064  

 
Report: 
Hamas' deadly campaign in the shadow of the war in Gaza 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19169.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Commons Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/am/9021
0s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/pm/9021
0s01.htm  
 

proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0091002p.7-9.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090210a.95
-98.html  
 
 

 
 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18064
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19169.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/am/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/am/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/pm/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090210/pm/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0091002p.7-9.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090210a.95-98.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090210a.95-98.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

Commons Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090210/am/90210
s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090210/pm/90210
s01.htm  
 

proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pro0070210p.17-21.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070210a.16
1.html  

 

 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Government reshuffle 
 

Stewart Maxwell, Linda Fabiani and Maureen Watt leave the Government, having all 
presided over the failure of SNP flagship measures. All three of them have been good 
friends to the Jewish community.  
 

As Communities Minister, Stewart Maxwell expressed concern about the need for 
additional security measures at communal buildings, though stopped short of providing 
additional funding. He is a list MSP for the West of Scotland, whose region includes 
Eastwood, where most of the Glasgow Community live, and he has been as assiduous in 
supporting the Community as has Ken Macintosh, the Labour constituency MSP. As an 
opposition MSP in the previous session he supported the introduction of a get clause into 
the Family Law Act and assisted in persuading fellow MSPs of its importance.  
 

The former Culture Minister, Linda Fabiani (list, Central Scotland), was sympathetic to 
Jewish community concerns about Part 6 of the UK Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement 
Act which relates to works of art looted by the Nazis, and, as a result, Scottish 
Government representations to Westminster were based on SCoJeC briefings.  
 

Maureen Watt (list, North-east Scotland) express her strong personal support for school 
visits to Auschwitz and of the benefit they confer on pupils, even although in her 
ministerial capacity she initially refused ringfenced funding for such visits. During a 
debate on Holocaust education she described the Jewish community in Scotland as “one 
of the threads in the tartan of Scottish society”. 
 

• Alex Neil (list, Central Scotland) becomes Minister for Housing and Communities.  

• Shona Robison (Dundee East) becomes Minister for Sport and Public Health 

• Roseanna Cunningham (Perth) becomes Minister for the Environment 

• Keith Brown (Ochil) becomes Education Minister for Schools and Skills 

• Michael Russell (list, South of Scotland) becomes Minister for Culture, External 
Affairs and Constitution 

 

To some extent the new ministers are unknown quantities in respect of the Jewish 
community.  None spoke in any of the debates on Holocaust Education (5 June 2008), 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090210/am/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090210/am/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090210/pm/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090210/pm/90210s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pro0070210p.17-21.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070210a.161.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070210a.161.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
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Dignity for Palestinians (18 December 2008), or Humanitarian Aid to Gaza (8 January 
2009). With the exception of Michael Russell, who, as a Minister, was not permitted to do 
so, they have all signed motions supporting Holocaust Memorial Day. Alex Neil and Keith 
Brown also signed a motion welcoming the Scottish Government’s recent announcement 
of funding for school visits to Auschwitz, and all have signed motions critical of Israel, 
both before and during the recent fighting in Gaza. 
 

Michael Russell is a former Chief Executive of the SNP (1994-99), was SNP Business 
Manager and then Shadow Minister for Education and Culture in the first Scottish 
Parliament, and has also worked in television and has his own media company.  His 
seven books include Grasping The Thistle (2006, with Dennis MacLeod) and Shirley 
McKie - The Price of Innocence (2007, with Iain McKie).  He had a friendly relationship 
with ScoJeC (and particularly Ephraim, to whom he once admitted having been brought 
up as an Arabist, but he is open to discussion.)    
 

Roseanna Cunningham won the Westminster by-election at Perth and Kinross in 1995, 
after a civil war within the SNP over her relationship with the ex-husband of the late 
Margaret Ewing, afterwards an MSP, whose second husband Fergus, is now Minister for 
Community Safety. 
 

Both Michael Russell and Roseanna Cunningham stood against Alex Salmond for the 
leadership of the SNP. Alex Neil also stood for party leadership but against John 
Swinney, and was subsequently the subject of scathing public criticism by Alex Salmond 
for “systematically undermining” the party leadership. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

** closes this week! 
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
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