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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

 
Water Charges 

Robert Key (Salisbury) (Con): What estimate the Church Commissioners have made of 
the cost to English parishes of the new area charging regime introduced by water 
companies; and if he will make a statement. [254302] 

Sir Stuart Bell: I estimate that the new charge—and, where applicable, highways 
drainage contributions—will cost Church of England churches and cathedrals 
about £15 million or more. Let me add by way of a statement that I consider the 
new charging regime to be unfair to the churches, small sports clubs and voluntary 
organisations that enrich our communities. Ministers are considering how to 
respond to these concerns, and we await their response with interest. 

Robert Key: I think that the churches, charities and sports organisations await a 
ministerial announcement not just with interest but with anger. I wrote to the Minister 
responsible on 19 December, and his office has informed me today that I should receive 
a reply to my letter in the next few weeks. Would it not be better if the Second Church 
Estates Commissioner had a word with Ministers to ensure that they reach some 
conclusion about the need for new legislation—not just tinkering with guidance notes—
before the Church of England debates the matter in our Synod next week? 

Sir Stuart Bell: I am grateful to the hon. Gentleman for writing to the Minister 
personally. 
A great deal of pressure has been exerted on the Government, not only by the 
Church but by the Scout Association, which has campaigned on the issue. Only 
yesterday a petition from former sports stars Brian Moore and Mike Gatting 
outlining the impact on sports clubs was received by the Under-Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. The pressure is on the Government, and 
what we want is for the Government to respond. If I may use a biblical phrase, let 
me say: those who have ears, let them hear.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/debtext/90205-
0003.htm#09020541000038  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will 
commission a report from the Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis on the number 
and location of anti-Semitic incidents in London since December 2008; and if she will 
make a statement. [252975] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The police are keeping a close eye on anti-Semitic incidents. 
However, the Home Secretary has not commissioned a specific report on this 
issue. 
The Minister for policing and tackling violent crime (Vernon Coaker) has discussed 
this issue with the Community Security Trust (CST) and chief police officers. The 
CST have confirmed they are satisfied with the level of police co-operation and 
response to the matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/text/90205w00
27.htm#09020615000004  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Dr. Kumar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the Government’s policy on the recent Arab Peace Initiative is. [248125] 

Bill Rammell: The Arab Peace Initiative offers Israel recognition by, and 
normalisation of relations with, the 22 Arab League States as part of a 
comprehensive peace. The Government believe that it provides a positive vision 
for the progress in the Middle East Peace Process. We are working with the 
governments of Israel and of the Arab world to pursue a such comprehensive 
peace. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
agreements there are affecting the use of British military airbases for the transfer of 
weapons from the United States to Israel; and whether the terms of such agreements 
have been invoked in the last two months. [249201] 

Mr. Quentin Davies: ...The Ministry of Defence has a system in place that 
requires all countries to seek clearance for all aircraft registered as military or state 
aircraft that wish to enter, fly over or depart from UK airspace or for civilian aircraft 
wishing to land at military bases. All other types of aircraft are subject to the 
requirements of the Civil Aviation Authority. A request for MOD clearance includes 
the final destination of the flight and details of any dangerous cargo that may be in 
transit. I can confirm that we have had no such requests for clearance from the US 
with regards to flights on to Israel in the last two months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/text/90205w00
06.htm#09020552000042  

 
Israel: Elections 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government in the light of previous decisions by the 
Courts of Appeal of Israel, whether they will ask the government of Israel to rescind the 
decision of the Israeli Central Elections Committee to ban the United Arab List-Ta'al and 
Balad parties from participating in the coming general election. [HL859] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/text/90205w0027.htm#09020615000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/text/90205w0027.htm#09020615000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/text/90205w0006.htm#09020552000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090205/text/90205w0006.htm#09020552000042
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We did not make representations given that such decisions have 
previously been overturned by the Israeli courts. This has now happened and 
these two parties are now allowed to participate in the elections. We welcome this 
decision. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90205w0003.htm#0902
0538000582  

 
 

Downing Street 

Press conference with Mahmoud Abbas 
Prime Minister: …in President Abbas, Palestine has a leader who continues to work 
tirelessly and with deep conviction to bring lasting peace and stability to its people and to 
the Middle East.  His dedication and his courage, even in the hardest of times, are a 
source of hope. … 
More than a thousand innocent civilians - including over 300 children - lost their lives as a 
result of the conflict in Gaza.  Thousands more have been displaced and injured, many 
more remain in dire need of food and medical attention, and we are only now seeing the 
full extent of the problems we face. … 
The work that the Palestinian Authority have done in the West Bank under President 
Abbas shows what can be achieved if the forces of moderation prevail. … 

President Abbas: …we are committed, and we will remain committed, to achieve 
peace and because we believe that there are no alternatives to peace in the 
Middle East and no matter what happens, and especially what we have witnessed 
was something dreadful, ie the aggression of Israel on Gaza which led to the 
killing of women, children, the innocent, the destruction, the destruction which in 
fact will mean $15 billion in order to rebuild Gaza. In spite of all of this we are 
saying to the whole world, we are saying to Israel, there is no alternative to peace 
in the Middle East. … So what we want to do is to have this ceasefire between 
Israel and Gaza, and we hope that the circumstances will be good, and in the light 
of that we hope that there is going to be a reconciliation between the Palestinians 
which will achieve two things:  one, a government of national unity, ie a 
government which will be capable of dealing with the whole world;  and then we 
are going to have the elections, the Presidential and the legislative elections when 
we agree to the date of such elections. … 

Question: President Abbas, is there any chance at all of a two state solution while 
Hamas remains so firmly in power and democratically elected in Gaza? … 

President Abbas: Now the solution of the Jewish state is the only solution which 
is available for both us and the Israelis.  Of course it is true that Hamas was 
elected, legally elected, but it does not mean that Hamas has the right to have a 
revolution, to have an uprising. There was an uprising and as a result of this 
uprising the country was divided into two. So we must not [indistinct] to this 
division which Hamas perpetrated.  If Hamas should be elected again, it does not 
mean that Hamas will have the right to have this kind of revolution if you like which 
is going to mean the division of the country. 
Now this aggression against Hamas by the Israelis was an attempt to deepen the 
division between the Palestinians, whereas we say to all the world that anybody 
who wants peace and likes peace, we have to put a stop to this Israeli in Gaza, so 
that there must be a legitimate government, there must be a united government 
and international legality must be applied, as well as the Arab peace initiative 
which calls for the two state solution. 
Question: You are speaking about the reconstruction process after [indistinct] is 
this going to be subject to the reunification of the two parties, because many 
parties are saying that, no, this reconstruction offered has to be through the 
Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90205w0003.htm#09020538000582
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90205w0003.htm#09020538000582
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Prime Minister: …I believe the Arab peace initiative does point the way forward. I 
believe that the general terms of an agreement are well known to everyone:  an Israel 
that is secure within its own borders, a Palestinian state that is viable, and I believe that 
people can see the contours of that agreement now. … 

President Abbas: …The international organisations can supervise the question of 
reconstruction, but there is only one legitimate government and this must be the 
only conduit through which aid comes under the supervision of the organisation. 
So the side which is causing problems is not the Palestinian Authority, we want to 
see the reconstruction process as soon as possible because it is impossible for 
100,000 people to wait even further. 

Question: When many people, question your legitimacy and authority - pointing to the 
fact that your formal constitutional term of office has expired - does that mean that you 
lack the necessary authority to lead a meaningful negotiation with Israel, that it would be 
impossible for you to persuade people that you can deliver on any agreement that you 
might reach with them? …  

President Abbas: No …I have asked for more than a year to have legislative 
elections and Presidential elections for the Palestinian Authority. This request 
pertains to the Palestinian Constitution and our Palestinian laws. I am in a position 
where I want to see immediate elections so that the people can have a democratic 
choice, can democratically choose its leader and its legislative council. … 

Prime Minister: The leadership of President Abbas is very important indeed to bring 
together and to show reconciliation amongst the Palestinian people, to move forward the 
discussions with Israel about the peace process, and to move forward on the basis of the 
Arab peace initiative where it is possible. .. 
To read the full transcript of the press conference see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18253 
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza (Aid) 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
progress is being made regarding its commitment to provide humanitarian aid for the 
people of Gaza. (S3O-5829) 

The Minister for Europe, External Affairs and Culture (Linda Fabiani): On 
Tuesday 27 January, I met representatives of Scotland-based organisations and 
the Disasters Emergency Committee Scotland to hear at first hand about their 
work and to discuss how best the Scottish Government can assist them. 
We have received funding bids from Scotland-based organisations to support their 
humanitarian work in Gaza. We will assess all those applications as quickly as 
possible to ensure that funds can be released and made available as a matter of 
urgency to assist people on the ground. As the Deputy First Minister confirmed, 
the national health service in Scotland is ready to help civilians affected by the 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 

Kenneth Gibson: Does the minister agree that it is vital to ensure that such aid reaches 
those who are most desperately in need? Can she advise the chamber of the safeguards 
that are in place to ensure that that happens? What humanitarian assistance is the 
Scottish Government providing to other areas of conflict in the world at this time, such as 
the Congo and Sri Lanka? 

Linda Fabiani: I wish that we could guarantee absolutely that the border will be 
open and that the aid will get through to the right people. However, the agencies 
with which we are working—from the largest, such as Islamic Relief Scotland and 
Oxfam Scotland, right down to smaller agencies such as Edinburgh Direct Aid and 
Glasgow the Caring City—have vast experience in that regard. We will look at 
what they put in front of us in their applications and we will judge, on the basis of 
their expertise, the most effective way of getting aid in. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18253
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Kenneth Gibson asked about the assistance that we are providing to other areas 
affected by humanitarian crises. Parliament may remember that the previous 
Administration gave aid to Sri Lanka and Pakistan. In the past year or so, we have 
given aid to Darfur. I am currently considering applications to the humanitarian aid 
fund for the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Nicol Stephen (Aberdeen South) (LD): To ask the Scottish Executive what support it is 
providing to Scottish charities that are assisting the humanitarian response to the 
situation in Gaza. (S3O-5860) 

The Minister for Europe, External Affairs and Culture (Linda Fabiani): As I 
mentioned in my reply to Kenneth Gibson's question, I have met representatives 
of Scotland-based aid organisations. I am hugely impressed both by the response, 
knowledge and expertise of agencies based in Scotland and by the response of 
the public, not least members, to the crisis in Gaza. Today Pauline McNeill co-
ordinated some work with Edinburgh Direct Aid; I know that Roseanna 
Cunningham, Kenneth Gibson and many others have helped with that appeal. 
That is a mark of a caring Scotland. 

Nicol Stephen: The fact that two out of the first four questions to the minister this 
afternoon relate to Gaza shows the strength of feeling in all parties on the issue. I am 
pleased that she has met representatives of the Disasters Emergency Committee. It is 
just over a week since the appeal was launched, and more than £250,000 has already 
been raised from Scotland alone. 
There are strong feelings on the issue. Does the minister share the shock of many at the 
BBC's refusal to broadcast the Disasters Emergency Committee's humanitarian appeal 
for Gaza? Does she agree that people in Gaza, including thousands of helpless children, 
are in dire need of aid and deserve to have the support of everyone in the United 
Kingdom? Will she and the Scottish Government continue to do all that they can to 
publicise and support the work of Scottish charities in Gaza? Will she confirm how much 
funding the Scottish Government intends to allocate to the various bids that she has 
received? 

Linda Fabiani: All members recognise that humanitarian aid should always be 
focused on the people who need it. The First Minister has issued a call to the BBC 
to rethink its decision not to broadcast the appeal for Gaza. As Nicol Stephen 
pointed out, it is admirable how much money has been raised despite the BBC's 
decision not to broadcast the appeal. 
Nicol Stephen asked how much funding the Scottish Government will give to 
Gaza. We have received applications and will consider them; I hope to be able to 
make an announcement on the issue fairly soon. However, when we consider 
appeals such as those for Gaza and the Congo, it is not simply a matter of our 
donating a certain amount of money. The important point is that the aid is 
effective. It is up to the experts who work in Scotland and in our aid agencies to 
come to us and tell us how money can best be used. It is also a matter of 
complementing other work that is already going on. For example, as everyone 
knows, we work very closely with the Department for International Development to 
ensure that projects work well together. 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab): I welcome what the minister has said in support 
of the efforts of Edinburgh Direct Aid and the convoy to Gaza. The truck outside the 
Scottish Parliament today is there partly to acknowledge the work that MSPs, including 
Wendy Alexander and Roseanna Cunningham, have done, which is to be commended. 
The minister told us that she could not be there for the photo call, but I know that she 
would have attended if she could. 
Is the minister aware of the difficulties in getting aid into Gaza, given the announcement 
of the closing of the border at Rafah today? 
I recognise and welcome the Government's approach to the humanitarian response to 
the situation in Gaza, but how quickly might it be possible to respond to the applications 
for aid that have been made? Will the minister assure me that she will seriously consider 
allocating funds to smaller organisations, such as Edinburgh Direct Aid and Glasgow the 
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Caring City, to name but two? 
Linda Fabiani: I echo Pauline McNeill's concerns about the border closing. John 
Wilson brought me up to date on the matter a short while ago—as Pauline McNeill 
has always done in relation to the current situation. 
When I met representatives of non-governmental organisations, I met not just 
those from the larger organisations that form part of the Disasters Emergency 
Committee, as Edinburgh Direct Aid was also represented. It was not possible for 
anyone from Glasgow the Caring City to be present, because they were working 
very hard on something else on the same day. 
I can give an assurance that serious consideration is given to every application 
that is received. We are working on the applications at the moment so that we can 
assist as quickly as possible. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0205-02.htm#Col14809 
 

International Relations 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
mechanisms are in place to enable NHS Scotland to accept medical evacuations from 
Gaza. (S3W-20224) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The skills of our medical specialists are world-renowned and we 
are prepared to offer their expertise if needed. Some of Scotland’s hospitals may 
be able to receive patients from Gaza who require specialist care and I welcome 
the willingness of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and NHS Lothian to respond 
positively to requests for assistance with medical casualties, if need be. However, 
the number of casualties and which facilities could be used would be dependent 
on the clinical priorities of the patients concerned. 
Our general approach is to work through Scottish-based Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) which are involved in humanitarian work in Gaza, and have 
a presence on the ground there. This is necessary to allow clinical assessments 
and evaluation to be carried out in determining whether patients are suitable for 
treatment in Scotland, and would benefit from coming here, as opposed to being 
treated in the region or in a neighbouring country. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-09/wa0205.htm  
 
 

European Parliament 

Palestinian Authority (verbatim report partly in German and partly in English, including 
address by Mahmoud Abbas) 
pp30-34 of  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//NONSGML+CRE+20090204+SIT+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090502a.39-
45.html  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0205-02.htm#Col14809
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0205-02.htm#Col14809
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-09/wa0205.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+CRE+20090204+SIT+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+CRE+20090204+SIT+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090502a.39-45.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090502a.39-45.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070502a.89-
95.html  

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

**closes this week! 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Policing and Crime Bill (UK Parliament)   (closes 11 February 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
  
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  
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