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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

Lindsay Hoyle (666) United Utilities and surface water charging - That this House 
welcomes the decision taken by United Utilities to introduce a moratorium on the 
implementation of its new system of charging for surface water and highway drainage for 
2009-10 for three categories of customer, faith buildings, community amateur sports 
clubs and Guide and Scout Association properties; recognises the huge financial burden 
this has already placed on places of worship and voluntary organisations since its 
introduction in April 2008, threatening the future viability of these organisations; notes the 
huge amount of public opposition to the new charging system; further notes that the new 
system of charging comes as a recommendation from OFWAT and is not compulsory; 
and calls on United Utilities to abolish this new form of charging permanently. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37717&SESSION=899  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills what 
assessment he has made since December 2008 of incidents of intimidation of Jewish 
and Israeli students on university campuses; and if he will make a statement. [252967] 

Mr. Lammy: This Government deplores acts of racial or religious intolerance and 
we are committed to tackling anti-Semitism and any form of racial intolerance. 
Higher education institutions have the primary responsibility for ensuring that their 
students are not subject to threatening or abusive behaviour on campus and 
addressing any complaints received. The Department does not collect this type of 
data. 
We are committed to encouraging higher education institutions to ensure that 
discrimination has no place in any of their policies or practices and to act swiftly 
when incidents or complaints are brought to their attention. The Department is 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37717&SESSION=899
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setting up a dedicated sub-group to the Cross Government Working Group against 
anti-Semitism to facilitate discussions between the Jewish community and higher 
education stakeholders. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w00
27.htm#09020363000007  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Mr. Winnick: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what his most 
recent assessment is of the humanitarian situation in Gaza; what continued financial 
contribution the UK plans to make; and if he will urge the international community to 
make a substantial contribution to deal with the humanitarian situation in the region. 
[253933] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development (DFID) is 
extremely concerned by the humanitarian situation in Gaza. The United Nations 
estimates that over 90 per cent. of Gaza's population is at least partly dependent 
on food aid and one fifth of people have no access to running water. Access 
through crossings between Gaza and Israel remains severely restricted although 
some deliveries of emergency food aid, medicines and medical supplies have 
been allowed in but is not adequate to fully meet the needs of the population. The 
UK continues to urge Israel to immediately allow full and unhindered access for 
humanitarian agencies so supplies can get in. 
The UK Government have made an additional pledge of up to £26.8 million to help 
meet immediate humanitarian needs in Gaza. Of this over £12 million has already 
been allocated. For the remaining funds, we are prioritising support to those 
agencies well placed to respond to immediate humanitarian assistance and 
protection needs. The UK will continue to meet needs through our five year £100 
million commitment to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. We also 
provide funding through the European Community's Humanitarian Aid Office 
(ECHO) which has allocated €3 million for urgent humanitarian relief work in Gaza, 
of which the UK contributes about 16 per cent. (€482,000). 
We are in contact with other Governments on ensuring that the contributions made 
by the international community are adequate to meet humanitarian needs in Gaza. 
The continued restrictions on access into Gaza for humanitarian supplies are a 
serious problem that must be dealt with so that humanitarian assistance can reach 
those who need it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w00
07.htm#09020354000023  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what aid he has 
made available to the population of Gaza in the last two years. [248169] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: In 2007-08 the Department for International 
Development provided £63.6 million to the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPTs). This included £15.6 million to United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) for Palestinian refugees in the region; £3 million to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for humanitarian assistance in Gaza, and 
£35.5 million to the PA which helped it provide essential public services in both 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
In 2008-09 the UK has already provided £19 million to the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency to help Palestinian refugees in the region, including the 70 per 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0027.htm#09020363000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0027.htm#09020363000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0007.htm#09020354000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0007.htm#09020354000023
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cent. of Gazans who are refugees. We have also given £23.5 million to the 
Palestinian Authority for delivery of public services in Gaza and the west bank. 
As announced on 18 January 2009, the UK has pledged an additional £20 million 
to help meet needs in Gaza, bringing the total UK response to the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza to nearly £27 million since the conflict started. 
I also refer my hon. Friend to the answer provided to the hon. Member for East 
Antrim (Sammy Wilson) on 28 January 2009, Official Report , column 613-14W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w00
08.htm#09020354000024  
 

Israel and Palestine: Detained Parliamentarians 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will renew their request to 
the Government of Israel to release all detained Palestinian parliamentarians, with a view 
to establishing a permanent ceasefire and a single Palestinian negotiating platform. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, we welcomed Israel's release of two 
Palestinian Legislative Council Members in June. We continue to call for all 
elected PLC members detained by Israel to be either released or subject to due 
legal process. We support current efforts led by Egypt aimed at establishing a 
permanent ceasefire and encouraging Palestinian national dialogue. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, I thank the noble Lord for his reply. Does he agree that current 
and former detainees can often be more realistic than some of those presently at liberty? 
Does he recall that the then Secretary of State for Northern Ireland went to the prisons to 
talk to convicted offenders around the time of the Belfast agreement? Will Her Majesty's 
Government recommend to the Government of Israel a similar approach to people who 
have not even been charged? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, the parallel between Palestine and Northern 
Ireland is often drawn; I am not sure that it has total validity. The noble Lord will 
recognise one crucial difference: the British Government had established a 
position for the resolution of the Northern Ireland situation before dealing with 
those in prison, but we cannot see that Israel has established that framework yet. 
However, the noble Lord is right that those whom states imprison are often the 
leaders with whom they subsequently negotiate. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, does my noble friend agree that the current 
Egyptian-brokered ceasefire negotiations between Israel and Hamas should be used to 
resolve all outstanding issues? Surely that must include the immediate release of 
Corporal Gilad Shalit, who was captured by Hamas in June 2000, before any Hamas 
parliamentarians were detained? Are Her Majesty's Government pressing for the release 
of Corporal Shalit? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, my noble friend, with his knowledge of the 
Middle East, will know just how significant is the Egyptian role in the ceasefire, 
which remains fragile and must be the Egyptian Government’s priority at present. 
It would be looked on as a little odd if Britain identified as a major issue the 
question of the release of the individual whom my noble friend identified. It is not 
that the matter should not be addressed, but that it is a little premature when there 
are so many substantial issues that need to be resolved in the present crisis 
between Israel and Palestine. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, thank you. Does the noble Lord agree that the quartet 
was warned, not least by distinguished Members of your Lordships’ House, about the 
dangers of dividing the Palestinians one from another? Does he also agree that the time 
has come to set aside inappropriate preconditions put on Hamas and bring them properly 
into the peace process? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, the noble Baroness will recognise that as a 
result of the developments of the last few weeks, it is quite a considerable 
challenge that she identifies. I am not sure that she is right to suggest that the 
quartet was following a mistaken strategy in these terms, but it is certainly the 
case that the international objectives of a two-state solution of Israel and Palestine 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0008.htm#09020354000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0008.htm#09020354000024
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can only be achieved when effective negotiations take place, and of course at 
present, Hamas is the elected authority of the Palestinian people. 

Lord Campbell of Alloway: My Lords, is the noble Lord aware of prisoners of war ever 
having been used as hostages? It is not really in the interests of them and their possible 
release to discuss openly what any Government should do; it should be left to diplomacy. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I think the whole House will appreciate that 
testimony, coming from where it does, and I am grateful for the point the noble 
Lord makes. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, will the Minister also look into the question of all the Palestinian 
detainees held in Israeli prisons—some of them without due process—which amounts to 
around 9,000 people, some of them being held for many years? That is equivalent, pro 
rata, almost to double the entire prison population of the United Kingdom. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I think the whole House appreciates the 
range of injustices that revolve around the Israel and Palestinian problem. It is 
easy to identify the injustice perpetrated by one side and then for some other 
source to identify a counterposition. At this stage, it is inevitable that the 
authorities concentrate on the serious issues that need to be resolved. That is why 
we should give all the support we can to Egypt, not only in having effected the 
ceasefire and, we hope, having created circumstances in which it can be 
sustained, but then in beginning to identify the agenda which produces the steps 
towards peace. 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: My Lords, with the leave of the House, may I ask 
my noble friend if he will reflect on the point he made a moment ago, that Hamas is 
actually the authority in Gaza and not of the Palestinian people? I do beg the House’s 
pardon. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I am grateful to my noble friend. I was 
struggling for an opportunity, but unfortunately neither of the two questions which 
were subsequent to my mistake quite gave it to me. I apologise to the House for 
that slip. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90203-
0002.htm#09020313000493  

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

Harry Cohen (684) Deaths of children in Gaza - That this House notes with 
amazement the reported comments of Israeli Foreign Secretary, Tzipi Livni that certain 
people in the world have accused Israel of acting against international values and rights, 
that there is a difference between premeditated murder and death by accident, and that 
terrorists aim directly at children in Israel while Israeli soldiers make an effort to avoid 
hurting children; reaffirms that there is considerable evidence that Israel acted against 
international values and rights in its recent onslaught on Gaza; further notes that the 
killing of 450 children and injury of another 1,500 as a consequence of the actions of 
Israel's armed forces was not an accident; and expresses concern about the future 
prospects for peace when such prominent Israeli politicians live in a fantasy world to 
justify their denial of the facts and make such senseless statements. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37735&SESSION=899  

 
 

Downing Street e-Petition 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Build a port for Gaza. The present 
violence is the direct consequence of the Israeli blockade of Gaza.  …UK government 
should, as humanitarian aid, build a secure port for Gaza. It would be under UNRWA 
control, with an international customs force, to prevent arms smuggling. … 
(closes 4 February 2010) 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Gaza-port/  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90203-0002.htm#09020313000493
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90203-0002.htm#09020313000493
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37735&SESSION=899
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Gaza-port/
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European Parliament 

Mahmoud Abbas at the European Parliament 
The destruction wrought by the Israeli attacks on the people and infrastructure of Gaza 
were described by the President of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, in an 
impassioned speech to MEPs. …He described the recent Israeli attacks on the 
infrastructure of Gaza as being "also an attack on the future of the Palestinian state" and 
continued "you've heard the cries of the men, women and children who lost most of their 
family members", He added "along with the innocent victims fell the values of the human 
conscience".  In addition to the destruction of infrastructure, "this Israeli war claimed the 
fruit of the blood and sweat of the Palestinian people, the fruit of their work, what the 
Palestinian Authority had built up over 15 years. …Israeli settlements have not stopped 
at all, the Wall of Separation continues, as do the roadblocks, checkpoints and other 
barriers".  He claimed there were even "terrorist attacks by the settlers on farmers in the 
olive season".  Above all, these Israeli incursions showed that there was "an aggression 
against the entire Palestinian people".  The aim of the latest attacks was "to separate 
Gaza from the other Palestinian lands, to marginalise it" and prevent the goal of 
Palestinian self-determination in the lands occupied in 1967, with East Jerusalem as the 
capital. … "Israel is not above international and humanitarian law", argued Mr Abbas. 
…while commending international efforts to reconstruct Gaza, Mr Abbas asked "how long 
will Israel retain a free hand to destroy our assets?"  The international community, he 
said, must prevail upon Israel to desist. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-48165-033-02-06-903-
20090203IPR48164-02-02-2009-2009-true/default_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Ukraine: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the government of Ukraine on (a) levels of anti-Semitism 
and (b) anti-Semitic (i) organisations and (ii) publications in Ukraine since July 2008; and 
if he will make a statement. [247759] 

Caroline Flint: Our embassy in Kiev regularly raise issues relating to anti-
Semitism with the Ukrainian authorities and remains in close contact with local 
human rights organisations and representatives of the Jewish community. The 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the International Commission Combating 
Anti-Semitism are co-hosting a high level meeting in the UK on the 16 and 17 
February 2009 to which we are inviting a broad range of countries, including 
Ukraine. We continue to work with our EU partners to keep these issues under 
close review. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w00
05.htm#09020348000004  

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-48165-033-02-06-903-20090203IPR48164-02-02-2009-2009-true/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-48165-033-02-06-903-20090203IPR48164-02-02-2009-2009-true/default_en.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0005.htm#09020348000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090203/text/90203w0005.htm#09020348000004
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090302a.1
5-16.html  
 

Public Bill Committee proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0090302p.1-3.html  
 

 

  
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

Amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070302a.63.
html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pro0070302p.7-9.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

**closes this week! 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Policing and Crime Bill (UK Parliament)   (closes 11 February 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
  
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090302a.15-16.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090302a.15-16.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0090302p.1-3.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070302a.63.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070302a.63.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pro0070302p.7-9.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
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All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
 

Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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