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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

Dying Well Strategy 
Includes 
 

Col 49WH  Frank Field: …Full marks to the Government there and full marks to them for 
holding the line against those who believe that an appropriate way for people to end their 
lives is to meet up with some form of death squad. …what steps are the Government 
taking to try to give effect to people’s wish to die where they want? Secondly, I again ask 
the Government to share their ideas on the next steps in having a conversation not only 
with the professionals but with us lay people, who also will die at some stage?...Thirdly, 
given that in important areas the Government sometimes ring-fence funds, what plans do 
they have in this respect? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127
h0008.htm#09012745000003  
 

col 54WH  The Minister of State, Department of Health (Phil Hope): …An initiative 
that we are taking to get the debate going and deal with the point raised by my right hon. 
Friend is the establishment of a new national coalition of organisations to raise the profile 
of end-of-life care. It will be led by the National Council for Palliative Care and will 
develop a national tool to measure public awareness and assess public attitudes to death 
and dying. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127
h0009.htm  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Cemeteries 
Lynne Featherstone: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what guidance his 
Department provides to local authorities on ensuring that lack of out-of-hours service for 
burials or cremations does not prevent prompt burials or cremations required for religious 
purposes, with particular reference to periods of closure of services; and if he will make a 
statement. [248534] 

Bridget Prentice: Guidance published in 2006 encouraged burial ground 
managers to explore the local demand for out-of-hours working, especially where 
required for religious reasons, and to ensure that every effort was made to deal 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0008.htm#09012745000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0008.htm#09012745000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0009.htm
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with individual applications. 
We have not issued similar guidance to cremation authorities but understand from 
their representative bodies that authorities will provide for religious and cultural 
requirements wherever possible. Each authority should have local arrangements 
in place to cater for the needs of their particular community. We will, however, 
consult the representative bodies and members of our faith forum on whether it 
would be helpful to issue general guidance on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w00
23.htm#09012764000078  

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Community Relations: Islam 
Mr. Paul Goodman: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government what meetings Ministers in her Department have had with groups of British 
Muslims on the possible effects of events in Gaza since 27 December 2008 on community 
cohesion; and what the names were of the individuals who attended each meeting. 
[252095] 

Mr. Khan: Since 27 December the following meetings have been held: 
On 6 January I and Bill Rammell, Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs met a range of representatives and individuals from a number of 
organisations including but not limited to the Quilliam Foundation, Muslim Council 
of Britain, British Muslim Forum, the Sufi Muslim Council, the Al Khoei Foundation, 
the UK Ismaili Council and the Ithna Asheri Khoja Shia World Federation. 
On 8 January I and Bill Rammell, Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, met members of the National Muslim Women's Advisory Group (NMWAG). 
On 10 January I met the Young Muslims Advisory Group (YMAG) at their YMAG 
residential meeting. 
On 12 January the Communities Secretary, the Foreign Secretary and I met 
representatives and individuals from a number of organisations including but not 
limited to the Quilliam Foundation, Muslim Council of Britain, British Muslim Forum, 
City Circle, the YMAG, British Muslims for a Secular Democracy, the Sufi Muslim 
Council, the Al Khoei Foundation, the UK Ismaili Council and the Ithna Asheri Khoja 
Shia World Federation. 
On 13 January I and Bill Rammell, Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, met members of the YMAG. 
On 15 January the Communities Secretary and the Home Secretary met 
representatives and individuals from a number of organisations, including the Sufi 
Muslim Council, Al Khoei Foundation, the NMWAG, the Ithna Asheri Khoja Shia 
World Federation, Association of Muslim Social Scientists, the Muslim Cultural 
Heritage Centre, Active Change Foundation, and Quilliam Foundation. 
On 15 January I met members of the Mosques and Imams National Advisory 
Board. 
On 15 January I also met front line providers and deliverers to hear their concerns. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w001
4.htm#09012764000011  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0023.htm#09012764000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0023.htm#09012764000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0014.htm#09012764000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0014.htm#09012764000011
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Racism 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the 
assessment of the Equality and Human Rights Commission that institutional racism is no 
longer a feature of British society but that systemic bias exists, requiring different 
responses. [HL827] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Andrews): The Government agree with the 
chair of the Equality and Human Rights Commission that institutional racism has 
not been eliminated but that there has been much progress since the Macpherson 
report was published 10 years ago. The Government's new equality Bill, 
announced in the Queen's Speech in December, will help to address the issue by 
creating a single new equality duty on public bodies to tackle discrimination, 
promote equality of opportunity and encourage good community relations. The new 
duty will cover race, disability, and gender, as now, but will also include age, 
sexual orientation, gender reassignment and religion or belief, replacing the three 
existing, separate duties with a single more effective framework. The equality Bill 
will also contain provisions on positive action that go further than ever before, to 
the limits of what is permissible under European law. Any use of these provisions 
will remain voluntary, but we believe that there are sound and compelling business 
arguments for organisations to take positive action steps to ensure that they 
employ a diverse workforce. Diverse workforces ensure that organisations such as 
the police services better reflect the make-up of the society that they serve. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90127w0003.htm#09012
756000374  
 

 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

John Mann (605) Antisemitism on campus  – That this House notes the All-Party 
Parliamentary Inquiry into Anti-Semitism's report, and in particular the section on Anti-
Semitism in Higher Education and its five recommendations; welcomes the improved 
reporting of incidents through the Community Security Trust and the Union of Jewish 
Students; recognises the recent increase in attacks linked to hostilities in the Middle East, 
the related incidents that have taken place in universities and reports that January 2009 
has the highest number of reported anti-Semitic incidents for any month since records 
began in 1984; welcomes the Holocaust memorial events that are taking place across 
campuses, the adoption by the NUS of the EUMC Working Definition on Anti-Semitism 
and how some institutions have responded when occurrences of anti-Semitism have 
emerged; believes that more can and should be done by the Department for Innovation, 
Universities and Skills, further education institutions and the sector as a whole; and 
therefore calls for more progress on the issue, with greater urgency, and a Government 
working group on anti-Semitism on campus in order to develop better reporting systems, 
understanding of the EUMC working definition of anti-Semitism, speaker request 
processes, guidance on religious observance and timetabling examinations and 
implementation of the Race Relations Amendment Act. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37642&SESSION=899  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly: Debate 

Shared Future (community cohesion) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2008/090127.htm#6  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90127w0003.htm#09012756000374
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90127w0003.htm#09012756000374
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37642&SESSION=899
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2008/090127.htm#6
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Northern Ireland Executive 

Shared Future 
… Speaking during yesterday’s Private Members Motion on the Cohesion, Sharing and 
Integration (CSI) policy, the Junior Minister said …“The motion claimed the vision of a 
shared and better future for everyone no longer matters to OFMDFM Ministers. I refuted 
this in the strongest possible terms. It is inaccurate, ill informed and untrue.  
“This is too important an issue for party politics. I believe the motion failed to recognise 
the good work that has been undertaken and disregarded those who we have 
supported,” said Junior Minister Kelly. 
“We have increased our budget for good relations by a third to almost £30million. Far 
from marginalising this work, we have increased support to this area. 
“Funding to support the integration of minority ethnic groups into communities increased 
by 66% from £600,000 in 2007 to £1million in 2008 and will continue at £1million for 
2009. Again, the proposers focused on playing party politics and did not reflect reality. 
3Targeted resources for on-the-ground projects for young people to prevent them being 
drawn into interface disturbances over the summer months have increased to £500,000 
in 2008. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-ofmdfm/news-ofmdfm-280109-motion-
flawed.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament: Motion 

S3M-3323 Ken Macintosh: Posthumous Honour for Jane Haining—That the 
Parliament pays tribute to the moving courage and sacrifice of Scottish missionary Jane 
Haining who, following the outbreak of the Second World War, ignored orders to return to 
Scotland from Budapest, refusing to leave the Jewish orphans in her care, and, as a 
result, was arrested by the Nazis and died in Auschwitz-Birkenau in July 1944; 
celebrates the example of moral courage that her actions set for young people today; 
recognises the honour bestowed on her by Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial 
authority, in naming her as Righteous Among the Nations, non-Jews who risked their 
lives to save Jews from the Nazis, and supports the Holocaust Educational Trust, The 
Scotsman and others in calling for a posthumous honour for Jane Haining and other 
heroes of the Holocaust in recognition of their bravery and selflessness. 
Supported by: Rhona Brankin, Charlie Gordon, Bill Butler, Ms Wendy Alexander, Hugh 
Henry 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15641  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Petition 

Public Petitions Committee Minute of Meeting re PE1227 "Petition by Hannah Newton 
calling to the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to continue funding 
educational trips for school pupils as part of the 'Lessons From Auschwitz Project' run by 
the Holocaust Educational Trust. " 

The Committee agreed to close the petition on the grounds that the Scottish 
Government has announced that it will continue funding educational trips for 2009-
10 and 2010-11 for school pupils as part of the 'Lessons From Auschwitz Project' 
run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/petitions/mop-09/pumop09-0127.htm  
 

TOP 
 

http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-ofmdfm/news-ofmdfm-280109-motion-flawed.htm
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-ofmdfm/news-ofmdfm-280109-motion-flawed.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15641
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1227.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/petitions/mop-09/pumop09-0127.htm
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Palestinian Territories (Economic Aid) 
Includes 
 

Col 2WH Brian Iddon: An organisation called the Ummah Welfare Trust has its 
headquarters in my constituency. Its bank is refusing to clear cheques, which is making 
its operation extremely tedious. The organisation is linked to Interpal, which is suffering 
similarly. Has my hon. Friend looked into the reasons why Interpal and the Ummah 
Welfare Trust are being refused access to banks and therefore cannot provide 
humanitarian aid to Gaza? 

Martin Linton: …The war has shown us that, although there is a huge amount of 
sympathy for what is happening to the Gazans, we as a country seem to have lost 
our moral compass on this issue. It is one of the most brutal, ferocious, inhumane 
wars in recent memory, and although most people’s response has been strong, 
some institutions do not seem to have understood the seriousness of the situation 
in Gaza. … it looked like a bomb site before it actually was one. There were 
potholes in the roads because the Israelis would not allow in the tar needed to 
mend them. Huge piles of rubbish were dumped all over the place because the 
Israelis would not allow in the building materials needed for waste disposal. There 
is a desperate need for clean water, sanitation, building materials to repair 
shelters, fuel and power. That need, which was acute before the war started, is 
now 10 times more acute. 

Louise Ellman: I certainly accept the scale and the seriousness of the situation, but 
does my hon. Friend agree that the situation came about because the terrorist 
organisation Hamas fired thousands of missiles and rockets of increasing range and 
sophistication at Israeli civilians? Indeed, 5,000 of them were fired after Israeli settlers left 
Gaza. 

Martin Linton: We are considering the Gaza issue from an humanitarian and 
international development point of view. It would be a great detour to go into the 
rights and wrongs of it. That is not the point that I seek to make, and I fear that if 
we stray too far down that path, we might even be out of order. … 
col 4WH … if the BBC were to broadcast the appeal, it would raise a lot more 
money than other appeals because of the ferocity, inhumanity and 
disproportionality of the Israeli assault … 
col 5WH  The debate is not only about Gaza, but also the west bank … where the 
Israeli Government continue to expand settlements and, from the Palestinian point 
of view, to rub salt into the wound. Until the Israeli Government stop expanding 
settlements and confiscating Palestinian land, and until they stop increasing the 
number of checkpoints—there are now 630 in the west bank alone, so an area the 
size of Lincolnshire has 630 checkpoints and roadblocks to keep Palestinians off 
the settler-only roads—they cannot expect the peace process to continue, or 
expect progress to be made. Neither can they expect people to feel that the 
Palestinian economy has any chance of escaping that asphyxiating grip, or expect 
people in the region to believe that peace is seriously and sincerely on the 
agenda. … 

Col 6WH  Bruce George: ...I am concerned about the smaller organisations, of which 
there is one in my constituency. It is a good organisation that helps throughout the world, 
but what does it do in such a situation? Does it drive up to the border with aid? Will it get 
through the border? If it gets through, will it be allowed to distribute aid to the sources 
that it wants to distribute aid to? I hope that the Minister will be able to advise small 
organisations, which might not want to have their assistance subsumed within a large 
organisation’s assistance programme. What help can the British Government give to a 
small organisation that wants to assist? … 
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Jeremy Corbyn: …Many of us have memories of visiting Gaza in the past and of 
seeing, for example, the airport or the water treatment plant, which were splendid. 
The water treatment plant was built with a great deal of support from the 
Department for International Development. There were new roads and new 
pavements, schools, hospitals and all the other things that have been built largely 
with international support and aid—some of which came from this country, 
although some came from the EU and from all over the world. All those things 
have been destroyed in Gaza. On various occasions in the west bank, that degree 
of damage has also been done and many aid packages have been destroyed. 
Although I strongly support appeals for aid and the international support currently 
being given to the Palestinians, there is a case for the Israeli Government to be 
deposited with a large bill for the damage that they have done in Gaza over the 
past four weeks.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127
h0001.htm#09012745000001 
 

col 8WH  Louise Ellman: …I wish to raise one point about the partiality—or otherwise—
of those giving some of the information about the scale of the disaster. We have heard a 
great deal of testimony from a number of Norwegian doctors, and particularly from Dr. 
Mads Gilbert. It is important to register that Dr. Gilbert is a well known activist on 
Palestinian issues and, much more than that, some years ago gave to his local 
Norwegian newspaper an interview in which he praised the 9/11 bombers. I state those 
facts just to put a question mark against whether Dr. Gilbert and others of his ilk are as 
impartial as the media believe them to be. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127
h0002.htm 
 

col 14WH   Michael Connarty: …one sees that the Israeli Government continue to carry 
out collective punishments against the people of the Palestinian nation, in areas either 
within Israel or in the occupied territories. Without regard to whether they can prove a 
connection with any incident, whether it is a demonstration by a young enthusiastic 
student outside a university or by an elderly woman outside a mosque, the family home 
is destroyed—smashed—and the people are driven to live in tents. Sadly, that is 
happening on a large scale and regularly, because of the attitude of the Israeli 
Government. I believe that the aim is either to drive the Palestinian people into subjection 
entirely to one Israeli state or to drive them out of what was their homeland in the first 
place. I do not believe that that is something that is alien to the current nature of the 
Israeli state, which I think has become a viper in the middle east, despite being put there 
to be a place of peace—that was the hope—by the Balfour declaration. Sadly, Balfour 
was a Scot. As a Scot, I am ashamed of what has been reaped after that declaration. … 
col 15WH  I am a great supporter of those who try to tell us of the horrors of the past, 
especially about the aid that went to help the people of Europe, particularly the Jewish 
nations, who were attacked during the holocaust. I have been with students in my 
schools to Auschwitz to see the horrors of that place, which must never be forgotten. 
However, it is important that we do not become apologists for the Israeli state because of 
our sympathy for the horrors heaped upon the Jewish people during the Nazi period. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127
h0003.htm 
 

col 21WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International 
Development (Mr. Michael Foster): …Since 31 December, the United Kingdom has 
pledged nearly £27 million for the relief effort. …This morning, I can announce that 
£600,000 will be given to Oxfam to provide water and sanitation in Gaza.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127
h0004.htm  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0001.htm#09012745000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0001.htm#09012745000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/halltext/90127h0004.htm
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Prime Minister's Questions 

Mr. Mohammad Sarwar (Glasgow, Central) (Lab): My right hon. Friend the Prime 
Minister is aware of the tragic humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Does he share the anger of 
thousands of my constituents and millions of people across Britain at the BBC decision to 
refuse to air the Disasters Emergency Committee Gaza appeal? Does he agree with me 
that the corporation’s decision has damaged the reputation of the BBC both at home and 
abroad? 

The Prime Minister: It is not for us to interfere with the independence of the BBC 
and Sky, which made the decisions about whether they would broadcast the 
appeal on Gaza. But what I can say is this: we are making the appeal as widely 
known as we can through our own information services. At the same time, we 
have put £28 million into helping with humanitarian aid in Gaza. The situation that 
has been found is one where children have to be flown to hospital, where 
unexploded bombs have to be dealt with and where humanitarian aid and food 
has to be provided immediately. I think it would be the wish of all people in this 
House for this to be done as speedily as possible. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmdebate/02.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: EU External Trade 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when 
the human rights sub-committee set up under the EU-Israel Trade Association 
Agreement is next due to meet; and if he will request a special meeting of the sub-
committee to consider Israel's recent human rights record in Gaza. [249636] 

Bill Rammell: The proposed human rights sub-committee is part of a package of 
measures to be encompassed in next EU-Israel European Neighbourhood Policy 
Action Plan which has not yet been finalised. There are therefore no immediate 
plans for a meeting. 
The EU has raised its concerns relating to the situation in Gaza at the highest 
level with the Government of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w00
26.htm#09012778000018 
 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Gordon Prentice: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment his Department has made of the relevance of Article 2 of the EU 
Israel Trade Association Agreement to actions by Israel in Gaza. [248407] 

Bill Rammell: EU-Israel relations are an important part of our engagement with 
Israel which has at its core the goal of achieving lasting peace in the middle east. 
Current discussions on the EU-Israel relationship include enhancing discussion of 
human rights issues. 

Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has received reports of the use of British-supplied military vehicles by Israel 
in its invasion of Palestinian territories in Gaza. [248785] 

Bill Rammell: We have received no such reports. 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the state of Israel concerning reports of Israel’s 
alleged use of white phosphorus and cluster bombs in their military operation in Gaza. 
[249088] 

Gillian Merron: We are very concerned about reports of white phosphorus 
ammunition being used by the Israeli Defence Force in Gaza. We have made this 
clear directly to both the Foreign Ministry and Defence Ministry in Tel Aviv. 
I have also made clear to the House that Gaza is an exceptionally densely 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmdebate/02.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0026.htm#09012778000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0026.htm#09012778000018
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populated area where white phosphorus used as an air burst is liable to cause 
particularly horrific injuries to non-combatants. We consider such use in these 
circumstances unacceptable. 
We are not aware of allegations that cluster bombs have been used in Gaza. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions the Government had with the Governments of (a) Syria, (b) Lebanon, (c) 
Turkey, (d) Egypt, (e) Jordan and (f) Saudi Arabia on the situation in the Middle East 
between 28 December 2008 and 5 January 2009. [249172] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke at least once to 
his counterparts in all those countries between 28 December 2008 and 5 January 
2009. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions the Government had with Quartet Middle East Envoy Tony Blair on the 
situation in the Middle East between 28 December 2008 and 5 January 2009; and on 
what date the first such discussion took place. [249174] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has been in regular 
contact with the Quartet Envoy throughout this crisis. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
common policy positions were taken by EU members in relation to Israel’s military action 
against Gaza between 28 December 2008 and 5 January 2009. [249198] 

Bill Rammell: European Union Foreign Ministers met on 30 December 2008 and 
agreed a statement setting out the EU’s stance on the conflict. The EU presidency 
also issued a number of statements on behalf of the Union. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when 
he was first informed of Israel’s intention to launch (a) an aerial and (b) a ground attack 
on Gaza; and whether the Government of Israel provided such information. [249199] 

Bill Rammell: The increasing tension between Israel and Hamas was very clear 
in early December 2008. With rocket attacks increasing and the Hamas 
declaration that it would not renew the ceasefire on 19 December 2008, there was 
clearly a risk of Israeli military action. We did not however have specific prior 
warning of Israel’s intention to launch the aerial operation. 
Similarly, while we were well aware of the likelihood of an Israeli ground operation 
to follow up the Israeli air operation, we were aware of preparations being made 
and we were discussing the conflict frequently with the Israeli authorities in our 
efforts to secure a ceasefire, we had no specific prior warning of Israel’s intention 
to launch the ground operation. 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
formal representations he has made to the Government of Israel on the proportionality of 
its use of force in Gaza between 28 December 2008 and 5 January 2009. [249202] 

Bill Rammell: As I told the House on 15 January 2009, Official Report, column 
396: “the Israeli action has been disproportionate”. We have consistently urged 
Israel to avoid civilian casualties and from the outset have called in public and 
private for an immediate and sustainable ceasefire. 

Dr. Kumar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent steps the Government has taken to encourage the establishment of a Palestinian 
State. [249513] 

Bill Rammell: We are at the forefront of international effort to support peace 
negotiations and build the institutions of a future Palestinian state. We have 
pledged £243 million over three years to support the Palestinian Authority and 
people. 

Matthew Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many letters his Department has received from members of the public on the conflict 
in Gaza. [249520] 

Bill Rammell: The number of letters received from members of the public 
increases constantly and is now approaching 1,000. We have already replied to 
over 600 letters of these letters. 
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Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the principles of the Quartet are; which countries in the Middle East have agreed to them; 
and if he will make a statement. [250221] 

Bill Rammell: The Quartet Principles are recognition of Israel, acceptance of 
previous Palestinian Liberation Organisation agreements with Israel and rejection 
of violence. We support the Quartet in asking these things of Hamas as a basis for 
engagement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w00
26.htm#09012778000019  
 
 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform what information his Department holds on the number of F16 jets 
used by the Israeli air force in the recent military operation over Gaza which contain 
British-made components; and what steps the Government have taken to ensure that 
none of the British-made heads up units were incorporated in Israeli F16 jets involved in 
bombing Gaza recently. [249635] 

Ian Pearson: This Department does not hold any such information. 
The UK operates a licensing system built around pre-licensing assessment 
whereby it assesses the risk of misuse of UK supplied equipment before deciding 
whether or not to grant a licence. All export licence applications are carefully 
assessed on a case-by-case basis against the Consolidated EU and National 
Arms Export Licensing Criteria. Judgments on export licence applications take 
account of the information and circumstances at the time of application. HMG 
seeks advice from its advisors in its diplomatic posts overseas in relation to all 
export licence applications, including for Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w00
33.htm#09012778000074 

 
 

Department for International Development 

DFID pledges £1.5m to help charities provide essential water and shelter in Gaza  
DFID has allocated around £1.5m to help charities Oxfam and Mercy Corps to provide 
clean drinking water, sanitation and emergency shelter for the people of Gaza, Secretary 
of State Douglas Alexander announced today.  
This money is part of DFID’s commitment to support NGOs working on the ground. 
Oxfam will receive £600,000 to provide immediate water and sanitation and Mercy Corps 
£915,000 to provide shelter and emotional support to children and young people 
traumatised by the conflict.  
Through this funding, Oxfam will reach at least 50,000 people and will specifically target 
2,100 families with health and hygiene-related relief items. These include family 
emergency hygiene kits, baby hygiene kits and cleaning kits.  
Since the start of the conflict, Mercy Corps have reported an increase in fear and anxiety 
amongst children in Gaza. The funding announced today will help them work with the 
local community to provide psychological support to the people affected by the conflict. ... 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/gaza-oxfam-mag.asp  

TOP 
 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0026.htm#09012778000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0026.htm#09012778000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0033.htm#09012778000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090127/text/90127w0033.htm#09012778000074
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/gaza-oxfam-mag.asp
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

  
 

    ** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072701a.13-
17.html  

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072701a.13-17.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072701a.13-17.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/
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