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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Coroner: Ethnic Groups 
Mrs. Moon: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what progress has been made by 
his Department on the recording of ethnicity data by coroners. [250400] 

Bridget Prentice: At present coroners do not collect data on the ethnicity of the 
deceased in deaths which are referred to them. As part of our work to implement 
the coroner reforms included in the Coroner and Justice Bill we will be reviewing 
the statistical data currently collected by coroners and considering whether any 
changes are required. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w00
06.htm#09012265000080  
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Community Relations 

Scottish Government: press release 

The First Minister will give the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association Lecture    
The First Minister Alex Salmond will celebrate the strengths of a diverse modern 
Scotland when he delivers the annual Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association Lecture …[and] 
will state the importance of building deep and lasting respect among faiths …"It's 
important we celebrate diversity and recognise the many threads in the tartan that are 
being woven together to create a powerful, positive image of Scotland. The Scottish 
Government aims to build a peaceful, positive Scotland that is free from prejudice. We 
are working with police forces, schools, churches and youth groups to rid our society of 
Islamophobia and sectarianism, and to build understanding and a compassionate 
society. Scotland must take pride in its growing diversity and the strength, vigour and 
creativity multi-culturalism brings to this country." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/01/22171050 
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a debate on Holocaust Memorial Day on 29 January. 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Petition 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing on PE1227 "Lessons from 
Auschwitz Project"    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/petitionBriefings/pb-09/PB09-
1227.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
information he has on the impact of the Israeli military attack on the Palestinian territories 
in Gaza in December 2008 on British-supported aid projects in Gaza; what the cost of 
damage to such projects is; and what representations he has made to the Israeli 
government on the matter. [248614] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: I refer the hon. Member for Blaenau Gwent to my 
statement of 19 January 2009, Official Report , column 20WS. 
[http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090119/wmstex
t/90119m0001.htm#0901196000014] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w00
18.htm#09012277000086  
 
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what funding his 
Department has given to the UN Development Programme Trust Fund to support the role 
of the Quartet Middle East Envoy since June 2007; what such funding is planned for 
2009; and if he will make a statement. [248782] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: In 2007-08, the Department for International 
Development provided £400,000 to the UN Development Programme Trust Fund 
to support the office of the Quartet Representative in Jerusalem. We will continue 
to keep funding requirements for the post under review and will consider support, 
as necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w00
18.htm#09012277000087  

 
 

Gaza 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will ask the Government of 
Israel to contribute to the reconstruction of infrastructure and housing in Gaza. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): My Lords, we would welcome an Israeli contribution to the wider 
reconstruction effort, and indeed we agree that Israel should feel that there is a 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1227.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/petitionBriefings/pb-09/PB09-1227.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/petitionBriefings/pb-09/PB09-1227.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090119/wmstext/90119m0001.htm#0901196000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090119/wmstext/90119m0001.htm#0901196000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w0018.htm#09012277000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w0018.htm#09012277000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w0018.htm#09012277000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/text/90122w0018.htm#09012277000087
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responsibility on itself to contribute. The most essential Israeli action that we 
continue to press for is the immediate free and unhindered passage of 
humanitarian aid, construction materials and the staff of UN agencies and 
international NGOs through the Gaza crossings. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that detailed, helpful and positive Answer. 
What Zeb Brzezinski described yesterday as a “massacre” has resulted in the lives of 
thousands of Palestinian families being ruined, some tragically for ever, including those 
who are now severely disabled as a result of their wounds. Does the Minister agree that 
Israel need feel no shame in making amends for what has happened as part of the peace 
process by making full financial restitution and compensation to the victims and providing 
aid both for the reconstruction of over 20,000 buildings, and, in particular, in respect of 
more than 400 children who have been killed? That will be part of the peace process. 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, I certainly agree with the broad direction of the 
sentiment. There is a well understood practice at the end of a war that a country 
contributes towards reconstruction. The same point was raised only last night by 
the noble Lord, Lord Wallace, in the House. However, I do not want to imply that 
there is a responsibility under international law to pay for that reconstruction. As 
part of the peace process, it clearly would have enormous value and would be a 
healing step. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, does my noble friend agree with the European 
Union, the United Nations and Israel that the reconstruction effort in Gaza should be led 
by the legitimate Palestinian Authority rather than by Hamas? What talks have our 
Government had with Egypt and others, in view of the upcoming reconstruction 
conference, about bringing the Palestinian factions together to enable the Palestinian 
Authority to perform this essential function for their people in Gaza? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, as the elected head of the Palestinian Authority, 
President Abbas does indeed represent Palestinians on this issue. However, he 
and his own colleagues have made it clear that it is important that reconstruction 
and all activities in the Palestinian territories should be led as soon as possible by 
a Government of national unity under the Palestinian Authority flag, representing 
the citizens of Gaza as well as those of the West Bank. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My Lords, I am following on from the question asked by the 
noble Lord, Lord Janner. Can we make sure that, in our contribution to UN thinking on 
this, the proposal of Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for an international committee to 
oversee reconstruction in Gaza—it is, of course, desperately needed, whoever 
contributes, Israel or anyone else—so that the driving force really is to achieve what we 
all want: a single Palestinian state, a united Palestine? Surely that is not only the aim, but 
perhaps also the opportunity as one tries to pick up the pieces after this horrific tragedy. 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, I am sure that the noble Lord would agree that I 
can add to his words not just the aim and opportunity but the necessity for this. 
The cycle of reconstruction followed by renewed violence and destruction is one 
that all in this House feel must be broken this time. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, the most immediate need is humanitarian. Financial 
and reconstruction help comes next. We must say to Israel that it is time to be generous 
and to open the crossings between Israel and Gaza. Further, since we know that many 
civilians have undoubtedly been injured, Israel should offer them medical and hospital 
assistance. Can the Minister press on Israel the need for generosity and the extent to 
which such generosity is in Israel’s long-term enlightened interests? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, before addressing the broader point, I can 
assure the noble Lord that this week the crossings at Kerem Shalom, Nahal Oz, 
Rafah, Erez and Karni were opened. On 20 January, the date for which we have 
the latest statistics, significant numbers of truckloads of humanitarian goods were 
able to enter Gaza, both through Karem Shalom and via the Karni conveyor belt, 
in addition to ambulances passing through the Rafah crossing. That is 
encouraging. However, we are more dismayed to see that there does not yet to 
seem to be easy movement of either diplomatic or international NGO staff through 
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the crossings to support the delivery of assistance. 
On the noble Lord’s broader point, he knows that I share with him completely the 
view that this is a time for Israel to exercise statesmanship, to open up and move 
forward on this and to show within that statesmanship an element of contrition. 
Lord Hylton: My Lords, does the noble Lord agree that the time has now come for 
EUBAM to be reinstated at Rafah, so that people can move in both directions? 
Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, the Prime Minister made it clear in his meetings at 
Sharm el-Sheikh and Jerusalem at the weekend that we would very much support 
its use at the Rafah crossing and extend it to other crossings, if that was the way 
to build trust and get the movement of goods going. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90122-
0002.htm#09012256000728  
 
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what response was given to the Middle 
East quartet's envoy, Tony Blair, when he discussed access to Gaza for humanitarian 
supplies with the Israeli Minister for Defence on 17 December 2008. [HL524] 

Lord Brett: The UK Government was not privy to the discussion the quartet 
representative, Tony Blair, had with Israeli Defence Minister Barak on 17 
December. However, Mr Blair's office has informed us that he was given 
assurances that humanitarian supplies would be allowed into the Gaza Strip. 
In light of the devastating situation in Gaza, the quartet representative Tony Blair 
continues to raise the urgent needs of Gaza's civilian population at all levels within 
the Government of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90122w0002.htm#0901
2255000358  

 
 

UK Parliament: Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
The Minister for Europe (Caroline Flint): The General Affairs and External Relations 
Council (GAERC) will be held on 26 January in Brussels. My right hon. Friend the 
Foreign Secretary will represent the UK. … 
 

Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
The Middle East Peace Process, and more specifically Gaza, will be high on the 
Council’s agenda. The GAERC will follow two other EU ministerial meetings which the 
presidency has convened at short notice to discuss Gaza: an EU-Israel Foreign Ministers 
meeting on Wednesday 21 January and a meeting between the EU and the Egyptian, 
Turkish, Palestinian and Jordanian Foreign Ministers on Sunday 25 January. 
The outcome of the GAERC will depend in part on developments this week, and the 
outcomes of these other meetings. But we hope that the Council will welcome the 
cessation of hostilities in Gaza and call for all parties to make the current ceasefire 
permanent through the full implementation of UNSCR 1860. 
We also expect Ministers to discuss the EU’s specific contribution to the peace process, 
including a focus on: the provision of urgent humanitarian assistance; efforts to reopen 
the Gaza crossings, including exploring the EU’s readiness to relaunch EUBAM Rafah, 
its border monitoring mission; and efforts to tackle arms smuggling into Gaza. Ministers 
are also likely to discuss how best to support inter-Palestinian reconciliation and 
galvanise the international community behind the wider MEPP and the Arab Peace 
Initiative. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090122/wmstext/90122
m0001.htm#09012247000017  
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UK Parliament: Early Day Motions 

Harry Cohen (548) Dinner with the Israeli Prime Minister – That this House notes that 
1,100 Palestinians in Gaza have been murdered in the recent Israeli offensive, over 400 
of them children, over 5,000 were injured, 1,500 of them children, that UN-protected 
buildings like schools were attacked, that there was massive destruction of civilian 
infrastructure built up over years by aid from countries like the UK; and that there were 
major breaches of international law, principally the collective punishment of civilians but 
also the use of weapons like white phosphorus; and therefore considers that the 
arrangements for the Prime Minister's attendance at a dinner in Jerusalem with the Israeli 
Prime Minister gave the impression of endorsement of the Israeli government's actions 
were ill-judged. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37577&SESSION=899  
 
David Lepper (555) Beit Lahia Un School  – That this House is appalled by the attack, 
which included the use of phosphorus shells, on the Beit Lahia UN School, Gaza in which 
two children were killed and many other people injured; notes the call by UN 
representatives for an independent investigation into the attack and the view of Amnesty 
International that there is prima facie evidence of war crimes; and calls upon the 
Government to support an independent international inquiry into this case to consider if 
there are grounds for a reference to the International Criminal Court. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37584&SESSION=899  

 
 

Downing Street e-Petitions 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Prohibit El Al landing rights in UK till 
Israel respects Palestinians human rights. (closing date 12 July 2009)  
56 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/ElAllandings/#detail  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to suspend the new proposed Co-
operation Agreement with Israel. (closing date 12 January 2010) 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/tradeisraaels/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to ensure no British money goes towards 
educating Palestinians for continued violence. (closing date 23 January 2010) 
7 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/paleduc/  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3277 Bill Wilson: Israel’s Shiministim—That the Parliament applauds the 
courage and self-sacrifice of the young Israeli conscientious objectors known as the 
Shiministim, jailed for refusing to join the Israeli army; notes that they have asked every 
person who strives for peace to support them, and endorses the actions of Jewish Voice 
for Peace, http://december18th.org, in gathering support internationally. 
Supported by: Bob Doris, Hugh O’Donnell, Bill Kidd 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15595 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37577&SESSION=899
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http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/ElAllandings/#detail
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/tradeisraaels/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/paleduc/
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United Nations 

UN official urges steps to ensure Gaza crisis does not lead to further extremism 
There is growing anger in Gaza over the recent Israeli military operation that inflicted 
death, damage and destruction in the territory, a senior United Nations official warned 
today, stressing that ensuring accountability and restoring the local economy are the 
main ways to make certain the conflict does not create more extremists.  …Mr. Ging 
cautioned that those bent on extremism have been “emboldened” by what has happened 
because it has generated a high degree of grief, frustration and despair. He stressed the 
need to restore the people's confidence that there will be accountability and that they can 
rely on the rule of law being applied equally, fairly and objectively. “That is a big, big 
challenge,” he said, noting that there is a lot of cynicism on the ground as to whether that 
will be achieved. “If we don't then we are defeated by the extremists. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29645&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  
 
Senior UN officials survey ‘shocking’ aftermath of Israeli offensive in Gaza 
“The mission was struck by the scale and urgency of the needs of the people of Gaza, 
and the heavy and multi-faceted impact that this conflict has had on the civilian 
population,” according to a joint statement issued by Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes and UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process Robert Serry. 
The 22-day offensive, which Israel launched on 27 December with the stated aim of 
ending Hamas rocket attacks, claimed over 1,300 lives, 412 of them children, and 
wounded more than 5,450, 1,855 of them children, as well as causing widespread 
destruction and suffering. …During the course of their mission, Mr. Holmes and Mr. Serry 
will meet with Israeli authorities to underscore that country’s role in facilitating 
humanitarian assistance for the people of Gaza, including the need for full, timely, and 
unrestricted access for all goods and humanitarian actors. 
They are also meeting the Palestinian Authority regarding the best way to scale up 
humanitarian assistance in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29630&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

House of Commons Justice Committee Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmjust/185/185.pdf  

 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc00722
01a.3-4.html  
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Consultations   ** New or updated 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 

TOP 
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