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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Water Charges 
Mr. David Drew (Stroud) (Lab/Co-op): What recent representations he has received on 
the rate at which charges for water are applied to schools, churches and voluntary 
organisations; and if he will make a statement. [247634] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Huw Irranca-Davies): The Secretary of State has received a range 
of representations from various groups regarding surface water drainage charges. 
As I said in response to an earlier question, the Government are aware of the 
issue of affordability raised by the switch to site area charging, and we are actively 
considering what can be done. 

Mr. Drew: I thank my hon. Friend for his reply—obviously, I heard the exchange on 
Question 3, from my hon. Friend the Member for Bolton, South-East (Dr. Iddon). Strong 
representations are being made and it would be good to hear whether they are reaching 
the Minister’s door. The problem has been around for 10 years—I read a debate from 
1999 in which the current Home Secretary raised the issue of the potential fallout from 
changes in water charges. Is it not about time that we told Ofwat that its proposals are 
wrong, and that organisations should be properly protected from such excessive 
increases? 

Huw Irranca-Davies: My hon. Friend is right that the issue has been around for 
some time. I reiterated earlier the advice that the former Secretary of State gave in 
2000, which is important to note. I reassure my hon. Friend that we will not leave 
the issue lying. We are aware of the concerns, and the Secretary of State and I 
are actively considering what can be done. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0002.htm#090115102000026  
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2 

 

Water Charges 
Mr. Borrow: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what representations his Department has received on water drainage charges for 
places of worship; and if he will make a statement. [247644] 

Huw Irranca-Davies: The Secretary of State has received a range of 
representations from various groups regarding surface water drainage charges. 
The Government are, however, very aware of the problem of affordability faced by 
some customers as a result of the switch to site area charging for surface water 
drainage and is looking at what can be done. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/text/90115w00
05.htm#090115111000061  

 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Stop unnecessary staking says minister  
Too many burial grounds operators are staking or laying down memorials which are not 
a serious risk to the public. New guidance published today by Justice Minister Bridget 
Prentice makes it clear this should only be done as a last resort.  
The guidance, which applies to burial grounds in England only, advises operators to 
take a sensible approach when assessing the safety of memorial stones and the risk 
they present to the public.  
Pointing out that overturning or other interference with gravestones can be upsetting for 
families and friends of the deceased, Justice Minister Bridget Prentice said:  
'Cemeteries are important havens of peace and reflection and their maintenance is 
essential so that they do not pose a risk to the public.  
'However, bereaved families can feel distressed if a memorial stone for a loved one is 
laid down, propped up, or otherwise marked for repair, without them being made aware.  
'This guidance sets out the steps that burial ground operators should take to make 
cemeteries safe for people, while at the same time keeping families informed.'  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease160109a.htm  
 
Managing the safety of Burial Ground MemorialsPractical advice for dealing with 
unstable memorials 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/safety-burial-grounds.pdf  
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Community Relations 

New signatories to Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3213 Upholding Good Inter-Faith Relations at Times of Tension (lodged on 13 
January 2009) Nigel Don, Michael McMahon, Kenneth Gibson, David Whitton, Mike 
Rumbles, Hugh Henry, Jackie Baillie, Johann Lamont, Patricia Ferguson, Des McNulty, 
Jim Hume, Lewis Macdonald, Ms Wendy Alexander, Bob Doris 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15514 
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Gaza 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0012.htm#090115102000001  
includes 
col 396 Bill Rammell: The Gaza ceasefire between June and December 2008 provided 
only a very limited lull. Over 300 rockets and mortars were fired into Israel. Over 15 
Palestinians were killed as a result of Israeli action, and the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza continued its decline. Few were surprised when that unhappy lull finally cracked, 
first in November and finally with Hamas declaring it “dead” on 18 December, after which 
it fired almost 300 rockets in eight days. 
Hamas made a brutal choice to step up attacks against innocent civilians. Its whole ethos 
is one of violence. It has rejected the legitimate Palestinian Authority and ejected that 
authority by force from Gaza. Nothing, not the restrictions on Gaza nor its frustration with 
the peace process, justifies what Hamas has done and continues to do. In December, I 
was in Ashkelon near the Gaza border and I heard the sirens. The fear was palpable: this 
is daily psychological and actual warfare. …it is also true that the Israeli operation has 
wrought a terrible toll in Gaza. With the conflict continuing and journalists barred from 
entering, the picture that we have is partial, but the reported death toll has risen past 
1,000 dead, including over 300 children. In Gaza, 80 per cent. of the drinking water is not 
safe for human consumption. Gaza’s already crumbling infrastructure has been degraded 
still further. Those trying to help must run the gauntlet of fighting or work only during the 
inadequate three-hour window. Too many are paying with their own lives—13 medical 
personnel have been killed since 27 December, and attacks on medical personnel and 
ambulances have hampered organisations’ ability to assist the injured. …There has also 
been a real concern about the use of white phosphorous by Israel. The use of white 
phosphorous is not banned under international law, but we have made it abundantly 
clear to the Israelis that it should not be used as an anti-personnel weapon, and most 
certainly not in a civilian environment. Its use in built-up areas such as Gaza is, bluntly, 
unacceptable. … 
The shelling this morning in Gaza of the UN compound is indefensible and unacceptable, 
and Israel has acknowledged that fact. …There needs to be a balance in this debate. We 
should be absolutely clear that Hamas is not a benign organisation. It commits acts of 
terrorism, it is committed to the obliteration of the state of Israel and its statement last 
week that it was legitimate to kill Jewish children anywhere in the world was utterly 
chilling and beyond any kind of civilised, humanitarian norm. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0012.htm#090115102000001  
 
col 403 Mr. Lidington: The actions of Hamas in the current conflict and in the past have 
demonstrated that it is an organisation that is prepared to use violence in the most 
ruthless fashion against not only Israelis, whether military or civilian, but the Palestinian 
people themselves. We have to understand the sort of organisation that it is and the 
events that took place when it staged its coup d’état in the Gaza strip a couple of years 
ago. 
The trouble is that the longer the violence continues, the greater the anger and the 
deeper the bitterness on both sides of the conflict and throughout the region. It is in the 
strategic interests of both Israel and those Palestinians who genuinely want their own 
sovereign state, rather than to engage in a never-ending campaign of violence, to see 
the war brought to an end as swiftly as possible. The truth is that more Israelis today are 
now asking whether the experience of Gaza shows that the very idea of swapping land 
for peace is fool’s gold, and more Palestinians are questioning whether Israel will ever 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0012.htm#090115102000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0012.htm#090115102000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0012.htm#090115102000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0012.htm#090115102000001
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permit a truly independent Palestinian state to come into existence. …the signs are not 
altogether those of pessimism. The Syrian leaders to whom I spoke told me that they 
certainly could not talk to Israel now, but that they would be willing to return to talks about 
Golan in the future, after a ceasefire in Gaza had been re-established. We all know the 
political objective: an Israel living safely behind internationally recognised borders and 
alongside a Palestinian state that is sovereign, and economically and politically viable. 
That has to be coupled with Israel’s right to live in peace and security, recognised by all 
of her neighbours. In essence, we need to ally the Oslo-Annapolis process to the 
regional settlement proposed in the Arab peace initiative, which involves tackling some 
difficult issues that are worthy of another day’s debate in themselves. The process has to 
address the issue of Hamas and the rejectionist Palestinians. We have heard frequent 
statements from Hamas, Islamic Jihad and others calling for an end to the state of Israel, 
saying that there can never be any compromise and using language that, at times, 
moves from being anti-Israeli to being forthrightly anti-Semitic. At the same time, we have 
to acknowledge that those organisations enjoy a measure of genuine electoral support in 
the Palestinian territories. Are those organisations prepared to commit themselves 
genuinely to a political process whose objective would be a two-state solution and the 
recognition of Israel? … 
Col 407 Gerald Kaufman: I was brought up as an orthodox Jew and a Zionist. On a 
shelf in our kitchen, there was a tin box for the Jewish National Fund, into which we put 
coins to help the pioneers building a Jewish presence in Palestine. 
I first went to Israel in 1961 and I have been there since more times than I can count. I 
had family in Israel and have friends in Israel. One of them fought in the wars of 1956, 
1967 and 1973 and was wounded in two of them. The tie clip that I am wearing is made 
from a campaign decoration awarded to him, which he presented to me. 
I have known most of the Prime Ministers of Israel, starting with the founding Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion. Golda Meir was my friend, as was Yigal Allon, Deputy Prime 
Minister, who, as a general, won the Negev for Israel in the 1948 war of independence. 
My parents came to Britain as refugees from Poland. Most of their families were 
subsequently murdered by the Nazis in the holocaust. My grandmother was ill in bed 
when the Nazis came to her home town of Staszow. A German soldier shot her dead in 
her bed. 
My grandmother did not die to provide cover for Israeli soldiers murdering Palestinian 
grandmothers in Gaza. The current Israeli Government ruthlessly and cynically exploit 
the continuing guilt among gentiles over the slaughter of Jews in the holocaust as 
justification for their murder of Palestinians. The implication is that Jewish lives are 
precious, but the lives of Palestinians do not count. 
On Sky News a few days ago, the spokeswoman for the Israeli army, Major Leibovich, 
was asked about the Israeli killing of, at that time, 800 Palestinians—the total is now 
1,000. She replied instantly that “500 of them were militants.” 
That was the reply of a Nazi. I suppose that the Jews fighting for their lives in the 
Warsaw ghetto could have been dismissed as militants. 
The Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni asserts that her Government will have no dealings 
with Hamas, because they are terrorists. Tzipi Livni’s father was Eitan Livni, chief 
operations officer of the terrorist Irgun Zvai Leumi, who organised the blowing-up of the 
King David hotel in Jerusalem, in which 91 victims were killed, including four Jews. Israel 
was born out of Jewish terrorism. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0013.htm  
 
col 409 Julian Lewis: The hon. Gentleman is making a very sensible argument about 
how terrorist organisations—and in the case of Gaza, a terrorist regime—deliberately try 
to provoke overreaction from their enemies, but I think he should pay more attention to 
the following aspect of the Israelis’ point of view. I doubt if they ever thought they were 
going to win a propaganda war in the current situation, but let us consider it in relation to 
the invasion of Lebanon. That met with a similar degree of opposition worldwide, but is it 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0013.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0013.htm
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not the case that there was an element of delayed deterrence in that the rocket attacks 
from that part of Israel’s neighbourhood have almost died away completely? Should we 
not recognise that if the primary purpose of the current Israeli action is to stop the 
rockets, they may be making the calculation that it is worth losing a propaganda war in 
order to achieve that? … 
col 411 Andrew Pelling: In terms of dealing with the unintended consequences, is there 
not also a danger of spreading the loss of political security, even for us in this country? 
Are we being asked to underwrite the risks that our constituents now face as a result of 
this irresponsible behaviour by Israel in Gaza? … 
Col 412  Mr Davey:  We need to put pressure on Israel for another reason: the rest of 
the world needs to know that we mean it. The truth is that this action is radicalising, and 
will radicalise, people across the world. They are being radicalised not just against Israel, 
but against the west. They are blaming us too, as happened with the disastrous war in 
Iraq. For our security and global security, we need to use foreign policy to prevent a 
further spurt in the growth of extremism throughout the world. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0014.htm 
 
col 415  Roger Godsiff: I am most grateful to have the opportunity to speak in the 
debate. The recent pictures that we have seen on television and the harrowing stories 
that we have read in the press have shocked and angered many people in this country, 
not least in my constituency. The pictures are so shocking that it could be easy to 
assume that all Israeli citizens support the actions of the Israeli Government, and it would 
also be easy to assume that all the people living in Gaza support the elements in Hamas 
that have been firing regular salvos of rockets into southern Israel. I do not believe that 
that is the case. 
It has been said on many occasions that the first casualty of any conflict is the truth and 
that would certainly appear to be the case so far as the bombardment by the Israeli army 
and air force is concerned. Israeli Government spokespersons make nightly appearances 
on television seeking to justify why, for example, a UN school which had been assigned 
as a temporary refuge, and whose GPS co-ordinates were given to the Israeli army, was 
bombed, or why Shifa hospital in Gaza city was attacked. Those justifications are not 
only disingenuous, but are vehemently challenged by the UN and other aid agencies on 
the ground. They refute the allegations that those, and similar facilities, are being used 
as a cover for Hamas military activities. The conclusion that many people have drawn is 
not only that the “justifications” of the Israelis are untrue, but that they mask the real 
intention of the onslaught, which is to destroy as much of the civilian infrastructure of 
Gaza as possible as a form of collective punishment of the people of Gaza for electing an 
Hamas Government. …Many people would argue—I have come to this view myself—that 
if Israel had sought to engage with the Government and people of Gaza when its troops 
and settlers left; if it had, as a gesture of good will, left intact the illegal settlements for the 
people of Gaza instead of pursuing a scorched earth policy of destruction; and if it had 
subsequently sought to promote trade and economic development with the people of 
Gaza instead of building a wall around Gaza and taking even more Palestinian land to 
construct that monstrosity, there would have been a better chance of persuading the 
people of Gaza that co-operation was better than continuing conflict. … 
Col 418  Mike Gapes: One of the tragedies of the situation today is that everything could 
have been so different after the unilateral Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in August 2005. 
The Foreign Affairs Committee went to Gaza in December 2005: we drove from north to 
south, and we were able to see the greenhouses left behind by the settlers after they had 
left, and to get to the Rafah crossing. We saw the controls that were in operation there, 
and they were a bit like the controls at an airport terminal. The Italian carabinieri were in 
charge, and police officers from Romania and Denmark were working with them as part 
of the EU mission to Gaza. They were all performing a very important role. Coaches 
would arrive from Egypt, and people would get off and go through the Rafah crossing. 
Their bags would be checked and scanned, and sometimes goods would be held back 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0014.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0014.htm
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because they were being proposed for sale or importation illegally. Those goods could be 
collected later. …Yet the conflict in Gaza is not the only one going on in the world. 
Today, as part of the civil war in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lankan army is bombarding areas in 
the north-east and killing many people—but we are not seeing that because the 
television cameras are not there. Only members of the Tamil community in this country 
and a few others are really engaged with what is going on in Sri Lanka. …Killing is still 
going on in Darfur and in Congo. The international community needs to engage and to be 
more active.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0015.htm 
 
col 421  Marsha Singh: What is important today is not any discourse on the past or on 
what may happen in future, but how we get a ceasefire and stop the carnage in Gaza. 
Let me say at the outset that Hamas has to bear some of the blame for what has 
happened; if somebody fires a rocket at my house, I am going to fire one back. 
However, the actions of the Israeli Government and military have been completely and 
utterly disproportionate. The situation is not the result of an aberration on the part of the 
Israelis—it is not something new. … 
Col 424  Richard Burden: welcome the EU’s decision to defer upgrading its relationship 
with Israel, but we need to go further than putting it on hold. Under the EU-Israel 
association agreement, Israel has clear obligations to respect basic standards of 
behaviour and of human rights. If Israel is not prepared to fulfil those obligations in 
practice, it cannot expect to keep receiving the privileges of the agreement, and it should 
be suspended. If the Geneva convention and international law are being breached so 
blatantly, proceedings must be brought to hold people to account…. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0016.htm 
 
col 427 Louise Ellman: Hamas is recognised as a terrorist organisation by the European 
Union, Canada and the USA, and it is an uncompromising Islamist, anti-Semitic 
organisation, as shown by the principles set out in its charter and shown through its 
actions. That includes sending out suicide bombers with the deliberate intent of 
murdering as many Israeli civilians as possible, calling for jihad as the only solution to 
what it calls the Palestinian problem, seeing martyrdom as the greatest of virtues, and 
stating that Jews worldwide are corrupt, control the media, run the world through the 
protocols of the elders of Zion and stir up revolutions throughout the world. It refuses to 
recognise the existence of the state of Israel on the grounds that it is a religious edict to 
refuse to do so and states that the day of judgment will not come until the Muslims kill the 
Jews. 
Hamas is not only about what is written in its charter, but its actions, and it has sent more 
than 5,000 rockets and missiles, targeted at Israeli citizens, since Israel—correctly—left 
Gaza. It used the ceasefire to extend its rocket range, importing Chinese and Iranian 
rockets with longer and longer ranges. Indeed, there are now 900,000 Israeli citizens in 
the range of rockets being fired from Gaza by Hamas, and it was Hamas that refused to 
extend the ceasefire. The action that Israel is now taking, difficult as it is, concerns 
targeting not civilians, but Hamas activists, its weapons, its infrastructure and its tunnels. 
The reason why so many civilians are tragically being killed is that Hamas callously 
places them in the line of fire. … 
Col 428  Elfyn Llwyd: The bombing of the Shij’ia family health care centre in Gaza city, 
run by the Near East Council of Churches, was an outrage. The Israelis rang 15 minutes 
before to say that an attack was imminent. Why, therefore, was a deliberate attack being 
made on such a centre? 
Journalists are not allowed into Gaza, as is the case in Zimbabwe, and precious little is 
being reported as it happens. We see things on television, but we are given only a partial 
view. There are many Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, including democratically 
elected members of Parliament. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0015.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0015.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0016.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0016.htm
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Col 431  Andrew Dismore Israel did not seek this war and wants to live in peace and 
security with her Arab neighbours. Peace agreements were reached many years ago 
with Jordan and Egypt. Israel has been actively pursuing talks with President Abbas 
since the Annapolis conference in November 2007, and also indirect talks with Syria. 
In stark contrast, Hamas, while originally democratically and fairly elected, carried out a 
coup in the Gaza strip in June 2007. Since then, Hamas has suppressed all forms of 
opposition, including killing Fatah activists. Hamas uses its own people as human 
shields, positioning its firing positions and arms dumps among homes, schools and 
hospitals, inevitably increasing civilian casualties, which it then exploits for its own 
propaganda aims. It is Hamas whose charter still calls for the destruction of the state of 
Israel. It is Hamas which persecutes its own people in Gaza who are Christian, trade 
unionists, Fatah members or gays. 
Hamas knows what it must do if it wants to be accepted into the international community. 
The Quartet principles require it to renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept 
previous international agreements and obligations. This asks no more than was asked of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation in 1988, and which the PLO accepted. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0017.htm 
 
col 432  Andrew Dismore: I simply wish to refer to some of the impacts of the conflict in 
the United Kingdom. Since the start of the fighting in Gaza, more than 150 anti-Semitic 
incidents have been reported to the Community Security Trust from around the UK; more 
than 130 incidents have been reported in January, making it the worst month on record. 
The Gaza conflict is being used as an excuse for racism; anti-Semites are using an 
overseas conflict to justify their actions. Although most demonstrators voice their protests 
in an entirely legitimate way, there have been reports of many examples of anti-Semitic 
chanting, and of anti-Israeli demonstrations where Jewish, rather than specifically Israeli, 
symbols have been used on placards. It is despicable that we hear people on 
demonstrations outside the Israeli embassy in Kensington calling for the closure of 
Jewish shops in that area, that we hear incitement to violence and that there is violence 
against the police as a consequence. That is not the way that people in this country 
should behave. We have had a passionate but measured debate in this Chamber, and 
that is what we should see in the outside world. People feel strongly on both sides of this 
argument—Jewish people and Muslim people, those who support Israel and those who 
support the Palestinians—but the UK is a democracy and we must debate these issues 
properly and fairly, without anti-Semitism and without homophobia interfering in the 
discussions, passionate though they may be. … 
col 433   Hugo Swire:  In fact, if there is a democratic deficit anywhere in the region, it is, 
unfortunately, perhaps in Ramallah itself: the Palestinian Legislative Council has not met 
for more than 17 months; not a single piece of legislation has been passed in 2 years; 
and President Abbas has ruled by decree since 2007, when Hamas took over Gaza. The 
greatest irony is that it could be argued that under basic Palestinian law, President Abbas 
is no longer legitimately President, as his term of office ran out last week, on 9 January—
I do concede that the law has been amended in order to say that presidential elections 
and legislative elections should take place at the same time. … 
col 437  Alistair Burt:  History in the middle east is important. It is important anywhere, 
but perhaps it is more important in the middle east than in most places. However, sooner 
or later, the past of our fathers and grandfathers has to be seen as less important than 
the future of our children. Every great conflict between peoples and nations has had its 
answer, with somebody, somewhere being prepared to let go. …Over a period of 
decades, Israel has let go a number of times. Now we have to see another side be 
prepared to let go of its past to make progress in future. Only if the future and the present 
become more important in the middle east than the past will we see an end to this. … 
col 437 Parmjit Dhanda (Gloucester) (Lab): I was fortunate to represent the 
Government for a year as Minister for community cohesion. One of my roles was to try to 
tackle radicalisation, particularly in the Muslim community, and to work with the Jewish 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0017.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0017.htm
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community to try to protect it from anti-Semitism. I support but also pity my successors, 
because what is going on in Gaza will make their lives extremely difficult. I am pleased 
and proud about the bonds and relationships that we managed to strike up, not least 
those with the Chief Rabbi and the Board of Deputies, and I think that we achieved some 
great things. However, I am afraid that we are going to see—and Jewish friends tell me 
that it is already starting to happen—a greater incidence of anti-Semitism as a 
consequence of what is happening and, I can only assume, greater radicalisation in the 
UK, as people become angry about the scenes that they see on their television sets. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0018.htm  
 
col 444  Phyllis Starkey: The Israelis have a stated policy of what they regard as 
acceptable civilian deaths. It was printed in the Washington Post in 2006. At that time, 
the agreed Israeli policy was that it was okay to attack militants, as long as only up to 
3.14 innocent civilians—a precise little figure—were killed for every terrorist killed. If 
children were killed, the number was a bit more stringent. The exact figure was not given, 
but it was fewer than three civilian deaths allowed. That was the Israelis’ policy, in 
writing, in 2006. I have no idea what it is now, but it seems to have been multiplied by 
about 100. … 
Col 446  George Galloway: I have never been a supporter of Hamas. Like the noble and 
right hon. Member for Manchester, Gorton (Sir Gerald Kaufman), I was, all my life, a 
supporter and friend of the late President Arafat. The Israeli attitude to President Arafat 
and Fatah when they were in power was exactly the same as their attitude to the 
Palestinian Administration of Hamas. Israel drowned Arafat’s Administration in blood 
through a policy of assassination, settlement, wall-building and economic embargo. The 
British Government wholeheartedly supported the embargo on Gaza to punish the 
Palestinian people for voting for a Hamas Administration. 
The Government’s double standards in this affair are so brazen that people outside are 
boiling with rage. If that is not so clear in this building, people outside are furious. The 
danger of radicalisation, especially of the Muslim youth in this country, is clear and 
present. The Government are always looking for some cleric to whom to refuse a visa, or 
some Islamic organisation to proscribe to try to curb radicalisation. How radical does the 
Minister believe that British Muslims feel now, as they watch on the news the bombing of 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency and the slaughter of children that has been 
adumbrated here today? The Government’s policy of tackling extremism and 
radicalisation has been set back by their complacency and ineffectual policy on Gaza, 
especially when compared with their militancy on subjects such as Russia and Georgia. 
I do not have time to say all that I have to say, but I want to say something to those who 
have been boasting about going to Sderot. I am amazed at how many Members of 
Parliament have been to Sderot. Did any of them see the ruins of the Palestinian villages 
on which Sderot is built or the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people from Sderot and 
the south of Israel? Did any of them know that the refugee camps of Gaza are filled with 
the people who used to live in the villages on which Sderot is built? 
Col 447  Mohammad Sarwar: The call for peace has come from members of all faith 
communities. I would like in particular to thank the group Jews for Justice for Palestinians 
for its recent statement in The Times, which was signed by more than 500 Israeli 
academics, artists and writers, calling for an immediate end to the slaughter in Gaza. 
They have asked for an end to the blockade, the opening of dialogue with Hamas, 
without which there can be no durable peace, an investigation into war crimes that may 
have been committed by any party to the conflict and the suspension of the EU-Israel 
association agreement until Israel fulfils the basic human rights conditions on which it is 
predicated. I congratulate Jews for Justice for Palestinians on issuing that statement. 
It is important to stress that the actions of the Israeli Government should not reflect 
negatively on Britain’s Jewish community. As my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Manchester, Gorton (Sir Gerald Kaufman) pointed out, such acts go completely against 
the ethos and morals of the Jewish faith. The atrocities being committed by the Israeli 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0018.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0018.htm
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Government will do nothing to achieve peace and stability in the region. They will only 
cause more hatred and suffering, further damage and delay any possible peace process 
and make the world a more dangerous place, giving a propaganda victory to terrorist 
groups, which will use them to mobilise more support and radicalise young people 
around the world.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-
0020.htm 

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: Gaza 
Baroness Northover To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking with 
the international community to address the current situation in Gaza. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): My Lords, with more than 1,000 people now dead in Gaza, many of them 
civilians and children, the urgent need for a diplomatic solution is clear. We, along 
with the international community, will continue to call both publicly and privately for 
an immediate halt to all violence and urgent action to alleviate the humanitarian 
situation, in line with UN Security Council Resolution 1860. Robust and immediate 
ceasefire is the only way in which the current situation in Gaza can be addressed. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, I thank the noble Lord for that reply and for his 
directness not only today but also on Monday. As the deaths in Gaza now surpass, as he 
said, 1,000, one-third of whom are children, and with the bombing today of the 
headquarters of the UN relief organisation UNWRA, does he agree that Israel’s actions 
are utterly disproportionate and completely counterproductive to its long-term interest; 
and that, for the sake of Gaza, the region and the wider world, we need not only an 
immediate ceasefire, to which he referred, and an end to the blockade of Gaza, but a far 
stronger and fairer international pressure to work with all parties, without preconditions, 
to bring forward a just resolution to the situation in the region, thus reducing the likelihood 
of further deaths on either side? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, let me first assure the whole House as well as 
the noble Baroness that we utterly condemn what has happened today to the 
UNWRA headquarters in Gaza city. There is absolutely no excuse for it. It reminds 
me all too well of a similar attack in 2006 on a UN observation post in Lebanon. 
This does nobody any credit. Our sympathies go to the families of these victims as 
they do to all the victims of this conflict. On her second point, it is evidently the 
case that achieving a ceasefire—and beyond that, a lasting peace—requires that 
the issues and causes of both sides are fully addressed. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, given the rejection of the latest UN resolution by Israel, will Her 
Majesty’s Government seek the suspension of the EU-Israel trade and association 
agreement? Further, will they stop the export from this country of military goods 
regardless of whether they are lethal or non-lethal or dual-use? Finally, will they withdraw 
Her Majesty’s ambassador from Tel Aviv? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, as I said in the previous debate here on this 
matter, our military exports to Israel are of a non-lethal kind. Israel remains an 
important ally and partner; so withdrawing our ambassador or in other ways 
cutting off our ability to dialogue with Israel would, I think, be utterly 
counterproductive. We have to find a way of working with Israel on this. I also 
have to add that Israel has its own very large arms industry. So I do not think that 
taking steps beyond what we are already doing would have the effect that the 
noble Lord would wish for. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, I was in the south of Israel just a short time ago, 
and rockets and bombs were falling everywhere. We were rushing in and out of air raid 
shelters; people were being killed, and properties destroyed. In my view, at that time 
Israel had to take action in order to protect its people and in order to deal with this. It was 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0020.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090115/debtext/90115-0020.htm
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an utterly unacceptable situation. I commend the key role played by the Foreign 
Secretary in drafting the UN Security Council resolution to help end the violence. But 
what assurances can my noble friend give that a new ceasefire agreement will be better 
than the previous one—that it will achieve a lasting calm, improve the chances of peace 
in 2009 and save people on both sides from suffering in the way that they are? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, all in this House agree with my noble friend that 
the circumstances of Israeli citizens in those towns are tragic and those people 
deserve to be protected. In that case we have never argued that a proportionate 
response was not legally available to Israel to defend its citizens. The issue is the 
current disproportionality of the response. Secondly, as my noble friend rightly 
says, it is critical that any ceasefire is backed by steps that will remove the causes 
of this—both arms smuggling and the humanitarian blockade of Gaza from the 
other side. We have to address in a major way the short-term and long-term roots 
of the conflict. 

Lord Sheikh: My Lords, a statement was issued in the Times yesterday by Jews for 
Justice for Palestine, signed by almost 600 leading Jews. What is the Minister's 
assessment of that statement? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, my assessment of the statement is that I feel 
very happy to be living in the UK this time. I was living in the US when this last 
happened, and everyone took much more predictable positions. People were not 
willing to look at the conflict itself to see that, however strong a supporter of the 
state of Israel one is—I include myself in that number—it does not justify this kind 
of attack, which sets back Israel's situation in the world. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90115-
0002.htm#090115105000829  
 
 

Israel: Prisoners 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on 
how many occasions the UK’s intelligence agencies have sought assurances from their 
Israeli counterparts on their humane treatment of detainees in the last five years. 
[244378] 

David Miliband: It is the long-standing policy of the Government not to comment 
on operational intelligence matters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090114/text/90114w00
30.htm#090115107000050  

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motions 

Andrew Dismore (464) Text Life for Peace for Israel, Peace for Gaza Campaign – 
That this House recognises the need for a sustainable peace in the Middle East, in which 
both Israelis and Gazans can live their lives, free from the hateful and violent ideology of 
Hamas; commends to all hon. Members the initiative launched by the Jewish community 
at the Peace for Israel, Peace for Gaza rally in Trafalgar Square on 11 January, whereby 
all advocates of peace have been urged to text the word LIFE to 81400 in order to raise 
funds, which will be divided equally between aid efforts in both Israel and Gaza; and 
further recognises that while political opinion is often divided on the Israel/Palestine 
issue, there can be no better way than this to show support for innocent civilians on both 
sides of the conflict. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37488&SESSION=899  
 
Eddie McGrady (469) End to Child Suffering in Gaza – That this House calls on the 
Government to assist in bringing an immediate ceasefire between Israel and Hamas; 
recognises that the current escalation of violence is unprecedented in both the scope and 
the impact this is having on Gaza's children, who suffer physically and emotionally; is 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90115-0002.htm#090115105000829
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90115-0002.htm#090115105000829
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090114/text/90114w0030.htm#090115107000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090114/text/90114w0030.htm#090115107000050
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37488&SESSION=899
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concerned that more than 1,000 Palestinian children and over 100 Israeli children have 
been killed in the conflict since 2000; and is further concerned that the ongoing attacks 
will only worsen the situation and occur at a time when the Gazan population is already 
severely afflicted. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37493&SESSION=899  
 
Nick Harvey (477) Use of White Phosphorus in the Gaza Strip – That this House 
expresses alarm about the use of white phosphorus by the Israeli defence forces in the 
current conflict with Gaza; understands that although the chemical is not illegal under 
international law, its purpose is primarily intended for smokescreens and signalling on the 
battlefield; therefore believes it is ill-suited to densely populated areas like the Gaza Strip; 
recognises that white phosphorus is indiscriminate in its target and will therefore not 
distinguish between militants and civilians; is seriously concerned that due to medical 
shortages and a severe shortage of water, medics within the Gaza Strip lack the 
capabilities to alleviate the suffering of civilians who may have been affected; is 
concerned that external monitors and medics are prohibited from entering the Gaza Strip; 
further recognises that world leaders have condemned the use of the chemical; calls on 
the Government to clarify its policy on white phosphorus; and urges the Government to 
do all it can to persuade the Israeli government to stop the bombardments and use of 
white phosphorus and to allow full humanitarian access to the Palestinians. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37501&SESSION=899  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UN headquarters bombing in Gaza 'indefensible 
The Prime Minister has described an attack on the United Nations headquarters in 
Gaza on 15 January as 'indefensible' and pledged the UK's 'unwavering support' for UN 
efforts to secure a ceasefire. 
He said: "The attack on the UN headquarters in Gaza is indefensible. The UN's mission 
in Gaza is purely humanitarian, bringing relief to civilians suffering in appalling conditions 
as a result of the ongoing military action and restrictions on food and medical supplies 
entering Gaza. UN staff are working on behalf of the international community - any attack 
on them is unacceptable, as Israel has acknowledged. 
"The intensification of Israeli military action, and continued Hamas rocket attacks, 
reinforce the urgency of our call for an immediate ceasefire." 
Lord Malloch-Brown, speaking the the House of Lords also reiterated the PM's stance 
saying: 
"With over 1,000 people now dead in Gaza, many of them civilians and children, the 
urgent need for a diplomatic solution is clear. 
"A robust and immediate ceasefire is the only way the current situation in Gaza can be 
addressed." 
The Foreign Secretary, travelling in India on 15 January, called again for an 'immediate, 
permanent ceasefire' and for a 'two state solution in the Middle East for the sake of the 
Middle East, for Israelis and for Palestinians'. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=12280630 
 
Channel Four News interview with David Milliband 
…Jon Snow:  You probably know that in the Home Office today there is a meeting, top 
level meeting, to look at how the Muslim inclusion programme here in Britain is being 
undermined by what is happening in Gaza.  Do you think that the Israelis understand 
adequately the consequences for those of us with mixed populations? 

David Milliband:  I don’t know about that specific meeting that you refer to but on 
Monday of this week I met Muslim groups from Britain, Jewish groups from 
Britain.  I think we all know that one of the greatest recruiting sergeants for 
extremism, whether in Britain or elsewhere, is the continued statelessness of the 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37493&SESSION=899
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37501&SESSION=899
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=12280630
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Palestinians and that’s one reason why we don’t just have a, a real, an interest in 
a, a more peaceful Middle East, a two state solution in the Middle East for the 
sake of the Middle East, for Israelis and for Palestinians but we also have an 
interest in the resolution of that conflict for ourselves.  And we have called, Gordon 
Brown and I and the whole Government, since the beginning of the Gaza conflict, 
for an immediate, permanent and a ceasefire that is fully respected by all sides.  
And I think that the increasing death toll only adds urgency to that call. 
To read the full transcript see 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=12278661  
 
 

Department for International Development 

The humanitarian situation in Gaza (updated 16 January) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-feature.asp  

 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Bashir Ahmad (Glasgow) (SNP): To ask the Scottish Government when it last had 
discussions with representatives of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding the 
situation in Gaza and any implications for the Scottish Government's international 
development policy. (S3O-5524) 

The Minister for Europe, External Affairs and Culture (Linda Fabiani): 
Officials have been in regular contact with colleagues in the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office to monitor the on-going situation and identify where the 
Scottish Government may be able to offer assistance in relation to its 
commitments in its international development policy. 
During the recent debate on Gaza, the Deputy First Minister and I made it clear 
that our international development policy already confirms our commitment to 
consider assistance in times of humanitarian crisis and that the Scottish 
Government stands ready to respond favourably to any requests for humanitarian 
assistance for Gaza. That message was further reinforced by the First Minister 
during First Minister's question time and endorsed by the Parliament. 

Bashir Ahmad: I have been proud of Scotland's response to the humanitarian disaster in 
Gaza as we have lived up to the country's reputation as a caring and compassionate 
nation. However, the depth of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza means that the aid 
operation in the region will be lengthy. Will the minister meet members of different aid 
organisations that work on the ground there to discuss Scotland's continuing commitment 
to the people of Gaza? 

Linda Fabiani: Scotland's readiness to respond to the crisis has been admirable 
and reinforces our role as a responsible nation that is determined to play its part to 
help those who are in greatest need. It is worth mentioning that a fundraising 
dinner for Islamic Relief Scotland that Sandra White attended in Lanarkshire last 
night raised £98,000 for medical aid and equipment for Gaza. That is a mark of the 
commitment of people in Scotland. 
I have arranged to meet Scotland-based organisations later this month to hear of 
their work first hand and to discuss how best the Government can assist them at 
this sensitive and dangerous time. I have mentioned previously the contact that we 
have constantly with the Department for International Development, the FCO and 
colleagues across the Scottish Government, the United Kingdom and the health 
boards in Scotland. The Government's response will be informed by those 
discussions, and I will ensure that all members are aware of the progress of that 
response because I am well aware of the unanimous agreement that Scotland 
should help. 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab): Will the Scottish Government welcome the 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=12278661
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-feature.asp
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efforts of Glasgow the Caring City, which managed to get £200,000-worth of aid into 
Gaza from Jordan this week? I will collaborate with that charity next week to support 
another delivery of humanitarian aid for Gaza, which is desperately needed. I am also 
involved in the Scotland to Gaza convoy, which is organised by Edinburgh Direct Aid. 
Will the Scottish Government support, even symbolically, all the efforts of the Scottish 
people to do what they can to ensure that medical aid and equipment get to the Gazan 
people who desperately need it? 

Linda Fabiani: Yes. Glasgow the Caring City is an amazing organisation for the 
speed and appropriateness of its response to humanitarian crises throughout the 
world. I am aware of the its work over the past month or so, and officials in our 
international development department have been in discussion with Mr Galbraith 
from the charity. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0115-02.htm#Col14050 

 
 

Council of Europe 

Council of Europe Secretary General: operations in Gaza are not making Israel any 
safer 
Israel has a right to protect itself, but what is happening in Gaza is wrong. The 
indiscriminate use of force by Israel in Gaza is hurting the civilian population, violating 
human rights on a massive scale and causing great destruction - but it is not making 
Israel any safer. If anything, it facilitates the recruitment of terrorists. It is high time for 
Israel to stop the violence and think hard about what it can do to repair the 
consequences. At the end of the day, the Israeli leaders will have to understand that a 
lasting peace and security can only be achieved together with the Palestinian people and 
Israel’s neighbours. 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR033(2009)&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&
Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A
9BACE  
 

 

European Commission 

European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid Louis Michel has expressed his 
complete "shock and dismay" at the shelling of the United Nations' compound in 
Gaza earlier today. 
Commissioner Michel, on behalf of the European Commission, offered his full support for 
UNRWA's (United Nations Relief and Works Agency) decision to suspend its operations 
following the incident. 
Commissioner Michel stated, "I am deeply shocked and dismayed to learn of this 
incident. Since the outbreak of the fighting I have made it very clear that all sides must 
respect international humanitarian law. It is unacceptable that the UN headquarters in 
Gaza has been struck by Israeli artillery fire. UNWRA and its personnel must have their 
security guaranteed to ensure they can carry out their essential work and assistance to 
the civilian population in Gaza. This is a very serious incident and there must be a full 
and independent investigation."  
The European Commission is the largest donor to UNRWA with an overall annual 
contribution of €113 million in 2008. This figure does not include the humanitarian 
assistance provided through ECHO. In 2008, the European Commission provided more 
than €73 million in humanitarian assistance for victims of the ongoing crisis in the 
Palestinian Territories of which 56% was for relief activities in the Gaza Strip. In the last 
month, the Commission has provided more than €10 million in additional humanitarian 
aid in a direct response to the increasing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/56&format=HTML&aged
=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0115-02.htm#Col14050
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0115-02.htm#Col14050
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR033%282009%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR033%282009%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR033%282009%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/56&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/56&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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United Nations 

Ban says elements to end Gaza violence in place; voices ‘outrage’ as UN hit again 
…Mr. Ban, who also met with Defense Minister Ehud Barak and Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert, arrived in Israel after talks in Egypt and Jordan as part of his diplomatic efforts to 
secure a ceasefire and bring an end to the crisis which began on 27 December when 
Israel launched its military offensive with the stated aim of ending Hamas rocket attacks 
from Gaza. Defence Minister Barak said to me that it was a grave mistake and that he 
took it very seriously,” Mr. Ban said. “He assured me that extra attention would be paid to 
the UN facilities and staff and that this should not be repeated. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29550&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dI
D=180685&Rendition=Web 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29550&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
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http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
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