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Community Relations 

New publication 

Religion or Belief: A practical guide for the NHS    
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGui
dance/DH_093133?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=181703&Rendition=Web 
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Israel 

Department for International Development 

The humanitarian situation in Gaza 
…The conflict has created a humanitarian crisis, exacerbating conditions that had been 
steadily deteriorating during 18 months of Israeli restrictions on imports to Gaza. 
Although the Kerem Shalom crossing into Gaza has been partially opened to allow some 
humanitarian imports, severe insecurity has made it very difficult for aid staff to operate, 
and for aid recipients to access aid at distribution centres. …As of 8 January: 

• 75% of Gaza's electricity has been cut off 

• Hospitals are struggling to function under frequent and long power cuts 

• Intensive Care Unit beds are overloaded, and all beds are occupied 

• About half a million people have no running water 

• Sewage has been flooding the streets in several locations. A sewage lagoon in 
northern Gaza is about a week away from flooding. 

• Hostilities are making more than half the food aid stored in warehouses 
inaccessible 

• Over 21,000 people live in UN shelters. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-feature.asp  
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United Nations 

UN agency launches 'Operation Lifeline Gaza' to feed thousands of hungry 
The United Nations food agency today announced an initiative to help ramp up food 
distribution to the growing number of hungry people in the Gaza Strip, where a military 
offensive Israel says it launched in response to Hamas rocket attacks is in its 15th day. 
Operation Lifeline Gaza is a World Food Programme (WFP) scheme aiming to provide 
ready-to-eat, culturally acceptable food to hundreds of thousands of people caught in the 
conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29511&Cr=Gaza&Cr1= 
 
Lebanese leaders, UN envoy meet on rocket firing old weapons cache found 
One day after at least three rockets were fired into Israel from south Lebanon, the top 
United Nations envoy there met with Lebanese leaders to discuss measures to keep 
tensions from Gaza from spreading to that country, while UN peacekeepers discovered 
an old weapons cache as part of its intensified monitoring efforts. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29504&Cr=Lebanon&Cr1=  

 
 

UNIFIL 

Old weapons cache with several rockets found in south Lebanon  
This afternoon a patrol from the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), 
operating in coordination with the Lebanese Armed Forces, found an old weapons cache 
inside two disused bunkers located between the hills of Kafer Chouba and Kafer 
Hammam in the Eastern Sector of UNIFIL’s Area of Operations in south Lebanon.  
The cache comprises of approximately 34 Grad-P rockets and some boxes of allied 
ammunition that were placed in two old bunkers covered by camouflage nets. There is no 
sign of any recent use of the bunkers and the weapons appear to date from the period of 
the 2006 conflict.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unifil/pr120e.pdf  

 
 

OHCHR 

Violence must stop 
High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay told a special session of the Human 
Rights Council, which meets on 9 January to discuss “the grave violations of human rights 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory including the recent aggression in the occupied Gaza 
Strip”, that the violence must stop. “The situation is intolerable. The ceasefire called for by 
the UN Security Council must be implemented immediately. The violence must stop,” said 
the High Commissioner. “The vicious cycle of provocation and retribution must be brought 
to an end,” she said, pointing out that the ongoing conflict has already caused the loss of 
hundreds of lives, and scores, including children, died or were wounded in these attacks. 
…“Accountability must be ensured for violations of international law,” said the High 
Commissioner, who suggested that the Council should consider authorizing a mission to 
assess violations committed by both sides in the conflict in order to establish the relevant 
facts and ensure accountability. 
“I remind this Council that violations of international humanitarian law may constitute war 
crime for which individual criminal responsibility may be invoked,” she said. 
The High Commissioner also called on the parties to the conflict to allow the deployment 
of independent human rights monitors in both Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29504&Cr=Lebanon&Cr1
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unifil/pr120e.pdf
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Territory to document any violations of international human rights and humanitarian law. 
She urged that Special Procedures mandate holders be granted unrestricted access to 
Gaza and the West Bank. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/ViolenceMustStop.aspx  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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