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Community Relations 

New publications 

Cohesion Delivery Framework Overview  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1111629.pdf  
 
Guidance on meaningful interaction: How encouraging positive relationships 
between people can help build community cohesion 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1112887.pdf  
 
Guidance on building a local sense of belonging 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1112832.pdf  
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Israel 

Downing Street 

Gaza is a humanitarian crisis - PM 
The Prime Minister has called the situation in Gaza a “humanitarian crisis” and called for 
the international community to help build the framework for an “immediate and 
sustainable ceasefire”. 
Speaking to journalists in 10 Downing Street, Mr Brown said he was hopeful that the 
basis for a ceasefire, providing assurances to Israel over security and securing an open 
border under international supervision for Palestinians in Gaza, could be found. 
The PM said the ongoing hostilities marked the “darkest moment” for the Middle East and 
had to be tackled through international engagement. In addition to his own talks with 
Prime Minister Erdogan of Turkey, the Foreign Secretary David Miliband was in 
discussions at the UN in New York and US Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice was 
liaising with Arab leaders over the crisis, he said. 
The Prime Minister said the agreement on a ceasefire would require action over the 
construction of tunnels and arms trafficking into Gaza as well as an end to Israeli military 
action and rocket attacks by Hamas militants. 
To watch a video of the interview see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17923  
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http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1112887.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1112832.pdf
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UN Security Council meeting on Middle East  
Foreign Secretary, David Miliband, is in New York to work with the Arab League and 
other international colleagues to discuss in detail how the UN can support efforts towards 
a lasting and effective ceasefire in Gaza. 
The Arab States - along with the UN Security Council, the EU and the Quartet - have a 
key role to play in producing the conditions for a ceasefire and ensuring that any 
ceasefire is bolstered with concrete action on the ground. This has to include action to 
end the smuggling of arms into Gaza, to open the crossings into Gaza, to deliver 
humanitarian aid, and to give political and practical support to the Palestinian Authority. 
The crisis in the Middle East matters to the whole world. It is right that it is on the Security 
Council agenda. It was only a month ago that the Security Council passed its first 
substantive resolution on the Middle East Peace Process since 2004. We need to 
resolve the current crisis and redouble our efforts to achieve a comprehensive peace, 
based on the vision of two states living in peace side by side, supported by the rest of the 
region, providing security to Israel and dignity to Palestinians. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=11767258  
 
Press statement from David Milliband on arrival in the US 
… the terrible events at the UN school this afternoon in Gaza underline the importance of 
the discussions that we’re going to have here in New York over the next twenty four 
hours. …We need to …tackle the trafficking of illegal arms and also the issue of opening 
up the crossings that are so important not just to relieve the misery and the humanitarian 
need of the people of Gaza, but also to undermine the smuggling trade.  
I think it’s also very significant …that today is the third Security Council discussion of the 
Middle East over the last three months, but the first that has been addressed by 
President Abbas.  And I think it’s very important that we reinforce that President Abbas 
speaks for all the Palestinian people, whether they live in the West Bank or in Gaza, or 
are refugees elsewhere actually and that it’s vital for the long term future that the 
Palestinians are able to speak with one legitimate and democratic voice in discussions 
that take forward the resolution 1850 that was passed here just three weeks ago. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11795568  
 
Statement to the United Nations on Gaza 
… The United Kingdom believes that the crisis, and I use that word advisedly, the crisis 
in Gaza is an indictment of our collective failure, all of us, over a long period, to bring 
about the two-state solution that offers the only hope of security and justice for Israelis 
and Palestinians alike.   
…The truce of June to December 2008 was in truth less than that.  Rockets were fired 
into Israel.  Palestinians died in Israeli military action.  And the people of Gaza suffered 
greater and greater deprivation.  
However, the immediate trigger for Israeli military action was the end of the truce: Hamas 
rejected its extension and fired almost 300 rockets between December 19th and 
December 27th 2008.  These rockets are not just a danger and a provocation, though 
they are that - they demonstrate a choice by Hamas, not just to target the people of 
Israel, but also to target the fragile negotiations for peace sponsored over the last year by 
the United States.  
However, the immediate consequence of Israeli military action over the last ten days is 
also clear.  600 dead, many of them civilians and children, the horror of war piled upon 
months of deprivation.  The confirmation just a few hours ago that 30 civilians were killed 
today in a UN school in Gaza is a devastating reminder of the urgency of our 
responsibilities.  Early today, the Quartet Envoy called the situation in Gaza 'hell'.  The 
shortages of food, fuel and medicine are according to our reports acute.  The scale of the 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=10776598
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=10776598
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=11767258
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11795568
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suffering is immense.  The need for humanitarian supplies is urgent and in this context it 
is right to salute the leadership, not just of the Secretary-General, but of the brave United 
Nations workers trying to relieve suffering in Gaza. 
…Israel is right to say that the flow of illegal arms into Gaza is a threat to its citizens and 
needs to be curbed.  We say that we need to support countries in the region in 
developing the tools to tackle the trafficking of weapons from land and sea.  This will be a 
complex and difficult task, but it is essential.   
Meanwhile, the Palestinian Authority is right to say that it concluded an agreement in 
2005 for the opening of crossings for people, goods and aid into Gaza.  We say that we 
need to open those crossings and re-establish the authority of the Palestinian Authority 
over them.  This will help the people of Gaza.  It will also undercut the smuggling of 
trade. 
To read the full speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=11818231 
 

 

Downing Street e-Petitions 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to put increased pressure on Israel to 
cease its military campaign in Gaza and allow urgent humanitarian aid into the territory, 
and to support a UN Security Council Resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire. 
(closing date 10 January 2009) 
105 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/gazaceasefire/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to support Israel in her war against 
Hamas terrorism in Gaza. (closing date 11 January 2009) 
774 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Against-Hamas/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to introduce sanctions against Israel 
(closing date 27 January 2009) 
7645 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Israel-Sanctions/#detail  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to do everything in his power to impose 
an arms embargo on Israel in light of the recent Israeli offensive in the Gaza strip and to 
apply pressure on countries supplying Israel with arms that breach international 
agreements with the intention of restoring lasting peace to the region. (27 January 2009) 
490 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Arms-embargo/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Issue a clear condemnation of Israel's 
actions against Palestine. (closing date 7 February 2009) 
13 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/PalestineIsrael/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to do whatever is possible to protect the 
innocent citizens of Gaza from invasion and harassment by Israel. (closing date 6 March 
2009) 
15 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Gaza-peace/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=11818231
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/gazaceasefire/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Against-Hamas/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Israel-Sanctions/#detail
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Arms-embargo/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/PalestineIsrael/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Gaza-peace/
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We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to resign in shame for watching the killing 
of hundreds of Gaza children by Israel and not stopping it, and if he does not wish to 
resign to explain to the world why he could not help these children. (closing date 7 July 
2009) 
4 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/IsraelKillsKids/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Recall the Ambassador from Israel.  
(closing date 6 January 2010) 
21 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Apartheid/  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to take economic & trade sanctions 
against Israel and urge the EU to boycott the EU/Israel trade agreement and EU/Israel 
Association agreement (closing date 6 January 2010) 
19 signatories 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/ISRAELISANCTIONS/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

We have been advised that there will be a short debate on Gaza tomorrow morning (8 
January), but the motion to be debated has not yet been published. 
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S3M-3165 Situation in Gaza (lodged on 5 January 2009) Angela Constance, Jim 
Tolson, Keith Brown, Jackie Baillie, Shirley-Anne Somerville, Bill Kidd, John Park, Marlyn 
Glen, Patrick Harvie, Nigel Don, Bill Butler, Bob Doris, Des McNulty, Malcolm Chisholm, 
Alasdair Allan, Michael McMahon, Cathy Peattie, Charlie Gordon, Hugh O’Donnell, Liam 
McArthur, Bashir Ahmad, Margaret Curran, Sandra White, Mike Pringle, Elaine Murray, 
Christine Grahame, Rob Gibson, Karen Gillon, Marilyn Livingstone, Gil Paterson, Ms 
Wendy Alexander, Dr Richard Simpson, Trish Godman, Patricia Ferguson 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451 
 
S3M-3160 Action Needed to Secure Ceasefire (lodged on 5 January 2009) Alasdair 
Allan, Christina McKelvie, Patrick Harvie, Hugh O’Donnell, Mike Pringle, Michael 
Matheson, Bob Doris, Bashir Ahmad, Bill Kidd, Keith Brown, Rob Gibson, Christine 
Grahame, Shirley-Anne Somerville, Bill Wilson, Gil Paterson, Stuart McMillan, Alex Neil 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446 

 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian Authority President Calls on Council to ‘Save My People’ in Gaza; 
Israel Says Hamas Not Interested in Making Peace – ‘For Hamas, Peace Is the 
Enemy’ 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon [said] as the conflict had escalated, he had repeatedly 
condemned indiscriminate rocket attacks by Hamas and the excessive use of force by 
Israel and had called for an immediate end to the violence.  
…Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian National Authority, told the Council that 
the “Israeli machine” was continuing its 60-year-old campaign of rampant destruction, 
and he called on the international community and the Security Council to “save my 
people” in Gaza by pressing for an immediate and full cessation of Israeli aggression. 

http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/IsraelKillsKids/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/Apartheid/
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/ISRAELISANCTIONS/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446
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 Any procrastination at ending the fighting and killing would only deepen the tragedy of 
the past few days. 
…Israel’s representative said that for eight years the citizens of her country had suffered 
the trauma of almost daily missile attacks from Gaza.  “No State would permit such 
attacks on its citizens.  Nor should it,” she said.  However, the Hamas regime had no 
interest in peace and prosperity.  “It is vehemently opposed to negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians,” she continued, adding that Hamas also rejected the Annapolis 
process.  “For Hamas, peace is the enemy.”  Israel had agreed six months ago to an 
Egyptian-brokered “situation of calm”.  Hamas had violated that agreement on a daily 
basis, as over 350 rockets and mortar shells had been fired into Israel during that period.  
In the face of such terrorism, Israel had no choice. 
…Bernard Kouchner …said a halt to the violence was the immediate priority.  His country 
had condemned the offensive against Gaza, as well as the launching of rockets, and had 
called for an immediate humanitarian truce.  He repeated his appeal for a complete and 
immediate halt to the launching of rockets and to the Israeli attacks.  Among the main 
elements of a ceasefire were:  a permanent opening of crossings; a halt to the smuggling 
of arms into Gaza; and an international monitoring mechanism.  
…In the midst of the fighting, [Ban Ki-moon] said, the civilian population of Gaza faced a 
humanitarian crisis.  Entire families had perished, as well as United Nations staff and 
medical workers.  
…Condoleezza Rice … said the United States was deeply concerned at the situation in 
Gaza and had been working “around the clock” to try to end the violence.  The ongoing 
attacks against Israel showed that new arrangements were necessary, not a return to the 
status quo ante.  Any ceasefire must ensure the safety of Israelis and Palestinians alike.  
The former situation had not been sustainable.  No country would have been willing to 
tolerate the rocket attacks.  The living conditions of people in Gaza had grown more dire 
because of Hamas’ actions. 
To read the full (very lengthy) press release see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9563.doc.htm  
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Consultations                (** new this week) 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
** Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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