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Israel 

Downing Street 

Gaza needs “immediate ceasefire” - PM 
The Prime Minister has called for greater efforts to secure an immediate ceasefire in the 
Gaza strip and for a resolution to the issues dividing Gazans and Israelis. 
Speaking to the press today, Mr Brown said that the conflict in the Gaza strip had 
reached a “dangerouse moment” and that there was “grave concern” around the world 
about the violence. Mr Brown said he understood the need for humanitarian aid to get 
through to Palestinians in Gaza but also Israel’s need for reassurances that there will be 
an end to rocket attacks on Israeli towns from within the enclave. 
The PM said: “We need an immediate ceasefire, and that includes a stopping of the 
rockets into Israel. Secondly, we need some resolution of the problem over arms 
trafficking into Gaza and, thirdly, we need the borders and the crossings open and that 
will need some international solution.” The PM’s words came as hostilities continued with 
Israel sending land forces into Gaza on Saturday. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17904  
 
Gordon Brown was interviewed on the Andrew Marr Show. The transcript is not yet 
available, but the interview can be heard on iplayer, beginning 28 minutes into the show 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00gks1l/The_Andrew_Marr_Show_04_01_2009/  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Radio 4 interview with David Miliband 
David Miliband: … any innocent loss of life is unacceptable and in this case there’s 
been massive casualties, some of them civilians, some of them children, and that’s one 
reason why we’ve called for a ceasefire. I think this is a very dangerous and a very dark 
moment, partly because of the lives that have been lost and the humanitarian crisis that 
exists, partly because of the threat to the chance of a comprehensive peace that is so 
important for the Palestinians but also for Israel, and thirdly for the fuel for radicalism that 
can be argued by some to be the right response, and the heart of this issue is who 
represents the Palestinians.   
Is it President Abbas, who is the elected president of the Palestinians and who is 
engaged in negotiations but has no authority in Gaza, or is it Hamas?  And the absolute 
key to the ceasefire that we’ve been calling for, a ceasefire that does block the rockets 
that are going into Gaza, and for the political track that is absolutely necessary, is to sort 
out that issue.   

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17904
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00gks1l/The_Andrew_Marr_Show_04_01_2009/
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I think that every answer I give, and I think every answer that any foreign minister that 
you talk to around the world will give is that we are now paying a terrible price for the 
slow and faltering pace of the negotiations, not just over the last year, probably not just 
over the last 15 years, and it is the fundamental need for a comprehensive settlement 
that is the only way to resolve this in the interests of the Palestinians or the Israelis. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11646074  
 
Media interviews with Bill Rammell 

Peter Sissons (BBC): …do you agree with President Bush's assessment that the 
Hamas rocket fire that provoked this Israeli response was an act of terror? 

Bill Rammell: Certainly I disagree with the actions that Hamas have been taking and 
there's been a significant increase in rocket attacks, there's been a massive loss of life in 
the Gaza Strip and that's why we've unequivocally argued for an urgent and immediate 
ceasefire.  We also need effective access for humanitarian aid, the medical equipment, 
the food, the supplies that is so desperately needed but more than anything, we need a 
reinvigorated political process because I don't believe a military solution will provide a 
sustainable solution. 

PS: But do we acknowledge Israel's right to act in self defence? 
BR: Yes Israel does have a right to respond proportionately, but we've been very, very 
clear that there has been a massive loss of innocent life, there've been civilians, women 
and children that have been killed and that is unacceptable and we desperately need that 
urgent and immediate ceasefire and I say that because one, there's been an 
unacceptable loss of innocent life, two the prospects for a durable solution in the Middle 
East are put back, and three there is a real risk that actions taken now are fuelling the 
calls of extremists within the region and undermining those who are arguing for a political 
settlement. ... 
 

Lorna Dunkley (Sky News): Isn't the reality though that Israel is taking very little 
heed, it's not listening to the international pressure really. 

Bill Rammell: Well, this isn't a one sided situation.  There's been a big increase in rocket 
attacks unacceptably on the state of... Israel.  There's been a massive loss of life in the 
Gaza Strip.  That is what on both sides needs to stop and that's what we're arguing for 
very strongly.  Now, there are issues to be addressed, such as the smuggling of 
weapons and arms across the border into the... Gaza, Israel rightly needs reassurance 
on those issues.  We need to look as well at mechanisms to provide effective monitoring 
and enforcement of the ceasefire.  But we desperately need this urgently to happen and 
that's what we're putting every ounce of diplomatic and political energy towards the 
cause at the moment. 

LD:  …over seven days now and the bombing by Israeli war planes continues. 
 The rockets are still coming out of Gaza from Hamas.  Shouldn't the British 
government be taking more proactive action?  I mean, one of the things Alexi 
Sayle suggesting there, withdraw your ambassador, boycott Israeli goods, do 
something more positive. 

BR: I think that would be completely and utterly counter productive.  This is not a one 
sided situation and we need the maximum amount of influence and leverage and you 
don't achieve that by withdrawing your ambassador.  Look, if we could have flicked our 
fingers and achieved a political solution and a ceasefire, we would have done that.   
But bluntly, it is more complicated than that.  What we are doing, on an hourly, on a daily 
basis, is to talking to all the partners in the region, discussing this at the European Union 
level, at the United Nations level, to try and get that ceasefire that is desperately and 
urgently needed and that's what we're going to continue to try to do. ... 
 
To read the full transcripts of both BBC and Sky interviews see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11645983  

 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11646074
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11645983
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United Nations 

Secretary-General sounds alarm as Israeli forces enter Gaza 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has voiced his deep concern over Israel's launch of a 
ground operation into Gaza … He is convinced and alarmed that this escalation will 
inevitably increase the already heavy suffering of the affected civilian populations, [and] 
called for an immediate end to the ground operation, and asked that Israel do all possible 
to ensure the protection of civilians and that humanitarian assistance is able to reach 
those in need.” Mr. Ban underscored that today's developments thwart efforts to bring 
peace to the region by the so-called Quartet – comprising the United Nations, the 
European Union (EU), Russia and the United States – and others.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29460&Cr=gaza&Cr1=palestin  
 
Gaza conflict threatens regional peace and stability, UN official cautions 
The future of the Middle-East peace process, the stability of the region and the safety of 
ordinary people in the Gaza Strip have been seriously jeopardized by the “irresponsibility 
of Hamas rocket attacks” and the “excessiveness of Israel's response,” a senior United 
Nations envoy warned today, as diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict intensify. 
…“Much of Gaza's infrastructure has now been destroyed. The death and injury toll in 
Gaza continues to mount. Hamas rockets are now reaching 40 kilometres into Israel,” Mr. 
Serry said via video-link from Jerusalem. Israel has cited rocket and other attacks by 
militants in Gaza against Israeli civilians as the reason for its military offensive and 
closing crossings into Gaza for much of the previous two months.  
…In a related development, a group of independent UN human rights experts said today 
that it was “deeply alarmed” at the continuing violence in Gaza and called on all parties to 
end attacks putting civilian lives at risk. “Both air strikes by Israeli Government forces and 
rocket attacks from Gaza into Israel are resulting in inexcusable loss of life and placing 
the civilian populations in the affected areas in extreme danger,” said Asma Jahangir, 
chairperson of the experts'' coordinating body, said in a statement. She stressed that 
international human rights law “imposes binding obligations on all parties in situations of 
armed conflict.” The chairperson said that neither Israel's use of disproportionate force, 
missiles launched from Gaza, nor the general disregard for the safety of non-combatants 
can justify either side's aggression.  
… UN Special Rapporteur for human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories, 
Richard Falk, told UN Radio today that although the call from the experts is important, “it 
comes in a way late in the day because the Palestinians, and particularly those in Gaza, 
have really required and deserve protection from the international community for quite 
some time, even before these attacks that began on 27 December.”  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29454&Cr=gaza&Cr1= 
 
UN seeks $34 million to aid Gazans as Israeli military operation continues 
The United Nations agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees has appealed for 
$34 million to address the humanitarian needs of the population of Gaza, whose needs 
continue to mount amid an ongoing Israeli military operation that began on 27 December.  
The funds will enable the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) to provide emergency food, shelter, medical supplies, fuel and cash 
assistance for a four-month period.  
The $34 million is in addition to the $275 million UNRWA sought in the 2009 Emergency 
Appeal it issued in December for the occupied Palestinian territory. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29449&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Interview with Karen AbuZayd, Commissioner-General of UNRWA 
http://www.un.org/News/newsmakers/newsmaker_abuzayd.html  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29460&Cr=gaza&Cr1=palestin
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29454&Cr=gaza&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29449&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/News/newsmakers/newsmaker_abuzayd.html
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Middle East crisis: UN experts urge protection of civilians 
Asma Jahangir, Chairperson of the coordinating body for independent United Nations 
human rights experts (known as “Special Procedures”) issued the following statement 
today: 
“The Coordination Committee of Special Procedures is deeply alarmed at the continuing 
violence in Gaza. We stress that international human rights law continues to apply and 
that it imposes binding obligations on all parties in situations of armed conflict.  
We call on all parties to immediately cease all actions that result in civilian casualties, or 
put them at great risk. Both air strikes by Israeli Government forces and rocket attacks 
from Gaza into Israel are resulting in inexcusable loss of life and placing the civilian 
populations in the affected areas in extreme danger.  
The use of disproportionate force by Israel and the lack of regard for the life of civilians 
on both sides cannot be justified by the actions of the other party. They constitute clear 
violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law.  
We are particularly concerned at the impact of the current violence and destruction of 
vital infrastructure on the already dire humanitarian situation in Gaza. We call on all 
parties to immediately ensure full access to humanitarian actors and supplies and enable 
them to carry out their work of distributing food, treating the sick and injured, and 
guaranteeing the provision of essential energy and sanitation.  
Independent human rights monitoring, including by the various UN Special Procedures, 
is particularly crucial in these circumstances which result in an exceptionally broad range 
of human rights violations.” More information regarding UN Special Procedures is 
available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/chr/special/index.htm 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/chr/special/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf

	Contents
	Israel
	Consultations



