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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

BBC News interview on the situation in Gaza  
Foreign Secretary David Miliband spoke about the situation in Gaza on BBC News. 
 

David Miliband (DM):  I think the immediate priorities are clear, first, an immediate 
ceasefire, second renewal of the humanitarian aid to tackle the genuine crisis that exists, 
food, fuel and medicines and thirdly and critically a reinvigorated political process.  
Because in the end the crisis that we see in Gaza, the rockets going to Israel, the Israeli 
response, are a reflection of the weakness, the slow pace, of the political drive for the 
two state solution in the Middle East that is so important for a state for the Palestinians, 
but also security for Israel. 

David Loyn (DL):  Given the hugely disproportionate number of civilian casualties 
from, in terms of the number of Palestinians who are dead compared with the 
number of Israeli civilians who died from these rocket attacks, Israel’s case is that 
the rockets that they face gives them the right to bomb Gaza in this way.  Does 
that wrong really give them that right? 

DM:  Well there’s no question that the level of loss of innocent life is unacceptable, 
including children, civilians, women as well, and I think it’s very important for that reason 
amongst others that we have a ceasefire as soon as possible.  Because in the end there 
isn’t going to be a military solution to this problem.  There will only be a political solution, 
that requires Israel to have a strong partner on the Palestinian side and also strong 
engagement from the Arab states.  For Israel it means living up to its responsibilities for 
humanitarian help in to Gaza, but also to ensure that its role in taking forward the Road 
Map agreement for the creation of a Palestinian state actually is taken through. 

DL:  The chances of political settlement seem far less likely now don’t they? 
DM:  I think they great danger is that those moderate leaders on all sides who seek the 
normalisation of relations between Israel and the twenty two Arab states are 
marginalised and that those who preach extremism, those who preach a violent, quote 
unquote, solution, are going to find people rallying to their cause.  That’s why it’s very 
important that we hold on to not just the ceasefire and the humanitarian help, but also the 
political vision, because in the end that’s the only way in which Palestinians’ sense of 
injustice can be remedied and Israel’s sense of insecurity tackled. 

DL:  Is that your message to Israel that these sort of strong military attacks don’t 
work? 

DM:  I think that the message to Israel is that it’s right to believe that no country should 
have to be facing three hundred rockets in the last week, nine hundred rockets over the 
last three weeks.  But equally it’s very important that every state remembers that the 
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strategic objective is a solution that is lasting, and a solution that is lasting has to be a 
political solution.   
That means big responsibilities for Israel, big responsibilities for the Palestinians who 
need to unify their leadership, but also big responsibilities on the Arab states to make 
sure they can restrain the extremism of some of their own population and ensure that 
they cut off the supply of support in to the rejectionist, the extremist groups. 

DL:  Some people are looking at this as, as, as it were the last opportunity for 
Israel, the last days of the Bush Administration.  Do you see it in those terms?  
That they’re, they’re, they’re attacking at a time when the American administration 
is not going to come down very strongly against them and using every opportunity 
to really clear up the problem in Gaza? 

DM:  I think that Gaza has been a festering wound, not just for the last year, but 
especially for the last year in the Middle East.  It’s been a festering wound while the 
political negotiations have been going forward too slowly and there’s been a race really 
between political negotiations on the one hand and the crisis in Gaza on the other.  The 
tragedy is that the crisis in Garda, Gaza has erupted before the political process has 
delivered real gains, either for Israelis or for Palestinians.  That is the heart of this 
problem. 

DL:  But political solution now possible or far more, far more unlikely? 
DM:  I think it’s far more difficult today than it was a week ago to argue with, with 
optimism about the next year, but it’s even more urgent and that’s why diplomats around 
the world are so busy to ensure that the phone lines remain open, the meetings keep 
going and that the precious links that exist are not lost.  I think that the only way forward 
if you care about security for Israel, or if you care about justice for the Palestinians, or if 
you care about both, is the comprehensive solution and at this time, particularly, it’s very 
hard to keep that alive, but it’s important not to lose it completely. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11409271  
 

 

United Nations 

Medical shortages in Gaza may lead to surge of deaths among wounded, UN warns 
Warning that hundreds of wounded people in Gaza hospitals face a surge in preventable 
deaths due to the lack of medical supplies, the United Nations World Health Organization 
(WHO) has called for an immediate end to hostilities and urged Israel to ensure 
immediate provision of fuel and critical life-saving and trauma care supplies. 
“Hundreds of wounded people, including women, children and elderly, lie in hospitals that 
already lack basic supplies,” WHO said of Israel’s air strikes against Hamas, in which 
over 300 have been killed and many hundreds more wounded. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29436&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
 
Statement on continued escalation in and around Gaza - Statement by Secretary-
General Ban Ki-Moon 
I am deeply alarmed by the current escalation of violence in and around Gaza. This is 
unacceptable. I have been repeatedly condemning the rocket attacks by Hamas militants 
against Israel. While recognizing Israel's right to defend itself, I have also condemned the 
excessive use of force by Israel in Gaza. The suffering caused to civilian populations as 
a result of the large-scale violence and destruction that have taken place over the past 
few days has saddened me profoundly. …All this must stop. Both Israel and Hamas must 
halt their acts of violence and take all necessary measures to avoid civilian casualties. A 
ceasefire must be declared immediately. They must also curb their inflammatory rhetoric. 
Only then can dialogue start.  
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=392  

 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11409271
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29436&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=392
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UNICEF 

UNICEF statement on situation in Gaza 
UNICEF is deeply concerned about the impact of the current violence in Gaza on 
children. UNICEF urges all parties to the conflict to abide by their international legal 
obligation to ensure that children are protected and that they receive essential 
humanitarian supplies and support.  
Over half of the population in Gaza are children, and children are particularly vulnerable 
in situations of armed conflict. The UN Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator (OCHA) 
indicates that children are among victims killed and injured as a result of the recent air 
strikes. 
It is critical that humanitarian assistance, including food, medical supplies and equipment 
be allowed into Gaza to address the urgent needs of children and women.  
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_46970.html  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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