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Israel 

Downing Street 

PM “deeply concerned” by Gaza violence 
The Prime Minister has spoken of his concern at the ongoing violence in Gaza and called 
for a renewed action on achieving a Israel-Palestine settlement in 2009. 
In a Downing Street statement, the PM said that only “peaceful means” could secure 
a lasting solution to the dispute between Israel and Palestine. He called upon Gazan 
militants to end their rocket attacks and asked Israel to “meet its humanitarian 
obligations”. 
The PM said: 
“I am deeply concerned by continuing missile strikes from Gaza on Israel and by Israel’s 
response. As the Quartet stated on 15 December, peaceful means are the only way of 
reaching a lasting solution to the situation in Gaza. 
“I call on Gazan militants to cease all rocket attacks on Israel immediately. These attacks 
are designed to cause random destruction and to undermine the prospects of peace talks 
led by President Abbas. I understand the Israeli government’s sense of obligation to its 
population. Israel needs to meet its humanitarian obligations, act in a way to further the 
long-term vision of a two-state solution, and do everything in its power to avoid civilian 
casualties.” 
Foreign Secretary David Miliband said that the increase in rocket attacks by militants and 
also the high number of Palestinian casualties “should be of concern to the whole 
international community”. 
Mr Miliband said the UK “fully supported” the UN and EU positions, outlined in respective 
statements yesterday, calling for an immediate halt to all violence. He also stressed the 
need for Israel to allow delivery of food, medicine and other humanitarian aid into the 
Gaza strip. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17872  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Situation in Gaza 
Foreign Secretary David Miliband comments on the situation in Gaza. He said: 
'The Prime Minister and I are following developments in Gaza with grave concern.  The 
rise in rocket attacks on Israel since 19 December, and yesterday's massive loss of life, 
make this a dangerous moment which should be of concern to the whole of the 
international community.   
The UK supports an urgent ceasefire and immediate halt to all violence.  The unanimous 
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UN Security Council press statement overnight, and the EU's statement yesterday, rightly 
argue for this position.  The deteriorating humanitarian situation is deeply disturbing.  The 
Prime Minister has spoken to Prime Minister Olmert of Israel.  As we made clear 
yesterday, Israel must abide by its humanitarian obligations.  The UK supports the 
prompt and sufficient delivery of food, fuel and medicine into the Gaza Strip. 
I have discussed this unfolding crisis with my counterparts in the region and beyond.  
There is a clear consensus, which we support, that everything should be done to protect 
the political space for those leaders committed to peaceful negotiations.  I have 
discussed with Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit his plans to convene a 
meeting of Arab League Foreign Ministers.  This is an important opportunity for Arab 
leaders to make clear that the interests of the Palestinian people can only be secured 
through a viable Palestinian state existing alongside a secure Israel.  We must renew our 
collective effort to achieve this goal in 2009.' 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=11357925  
 
 

Department for International Development 

Statement on the humanitarian situation in Gaza from Douglas Alexander 
Commenting on the situation in Gaza, International Development Secretary Douglas 
Alexander said:  
"Unconfirmed reports emerging from Gaza suggest that over 280 Gazans have been 
killed and up to 700 wounded in the past day and a half. The UN is reporting severe 
shortages of medical items, food, and fuel for the Gaza power plant, which will lead to 
increased power cuts. With the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary, I appeal to all 
parties to end the violence and facilitate the delivery of urgently needed humanitarian 
supplies. The scale of needs, especially for the many wounded, is enormous. 
"While recognising Israel's right to protect its own citizens, Israel must meet its 
humanitarian obligations under international law. I note statements by the Government of 
Israel that it wishes to avoid a humanitarian crisis, and its willingness to assist by opening 
one of the crossings into Gaza for limited humanitarian supplies today. Rocket attacks 
out of Gaza into Israel are indefensible and hampering efforts to help. 
"The Department for International Development is in regular contact with the UN as it 
tries to assess the scale of humanitarian need. In 2008 we have provided £19 million to 
the UN for its work with Palestinian refugees and £2 million to the Red Cross to provide 
food, medicines and shelter in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We have also 
provided over £50 million to help the Palestinian Authority pay doctors' and teachers' 
salaries and provide essential services in both the West Bank and Gaza." 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/Gaza-SOS-statement.asp  

 
 

United Nations 

Security Council calls on Israel, Palestinians to end violence immediately 
The Security Council on Sunday called on Israel and the Palestinians to immediately end 
all violence, as Israeli airstrikes in response to rocket attacks by militants in Gaza 
reportedly killed 270 people and wounded more than 600 in the Strip. 
“The Members of the Security Council expressed serious concern at the escalation of the 
situation in Gaza and called for an immediate halt to all violence,” according to a 
statement issued to the press following emergency closed-door talks late last night.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29427&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on the 
escalation in Gaza 
The Secretary-General joins the Security Council''s call for an immediate stop to all 
violence and all military activities. He deplores that violence is continuing today, and he 
strongly urges once again an immediate stop to all acts of violence. He is saddened by 
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Palestinian casualties, among them eight UNRWA trainees and one UNRWA staff 
member, and one Israeli casualty. 
The Secretary-General also expects the Security Council''s call for all parties to address 
the humanitarian and economic needs in Gaza to be fully heeded, in particular, for border 
crossings to be open by Israel for the continuous provision of humanitarian supplies. The 
UN has repeatedly brought to the attention of the Government of Israel shortages of 
humanitarian supplies in Gaza in recent weeks and months. The Humanitarian 
Coordinator in the occupied Palestinian territory met with Israeli officials today and 
received a guarantee that all required humanitarian supplies and personnel would be 
allowed entry into Gaza, further to assurances given personally to the Secretary-General 
by Prime Minister Olmert and Foreign Minister Livni. The Secretary-General fully expects 
this cooperation to continue on a rolling basis in the coming days. 
The Secretary-General has spoken to the other members of the Quartet and regional 
leaders including Prime Minister Olmert, Foreign Minister Livni, President Abbas, 
President Mubarak, President Assad, and Secretary-General Moussa, to underscore the 
urgent need to restore calm in full, and is in close touch with his envoy, UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Robert Serry, and UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Karen AbuZayd, who is in Gaza. The UN is working actively to 
promote urgent implementation of the Security Council''s calls to end the violence, 
reopen the crossings, and restore calm in full. 
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp  
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Other Relevant Information 

The Secretary General of the Council of Europe said that it gave him great pleasure to 
participate in the lighting of the flame of peace - the light of Chanukah. That light chases 
away darkness and fear, enables us to see, and to understand and accept others. Light 
brings people together and symbolises tolerance between people of good will.  
To read the statement in full (in French) see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dc/press/News/20081223_disc_sg_fr.asp  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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