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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

House of Lords debate on the Queen's speech (6th day) 
Health, welfare, and children 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81211-
0002.htm#08121141000749  
 
 

Department of Communities and Local Government 

Cohesion Guidance for Funders Consultation: Summary of responses 
Responses received include from the Board of Deputies, Jewish Care, and Jewish Aids 
Trust. 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1096594.pdf  

 
 

Department for Children, Schools, and Families 

Freedom of Information Release 
Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 4 Achievement and Attainment Tables including an extra 
field to denote the religious character of the school. 

Key Stage 2 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/foischeme/subPage.cfm?action=collections.displayDocume
nt&i_documentID=642&i_collectionID=240  
 

Key Stage 4   
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/foischeme/subPage.cfm?action=collections.displayDocume
nt&i_documentID=643&i_collectionID=240  
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Scottish Government 

Collecting equality information: Guidance on asking questions on: Religion and 
Belief    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/253583/0075143.pdf 
 
Collecting equality information: Guidance on asking questions on: Ethnic Groups   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/253579/0075142.pdf 
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Communal Issues 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Church Estate (Water Services)    [also relevant to synagogues] 
 

Ben Chapman (Wirral, South) (Lab): What assessment the Church Commissioners 
have made of the effects of changes to charges for water services on the Church's 
estate; and if he will make a statement. [242325] 
The Second Church Estates Commissioner (Sir Stuart Bell): It is estimated that the new 
annual charge for surface water drainage will cost Church of England churches and 
cathedrals around £5 million or more. Churches using the public sewers will also be 
liable for highways drainage contributions at an estimated cost of around £10 million per 
annum. 
By way of a statement, we are deeply concerned about the impact of these charges on 
the local work of the Church and other faith groups. 
Ben Chapman: Do we not have enough difficulty finding funds to run and maintain our 
churches without the water companies adding to the burden by adding to their profits? 
Does my hon. Friend intend to seek meetings with Government and others to rectify the 
situation? 

Sir Stuart Bell: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for that question. Representations 
have been and continue to be made to the Government on that issue. We have 
looked at it carefully and are not convinced that it is all a matter of water company 
profits. The companies maintain that the change will be cost neutral as it 
redistributes charges falling on different categories of non-household customers. 
That includes businesses, churches, charities and community bodies. However, it 
is having a considerable effect on our churches. 

Robert Key (Salisbury) (Con): I have been working on this problem with the diocese of 
Salisbury, and it has been reported to me that Wessex Water believes that the changes 
to the charging regime would come into operation only on change of ownership of the 
property involved. On the face of it, that would seem to make it unlikely that a church 
would be affected, but what would be the impact of a change from freehold to common 
tenure? I do not expect the hon. Gentleman to know the answer to that question today, 
but will he please let us know? 

Sir Stuart Bell: I am relieved that the hon. Gentleman does not expect me to 
answer that off the top of my head, and I would not wish to do so. It is a matter 
worthy of study, and I shall give him a specific response, and place a copy in the 
Library. 

Sir Nicholas Winterton (Macclesfield) (Con): Is it not absolutely outrageous that the 
water companies charge churches and other similar bodies for the disposal of surface 
water? Rain comes from heaven: it does not cost the water companies anything yet they 
charge us for it. Why the devil are the Government allowing them to charge churches for 
the disposal of surface water? It is outrageous. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/253583/0075143.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/253579/0075142.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w0021.htm#08121164000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w0021.htm#08121164000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w0021.htm#08121164000089
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w0021.htm#08121164000089
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w0022.htm#08121164000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w0022.htm#08121164000091
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Sir Stuart Bell: I am sure that the hon. Gentleman does not wish to answer his 
own question. I am happy to do that, but he knows that mercy is like the rain, 
gentle from heaven above. Unfortunately, the water company charges are not 
from heaven, but are induced and calculated. I support what he says, and agree 
that this is a Church-wide issue: a Teesside clergyman at St. Luke’s, North 
Thornaby has reported to me that his church has experienced a rise in its water 
charge of 1,300 per cent. His church warden created a petition on the No. 10 
website, and so far it has attracted 37,000 signatories. Given the hon. 
Gentleman’s views, perhaps that total will now rise to 37,001. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/debtext/81211-
0003.htm#08121143000035  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Entry Clearances 
Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many British citizens have been refused entry into Israel at Ben Gurion Airport in each of 
the last three years; what records his Department holds on the reasons for refusal in 
each case; and if he will make a statement. [240703] 

Bill Rammell: We do not hold records on the number of British nationals who 
have been refused entry at Ben Gurion Airport. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w00
21.htm#08121164000088 
 

Israel: EU External Relations 
Mr. Stewart Jackson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the implications of the recent vote by the 
European Parliament postponing a decision on involving Israel in the European Union's 
Community Programmes; and if he will make a statement. [242524] 

Bill Rammell: The European Parliament's programme is a matter for that body. 
The UK supports the European Council decisions on developing the EU's 
relationship with Israel alongside work to advance peace in the middle east. 
Officials from the UK Representation to the EU will continue to monitor and 
engage with the European Parliament on this and other issues of interest. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w00
21.htm#08121164000089  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on terrorist attacks in Israel since October 2008; what 
discussions he has had with the government of Israel on the matter; and if he will make a 
statement. [241166] 

Bill Rammell: In October and November 2008, 168 rockets and 157 mortars were 
fired on Israel from Gaza (figures from the Israeli Foreign Ministry ). As my right 
hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has made clear, including during his visit to the 
region, such attacks on Israel must stop and it is in both Hamas and Israel's 
interests to reinforce the ceasefire which began in June. It is also imperative that 
Israeli operations and restrictions do not cause suffering to the civilian population 
of Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/text/81211w00
22.htm#08121164000091  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/debtext/81211-0003.htm#08121143000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081211/debtext/81211-0003.htm#08121143000035
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Stewart Jackson (Peterborough): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether he plans to make representations to the Syrian 
government in respect of honours they have bestowed on convicted Islamist terrorist 
Sumar Kuntar; and if he will make a statement. [242524] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81211w01.htm  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Education links with Israel 
Following reports that the University and College Union has clarified the action it will take 
to implement a motion asking members to consider the moral and political implications of 
links with Israel, Bill Rammell said: 
'I strongly believe that education plays a vital role in developing and aiding understanding 
between different people. It is all the more important during these difficult times that 
channels of communication with academics and educational institutions remain open.   
The UK Government is wholly opposed to any academic boycott of Israel. The problem 
with boycotts is that they make the job of progressives more difficult and they reinforce 
the arguments of hard-liners.' 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=10540540  
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Consultations  
 

Monitoring of Cross-border charities (closes 23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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