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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

House of Lords debate on the Queen's speech (5th day) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-
0004.htm#08121025000426  

includes 

Col 413 

The Lord Bishop of Southwark: … A key aspect of the Bill to which we shall naturally 
be paying close attention from these Benches is how it handles the difficult and crucial 
area of how a proper balance should be struck between competing rights regarding 
religious belief. We are not alone in having been concerned at what has appeared to be 
a growing trend towards regarding religion and belief as deserving of a lesser priority in 
discrimination legislation than the other strands. The argument appears to be that, 
because religion and belief are susceptible to personal choice in a way that other strands 
are not, religion and belief should be subordinate to those other strands when they are in 
competition with one another. We believe that to be a false analysis. …  
From that point of view, a key issue that will arise in the passage of this Bill will be the 
approach taken to the carrying forward of the various exceptions that Parliament has 
previously conferred on religious organisations in existing legislation. Success in dealing 
with that issue will depend on the way in which potentially competing rights are balanced.  
… Where Parliament is legislating for a situation in which the exercise of the right to 
freedom of religion conflicts with the human rights of other persons, its responsibility is, of 
course, to seek to ensure that the competing rights are balanced in the way required by 
Article 9.2 of the European convention. This requires that any restriction on the 
manifestation of religion or belief must genuinely be necessary; and that where it is 
imposed it must be no greater than is reasonably required to secure the proper protection 
of the other right. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-0006.htm  
 
Col 447 
Lord Mitchell: … I would like to speak about a project that I have been involved with on 
improving relations between Muslims and Jews. To give a bit of background, I became a 
trustee of an organisation called the Coexistence Trust about three years ago; it had 
been set up jointly by my noble friend Lord Janner and His Royal Highness Prince 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-0004.htm#08121025000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-0004.htm#08121025000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-0006.htm
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Hassan of Jordan. I was a trustee who attended the odd meeting and did not do very 
much. Last May my noble friend Lord Janner buttonholed me and asked if I would like to 
become chairman. In a weak moment I said yes which I regretted for a week but then I 
thought, “You have got the job now; you had better make a good job of it”. I am doing my 
best and actually enjoying it very much. 
The Coexistence Trust set out to go around the world getting Jewish or Muslim 
parliamentarians in various parliaments to deal with the issues of anti-Semitism and 
Islamophobia. My noble friend Lord Janner, in particular, was very successful in getting 
lots of people to sign up to this. When I took over as chairman I wanted to change the 
emphasis and to concentrate on the UK. It may come as a surprise to noble Lords to find 
out that on our campuses there are tensions between Jewish and Muslim students, and I 
felt we should address this issue. A meeting was held and I got into conversation with the 
noble Baroness, Lady Warsi. There seemed to be a great meeting of minds between us. 
We talked about how we could address this issue and the concept of a road show came 
into being, where we would go round various universities as parliamentarians. 
In any conversation between Jews and Muslims, of course, the Middle East is the 
elephant in the room but we wanted to keep it out because if it stayed, it was going to kill 
all debate about other subjects that we felt were really important. By and large, we were 
successful in doing this although we had a few tense moments. The essence of the road 
show and the debates was to start off with parliamentarians talking about their journey, in 
particular the journey of Jewish immigrants who came to this country 100 years ago and 
that of Muslim immigrants who came here 30 or 40 years ago. There were similarities in 
that the new immigrants did not speak the language, they moved to the same area as 
other immigrants and their food and culture were different from those of British society in 
general. There were also similarities in how they managed to address the new country 
they were living in. 
We got together a group of parliamentarians, mainly from your Lordships’ House, but 
there were a couple of Members of Parliament as well. It was a cross-party group with 
Liberal Democrats, Conservatives, Cross-Benchers and Labour Party Members. As well 
as the noble Baroness, Lady Warsi, the group included the noble Baroness, Lady 
Falkner, from the Liberal Democrats, the noble Lord, Lord Hameed—a Cross-Bencher—
the noble Baronesses, Lady Afshar and Lady Deech, and my noble friend Lord Janner. 
From the other place we had the right honourable Michael Howard, who attended one of 
our road shows, and the Labour Member of Parliament Khalid Mahmood. I would like to 
thank all of them because they gave up a lot of time travelling around the country. It is 
not easy to give up time but they did it very well. 
The format was quite interesting. We went to five universities—Oxford, Cambridge, 
London School of Economics, Birmingham and Leeds. At each debate we had four 
panellists—two Muslims, two Jewish, all parliamentarians. The first debate was at the 
London School of Economics. I have to confess that I was petrified. I was convinced 
there was going to be trouble in the audience and that nobody would turn up, but it was 
packed and it was a very exciting evening. We all started by talking about our family 
background—where we had come from, where our grandparents had come from, what 
their experiences had been in this country and the prejudice and hostility they had 
suffered in their lifetime. Not surprisingly there was a tremendous commonality. 
The issues that came up were interesting. We talked about being British Muslim and 
being British Jewish. We talked about integration. As a Jew I talked a lot about 
assimilation and the fact that the Jewish population in this country is declining rapidly 
because of intermarriage. To a lot of people that is a threat to the Jewish community. We 
talked about Sharia law. We talked about the way universities deal with examinations 
being held on religious holidays and the issue of food that is common to both religions. 
We both have some rather arcane and difficult dietary requirements that are difficult for 
other people to understand. Nevertheless, for observant Jews and Muslims, these are 
very important. Most of all, we talked about the real common threat to both communities 
of the resurgence of the BNP and everything that it is doing. Whether it is attacking 
Muslims today or Jews yesterday, it is the same people attacking all of us in the same 
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way. 
What was most exciting was that after the debate we generally had a dinner with 
members of the Jewish Society, the Islamic Society, the panellists and some of the 
university administrators. This gave people an opportunity to become much more 
involved and to talk about their fears and concerns. It was an overwhelming success. 
Members of the Jewish and Islamic societies who had never spoken to each other were 
exchanging mobile phone numbers and saying that they needed to get to know each 
other and understand each other’s religion better. That was very rewarding. Nobody in 
the room disagreed; nobody said that it was a complete waste of time, and that was 
tremendous. 
We have posted a video of this road show on the website that has been set up. We are 
encouraging students to get on blogging sites because that is the way they 
communicate. Anyone who wants to can reference the website at 
www.coexistencetrust.org.uk. 
I want to conclude by talking about a particular danger that we saw. At one ancient 
university a student said that she had been having a meeting with a member of the 
faculty about taking a day off for a religious event and the member of the faculty had 
said, “If I do it for you, I am going to have to do it for pygmies and mountain people”. That 
provoked stories of numbers of instances where members of the faculty had been less 
than helpful to Jewish students and, I would guess, to Islamic students, to women, and to 
people from all sorts of minorities. Members of faculties in our universities are able to say 
and do things that would not be permissible in the workplace or in schools. We need to 
address this issue to make universities a much better place for students to be in. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-0011.htm  
 
 

Press Release  

PM speaks on 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17748  
YouTube video   http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=6NoXEx7aL40&feature=channel_page  
The transcript should be available tomorrow 
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

House of Commons debate on the Queen's speech (4th day): Foreign Affairs and 
Defence 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-
0007.htm#08121022000001  
includes 

Col 561 

Mr. James Arbuthnot (North-East Hampshire) (Con): Does the Secretary of State 
agree that one of the most chilling aspects of the terrorist attack was that the terrorists 
specifically sought out Jews in order to attack them? Does he agree that that needs to be 
condemned, particularly by people of Christian, Islamic and other religions? 
David Miliband: I certainly agree with the right hon. Gentleman that the herding of staff 
and their family members from the Jewish centre in Mumbai into the heart of that centre 
and their killing was a completely atrocious event. I share with him the view that it is 
important that, whatever our religion, we condemn the killing of people of other religions. 
At the NATO Mediterranean meeting last week, it was striking to hear the French Foreign 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81210-0011.htm
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17748
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=6NoXEx7aL40&feature=channel_page
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0007.htm#08121022000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0007.htm#08121022000001
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Minister explain to Arab colleagues that the two French people killed in Mumbai were 
both Muslim. That brought home to people the fact that at one level these were random 
attacks that killed people of all religions, as well as the fact that the targeting of the 
Jewish centre was particularly chilling. I of course share the right hon. Gentleman’s 
condemnation of it. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-
0007.htm#08121022000001  
 
Col 564 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington, North) (Lab): Will the Secretary of State use this opportunity 
to condemn the Israeli blockade of Gaza—the denial of food, water, energy and medical 
supplies to people there—the devastation that it is causing to people’s lives, and the 
bitterness that it is creating? Does he not think that Israel must be held responsible for 
what is collective punishment? 
David Miliband: I am happy to repeat what I have made clear on many occasions, both 
publicly and privately with the Israeli Government, which is that the delivery of food, 
medicine and energy into the Gaza strip is essential to remedy what is a disastrous 
humanitarian situation. Equally, it is important to say that the rocket attacks that continue 
to come out of Gaza are the other side of the coin. They fuel the argument that when 
Israel vacates land, that land is then used to attack Israel. The misery of the Palestinians 
and the insecurity of Israelis are two sides of the same coin, and there are 
responsibilities on both sides. 
It is increasingly apparent to me that the only solution in the middle east is a genuinely 
comprehensive solution—what I call a 23-state solution that ties in not just Israel and 
Palestine, but all the countries of the Arab League, building on the Arab peace initiative 
of 2002. The logic is simple. Only a comprehensive solution offers Israel what it really 
craves—stability and security in the region—and only with Arab political support will the 
Palestinians be willing and able to do a deal. 
The Government will work hard towards a comprehensive solution over the coming year. 
It will mean working closely with Israel—always a beacon of democracy in the region, it is 
worth remembering—in the run-up to elections in February and beyond. It will also mean 
further concerted work with the Palestinian Authority on security and economic 
development. It will mean more systematic engagement with the Arab world, including 
Syria, which faces big choices in 2009, but has a big opportunity to contribute to regional 
stability. It will also mean active, high-level engagement with the new US Administration 
and EU partners. All these things we are committed to do. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-
0008.htm  
 
Col 594 

Mr Davey: … Both the Israelis and the Palestinians were incredibly optimistic about the 
current state of the negotiations. They said the same thing at different meetings, which I 
found reassuring. They have several messages to convey. First, they do not want outside 
interference in the bilateral negotiations, which are going well and are substantial. They 
ask for the space and time to conclude them. Secondly, they need the Arab countries to 
be more supportive of the Palestinian Authority and their attempts to conclude the peace 
negotiations—the Foreign Secretary said some good things about that recently. 
Sometimes, the Arab countries sit on the fence, some of them tacitly supporting Hamas 
and the extremist Palestinians. Frankly, that is not good enough. We now have an 
historic opportunity, but as the right hon. Member for Richmond, Yorks said, if we do not 
seize it, it might pass into history. We join the Foreign Secretary in calling on Arab 
countries to put their shoulders to the wheel and publicly play their part, by backing the 
negotiations and backing what the Palestinian Authority are trying to do. 
Speech continues 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-
0012.htm  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0007.htm#08121022000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0007.htm#08121022000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0012.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0012.htm
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Col 598 

Jeremy Corbyn: … Israel is a nuclear power. That fact is often ignored; no one wants to 
go into that area. However, if there is to be disarmament around the world, it has to 
include India, Pakistan and Israel. If we wish to have effective pressure on Iran not to 
develop nuclear weapons, we should put equal pressure on Israel, first, to take its 
weapons off alert and, secondly, to take them out of operation altogether so that the 
dream of a middle eastern nuclear-free zone—there are effective nuclear-free zones in 
Latin America, Africa and soon, hopefully, in central Asia—can be achieved. 
The attitude that we take towards Israel is always far too soft. Every time any criticism is 
made of Israel’s policy in, for example, Gaza, we always say, “Well, on the other hand”. 
The reality is that Israel is acting illegally in the collective punishment of the people of 
Gaza. The bitterness felt in the daily lives of people in Gaza is something from which we 
will all suffer for a long time. There has to be a settlement based on respect for the 
Palestinian people, based on recognition of the needs of the Palestinian people. Israel 
should behave as a proper democracy in the world. That does not include arresting 
elected parliamentarians from Gaza or anywhere else and not affording them the right of 
a trial or representation. What is going on there is simply outrageous. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-
0013.htm  
 
Col 627 

Andrew Gwynne: … I firmly believe that the Israeli-Palestinian issue must be resolved if 
we are to achieve long-lasting peace and security, not just in Israel and a future 
Palestine, but in the wider middle east and even further afield. As parliamentary chair of 
the Labour Friends of Israel group, I will give my utmost support to efforts to achieve the 
Government’s goal of a two-state solution that leads to a safe and secure Israel living 
side by side with a viable and democratic Palestinian state.  
Speech continues 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-
0018.htm  

 
 

UK Early Day Motions 

Richard Burden (224) Justice for Palestinians and people in the Middle East – That 
this House welcomes statements by the Government recognising that justice for the 
Palestinians is an essential component in achieving a lasting peace in the Middle East for 
both Israelis and Palestinians; further welcomes the acknowledgement by Ehud Olmert, 
the outgoing Israeli Prime Minister, that the decision facing Israel is something Israeli 
governments have refused to face with open eyes for 40 years and his recognition that a 
peace agreement with Palestinians depends upon Israel ending its occupation and 
withdrawing from Occupied Palestinian Territories including East Jerusalem; notes with 
alarm that since the Annapolis Conference intended to introduce a final status 
agreement, the number of housing units in illegal settlements in the West Bank has 
actually increased; believes that the wide international acknowledgement of Palestinian 
human, national, legal and political rights as reflected in UN resolutions, the Geneva 
Convention and ICJ opinion must urgently be acted upon and realised; urges the 
Government to ensure that the UK, EU and UN policy reflects this urgency; and also 
urges both the incoming US President and the next Israeli leader not to wait until the end 
of their terms of office to recognise their own responsibilities to achieve a just settlement 
in line with these principles, and in negotiation with the Palestinians, to secure an 
independent state of Palestine alongside the state of Israel. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37222&SESSION=899  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0013.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0013.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0018.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081210/debtext/81210-0018.htm
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37222&SESSION=899
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Security situation in Israel (231) James Arbuthnot – That this House notes with 
concern the deteriorating security situation in Israel's southern communities of Ashkelon, 
Sderot and the western Negav; condemns the firing of over 200 rockets and mortars, 
including long-range Katyusha rockets, from the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip since 5 
November 2008; recognises the toll these rocket attacks are taking on the people of 
Sderot in particular, two thirds of whom suffer post-traumatic stress disorder and whose 
lives are shaped by warning sirens and bomb shelters; acknowledges Hamas' violation of 
the ceasefire with Israel and its deliberate launching of rockets from populated areas into 
civilian territory; denounces the continued digging of tunnels in Gaza to smuggle arms, 
military equipment and militants into the territory to launch further attacks against Israel; 
further recognises the critical humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip; calls for rapid 
improvement in the humanitarian and economic circumstances of the Gazan people; 
urges Hamas to stop the rocket and mortar attacks in order that Israel can at all times 
keep the crossings into Gaza open; welcomes the Foreign Secretary's recent visit to 
Sderot, Israel and the Palestinian Territories, as well as his efforts on behalf of the 
Government to meet and work with those people who seek a just and peaceful resolution 
to the conflict; further recognises that the US-led Annapolis process has produced 
progress to date; and believes this represents the best opportunity to turn the two state 
solution into a reality. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37229&SESSION=899  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
08/sor1210-02.htm#Col13263 
Includes: 

Col 13267 

Sandra White (Glasgow) (SNP): … Article 13(1) states: 
"Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of 
each state." 
and article 13(2) states that 
"Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 
country." 
In referring to those articles, I draw members' attention to the creation of the state of 
Israel which, by coincidence, is also 60 years old today. I will point out some of its actions 
that are against articles 13(1) and 13(2). In the west bank in Palestine, Palestinians do 
not have freedom of movement or the right to residence. Instead, they are confined to 
certain areas and must go through checkpoints that are manned by Israeli soldiers. They 
sometimes wait for hours at a checkpoint just to visit their families. That is directly against 
article 13(1). Parliament must highlight those issues as best we can, as this debate will 
do. 
As I said, Article 13(2) states that 
"Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 
country." 
People who live in Gaza, within the country of Palestine, are not allowed to leave their 
country. If they manage by good fortune to leave their country, they are not allowed back 
in, which is directly against the declaration. The Scottish Parliament has a duty not only 
to Scotland but to the world and to all human beings to ensure that we highlight that 
infringement of people's basic human rights. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
08/sor1210-02.htm#Col13267 
 
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37229&SESSION=899
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-08/sor1210-02.htm#Col13263
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-08/sor1210-02.htm#Col13263
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Col 13270 

Hugh O'Donnell (Central Scotland) (LD): … 60 years on, the declaration is better 
observed in its breaking than in its keeping in too many parts of the world. Other 
members referred to Darfur, the Democratic Republic of Congo and other locations. 
However, I make no apology for using the debate to highlight an all-too-often ignored 
scenario that has slipped off the media agenda. I am talking about Gaza. 
I want, through this debate, to encourage all human rights organisations to focus their 
attentions on raising the profile of the situation of the people of Gaza. I went there 
recently with Sandra White and Pauline McNeill and we saw for ourselves the extent to 
which the human rights of the people of Gaza are being abused. In Gaza, 46 per cent of 
the children suffer from anaemia and large numbers of people cannot leave the area, 
which is contrary to the convention articles to which Sandra White referred. That is surely 
a clear breach of the international declaration. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
08/sor1210-02.htm#Col13270 
 
Col 13278 

The Minister for Community Safety (Fergus Ewing): … Rightly, many members have 
taken the opportunity to set out their views on the situation in other parts of the world, not 
least Israel, Zimbabwe and Gaza. They are quite right to do so and to use the platform 
that today's debate provides to raise their concerns. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
08/sor1210-02.htm#Col13278  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Office of National Statistics 

Proposals for the 2011 census announced  
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/cenwp1208.pdf  
 
2011 Census White Paper (England and Wales only) 
p51 proposed "ethnicity" question  
p52 proposed "religion" and "national identity" questions 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-questionnaire-content/2011-
census-white-paper--english-.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government/General Register Office for Scotland 

2011 Census plans unveiled   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/12/11142331 
 
Scotland's census 2011: A Government statement 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files2/the-census/e0043545-scotlands-census-
2011/e0043545-scotlands-census-2011.pdf 
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Consultations       (closing date)  

 Monitoring of Cross-border charities (23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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