
 
1 

 

 

9 December 2008 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Community Relations 

        Holocaust 
 

     Israel 

              Consultations 

   

 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

House of Lords debate on the Queen's speech (3rd day – business and the economy) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81208-
0002.htm#0812087000034  

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Greg Hands (173) Press Complaints Commission and Giles Coren – That this House 
notes with great sadness the decision of the Press Complaints Commission (PCC) to 
refuse to take action in the case of Giles Coren's article of 26 July 2008 published in The 
Times and supports the Federation of Poles in Great Britain in maintaining that the use of 
offensive words such as `polack' and the statement that Poles ` ... used to amuse 
themselves at Easter by locking Jews in the synagogue and setting fire to it' should most 
certainly be condemned and fall within the remit of the PCC; and, while saluting the 
dignified response of Her Excellency the Polish Ambassador, acknowledges the great 
pain and distress caused by this article to the Polish community in the UK and beyond. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37165&SESSION=899  
 

 

UK Ministerial Statement 

Counter-terrorism and Resilience Report (Government Response) 
The Secretary of State for Defence (Mr. John Hutton): In July 2007, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for East Kilbride, Strathaven and Lesmahagow (Mr. Ingram) was 
asked to undertake a detailed study into the role of the Ministry of Defence in counter-
terrorism and resilience. The then Secretary of State for Defence announced its 
completion in July. This statement sets out the Government response. 
The report reinforces a central theme of the national security strategy—that there can be 
no simple distinction between defence and wider security or domestic and overseas 
considerations. Counter-terrorism and resilience require an integrated approach. 
Government Departments must work ever more closely together and with other 
stakeholders to overcome institutional barriers, including in respect of funding. This 
includes Defence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81208-0002.htm#0812087000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81208-0002.htm#0812087000034
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My right hon. Friend has looked at the full range of defence capabilities and at all of our 
linkages with other organisations. In outline, the report endorses the approach that the 
primary focus for Defence’s counter-terrorism contribution should continue to be 
overseas, with any role in the UK restricted to the provision of niche capabilities to the 
civil authorities or augmentation in times of emergency. The emphasis is on the 
increasing use of “smart” power to gain strategic insight and intelligence and to develop 
relationships which enable work across all strands of the Government’s counter-terrorism 
strategy. Within the UK the report concludes that Defence should continue to provide 
specialist support to police forces, and that it should be strengthened including through 
an enhanced exercise programme. 
The study has found that we could make more of some of our strengths, such as in 
strategic planning, education and research and development. In that context, we may 
have more to offer on protective security and planning support on security for the 2012 
Olympic games. 
I welcome and agree in principle the 29 recommendations outlined in the report. They 
complement the development of a classified defence capabilities compendium which we 
have provided to those who may call upon support from Defence. The recommendations 
will be implemented across Government, co-ordinated and developed where necessary 
by the national security secretariat. The security classification prevents us from 
publishing the report in full, but the Defence Committee has been given access to the 
report as part of their inquiry into national security and resilience. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081208/wmstext/81208
m0001.htm#0812089000017  
 

 

UK Government Press Release  

Cabinet Office: Office of the Third Sector 
Independent research into licensing public charitable collections 
The Office of the Third Sector today announced plans to commission independent 
research into the licensing system for public charitable collections.  
The Government aims to develop a new licensing scheme for public charitable 
collections that will facilitate responsible fundraising and at the same time deter bogus 
collections and prevent any nuisance to the public.   
For more information see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_releases/081209_research.aspx  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Members Bill Proposal 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 

 
 

Scottish Parliament Petition 

e-petition by George B Anderson, on behalf of the Militant Retired, calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to hold a referendum on assisted dying and 
for there to be a debate in Parliament on this issue.   
http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/view_petition.asp?PetitionID=296 
 

Background information 
http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/view_backgroundinfo.asp?PetitionID=296 
 

Discussion forum 
http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/discuss_petition.asp?PetitionID=296 
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Community Relations 

Downing Street Press Release  

PM sends Eid Al-Adha greetings 
Gordon Brown has sent a message to British Muslims as they celebrate the festival of 
Eid Al-Adha. 
Message from the Prime Minister to mark Eid Al-Adha 
During this Feast of Sacrifice our thoughts turn to what it means for Muslims to perform 
Hajj and what this act of pilgrimage and devotion means for everyone who wants to learn 
from the great tradition of Islam. 
For me, the inspirational thing about the act of Hajj is the great restlessness it shows in 
the Ummah - the great stirrings for justice that reside in the Muslim heart. When people 
are drawn from each corner of the world, inspired by a shared and ancient ideal to act as 
one in the service of a better world - then it summons in us a truly modern hope that we 
can build a global society characterised by fairness and cooperation and respect. 
At this special time for the Muslim community we can also reflect upon and celebrate the 
tremendous contributions of British Muslims to our national life. 
Please accept my warm best wishes, and those of the whole government, on this 
auspicious occasion of Eid Al-Adha. 
Eid Mubarak. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17723  
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Holocaust 

UK Early Day Motion 

Bob Spink (177) UN Genocide Convention 60th Anniversary – That this House notes 
that on 9 December, meetings in the House on the continuing persecution of minorities 
will mark the 60th anniversary of the UN Genocide Convention; further notes that 
organiser Raphael Lemkin is inspired by the genocide of Armenians and Assyrians in 
1915, the subsequent massacre of Assyrians at the birth of modern Iraq, and his 
personal experience following the invasion of Poland; further notes that the Government 
has never consulted any reliable genocide scholars; and urges the Government to 
honour Raphael Lemkin's work by changing its untenable position of denial of the 
Armenian and Assyrian genocide. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37169&SESSION=899  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

William Hague (Richmond (Yorks)): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, when the proposed meeting of Israeli and Palestinian leaders in 
London in December 2008 is scheduled to take place; whether representatives of any 
other countries will be invited to attend; what the objectives of the meeting are; and if he 
will make a statement. (148) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81209w01.htm  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17723
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37169&SESSION=899
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81209w01.htm
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UK Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081208/wmstext/81208m0
001.htm#0812089000019 

includes: 
Col 29WS 

The Minister for Europe (Caroline Flint) … 
Middle East 
The Council will discuss the renewed EU action strategy for peace in the Middle East, 
recognising the need for a comprehensive regional approach utilising the Arab peace 
initiative. Ministers will reaffirm the EU’s commitment to focus on supporting Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations and assisting Palestinian state building efforts. 
We expect Council conclusions to: condemn all violence; urge a halt to new settlement 
activities; and call for an urgent improvement in the Gaza humanitarian situation, the 
release of Gilad Shalit and an increase in the numbers of Palestinian prisoners released. 
The Council will confirm that the Middle East Peace Process is a top priority for the EU 
and will remain so into 2009, and urge the next US Administration to participate in early 
engagement on this issue. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081208/wmstext/81208
m0002.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    (closing date) 

** New or updated this week 

Monitoring of Cross-border charities (23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
** End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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