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Immigration and Asylum (continued) 

UK Parliament Questions 

Work Permits 
Vicky Foxcroft [48315] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps her Department is taking to reduce the time taken to issue work permits for foreign 
workers. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: The published service standard for resolving non-
settlement visa applications is within 15 working days. 
For applications submitted within the UK applicants applying under Tier 2 of the 
Points Based System can choose between a same-day, ten-day or eight week 
service. 
Where an application is complex and likely to take longer than the advertised 
processing times, UK Visas and Immigration will contact the applicant to inform 
them of this. Customer service is a key priority for UK Visas and Immigration, and 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the application process is kept under regular 
review. Customers now apply and pay online in addition to being able to make 
appointments to submit their documents and biometrics at visa application centres 
in over 200 locations around the world. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48315/  
 

Immigration: EU Nationals 
Madeleine Moon [48382] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
pursuant to her oral contribution of 10 October 2016, Official Report, column 62, how an 
EU citizen demonstrates their having lived in the UK for five or more years; how 
citizenship is claimed after six years; which Department will be responsible for confirming 
the right to (a) remain and (b) citizenship; what certification of these rights will be 
provided; what estimate she has made of the cost to the applicant of that process; and if 
she will make a statement. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: We wish to guarantee the rights of EU citizens 
already in the UK, and the only circumstances in which this would not be possible 
would be if British citizens’ rights in EU Member States were not protected on a 
reciprocal basis. 
The UK is currently a member of the EU, and remains one until Article 50 
negotiations have concluded. This means EU law continues to apply. Although not 
mandatory, after 5 years of continuous and lawful residence in the UK, EU 
citizens may apply for a document to confirm their EU right to reside in the UK 
permanently. Further information is available here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-document-certifying-
permanent-residence-or-permanent-residence-card-form-eea-pr  
In terms of British citizenship, under UK law, EU nationals who are married to or 
the civil partner of a British citizen can apply for naturalisation as a British citizen 
once they have obtained permanent residence in the UK. 
Other EU nationals may apply for a certificate of naturalisation once they have 
resided in the UK for six years. This because they need to show they have 
completed 12 months of residence in the UK free of immigration time restrictions 
once they have acquired a permanent right to reside. 
Further guidance on the application process to naturalise as a British citizen is 
available via the link below: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-naturalise-as-a-british-
citizen-form-an  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48382/  
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Calais Camps: Unaccompanied Minors 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 
planned demolition of the refugee camps in Calais by 31 October, what steps they are 
taking to ensure that all unaccompanied minors are registered and considered for 
settlement in the United Kingdom before that date. 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of 
Trafford): No date for completing the demolition of the camps has been specified. 
However, Home Office teams have been deployed to France to speed up the 
identification process. We will transfer as many as possible of the children who 
qualify under the Dublin regulations before the start of the clearance, and in the 
coming weeks we will start to transfer other unaccompanied refugee children 
under Section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016. 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno: … I am sure we all welcome the 14 children who were 
received here two or three days ago, but I am told that that currently leaves 1,020 
unaccompanied children in Calais. Fourteen have come here, so there are only 1,006 left 
to accommodate. Is there a plan to ensure that every one of those 1,006 will be 
registered and given the opportunity to apply to enter the UK under the Dubs 
amendment? With the coming winter, surely we cannot leave any children open to 
exploitation, hunger and homelessness when we have the opportunity to fulfil their 
needs. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: It is estimated that there are 
approximately 1,300 children in the camps in Calais and that about a third of that 
number may be eligible to come here under either Dubs or Dublin. As I have said 
to the House on previous occasions, since the beginning of the year 140 children 
have qualified under the Dublin regulations and most of them have been 
transferred. In addition, this week 14 children were transferred on Monday, 13 on 
Tuesday and 12 today, so the actual number is estimated to be around three 
times the number that the noble Lord has stated. However, whether under Dubs 
or Dublin, we are absolutely determined to get those children here. The noble 
Lord will know—because I have stated it previously—that the Home Secretary 
regularly presses for those children, first, to be brought here and, secondly, if they 
are not here, to be put in places of safety before the camp is cleared. 

Baroness Gardner of Parkes: My Lords, a lot of dissatisfaction has been expressed in 
the paper today with people saying that these are adults rather than children. The paper 
went on to say that the best way of identifying age is through a dental examination, as 
wisdom teeth are highly significant, and that is why I am asking this question. It also said 
that a dental examination could not be done without parental consent, although of course 
various X-rays can be done without even opening a child’s mouth. There is something 
very strange about that. I wonder why it has not been possible to come to an agreement 
whereby, if you want to come in, you are obliged to give consent to be checked regarding 
your age. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: … We are working very closely with 
the French authorities and their partner agencies to ensure that all those who 
come to the UK from the camps are eligible under the Dublin regulations. All 
individuals referred to the UK authorities by the FTDA are interviewed by French 
and UK officials and, where credible and clear documentary evidence of age is 
not available, criteria including physical appearance and demeanour are used as 
part of the interview process to assess age. That is the process in France and I 
want noble Lords to be quite clear that we are bound by the French system of 
assessing age in France. When those children come to the UK, we do not use 
dental X-rays to confirm the ages of those seeking asylum. The British Dental 
Association is vigorously  opposed to them and has described them as inaccurate,  
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

inappropriate and unethical. 
Lord Clinton-Davis: Will the Minister assure the House that no minors are being treated 
illiberally or will be in the future? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: The noble Lord is absolutely right to 
ask that. We are primarily seeking to ensure that no minor is made more 
vulnerable in France, and that when they come here they are properly looked after 
in accordance with the safeguarding laws in this country, which are very stringent. 
That is exactly what we seek to do.  

Lord Hylton: The Minister will correct me if I am wrong, but my understanding is that 
there is only one British official permanently in Calais for liaison with the French 
authorities, and only one official of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. Surely that 
is inadequate, and surely the need for competent interpreters must be properly 
addressed. Does the Minister agree? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: What I can agree is that the number 
of officials in France is changing in accordance with the numbers needed in 
various roles. We have a permanent dedicated Dublin unit in the Home Office. In 
addition, on Monday, we sent nine officials to France to assist. I repeat again: we 
are guided by the French and by French law; we cannot do any more than that. 
We would not seek to usurp French law in trying to make the situation better for 
those children who we seek to help. 

Lord Dubs: … It is good news that child refugees are coming to Britain. I wish that we 
had had these statements several months ago, but it is happening now. I simply ask the 
Minister to assure us that all pressure is being brought to bear on the French 
Government, because I understand that they have a part to play in assessing the other 
children who come under the Immigration Act. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: I thank the noble Lord for his words 
and for the time that we spend regularly now speaking to each other about the 
situation in Calais and elsewhere in Europe. Not only is every pressure being 
brought to bear, but we are trying very hard to work with the French and not 
against French law. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-19/debates/CAB386FD-A8DB-4D80-99A5-
EC4AB94B6B69/CalaisCampsUnaccompaniedMinors  
 

Child Refugees: Age Checks 
Philip Davies: To ask the Minister for Immigration if he will make a statement on what 
age checks are being carried out on child refugees to ensure they are children. 

Reply from the Minister for Immigration (Robert Goodwill): I thank my hon. 
Friend for tabling this urgent question, which enables us to put the Government’s 
position on the record. 
I can reassure my hon. Friend that we work closely with the French authorities to 
ensure that the cases applying to come to the UK qualify under Dublin, including 
in terms of conducting an age assessment where necessary. All individuals are 
referred to the UK authorities by France terre d’asile—the FTDA, which is a non-
governmental organisation—and are then interviewed by French and UK officials. 
Where credible and clear documentary evidence of age is not available—the pace 
at which these children have fled situations of war and persecution means that 
many do not have any definitive documentary evidence—then we will use criteria, 
including physical appearance and demeanour, to assess age as part of the 
interview process. 
My officials are working in difficult circumstances in Calais to ensure that 
vulnerable children are safeguarded. There has been significant media coverage 
over the last week questioning the appearance of those admitted to the UK. I think  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-19/debates/CAB386FD-A8DB-4D80-99A5-EC4AB94B6B69/CalaisCampsUnaccompaniedMinors
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-19/debates/CAB386FD-A8DB-4D80-99A5-EC4AB94B6B69/CalaisCampsUnaccompaniedMinors
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

we would all agree that teenagers’ appearances vary widely, and my officials and 
all the agencies working in these difficult circumstances have the safety and 
welfare of the young people in mind. 
This week has also reopened the old debate about the value of dental X-rays and 
medical tests to determine an individual’s age. A significant number of experts 
have spoken out against such checks. The British Dental Association has 
described them as “inaccurate, inappropriate and unethical”. The Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health has said that the margin of error can sometimes be 
as much as five years either side with medical tests and Doctors of the World UK 
has called the idea “unethical and unnecessary”. That is why the Home Office 
does not use dental X-rays to confirm the ages of those seeking asylum in the UK. 
The House should also note that, legally, we cannot force anyone to undergo 
such a check. That is why officials are trained to assess age. I want to be clear 
that where we believe someone is clearly over 18, they will be refused. Indeed, 
the information I have today suggests that around 10% of cases referred to us on 
this basis are being refused in France. 
We have made significant progress to bring to the UK those children with family 
members. We are absolutely determined to get those children here, but I would 
call on all Members of the House, the media and the public to respect the privacy 
of these vulnerable young people. 

Philip Davies: … Surely it cannot be necessary to explain why it is important that child 
refugees are actually children. We agreed to take in child refugees, so surely it is not too 
much to ask that the Government ensure that they are children. But clearly this is not the 
case: people only have to see the pictures of the so-called child refugees to see that 
many of them are not children. The Home Office has admitted that two thirds of people 
claiming to be child refugees are shown to be not children. Even the charities have had 
to accept this, trying to explain that people who are clearly older were translators, only to 
be told that they were not translators at all, but were claiming to be child refugees. A 
large number of my constituents have contacted me to say how angry they are that we 
are being taken for fools and taken for a ride, and that our generosity is being abused. 
Does the Minister not understand that unless a grip is taken on this, it will do irreparable 
damage to public confidence in the asylum system? 
The Minister has said that carrying out dental checks would be not only unethical but 
unreliable. However, the Government’s own website, in the UK Visas and Immigration 
section on “Assessing age”, under “Dental age assessments or x-ray reports”, says: 
“In some instances, applicants will submit reports from dental consultants based on a 
detailed assessment of dental development. The margin of error in determining age 
through this process is approximately plus or minus 2 years”, 
and prays in aid the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. It continues: 
“This means there will be cases where such reports should be given considerable 
weight—for example because the applicant’s claimed age is within the possible range.” 
The Home Office is already saying on its website that dental checks should be given 
considerable weight. How on earth can they be unreliable and unethical in this case, 
when they are being touted on the Government’s website as sensible? What checks are 
being made by the Government? 
Finally, if somebody claims to be 14, do we just accept it and send them to a local school, 
with all the obvious safeguarding issues that would be involved if they were adults? The 
Government owe the British public and genuine child refugees a promise to get a grip on 
this situation. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: My hon. Friend needs to be aware that both the 
Dublin regulation and section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016—the so-called Dubs 
amendment — define  children  as  those  under  the  age  of  18.  Indeed, a  large  
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

number of those in the camps are both male and 16 or 17-year-olds, and we have 
never tried to mislead anyone about that particular fact. 
The criterion being used at this stage for the Dublin children is family connections 
in the UK. Those children are our priority and they are the ones we have seen 
being brought across this week. Further children will be brought across, and some 
of that initial assessment will enable further work to be done, including 
fingerprinting. If there are cases where, for example, the person concerned has 
been brought to the attention of a European immigration authority or has applied 
for a visa somewhere in the world to come to the UK, we will be able to have 
further information, so that work is being done. 
The age issue can arise because of Home Office concerns about the claimed age 
or because the individual does not accept the initial assessment process. Where 
there is doubt, the individual will be referred to a local authority children’s services 
department for a careful, case-law compliant age assessment and will be treated 
as a child while the outcome is awaited. Local authorities have a statutory duty to 
ensure that they safeguard and promote the welfare of children under section 11 
of the Children Act 2004, regardless of their immigration status or nationality. This 
safeguards the individual who is required to undergo an age assessment and 
safeguards children already in the care population from the presence of an adult 
being placed in the same living accommodation. … 

To continue reading the very lengthy question and answer session see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-21/debates/13F98FF0-997D-428D-
AF64-8CB5C254FDD4/ChildRefugeesAgeChecks  
 

Child Refugees: Age Checks 
Lord Young of Cookham repeated the first answer above given to the House of 
Commons by the Minister for Immigration, Robert Goodwill.  
Lord Rosser: … We welcome the reference in the Answer to the statements made by 
the British Dental Association, the Royal College of Paediatricians and Doctors of the 
World UK in the light of the pressures from some political figures to use dental X-rays 
and medical tests as age checks, rather than to concentrate our energies on welcoming 
and supporting unaccompanied children coming to this country under the Dublin 
regulations and the Dubs amendment. 
We also welcome that, after some months of little obvious action, there now appears to 
be much greater urgency on the part of the Government to physically move eligible 
unaccompanied children to this country. By when will all children eligible to come to this 
country under the Dublin regulations have arrived here, particularly in the light of the 
imminent demolition of the camp at Calais? How many such children have arrived so far, 
how many are still to come and what information is there on the breakdown of the 
originating countries from which they have come? Likewise, what are the latest 
comparable figures, and information on the breakdown of originating countries, for 
unaccompanied vulnerable children who have come here, and are still expected to come, 
under the Dubs amendment? 
Finally, to get the figures in perspective, will the Government give their own estimate, and 
the estimate presumably given to them by the road haulage industry, of the number of 
those entering the country illegally each day—adults as well as children—across the 
English Channel in heavy goods vehicles? 

Reply from Lord Young of Cookham: I am grateful to the noble Lord for his 
support for our position on dental checks, and I agree with what he said about the 
importance of welcoming those who come to this country through very difficult 
circumstances. 
So far this year 140 children have arrived  under  the Dublin convention,  about 80  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-21/debates/13F98FF0-997D-428D-AF64-8CB5C254FDD4/ChildRefugeesAgeChecks
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-21/debates/13F98FF0-997D-428D-AF64-8CB5C254FDD4/ChildRefugeesAgeChecks
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

of whom have come from France. That is the figure up to 1 October, so it 
excludes those who have arrived this week, and it compares with a figure of about 
20 last year. 
So far as the number of children still to come is concerned, it is estimated that 
about 1,300 children are still in Calais, but of course not all those will qualify to 
come here under the Dublin convention. It is the Government’s intention that all 
those children who are entitled to come to this country under the convention 
should have been processed and have arrived here before the camp is removed 
by the French authorities. That intention was set out in a statement by the Home 
Secretary earlier this month. I do not have to hand the data that the noble Lord 
has asked for on the originating countries of those who have arrived under Dublin, 
or indeed under the Dubs amendment, but I will let him have them if they are 
available. 
The noble Lord asked about those who have arrived illegally. On top of the 140 
who arrived under the Dublin convention, up to June this year 3,472 
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children arrived in this country, most of them via 
Calais—a figure that is up by about 54% compared with last year. Those are the 
ones who clearly arrived other than through the appropriate routes. … 

To continue reading the very lengthy question and answer session see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-21/debates/7A6AC310-48BA-434F-AD40-
C9D99C66BA6C/ChildRefugeesAgeChecks  
 

Calais: Child Refugees 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are 
taking to fulfil the obligation under the Immigration Act 2016 to accept unaccompanied 
child refugees before the camps at Calais and Dunkirk are demolished on 31 October.  

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of 
Trafford): My Lords, the camp clearance is now under way. Home Office teams 
have been deployed to France to support the identification, assessment and 
transfer of eligible children to the UK. We transferred as many children as 
possible who qualified under the Dublin regulation before the camp clearance 
began, and we began transfers of other unaccompanied refugee children under 
Section 67 of the Immigration Act 2016 over the weekend. Transfers of those who 
qualify under the Dublin regulations and those who meet the wider criteria of 
Section 67 of the Immigration Act are ongoing. 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno: We all welcome the child refugees. However, can the 
Minister say why it has taken more than 12 months for us to reach here? We have 
argued week after week, and yet until a few days before the demolition of the camps the 
answer was, “We can’t accept them”. Why was that? Can we have a guarantee that in 
the future, every single child who is in Calais or Dunkirk on the last day will be found a 
place here in the United Kingdom? Before I finish, I thank all those wonderful volunteers 
who have given so much of their time and expertise to get this act together. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: I join the noble Lord in thanking all 
the volunteers and everyone who has been involved, including local authorities 
here, in expediting the process of getting children to this country. Why has it not 
happened sooner? I have explained several times now at this Dispatch Box that 
we have been reliant on several aspects of process to get the children transferred 
here, not least the lists we provide to the French through the NGOs. Those have 
now been forthcoming and have been released to us, and the process has 
started, albeit quite late in the day. But the point is that the process is well under 
way now as the camp begins to be cleared, and many of those children are now 
here. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-21/debates/7A6AC310-48BA-434F-AD40-C9D99C66BA6C/ChildRefugeesAgeChecks
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-21/debates/7A6AC310-48BA-434F-AD40-C9D99C66BA6C/ChildRefugeesAgeChecks
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Baroness Uddin: Can the Minister say what provisions are being made to ensure that 
child protection services are available at the points of entry? I also commend the work of 
all the social workers who have contributed to some of the assessments, making sure 
that vulnerable children who have already suffered a huge crisis in their personal lives 
are not prey to paedophilia. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: The noble Baroness raises an 
important question. These children might be subject not only to paedophilia but to 
other types of trafficking and abuse, not least child labour, which may become rife 
if they are not safe and secure. As the noble Baroness will know, child protection 
is absolutely the top priority for the children that are in state care in this country. 
While those children are in France, they are subject to the child protection laws of 
France, which we respect as being quite closely aligned with our laws. In addition, 
a significant number of our staff went there over the weekend so that those 
children are protected during the camp clearance process. … 

To continue reading the very lengthy question and answer session see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-24/debates/B7288D62-0292-493D-9C5F-
18D8E947AD77/CalaisChildRefugees  
 

Refugees: Syria 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Geoffrey Cox [48244] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
integrated processes between services in the UK have been organised to receive Syrian 
child refugees from Calais. 

Refugees: Calais 
Geoffrey Cox [48246] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
recent progress has been made on reaching an agreement on receiving children to the 
UK from the Calais camps. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: On 10 October, the Home Secretary met with 
French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve to discuss a range of issues, 
including the proposed clearance of the camp in Calais. 
The UK Government has made clear its commitment to transfer from Europe to 
the UK unaccompanied refugee children under the 2016 Immigration Act, and 
ensure those with close links to the UK are brought here using the Dublin 
Regulation, where it is in their best interests. Home Office teams are being 
deployed to France over the coming weeks to work with the French authorities to 
speed up the identification and transfer of eligible cases. These children originate 
from a number of countries including Syria. 
We are consulting with local authorities in the UK to establish their capacity to host 
more unaccompanied children, ensuring we have the right accommodation and 
support for those who may be brought to the UK from Europe. The National 
Transfer Scheme has been established to promote a fairer distribution of caring 
responsibilities across the country in a way that protects the best interests of all 
children. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48244/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48246/  
 

Refugees: Children 
Lord Hylton [HL2115] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the outcome of the 
recent  meeting  between   the   Children’s   Commissioners   for   England   and   France  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-24/debates/B7288D62-0292-493D-9C5F-18D8E947AD77/CalaisChildRefugees
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-24/debates/B7288D62-0292-493D-9C5F-18D8E947AD77/CalaisChildRefugees
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48244/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48244/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48246/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48246/
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

concerning unaccompanied refugee children in Calais and elsewhere, in particular on 
identifying and processing such children. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: Anne Longfield, the Children’s 
Commissioner, has met her French counterpart, Mme Avenard, Défenseure des 
enfants, adjointe du Défenseur des droits on a number of occasions to collaborate 
on work to encourage the French authorities to afford better protection to lone 
child asylum-seekers in France and particularly those who might have rights to 
transfer to the UK either under the Dublin III agreement or Lord Dubs’ Amendment 
115 to the Immigration Bill. 
The Children’s Commissioners have discussed expediting the registering, 
processing, safeguarding and provision of support to lone child asylum seekers in 
France and particularly those in the camp in Calais. Discussions have resulted in 
Mme Avenard raising concerns with the French Government and also with Anne 
Longfield raising issues with the Governments in France and the UK. 
The Commissioners previously met in England on 28 September. Mme Avenard 
was interested in seeing the way in which unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children are registered and assessed in the UK and she accompanied Anne 
Longfield to the Kent Intake Unit, the dedicated children’s unit in Dover in which 
many children are assessed and processed. They also discussed the process 
under which children are transferred from Kent Intake Unit into local authority 
care. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2115/  
 

Refugees: Children 
Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead [HL2253] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is 
their response to the UN report, published in September, that more than 3.7 million 
school-aged refugee children have no school to go to. 

Reply from Lord Bates: The UK directly supports a number of bilateral education 
programmes for refugees providing indirect support through multilateral 
contributions to organisations such as UNHCR. Specifically on the Syria crisis, in 
2015/16 UK Aid, as part of the No Lost Generation Initiative (NLGI), has provided 
nearly 392,000 children in Syria and the wider region with formal education and 
nearly 95,000 with non-formal education. Additional psychological support has 
been provided to nearly 199,000 children, and 350,000 text books to children in 
Lebanon, nearly 100,000 of which are Syrian refugees. 
The UK has been instrumental in creating a new global fund for education in 
emergencies and protracted crises – called ‘Education Cannot Wait’ – which was 
launched at the World Humanitarian Summit in May this year. This fund will 
support displaced children to access quality education, as part of its wider 
mandate to improve education in emergency and crises affected countries. The 
UK pledged £30million for two years to the fund, as the largest founding donor, 
which will contribute towards the fund reaching 4.5 million children in its first two 
years. The UK also supports research on refugee education, education in 
emergencies and through a new partnership with the World Bank on their Global 
Program on Forced Displacement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-12/HL2253/  
 

Refugees: Children 
Stella Creasey [49283] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
the process is by which  unaccompanied child refugees are considered for transfer to the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2115/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2115/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-12/HL2253/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-12/HL2253/
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

UK from refugee camps in Europe; and what the verification process is for confirming the 
identity and date of birth of an unaccompanied child refugee. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: Under the Dublin Regulation, where an 
unaccompanied asylum seeking child has close family members in the UK, 
another Member State may make a transfer request for the UK to consider their 
asylum claim, which is then considered and if verified, accepted by the UK. In 
addition, we are working closely with the French, Greek and Italian authorities as 
well as UNHCR, Unicef and NGOs to identify unaccompanied refugee children 
who do not have family in the UK but who may qualify for transfer under the 
provisions of S67 of the Immigration Act 2016. 
All individuals being considered for transfer will be assessed for age. Where 
credible and clear documentary evidence of age is not available, criteria including 
physical appearance and demeanour are used as part of the interview process to 
assess age. Once in the UK there is also the option of requesting a further local 
authority age assessment, which must be case law compliant and approved by 
two social workers. Basic security checks are conducted on all individuals prior to 
arrival, with further verification carried out once in the UK. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-18/49283/  
 

Refugees: Abuse 
Anne McLaughlin [48325] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
information her Department holds on the number of investigations conducted into 
allegations by service users that they have suffered abuse or harassment from Compass 
asylum accommodation contractor or sub-contractor staff; in what year each such 
investigation was carried out; and what the outcome of each such investigation was. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: The Home Office and our accommodation 
providers take complaints extremely seriously and have robust procedures in 
place to investigate and resolve when specific information is received. 
Service Users are encouraged to report issues to their COMPASS provider in the 
first instance for them to resolve, however Service Users or their representatives 
can also raise complaints or concerns directly to the Home Office via the contract 
compliance teams who inspect properties, or through the Home Office's Asylum 
Customer Contact Centre. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48325/  
 

Asylum 
Vicky Foxcroft [48324] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
provision her Department makes for asylum seekers who require documents from their 
country of origin to normalise their immigration status. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: All asylum seekers are expected to provide any 
documents they have as part of the asylum process. We do not expect asylum 
seekers to contact the authorities of their country of origin while their claim is 
being processed. Where refugee status is granted, a Biometric Residence Permit 
is issued. This provides immigration status details. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48324/  
 

Asylum: Scotland 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Stuart McDonald [48426]  To ask the  Secretary of State for the Home Department, what  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-18/49283/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-18/49283/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48325/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48325/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48324/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48324/
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

funding her Department is providing for costs associated with (a) health services and (b) 
civil legal advice and assistance in Scotland for expenditure consequential on dispersing 
asylum seekers to Scotland. 
Stuart McDonald [48462] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
expenditure her Department made and what funding it provided to the Scottish 
Government in 2015-16 for the provision to dispersed asylum seekers in Scotland of (a) 
health services and (b) civil legal advice and assistance and civil legal aid. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: Health in Scotland is a devolved matter and 
therefore responsibility for funding would be with the Scottish Government. Legal 
aid in Scotland is the responsibility of the Scotland Legal Aid Board, an executive 
non-departmental public body of the Scottish Government. 
To ensure statutory duties are met, Home Office funds local migration 
partnerships to support inter-agency planning of central funded public services for 
asylum seekers. It also offers 'signposting', independent advice to asylum seekers 
so they can access health and legal aid, under a contract with Migrant Help. It is 
however, out with the jurisdiction of Home Office to directly fund health care and 
legal aid. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48426/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48462/  
 

Asylum: Children 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Deidre Brock [46819] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the 
average time is between application for asylum and transfer to the UK for 
unaccompanied children in Europe who are accepted for humanitarian protection under 
the Dublin regulation. 
Deidre Brock [46739] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps the Government is taking to ensure that unaccompanied refugee children in 
Europe with an existing family connection in the UK have their asylum under the Dublin 
Regulation processed without undue delay. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: The Government is fully committed to the efficient 
and timely operation of the Dublin Regulation and we are working closely with EU 
partners, including the French, Greek and Italian authorities to identify, assess 
and transfer children to the UK under the Dublin family reunion process. 
We have seconded a UK official to Greece; we have a long-standing secondee 
working in Italy a nd we have seconded another official to the French Interior 
Ministry to support these efforts. We have established a dedicated team in the 
Home Office Dublin Unit to lead on family reunion cases for unaccompanied 
children. 
Between 1 January and 1 October 2016 over 140 unaccompanied children were 
accepted for transfer, compared to around 20 children in the whole of 
2015.Transfer requests from Member States involving children under the Dublin 
Regulation are now generally processed within 10 days. Children can then be 
transferred within weeks and are now arriving in the UK on an almost weekly 
basis.The Home Secretary made clear on the 10th October that we will transfer as 
many minors as possible to the UK, who are eligible under the Dublin Regulation 
before the camp clearance starts. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46739/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48426/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48426/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48462/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48462/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46739/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46739/
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UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46819/  
 

Asylum: Children 
Ian Lucas [48101] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps 
her Department is taking to speed up family reunification in the UK for unaccompanied 
refugee children currently in Europe. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: Under the Immigration Act 2016, we made a 
commitment to transfer unaccompanied refugee children from Europe to the UK, 
where it is in their best interests. Between 12 May and 1 October 2016 over 50 
children who meet the criteria in the Immigration Act have been accepted for 
transfer, over 35 have already been transferred. 
We are fully committed to the implementation of Section 67 of the Immigration Act 
2016. We are in active discussions with the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), UNICEF, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 
the French, Italian and Greek Governments to strengthen and speed up 
mechanisms to identify, assess and transfer children to the UK. We have 
secondees in Greece and Italy and we have recently seconded another UK expert 
to France. 
On 10 October, the Home Secretary met with French Interior Minister Bernard 
Cazeneuve to discuss a range of issues, including the proposed clearance of the 
camp in Calais. The Home Secretary made clear that we will transfer as many 
minors as possible who have family links that would qualify under the Dublin 
Regulation before the camp clearance starts. The Home Secretary further 
emphasised that the remaining children, who may be eligible to come to the UK 
under the Dubs amendment must be moved to safe facilities where their best 
interests can be properly considered. Home Office teams are being deployed to 
France over the coming weeks to work with the French authorities to speed up the 
identification and transfer of eligible cases. 
More broadly, the family reunion provisions under the Immigration Rules allow 
children to be reunited with a parent who has been granted refugee status or 
humanitarian protection in the UK; unless the applicant and/or the family member 
should be excluded from protection or criminality thresholds apply. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-11/48101/  
 

Asylum: Children 
Daniel Zeichner [48478] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, when 
she plans to resettle the unaccompanied child refugees in Calais entitled to be in the UK. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: As stated by the Home Secretary on Monday 10 
October in Parliament, it has been agreed with the French Interior Minister that we 
should transfer from the camp as many minors as possible eligible under the 
Dublin Regulation over the next few days before clearance commences. 
It was also outlined that those children eligible for transfer to the UK under the 
Immigration Act 2016 must be looked after in safe facilities where their best 
interests are properly considered. The UK Government stands ready to help to 
fund such facilities and provide the resourcing to aid the decision making. The UK 
remains committed to upholding our humanitarian responsibilities on protecting 
minors and the most vulnerable, including children. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48478/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46819/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46819/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-11/48101/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-11/48101/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48478/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48478/
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UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Asylum: Children 
Stella Creasy [48887] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
records her Department holds of (a) children currently in Europe who potentially qualify 
for resettlement to the UK under the Dublin III convention and (b) children currently in 
Europe who potentially qualify for resettlement to the UK under section 67 of the 
Immigration Act 2016 who do not have a family member in the UK; and what the (i) dates 
are and (ii) source is from which such records were received since 1 January 2016. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: The Dublin Regulation is the mechanism to 
transfer individuals to other Member States for consideration of their asylum 
claim, rather than a mechanism for resettlement. The number of unaccompanied 
children in the process of seeking asylum in other Member States is a matter for 
individual Member States. However, our secondees in France, Greece and Italy 
are working to identify and assess eligible cases, and transfers are underway. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48887/  
 

Immigrants: Detainees 
Kate Osamor [48643] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, for what 
reasons gender-based violence has been included in the Adults at Risk guidelines to 
caseworkers under the category mental health conditions. 

Reply from Sarah Newton: The adults at risk guidelines were written specifically 
for Home Office decision makers and in a way which simply brigaded conditions 
or events (such as events of sexual or gender based violence) which may have 
impacted on an individual’s mental condition and, in turn, their suitability for 
detention. 
This does not imply that sexual or gender based violence is regarded as being 
subordinate to mental health conditions generally – it is simply an 
acknowledgment that sexual or gender based violence may have an impact on 
the individual’s mental health. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48643/  
 

Immigrants: Detainees 
Tim Farron [47658] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how much 
compensation her Department paid for the unlawful detention of individuals under 
immigration powers in each of the last three financial years; for what categories of reason 
such compensation was paid; and how many such payments were made for each such 
category of reason. 

Reply from Robert Goodwill: Our records indicate that over the past 3 financial 
years (covering 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15), that a total of £13.8 million has 
been paid out to 573 claimants, as per the below table. All of whom were paid 
compensation following a period of unlawful detention. 

Financial 
Year 

Total Unlawful Detention 
Compensation payments (£ million) 

Number of claimants for 
the last 3 financial years 

FY 2012-13 £ 5.0 195 

FY 2013-14 £ 4.8 199 

FY 2014-15 £ 4.0 179 

Caveat to provided data: This is provisional management information that is 
subject to change. It has not been assured to the standard of Official Statistics. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47658/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48887/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48887/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48643/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48643/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47658/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47658/
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UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Immigrants: Detainees 
The following four questions all received the same answer 

Baroness Hamwee [HL2176] To ask Her Majesty’s Government why, in the guidance for 
Home Office staff published on 9 September, for the purposes of assessing the mental 
health of an immigration detainee and of Rule 35 reports regarding particularly vulnerable 
detainees, a distinction is made between torture by state actors and torture by non-state 
actors. 
Baroness Hamwee [HL2178] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consultation was 
undertaken before giving guidance to Home Office officials on adults at risk in 
immigration detention to distinguish between torture by state actors and by non-state 
actors. 
Baroness Hamwee [HL2179] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether torture by a 
member of a significant violent non-state group would be regarded for the purposes of 
assessing adults at risk in immigration detention as torture by a non-state actor. 

Torture 
Baroness Hamwee [HL2177] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have any 
medical evidence, including psychiatric and psychological evidence, of the relationship 
between the trauma and other harm suffered by a victim of torture and the identity of the 
perpetrator. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: The definition of torture adopted for 
the “adults at risk in immigration detention” policy is in line with that set out in the 
United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT) although, for the purposes of the 
policy, it has been extended to cover serious harm inflicted by terrorist groups 
exploiting instability or civil war to hold territory. 
The Government adopted this definition as it most accurately reflects the need to 
protect those who are most likely to be adversely affected by detention – that is, 
those who have been harmed by the state, or by an organisation exercising 
similar control, and for whom detention is most likely to be redolent of the harm 
they have suffered. 
In order to be consistent, the same definition was applied to the reporting system 
in rule 35 of the Detention Centre Rules 2001 under which doctors working in 
immigration removal centres are required to report concerns that a detainee may 
have been the victim of torture. This has no effect on the requirement also in rule 
35 for such doctors to report where a detainee’s health is likely to be injuriously 
affected by continued detention or the conditions of detention. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2176/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2177/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2178/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2179/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Patrick Grady (582)  Upper Tribunal  (Immigration and Asylum)  decision on asylum  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2176/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2176/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2177/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2177/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2178/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2178/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2179/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2179/
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Immigration and Asylum 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion (continued) 

seekers from Eritrea – That this House welcomes the decision of the Upper Tribunal 
(Immigration and Asylum) that Government decisions to return home Eritreans of draft 
age, who have or might be suspected of having evaded or deserted national service, 
presents a real risk of persecution or serious harm; notes that Eritrea, sometimes 
described as Africa's North Korea, is a one-party state accused of appalling human rights 
abuses against its own citizens, including forced labour, compulsory and indefinite 
military service and torture; further notes those fleeing that country comprised the largest 
number of those applying for asylum in the UK in 2015, with 3,695 applicants of which 
1,319 applications were granted; is concerned for those already deported by the Home 
Office which considered it safe for Eritreans to return after leaving the country illegally; 
agrees with the Home Affairs Committee, which reported in July that the refusal of 
asylum for such people was unacceptable; and urges the Home Office to immediately 
change its Country Information and Guidance on Eritrea so those at risk know that they 
are welcome to seek refuge in the UK. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/582  
 
 

Press Releases 

Equalities and Human Rights Commission chair comments on irrational 
discussion on child migrants 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/commission-chair-comments-
irrational-discussion-child-migrants  
 
Human trafficking: more than 20 million victims worldwide 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20161014STO47261/human-
trafficking-more-than-20-million-victims-worldwide  
 
4 persistent migration challenges needing urgent action 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/4-persistent-migration-challenges-needing-urgent-action  
 
 

New Publications 

Migration Advisory Committee: annual report, 2015 to 2016 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/562454/M
AC_Annual_Report_2015-16.pdf  
 
Immigration Offences: Trends in Legislation and Criminal and Civil Enforcement 
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Briefing-
Immigration_Offences.pdf  
 
Class Acts? Examining modern slavery legislation across the UK 
http://www.antislavery.org/includes/documents/cm_docs/2016/a/atmg_class_acts_report.pdf  
 
Immigrant Housing in Europe 
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/intdossier/ewsi-analysis-immigrant-housing-in-europe 
 
Lest We Forget: First World War – Refugees Then & Now' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwGghYhxM_I  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/582
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/commission-chair-comments-irrational-discussion-child-migrants
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/commission-chair-comments-irrational-discussion-child-migrants
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20161014STO47261/human-trafficking-more-than-20-million-victims-worldwide
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20161014STO47261/human-trafficking-more-than-20-million-victims-worldwide
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/4-persistent-migration-challenges-needing-urgent-action
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/562454/MAC_Annual_Report_2015-16.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/562454/MAC_Annual_Report_2015-16.pdf
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Briefing-Immigration_Offences.pdf
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Briefing-Immigration_Offences.pdf
http://www.antislavery.org/includes/documents/cm_docs/2016/a/atmg_class_acts_report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/intdossier/ewsi-analysis-immigrant-housing-in-europe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwGghYhxM_I
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News: Policy and politics 

Sturgeon's aim of a separate immigration policy for Scotland is non-starter, say UK 
ministers 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14812036.Sturgeon__39_s_aim_of_a_separate_im
migration_policy_for_Scotland_is_non_starter__say_UK_ministers/ 
 
City of London weighs up regional visa system to avoid post-Brexit staff gaps 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/oct/20/city-of-london-weighs-up-regional-
visa-system-to-avoid-post-brexit-staff-gaps 
 
Foreign students 'not exempted from migration figures’ 
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-37722996 
 
No 10 rejects idea that foreign students should not count as immigrants 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/oct/20/students-could-be-left-out-of-
immigration-figures-ministers-hint 
 
No 10 rules out excluding foreign students from migration figures in a rebuke to 
Philip Hammond who said the public aren't worried about them 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3856318/No-10-rules-excluding-foreign-students-
migration-figures-rebuke-Philip-Hammond-said-public-aren-t-worried-them.html 
 

News: Age checks for refugee children 

Dentists condemn call for child migrants' teeth to be tested 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-37700074 
 
Migrants were small boys insists charity worker as Home Office rules out dental checks 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/14811943.Migrants_were_small_boys_insists_ch
arity_worker_as_Home_Office_rules_out_dental_checks/ 
 
Two-thirds of refugee “children” assessed as being over 18, says Home Office 
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/uk-world/301300/two-thirds-refugee-children-
assessed-18-says-home-office/ 
 
Child refugees will have ages verified if necessary, minister says 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/21/child-refugees-will-have-ages-verified-if-
necessary-minister-says 
 
Home Office rules out 'unethical' dental checks for Calais refugees 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/19/home-office-rules-out-unethical-dental-
checks-for-calais-refugees 
 
Give child refugees dental tests to verify age, says David Davies 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/19/child-refugees-dental-tests-verify-age-
david-davies 
 
The Calais child refugees need help – not trial by press in row over ages 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/19/calais-child-refugees-need-help-not-trial-
press-row-ages 
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News: Age checks for refugee children (continued) 

How-old.net no real indicator of age, says Microsoft amid child refugee row 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/oct/19/how-oldnet-no-real-indicator-of-age-
says-microsoft-amid-child-refugee-row 
 
Home Office rules out 'inaccurate, inappropriate and unethical' dental checks to 
verify age of Calais refugee children 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/19/calais-child-migrants-pmqs-theresa-may-
jeremy-corbyn-live/  
 
Nicky Morgan attacks 'thoughtless' individuals calling for age checks on refugee children 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/20/nicky-morgan-attacks-thoughtless-
individuals-calling-for-age-che/  
 
Age checks on refugee children would be intrusive, inaccurate and unnecessary 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/20/age-checks-on-refugee-children-would-be-
intrusive-inaccurate-and/  
 
Jack Straw backs checks to verify age of Calais refugee children 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/20/jack-straw-backs-unethical-dental-checks-
to-verify-age-of-calais/  
 
Home Office admits checks on 'child refugees' in Calais are limited and hampered 
by French law 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/19/home-office-admits-checks-on-child-
refugees-in-calais-are-limite/  
 
Two-thirds of child refugees screened by officials found to be adults, Home Office 
figures show 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/18/two-thirds-of-child-refugees-entering-uk-
found-to-be-adults-figu/  
 
Officials only challenge age of child refugees if they look over 25 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/21/officials-only-challenge-age-of-child-
refugees-if-they-look-over/  
 
Of course refugee children should face dental tests – we need to make sure 
we’re getting the ones we ordered 
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/refugee-children-calaid-jungle-dental-test-age-
older-migrants-uk-mark-steel-a7372156.html 
 
Charities defend migrants against 'lazy assumptions' as MPs call for medical checks 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/charities-defend-migrants-against-
lazy-assumptions-as-mps-call-for-medical-checks-a7371986.html 
 
12 pictures that show the complete absurdity of using age software on refugees 
https://www.indy100.com/article/refugee-child-syria-home-office-calais-old-age-software-
war-france-uk-migrants-daily-mail-express-7371646 
 
Home Office rejects calls for Calais migrant x-rays 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/past-six-days/2016-10-19/news/home-office-rejects-calls-for-
calais-migrant-x-rays-fj6nk2jjn 
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News: Age checks for refugee children (continued) 

 ‘Mature’ migrant is not translator, says Home Office 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/mature-migrant-is-not-translator-says-home-
office-qmdm708pq  
 
War Children 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/war-children-wkgnrbwjr 
 
5,000 'child' migrants are adults: Half of those challenged over their age in the past 
decade found to be over 18 as Home Office ‘tells officials to only challenge those 
who look over 25’ 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3861228/5-000-child-migrants-adults-Half-
challenged-age-past-decade-18.html 
 
'Of course the majority lie about their age to get into the UK': Calais migrant confesses 
to scams as it's revealed UK charity workers trawl the Jungle with megaphones to 
rounding up 'children’  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3855322/Now-migrants-arriving-London-hide-faces-
BLANKETS-rounded-Calais-charity-workers-megaphones-asking-children-want-UK.html 
 
'They look older because war has toughened them up': Home Office claims Calais 'child' 
migrants have been aged by conflict as second wave arrive in the UK  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3847262/They-look-older-war-toughened-Home-Office-
claims-Calais-child-migrants-aged-conflict-REFUSE-carry-intrusive-checks.html 
 
At last! Some GENUINE children leave Calais Jungle for Britain: Boy, 13, and teenager 
with polio whose father was butchered by the Taliban take SELFIES before boarding bus 
to the UK 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3859728/At-GENUINE-children-finally-leave-Calais-
Jungle-Britain-Boy-13-teenager-polio-father-butchered-Taliban-SELFIES-boarding-bus-UK.html 
 
So what age checks ARE they doing? Home Office won't perform 'intrusive' dental tests 
on Calais migrant 'children' - although its own previous figures show two-thirds are lying 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3847724/So-checks-carried-Home-Office-REFUSES-
carry-intrusive-medical-tests-Calais-migrants-claiming-17.html 
 
Is proof of age really too much to ask?   
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-3853924/DAILY-MAIL-COMMENT-proof-age-
really-ask.html 
 
When are the refugees of Calais too old for kindness? 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/22/refugees-calais-too-old-
kindness-britain 
 

News: Other Calais 

Amber Rudd: UK will not accept new children arriving in Calais camp 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/world_news/14820866.Amber_Rudd__UK_will_not
_accept_new_children_arriving_in_Calais_camp/ 
 
Calais migrants: 'Jungle' camp demolition set to begin 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37759032 
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News: Other Calais (continued) 

Calais children delays as Jungle is flattened 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14820962.Calais_children_delays_as_Jungle_is_fla
ttened/?ref=mr&lp=3 
 
Calais migrants: Hundreds moved from 'Jungle' camp 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37745386  
 
Calais migrants: 'Several hundred' more child refugees to arrive in UK 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-37752193 
 
What next after the Jungle? 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37731180  
 
Exodus of Calais 'Jungle' camp refugees begins 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/world_news/14819720.Calais__Jungle__camp_exo
dus_begins/ 
 
Hundreds queue to be resettled as France starts clearing Calais 'Jungle' camp 
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/hundreds-queue-resettled-france-
starts-9113706  
 
Calais children: Children without UK links among 70 new arrivals 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-37741153 
 
More than 50 child refugees arrive in Britain as Calais camp faces destruction 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/22/lone-child-refugees-unaccompanied-
dubs-amendment-arrive-uk-calais 
 
Home Office expected to speed up rescue of migrant children from Calais 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/19/home-office-expected-to-speed-up-
rescue-of-migrant-children-from-calais 
 
Calais camp charity threatens UK with legal action over vulnerable children 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/oct/19/calais-camp-charity-threatens-uk-
with-legal-action-over-vulnerable-children 
 
First group of refugee children arrives in Britain from Calais 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/oct/17/refugee-children-britain-calais-
resettlement-uk 
 
Rescuing these Calais children is too little and, for some, it’s too late 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/17/child-refugees-calais-reunited-
family--too-little-some-too-late 
 
50 refugee girls rushed to UK as bulldozers roll into Jungle 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/focus/50-refugee-girls-rushed-to-uk-as-bulldozers-roll-
into-jungle-mj6lkt9fh 
 
Haris, 16, last of six siblings still alive 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/focus/haris-16-last-of-six-siblings-still-alive-8mzd70pk6 
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News: Other Calais (continued) 

A bunch of stubbly Jungle ‘children’ expose our immigration chaos 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/a-bunch-of-stubbly-jungle-children-expose-
our-immigration-chaos-022ds36c6 
 
Child refugees deserve our help - even if they're not as cute as we were led to imagine 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/21/child-refugees-deserve-our-help---even-if-
theyre-not-as-cute-as/  
 
Calais 'jungle' demolition: what will happen to child refugees when the camp is 
razed, and where will they go? 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/calais-jungle-demolition-what-will-happen-
to-child-refugees-when/  
 
Others may stoke fear but Croydon will embrace the Calais children 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2016/oct/20/others-may-stoke-fear-
but-croydon-will-embrace-the-calais-children 
 
Refugee children arriving in the UK need warm support – not cold bureaucracy 
https://www.theguardian.com/social-care-network/2016/oct/21/refugee-children-uk-
bureaucracy-social-work 
 
The missed warnings over child refugees 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/revealed-the-missed-warnings-over-child-refugees/  
 
Calais refugees: One last chance to step aboard the bus to freedom 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/calais-refugees-one-last-chance-to-step-
aboard-the-bus-to-freedo/  
 
Anger as ‘panicking’ Home Office puts minors in detention centre 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/22/anger-panicking-home-office-houses-
refugee-children-detention-centre-calais 
 
Fear stalks final hours of Calais camp but its children still smile 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/23/fear-stalks-final-hours-calais-camp 
 
First Calais Jungle children with no UK links arrive in Britain 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/calais-jungle-child-refugees-age-
controversy-dubs-amendment-unaccompanied-minors-migrants-a7376151.html 
 
Child refugee arrivals in UK 'sparks last-minute panic' because Home Office 
refused to make plan 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/child-refugee-uk-home-office-panic-lga-
refuse-plan-calais-jungle-immigration-a7376231.html 
 
Support for unaccompanied child refugees ‘ delayed by Home Office red tape’ 
http://www.thenational.scot/news/support-for-unaccompanied-child-refugees-delayed-by-
home-office-red-tape.23825  
 
Racism bares its teeth at the sight of refugees 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/euan-mccolm-racism-bares-its-teeth-at-the-sight-
of-refugees-1-4265727 
 
 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/a-bunch-of-stubbly-jungle-children-expose-our-immigration-chaos-022ds36c6
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/a-bunch-of-stubbly-jungle-children-expose-our-immigration-chaos-022ds36c6
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/21/child-refugees-deserve-our-help---even-if-theyre-not-as-cute-as/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/21/child-refugees-deserve-our-help---even-if-theyre-not-as-cute-as/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/calais-jungle-demolition-what-will-happen-to-child-refugees-when/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/calais-jungle-demolition-what-will-happen-to-child-refugees-when/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2016/oct/20/others-may-stoke-fear-but-croydon-will-embrace-the-calais-children
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2016/oct/20/others-may-stoke-fear-but-croydon-will-embrace-the-calais-children
https://www.theguardian.com/social-care-network/2016/oct/21/refugee-children-uk-bureaucracy-social-work
https://www.theguardian.com/social-care-network/2016/oct/21/refugee-children-uk-bureaucracy-social-work
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/revealed-the-missed-warnings-over-child-refugees/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/calais-refugees-one-last-chance-to-step-aboard-the-bus-to-freedo/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/22/calais-refugees-one-last-chance-to-step-aboard-the-bus-to-freedo/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/22/anger-panicking-home-office-houses-refugee-children-detention-centre-calais
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/22/anger-panicking-home-office-houses-refugee-children-detention-centre-calais
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/23/fear-stalks-final-hours-calais-camp
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/calais-jungle-child-refugees-age-controversy-dubs-amendment-unaccompanied-minors-migrants-a7376151.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/calais-jungle-child-refugees-age-controversy-dubs-amendment-unaccompanied-minors-migrants-a7376151.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/child-refugee-uk-home-office-panic-lga-refuse-plan-calais-jungle-immigration-a7376231.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/child-refugee-uk-home-office-panic-lga-refuse-plan-calais-jungle-immigration-a7376231.html
http://www.thenational.scot/news/support-for-unaccompanied-child-refugees-delayed-by-home-office-red-tape.23825
http://www.thenational.scot/news/support-for-unaccompanied-child-refugees-delayed-by-home-office-red-tape.23825
http://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/euan-mccolm-racism-bares-its-teeth-at-the-sight-of-refugees-1-4265727
http://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/euan-mccolm-racism-bares-its-teeth-at-the-sight-of-refugees-1-4265727
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Immigration and Asylum (continued) 

News: Detention 

'Dungavel replacement' plans unveiled 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-37690731 
 
Plans for new immigration detention centre next to Glasgow Airport unveiled 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14809185.Plans_for_new_immigration_
detention_centre_next_to_Glasgow_Airport_unveiled/ 
 
Campaigners call for detention centre plan to be blocked 
http://www.thenational.scot/news/campaigners-call-for-detention-centre-plan-to-be-blocked.23819  
 
Campaign to block new refugee detention centre in Paisley 
http://thirdforcenews.org.uk/tfn-news/campaign-to-block-new-dungavel-style-immigration-
detention-centre-being-bui  
 

News: Human trafficking 

Detentions in trafficking crackdown across Scotland 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-37696488 
 
Children among 11 potential human trafficking cases in Scotland 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/children-among-11-potential-human-trafficking-
cases-in-scotland-1-4263313 
 
Police identify 11 potential human trafficking victims in day of action 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14811307.Police_identify_11_potential_
human_trafficking_victims_in_day_of_action/ 
 
‘Trafficked children’ working in nail bars 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/scotland/trafficked-children-working-in-nail-bars-3slfzghz3 
 
Trafficking plan to combat tide of misery 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/trafficking-plan-to-combat-tide-of-misery-s9n5mrxbf 
 

News: Other immigration and asylum 

Asylum system needs rules and integrity  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2016/10/23/asylum-system-needs-rules-and-integrity/  
 
We need 100,000 migrants a year, says top economist 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/scotland/we-need-100-000-migrants-a-year-says-top-
economist-znttzqj8q 
 
Young, Polish and pondering a Brexit future 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-37717382 
 
Viewers are shocked as Polish woman is booed by Question Time audience after 
saying she no longer feels welcome in Britain after Brexit vote  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3858722/Polish-woman-BOOED-Question-Time-
audience-saying-no-longer-feels-welcome-UK-Brexit-vote.html 
 
People who welcome refugees are the true British patriots 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/19/british-patriots-welcome-refugees 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-37690731
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14809185.Plans_for_new_immigration_detention_centre_next_to_Glasgow_Airport_unveiled/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14809185.Plans_for_new_immigration_detention_centre_next_to_Glasgow_Airport_unveiled/
http://www.thenational.scot/news/campaigners-call-for-detention-centre-plan-to-be-blocked.23819
http://thirdforcenews.org.uk/tfn-news/campaign-to-block-new-dungavel-style-immigration-detention-centre-being-bui
http://thirdforcenews.org.uk/tfn-news/campaign-to-block-new-dungavel-style-immigration-detention-centre-being-bui
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-37696488
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/children-among-11-potential-human-trafficking-cases-in-scotland-1-4263313
http://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/children-among-11-potential-human-trafficking-cases-in-scotland-1-4263313
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14811307.Police_identify_11_potential_human_trafficking_victims_in_day_of_action/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14811307.Police_identify_11_potential_human_trafficking_victims_in_day_of_action/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/scotland/trafficked-children-working-in-nail-bars-3slfzghz3
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/trafficking-plan-to-combat-tide-of-misery-s9n5mrxbf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2016/10/23/asylum-system-needs-rules-and-integrity/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/scotland/we-need-100-000-migrants-a-year-says-top-economist-znttzqj8q
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/scotland/we-need-100-000-migrants-a-year-says-top-economist-znttzqj8q
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-37717382
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3858722/Polish-woman-BOOED-Question-Time-audience-saying-no-longer-feels-welcome-UK-Brexit-vote.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3858722/Polish-woman-BOOED-Question-Time-audience-saying-no-longer-feels-welcome-UK-Brexit-vote.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/19/british-patriots-welcome-refugees
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Immigration and Asylum 

News: Other immigration and asylum (continued) 

Victory in baby visa case as Home Office overturns rejection 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/14822711.Victory_in_baby_visa_case_as_Home_O
ffice_overturns_rejection/ 
 

PhD student separated from wife and newborn after Home Office refuse to accept 
child was born in Scotland 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14809237.PhD_student_separated_from_wife_and_new
born_after_Home_Office_refuse_to_accept_child_was_born_in_Scotland/?ref=mr&lp=10 
 

Home Office under pressure to reverse 'ludicrous' baby visa rejection 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14811913.Home_Office_under_pressure_to_revers
e___39_ludicrous__39__baby_visa_rejection/  
 

Sturgeon steps in over 'bizarre' baby visa rejection 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14814999.Sturgeon_steps_in_over___39_bizarre_
_39__baby_visa_rejection/ 
 

What society lets families fear deportation for sending children to school? 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2016/oct/18/deportation-boycott-school-census-
data-nationality-parents 
 

I’m one of 3 million EU citizens in the UK. This uncertainty is unbearable 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/17/3-million-citizens-uk-brexit-
vote-theresa-may 
 

Charities warn of child migrant ‘chaos' 
http://www.bbc.com/news/education-37721110 
 

Woman granted UK visa to donate bone marrow to sister in U-turn by Home Office 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/oct/21/woman-granted-uk-visa-to-donate-
bone-marrow-to-sister  
 

Highland family's joy after visa is finally granted 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/14818245.Highland_family_s_joy_after_
visa_is_finally_granted/  
 
Our failing standards of compassion 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/our-failing-standards-of-compassion-1-4267427 
 

 ‘Lest We Forget’ Documentary - Now Available Online 
http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/news_and_events/blogs/3053_lest_we_forget_
documentary_-_now_available_online  

TOP 
 

 

 

Community Relations 

News 

Christians and Muslims work together on pioneering ethical finance plans 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/rec 

TOP 
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Equality 

Debate 

Building a fairer Scotland 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10578&i=97324#ScotParlOR  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Parliamentary Motions 

S5M-02077 Angela Constance: Building a Fairer Scotland – It takes all of us – That 
the Parliament agrees to reduce poverty and inequalities and to achieve a 
fairer Scotland; recognises the challenges in this aim and that it will take all sectors of 
society to work together to build a stronger, more inclusive country; notes the launch of 
the Fairer Scotland Action Plan with 50 fairness actions for the current parliamentary 
session, including tackling the attainment gap, improving mental health care and 
ensuring that housing is affordable and warm; recognises that this was developed in 
response to extensive consultation with the people of Scotland, stakeholders and the 
recommendations of the independent advisor on poverty and inequality, alongside the 
Scottish Government’s ambition to legislate to eradicate child poverty, underpinned by 
statutory income targets and a robust delivery plan, and welcomes the planned 
introduction of a socio-economic duty on public bodies in Scotland to place poverty and 
disadvantage at the heart of decision-making in local communities across Scotland. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02077 
 
S5M-02077.1 Adam Tomkins: Building a Fairer Scotland – It takes all of us – As an 
amendment to motion S5M-02077 in the name of Angela Constance (Building a Fairer 
Scotland – It takes all of us), insert at end "; recognises however that a fairer Scotland 
will not be achieved without addressing Scotland's poor employment growth rate, poor 
employment rate and high inactivity rate; believes that a fairer Scotland would be 
one that takes racial and religious prejudice more seriously and gives these matters a 
higher profile than is the case in the Scottish Government's action plan; considers that a 
fairer Scotland means a more decentralised country with greater devolution to its cities, 
towns and communities; believes that any poverty indicator must include some 
measurement of household costs as well as income, and considers that poverty will not 
be reduced in Scotland unless its underlying causes, which include addiction, family 
breakdown and worklessness, are confronted." 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.1  
 
S5M-02077.2: Alex Rowley: Building a Fairer Scotland – It takes all of us – As an 
amendment to motion S5M-02077 in the name of Angela Constance (Building a Fairer 
Scotland – It takes all of us), after "delivery plan" insert "; agrees that the Parliament will 
receive, on an annual basis, reports detailing the progress made towards the delivery 
of the plan and necessary revisions to build on its ambition, for instance with regard to 
fuel poverty". 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.2 
 
S5M-02077.3 Alison Johnstone: Building a Fairer Scotland – It takes all of us – As 
an amendment to motion S5M-02077 in the name of Angela Constance (Building a Fairer 
Scotland – It takes all of us), insert at end “; welcomes the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to the roll-out of the Healthier, Wealthier Children project, as 
well as broader commitments by NHS Health Scotland on financial inclusion  services for  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10578&i=97324#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.2
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.2
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Equality 
Scottish Parliament Parliamentary Motions (continued) 

patients; believes that poverty reduction should form part of NHS targets, and further 
believes that the task of building a fairer Scotland must include a more progressive 
system of taxation for both income and wealth.” 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.3 
 
 

S5M-02007 Anas Sarwar: Police Scotland's Positive Action Team – That the 
Parliament congratulates Police Scotland's Positive Action Team, which is based at 
Jackton, for its work to encourage ethnic minority groups to consider a career in policing; 
notes the importance of the police force to be representative of the communities that they 
police and considers that this will enhance trust and confidence in Police Scotland; 
believes that this is a positive step in promoting policing as a career, and thanks Chief 
Inspector Ann Bell, Inspector Amar Shakoor and their team for all the hard work that they 
have put into the action team. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02007&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
 

UK Parliament Question 

Organs: Donors 
Jim Shannon [48147] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what steps his 
Department is taking to increase the number of organ donors from ethnic minorities. 

Reply from Nicola Blackwood: There are a number of specific initiatives to 
increase the number of organ donors from ethnic minorities. Less than 5% of 
deceased organ donors are from a Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 
background, yet patients from BAME communities represent around a quarter of 
people waiting for a transplant. 
The Department works with and supports the National BAME Transplant Alliance 
to coordinate the work of BAME organisations working within these communities 
to increase the number of people from a BAME background on the organ donor 
register and the number of transplants from BAME donors. 
The Department has also funded Kidney Research UK to undertake a Peer 
Educator Project working with the Pakistani Muslim Community in Birmingham 
and the Bangladeshi community in Tower Hamlets to raise awareness about 
organ donation. 
NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) has developed a behaviour change 
campaign strategy in support of the Taking Organ Transplantation to 2020: A UK 
Strategy. This includes increasing its education and engagement activities with 
BAME communities and a Faith Action Plan outlining action to work in partnership 
with faith leaders. NHSBT also has a wide range of leaflets promoting organ 
donation that are translated into a number of different South Asian languages 
including Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-11/48147/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Patrick Grady (566) 45th anniversary of the West of Scotland Regional Equality 
Council –  That this House congratulates the West of Scotland Regional Equality 
Council  (WSREC),  based  in  the  Woodside  area of  Glasgow, on its 45th  anniversary;  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.3
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02077.3
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02007&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02007&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-11/48147/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-11/48147/
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Equality 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion (continued) 

recognises that the WSREC was established as the Glasgow Community Relations 
Council in 1971 but later became the Regional Equality Council and is now one of the 
largest and  most  well-established  equality councils in  Scotland; commends  its  tireless  
commitment to eliminating all forms of discrimination, prejudice and intolerance based on 
race, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation and disability; further commends its 
valuable public advice and information services, its many on-going community projects to 
promote equality and its training, capacity development, outreach and engagement 
services; shares the WSREC's vision for an inclusive and discrimination-free society; and 
wishes all the staff and volunteers every success in promoting community cohesion, 
equal opportunities and mainstreaming across the West of Scotland. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/566  
 
 

News 

How has black people’s representation changed in the last 10 years? 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/23/black-powerlist-10-years-on-michael-eboda 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 

UK Parliament Questions 

Hate Crime 
Lord Greaves: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they propose to take to 
reduce the incidence of hate crime. 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of 
Trafford): The new cross-government hate crime action plan published in July 
sets out a comprehensive programme of action to reduce hate crime. This 
includes education programmes to prevent hate incidents, measures to improve 
the police response and recording of hate crime and stronger sentencing 
guidelines for the judiciary. As part of the action plan, we have committed £2.4 
million of funding for security for places of worship which have been targeted by 
hate crime. We are also sharing £300,000 of funding across communities to tackle 
hate crime through innovative projects. 

Lord Greaves: My Lords, the Home Secretary said in relation to the recent figures that 
the Government intended to stamp out hate crime. That and the actions referred to by 
the Minister are very welcome, but does she agree that, while it may be possible to 
stamp out behaviour, stamping out hatred in people’s hearts and minds is more difficult? 
What is required in addition to these actions is for the Government to take the lead in 
saying loud and clear that everyone who lives in this country is welcome, that we live in a 
multicultural, multiracial and increasingly diverse country, that this is not going to change 
and that it is a good thing. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: I agree with the noble Lord to the 
extent that stamping out hatred in people’s hearts and minds is a bigger issue 
than just providing a hate crime action plan, but this country is tolerant and 
welcoming. We have seen that in the past 24 hours with some of those fleeing 
persecution in other countries coming across and being welcomed to this country. 
It involves  more than just action  plans — attitudes and the way that we approach  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/566
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/23/black-powerlist-10-years-on-michael-eboda
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Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 
UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

our fellow man or woman in everyday life. 
Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, hate crime is an extreme form of prejudice, and 
prejudice arises from ignorance. Does the Minister agree that there is a much greater 
need for religious literacy at all levels of society, including government, where it is not 
always visible? Does she further agree that another contributory factor to hate crime is 
the reticence of the British people to talk about religion? Religion, which tells us how to 
live, move and have our being, should be open to challenge if we want a more cohesive 
society. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: I agree with the noble Lord, as I 
often do, that religious literacy in all aspects of society—particularly through the 
media—is incredibly important and something that schools can promote through 
PSHE. The Government have made a number of funding streams available in 
order for people to not only discuss what unites them in terms of their religions but 
celebrate what is different about them. That celebration is a good thing. …  

Lord Kennedy of Southwark: My Lords, racist and religious instances of abuse jumped 
41% in the month after the UK voted to leave the EU. Does the Minister attribute that rise 
to some of the more unpleasant aspects of the EU debate? What further actions are the 
Government taking and what are the review mechanisms in place in government to 
ensure that we have the most effective, tough and up-to-date laws to tackle anti-
Semitism, Islamophobia and all other forms of racist and religious abuse? 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: The noble Lord is absolutely right: in 
the post-EU referendum period we did see a spike in hate crimes, particularly 
those that were racially motivated. I held a number of round tables with people of 
different religions in Manchester and met the Polish ambassador following the 
graffiti and hatred directed towards the Polish community in Hammersmith. It was 
very clear that it was a spike in crime motivated by people who used the EU 
referendum as an opportunity to vent their hate. I am very pleased that those 
figures have now calmed right down to almost normal levels. However, it teaches 
us a lesson that, in light of events that might cause such feelings, we need to quell 
them quickly. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, as the Minister mentioned, the incidence of race and 
religious hate crimes has gone up by some 40%. The figure the Home Office released is 
5,468 at the end of July. Can she say how many of those incidents have been properly 
investigated, whether there have been any convictions and whether she has any figures? 
Until there are convictions and examples are made to show that we will not tolerate hate 
crime as a society, it will continue. As the Minister is aware, many more people do not 
report this sort of incident and the figure could well be double the 40% that the Home 
Office has reported. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: One of the things that we did while I 
was in my other job in the DCLG was to encourage people to report both anti-
Muslim and anti-Semitic hatred through the CST, Tell MAMA and the True Vision 
website, which encourages people to report hate crimes. Yes, there has been an 
increase in hate crime, but there has also been an increase in its reporting. In 
terms of prosecutions for hate crime—I asked that question earlier today because 
I was genuinely interested in the answer—there have been 15,442 in 2015-16. 
That is a 4.8% increase on the previous year. There has also been a very 
depressing 41% increase in disability hate crime. We cannot relax across any of 
those strands that we are looking at. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-10-18/debates/B3D75106-307B-4C38-A17B-
52E5F7415B37/HateCrime 
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Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 
UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Catherine West [47765] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many instances of Islamophobic abuse have been recorded in each of the last 12 
months. 
Catherine West [47766] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how 
many instances of Islamophobic abuse have been recorded in each of the last five years. 

Reply from Sarah Newton: The Home Office does not hold the requested 
information. The Home Office has published data for 2011/12 to 2014/15 on hate 
crimes recorded by the police in England and Wales for the five centrally 
monitored strands (race, religion, sexual orientation, disability and gender identity) 
but these data cannot be broken down by religion of the victim. The 2015/16 data 
will have been published on 13 October 2016. 
From April 2016, the Home Office began collecting data from the police on the 
targeted religion of religious hate crime offences in order to help forces build 
community trust, target their resources and enable the public to better hold them 
to account. This information will be provided voluntarily in 2016/17, but we intend 
to make it mandatory from the following year. We will publish the first data from 
this collection in the 2016/17 Hate Crime statistics publication in 2017. 
This Government is committed to tackling hate crime. The UK has one of the 
strongest legislative frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. We are working 
across Government with police, (including National Community Tensions Team), 
the Crown Prosecution Service and community partners to send out a clear 
message that hate crime will not be tolerated and we will vigorously pursue and 
prosecute those who commit these crimes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47765/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47766/ 
 

Prime Minister’s Questions: Anti-Semitism 
Oliver Dowden: Many constituents have contacted me to express concern about anti-
Semitism. I am sure that every Member of this House can agree that we should show 
zero tolerance of anti-Semitism, but does the Prime Minister also agree that we must 
ensure that all parties do not allow a situation to arise in which it appears that an 
environment is created where anti-Semitism is tolerated? 

The Prime Minister: Yes, I absolutely agree with my hon. Friend that this House 
should send a very clear message that we will not tolerate anti-Semitism. I have 
been concerned about the rise in the number of incidents of anti-Semitism in this 
country. We should very clearly ensure that those incidents of anti-Semitism are 
properly investigated and dealt with, and that we give the clear message that we 
will not tolerate it. But that does have to be done by every single political party in 
this Chamber, and I say to the Leader of the Opposition that given the report of 
the Home Affairs Committee about anti-Semitism and the approach to anti-
Semitism in the Labour party, he needs to think very carefully about the 
environment that has been created in the Labour party in relation to anti-
Semitism. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-10-19/debates/CA6E149C-75F6-4944-
8540-5B070D1C11FF/Engagements#contribution-0B2AB2DB-63AD-4918-803E-
0CFA06630AC5  
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47765/
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Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 
UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Social Networking: Bullying 
Tulip Siddiq [48851] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what plans his Department has to tackle online abuse and harassment 
targeted at Jewish people on (a) social media networks, (b) Facebook and (c) Twitter. 

Reply from Marcus Jones: The Government recognises the significant harm 
caused to individual Jewish victims and communities by online hate material. We 
have a robust legislative framework which allows the operationally independent 
Crown Prosecution Service and Judiciary to balance the right to exercise free 
speech with the need to protect communities and individuals from targeted abuse. 
In July 2016, we published Action Against Hate: The UK Government's Plan for 
Tackling Hate Crime which sets out a range of non-legislative responses. This 
includes counter-narrative activity and collaborative work with the Internet industry 
to identify ways to reduce the harm caused, for example, by taking down illegal 
material within 24 hours. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48851/  
 

Hate Crime 
Lord Beecham [HL2091] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will implement 
the recommendation made by the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination to 
collect systemically disaggregated data on hate crimes. 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: There is no current intention to 
disaggregate hate crime data on the grounds of race, but we will keep that under 
review. Since 2010, we have improved police recording of hate crime. Forces now 
capture data on all five of the monitored hate crime strands, and from April this 
year, forces have started to disaggregate hate crime data on the grounds of 
religion. 
We have noted the findings of the Council of Europe’s European Commission on 
Racism and Intolerance following an inspection of the United Kingdom earlier this 
year. The Government’s full response to the report can be found as an annex to 
the publication. 
We are clear that there is no excuse for hate crime against anyone of any 
nationality, ethnicity or religious background - it has no place whatsoever in our 
diverse society. This commitment is underpinned by some of the strongest 
legislation in the world. 
We welcome that the Commission has recognised the strength of our new hate 
crime action plan which will help reduce hate crime, increase reporting and 
improve support for victims. The hate crime action plan contains specific 
measures to increase the rate of prosecution and ensure that enhanced 
sentencing powers are used where appropriate. 
These measures include refreshed Crown Prosecution Service policy and legal 
guidance for prosecutors on racially and religiously aggravated crime and on 
prosecuting social media cases, and publicising convictions and information on 
enhanced sentencing outcomes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2091/  
 

Hate Crime 
Lord Beecham [HL2094] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their response to the 
report by the Council of Europe about the incidence of hate crime in the UK, the apparent 
failure to prosecute such crimes, and the lack of data on the use of extended sentencing 
powers. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-17/48851/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2091/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2091/
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Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 
UK Parliament Questions (continued) 

Reply from Baroness Williams of Trafford: Since 2010, we have improved 
police recording of hate crime. Forces now capture data on all five of the 
monitored hate crime strands, and from April this year, forces have started to 
disaggregate hate crime data on the grounds of religion. 
We have noted the findings of the Council of Europe’s European Commission on 
Racism and Intolerance following an inspection of the United Kingdom earlier this 
year. The Government’s full response to the report can be found as an annex to 
the publication. 
We are clear that there is no excuse for hate crime against anyone of any 
nationality, ethnicity or religious background - it has no place whatsoever in our 
diverse society. This commitment is underpinned by some of the strongest 
legislation in the world. 
We welcome that the Commission has recognised the strength of our new hate 
crime action plan which will help reduce hate crime, increase reporting and 
improve support for victims. The hate crime action plan contains specific 
measures to increase the rate of prosecution and ensure that enhanced 
sentencing powers are used where appropriate. 
These measures include refreshed Crown Prosecution Service policy and legal 
guidance for prosecutors on racially and religiously aggravated crime and on 
prosecuting social media cases, and publicising convictions and information on 
enhanced sentencing outcomes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2094/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Ruth Smeeth (568) 80th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street – hat this House 
welcomes the commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street both 
inside and outside the Jewish community in October 2016; recognises the continuing 
importance of the battle to the UK's national history; and reaffirms its commitment to the 
fight against racism, fascism and antisemitism. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/568  
 
 

News 

Arrest after fire at Bishopbriggs centre used as mosque 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-37719074 
 
Man arrested over deliberate fire at mosque in Bishopbriggs following Paris terror attacks 
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/man-arrested-over-deliberate-fire-9088583 
 
Channel 4 presenter says hijab ruling means it's 'open season' on Muslims 
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/oct/20/channel-4-hijab-ruling-muslims-open-
season-press-regulator-fatima-manji-kelvin-mackenzie 
 
Kelvin MacKenzie cleared by press watchdog over attack on Fatima Manji wearing 
a hijab during Channel 4 report 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/kelvin-mackenzie-fatima-manji-hijab-cleared-
ipso-a7369736.html 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2094/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-10/HL2094/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/568
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-37719074
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/man-arrested-over-deliberate-fire-9088583
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/oct/20/channel-4-hijab-ruling-muslims-open-season-press-regulator-fatima-manji-kelvin-mackenzie
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/kelvin-mackenzie-fatima-manji-hijab-cleared-ipso-a7369736.html
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Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 
News (continued) 

British Army under fire for 'racist' tweet that showed a soldier with black face-paint 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/19/british-army-under-fire-for-racist-tweet-that-
showed-a-soldier-w/  
 
London attacker grabs woman's hijab on Oxford Street 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/oct/18/attacker-grabs-woman-hijab-oxford-
street-muslim-headscarf-hate 
 
Muslim woman in hijab assaulted by man who tried to pull off headscarf in central London 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/muslim-woman-attacked-london-
oxford-street-hate-crime-hijab-assault-a7367696.html 
 
'I was shocked someone would do this, but even more shocked no-one tried to stop 
him': Mother targeted by thug who tried to rip off her hijab vows to continue wearing 
the headscarf  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3854628/I-shocked-shocked-no-one-tried-stop-
Mother-targeted-thug-tried-rip-hijab-vows-continue-wearing-headscarf.html 
 
Let’s be clear – antisemitism is a hate apart 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/oct/22/be-clear-antisemitism-is-a-hate-apart 
 
Sinister creep of racism blights UK 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/joyce-mcmillan-sinister-creep-of-racism-blights-
uk-1-4264494 
 
Heroic woman chases after man who punched Asian passenger in the face 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/london-tube-underground-attack-
racist-punch-video-assault-upton-park-a7369071.html  
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Other Scottish Parliament and Government 

Press Release 

Protecting Scotland’s interests 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Protecting-Scotland-s-interests-2d69.aspx  
 
 

News 

New Scottish independence bill published 
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-37708545 
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Other UK Parliament and Government 

Parliamentary Questions 

Forced Marriage 
Richard Burden [48463] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
work her Department undertakes with (a) refuges and (b) women's support groups on 
forced marriage. 

Reply from Sarah Newton: The Government is committed to tackling the practice 
of forced marriage and providing the best protection possible to victims. We made 
forced marriage a criminal offence in 2014 to better protect victims and send a 
clear message that this abhorrent practice is totally unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated in the UK. 
The joint Home Office/ Foreign Office Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) leads efforts to 
combat forced marriage both at home and abroad. The FMU works closely with a 
range of voluntary and community sector and support organisations, including its 
quarterly partnership board and ongoing programme of outreach. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-12/48463/  
 

Forced Marriage: Prosecutions 
Richard Burden [48534] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
assessment her Department has made of the implications for its policies of the number of 
successful prosecutions for forced marriage. 

Reply from Sarah Newton: The Government is committed to tackling the practice 
of forced marriage and providing the best protection possible to victims. We made 
forced marriage a criminal offence in 2014 to better protect victims and send a 
clear message that this abhorrent practice is totally unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated in the UK. The recent Crown Prosecution Service Violence Against 
Women and Girls Crime Report, published in September 2016, shows that the 
volume of prosecutions completed in 2015-16 rose to 53 – a rise from 46 in 2014-
15. 
As part of the wider work to improve the police response to so-called ‘honour’ 
based violence, we will continue to work with partners to review the 
implementation of the new forced marriage legislation and lead efforts to tackle 
this crime. The joint Home Office/ Foreign Office Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) 
leads efforts to combat forced marriage both at home and abroad. 
The FMU works closely with a range of voluntary and community sector and 
support organisations through an ongoing programme of outreach. We are 
encouraged by the first conviction secured in June last year, but there is still work 
to be done. We want to see more victims having the confidence to come forward 
and to raise awareness of these crimes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-13/48534/  
 
 

Press Release 

Prime Minister hosts 2016 Diwali reception at Downing Street 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-hosts-2016-diwali-reception-at-
downing-street  
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Bills in Progress      ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Ethnicity Pay Gap Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/ethnicitypaygap.html  

 
EU Citizens Resident in the United Kingdom (Right to Stay) 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-
17/eucitizensresidentintheunitedkingdomrighttostay.html  

 
Modern Slavery (Transparency in Supply Chains) Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-
17/modernslaverytransparencyinsupplychains.html  

  
Student Support (Non-Interest-Bearing Finance) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/studentsupportnoninterestbearingfinance.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes this week! 
Diversity in the Arts 2016 (closing date 31 October 2016) 
https://www.research.net/r/ArtsDiversityScot  
 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-
outcomes-review  
 
Trafficking and Exploitation Strategy (closing date 7 December 2016) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/human-trafficking-team/a-human-trafficking-and-
exploitation-strategy  

 
Issues for migrants on early settlement in the UK (closing date December 2016) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RTYR_orgs_1  
 
Empowering teachers, parents and communities to achieve excellence and equity 
in education: A Governance Review (closing date 6 January 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/empowering-schools/a-governance-review  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime [England and Wales] (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People [England and Wales]  (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity [England and Wales]  (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
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Consultations (continued) 

** Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Police Scotland: local policing (consultation open during the whole year) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8LMB9WX  
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Click here to find out about job opportunities  
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Funding Opportunities           ** new or updated this week 

Scottish Winter Festivals 
All applications will be considered until all available funds have been distributed. 
Scotland’s Winter Festivals aim to mobilise the people of Scotland and those with an 
affinity to Scotland  to  join in the  St Andrew’s Day,  Hogmanay and  Burns  celebrations, 
boosting Scotland’s key tourism and events sectors and the wider economy, enhancing 
community engagement and raising Scotland’s international profile Our diverse ethnic 
and cultural minority communities are key elements of Scotland’s past, present and 
future so the Scottish Government, BEMIS Scotland, and other national partners are 
committed to ensuring that our diverse ethnic and cultural minority communities 
participate fully within this year’s Winter Festival celebrations. For information see 
http://bemis.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/swf-grant-guidelines.pdf.  
An application form is available at  
http://bemis.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/swf-grant-application.docx  
 
Year of Innovation, Architecture & Design 
All applications will be considered until all available funds have been distributed. 
Our diverse ethnic and cultural minority communities are key elements of Scotland’s past, 
present and future so we want to ensure that your story, history, innovation and narrative 
plays a full part in the celebration of the themed year. 
The Scottish Government and BEMIS Scotland, and other national partners are 
committed to ensuring that our diverse ethnic and cultural minority communities 
participate fully within this year’s celebrations. We believe that in order to fulfil our 
potential as individuals and communities of place, culture and ethnicity that we should 
celebrate and promote our diversity. This reflects our shared objective to build an 
‘Inclusive National Identity’ which celebrates Scotland’s vibrant, diverse, confident and 
dynamic people. For information see  
http://bemis.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/yiad-grant-guidelines.pdf and the 
application form is available at http://bemis.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/yiad-
grant-application.docx 
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Events/Conferences/Training           ** new or updated this week 

** closing date for applications this week! 
Open Newsroom Day  
17 November 2016 (closing date for applications: 27 October 2016) 
Opportunity for young people between the ages of 18 and 24 with an interest in 
journalism and the media to meet and make contacts with BBC journalists and contribute 
to story ideas. For information see  
http://www.scojec.org/memo/files/ads/16xi_bbc_open_newsroom.pdf  
 
** this week! 
Black History Month 
1-31 October 2016-09-11 
Black History Month provides an opportunity to learn, understand and honour the role 
that minority ethnic men, women and children have played in shaping both Glasgow and 
Scotland’s history. The full programme is available at  
http://www.crer.org.uk/images/BHM2016.pdf  
 
** this week! 
Dare to Dream 
Until 30 November 2016 
The Scottish Storytelling Centre festival invites everyone to discover the stories of the 
past and dream the stories of the future. For information see  
http://www.daretodream.scot/#home 
 
Political Shadowing Scheme 
November 2016 to March 2017 (closing date for applications: 7 November 2016) 
CRER scheme to gain political experience, develop an understanding of Scottish politics, 
and empower and inspire participants and their communities to become politically active. 
For information see http://www.scojec.org/memo/files/ads/16xi_crer.pdf  
 
Refugee Rights to Housing 
10 November 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
30 March 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council Course about refugee housing rights. For information contact 
Martha Harding train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 0141 223 7982. 
 
Launch of Scottish Interfaith Week 
13 November 2016 in Paisley  
The theme of the launch will be “Religion and the Media”. For information please contact 
Frances Hume frances@interfaithscotland.org 
 
Rights and entitlements of EEA nationals 
15 November 2016 in Dundee (9.30-12.30) 
17 January 2017 in Glasgow (9.30-12.30) 
21 March 2017 in Dumfries (9.30-12.30) 
PAiH training on issues related to EEA nationals’ access to services and important 
changes in regulations. For information see http://www.paih.org/training/  
 
Rights of refugees and asylum seekers 
15 November 2016 in Dundee (1.15-4.15) 
17 January 2017 in Glasgow (1.15-4.15) 
21 March 2017 in Dumfries (1.15-4.15) 
PAiH course to explore how the asylum system operates, and barriers faced by refugees 
and asylum seekers. For information see http://www.paih.org/training/  
 

http://www.scojec.org/memo/files/ads/16xi_bbc_open_newsroom.pdf
http://www.crer.org.uk/images/BHM2016.pdf
http://www.daretodream.scot/#home
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http://www.paih.org/training/
http://www.paih.org/training/
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Events/Conferences/Training (continued) 

Separated Children 
17 November 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
9 February 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
11 May 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course about supporting separated child refugees. For 
information contact Martha Harding train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 0141 223 
7982. 
 
Health in Faith Conference and Dinner 
26 November 2016 in Glasgow (2.00-6.00) 
Waverley Care event to celebrate the efforts that people of faith have made and continue 
to make in the fight to end HIV and AIDS in Scotland and around the world. For 
information see http://tinyurl.com/gnhq3cq  
 
New Scots: Working with Asylum Seekers and Refugees 
30 November 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
22 February 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
8 June 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course to examine  why people might need to flee their own 
country, how they seek asylum in the UK and what opportunities they have for rebuilding 
their lives here in Scotland. For information see http://tinyurl.com/z68a5k8 or contact 
Martha Harding train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 0141 223 7982. 
 
Enhanced by our Diversity, Combined by our Humanity 
30 November 2016 in Edinburgh (10.00-4.00) 
BEMIS and TRACS conference bringing together practitioners, policy-makers and 
academics to discuss how best to foster good relationships at a community level and 
promote a dynamic, inclusive Scottish national identity for the future. For information see 
http://tinyurl.com/j7qkzq7  
 
Working with Interpreters 
6 December 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
1 March 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
31 May 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course to examine the process of using an interpreter, where 
the responsibility lies for the success of the interpreted session, examines the pitfalls and 
their consequences, and sets out best practice for using interpreters. For information see 
http://tinyurl.com/jt93fog or contact Martha Harding train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 
0141 223 7982. 
 
Integration and Working with Syrian Families 
7 December 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
2 March 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
1 June 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course to explore the issues facing Syrian refugees as they 
move from countries around Syria to the UK, and highlights the challenges and 
opportunities for them as they build a new life here in Scotland. For information see 
http://tinyurl.com/zy436gr or contact Martha Harding train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 
/ 0141 223 7982. 
 
Engaging hard to reach groups 
13 December 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
8 March 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
 

mailto:train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/gnhq3cq
http://tinyurl.com/z68a5k8
mailto:train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/j7qkzq7
http://tinyurl.com/jt93fog
mailto:train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk
http://tinyurl.com/zy436gr
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Events/Conferences/Training (continued) 

Scottish Refugee Council course about engaging with hard to reach groups. For 
information please contact Frances Hume frances@interfaithscotland.org 
 
Community Sponsorship – What Do You Need to Know? 
15 December 2016 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
5 April 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course about the new UK Government scheme to enable 
community groups to sponsor refugee families. For information contact Martha Harding 
train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 0141 223 7982. 
 
National Holocaust Memorial Day  
26 January 2017 in Bishopbriggs (6.00 – 8.30) 
The theme of this year’s memorial event is “How can life go on?” For information please 
contact Maureen Sier maureen@interfaithscotland.org  
 
Cultural Competence 
31 January 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
25 April 2017 in Glasgow (9.15-4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course focusing on how culture affects all our lives, and 
examines the extent to which culture influences and governs our beliefs, attitudes, 
behaviours and decision-making. It explores our own practice and attitudes to cultural 
differences, and examines different worldviews, so that participants can confidently work 
with people no matter where they come from. For information see 
http://tinyurl.com/jdfkkz2 or contact Martha Harding train@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk / 
0141 223 7982. 
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Useful Links 

Scottish Parliament    http://www.parliament.scot/  
 
Scottish Government   http://www.gov.scot/  
 
UK Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/  
 
GovUK (links to UK Government Departments) https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations  
 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/   
 
One Scotland   http://onescotland.org/  
 
Scottish Refugee Council   http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 
 
Interfaith Scotland   http://www.interfaithscotland.org/  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/  
 
Equality Advisory Support Service   http://www.equalityadvisoryservice.com  
 
Scottish Human Rights Commission   http://scottishhumanrights.com/  
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Useful Links (continued) 

ACAS   www.acas.org.uk 
 
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/  
 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/  
 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS) www.volunteerscotland.net/disclosure-services 
 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/  
 
BBC News   http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/  
 
BBC Democracy Live http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the representative 
body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. It advances public 
understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and community, and also works 
in partnership with other organisations to promote good relations and 
understanding among community groups and to promote equality. (Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438)   http://www.scojec.org/ 
 
BEMIS is the Scottish national Ethnic Minorities led umbrella body, supporting, 
empowering, and building the capacity of minority third sector community 
organisations.  As a strategic partner with Government, it is proactive in 
influencing the development of race equality policy in Scotland, and helps 
develop and  progress multicultural Scotland,  active citizenship, democracy, and 
Human Rights Education at the Scottish, UK, and European levels. (Scottish 
Charity, no. SC027692) http://www.bemis.org.uk/    
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Scottish Government is committed to promoting equality of opportunity 
and social justice for all those who live in Scotland. One Scotland is the 
Scottish Government campaign designed to tackle racism. It aims to raise 
awareness of racist attitudes, highlight its negative impact and recognise the 
valuable contributions that other cultures have made to our society – and make 
Scotland no place for racism. http://onescotland.org/  
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