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Immigration and Asylum 

Westminster Debate 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/halltext/110503
h0001.htm#1105032000001  

 
 

House of Lords ‘Motion of Regret’ 

Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110503-
0002.htm#11050331000098  

 
 

Westminster Ministerial Statement 

Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.) Act 2004 (Remedial) Order 
2011 
The Minister for Immigration (Damian Green): The Asylum and Immigration 
(Treatment  of  Claimants,  etc.)   Act  2004  (Remedial)  Order  2011  and  consequential  
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Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Ministerial Statement (continued) 

amendments to the Registration of Marriage Regulations 1986, the Registration of 
Marriages (Welsh Language) Regulations 1999 and the Civil Partnership (Registration 
Provision) Regulations 2005 were made on 25 April and will come into force on 9 May 
2011. Copies of the remedial order and regulations will be available from 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk in due course. 
The remedial order will have the effect of removing the certificate of approval scheme 
which the UK courts found incompatible with the European convention on human rights 
(ECHR). From 9 May, those persons subject to immigration control wishing to give notice 
of marriage or civil partnership will no longer be required to demonstrate that they have 
an entry clearance granted for the purpose of marriage or registering civil partnership; a 
certificate of approval from the Home Office; or settled status in the UK. 
Tackling sham marriage abuse remains a priority. Building on success over the last year, 
which has resulted in 155 arrests, the UK Border Agency will continue to investigate 
suspected abuse and, where possible, disrupt marriages before they take place. The UK 
Border Agency is also working closely with the three General Register Offices and 
partners such as the Anglican Church to look at ways in which the problem of sham 
marriages can be addressed. 
The requirement for a person subject to immigration control to give notice of marriage or 
civil partnership at a designated register office will remain unchanged. This requirement 
allows the UK Border Agency to focus enforcement action on specific register offices. 
As part of our reform of the immigration system, the Government intend to consult later in 
the year on family migration, including measures to tackle sham marriages and other 
abuse, promote integration and reduce burdens on the taxpayer. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110428/wmstext/11042
8m0001.htm#11042861000011  

 
 

Westminster Parliamentary Questions 

Marriage of Convenience 
Jack Dromey: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
suspected sham marriages were referred to the UK Borders Agency by marriage 
registrars and clergy in the last 12 months for which figures are available; and how many 
such referrals resulted in prosecutions for offences under immigration legislation. [53138] 

Reply from Damian Green: S24 and s24A of the Immigration and Asylum Act 
1999 places a legal duty on civil registrars to report any reasonable suspicions 
they may have that a marriage or civil partnership is or may be a sham marriage, 
these are known as s24 reports. The Anglican Church in England and Wales 
operates its own system of preliminaries and its clergy are not under the same 
legal obligation to report suspicions as civil registrars, although they are strongly 
encouraged to do so voluntarily, the Agency does not hold data on the number of 
reports that come from members of the Anglican clergy. 
The Agency received 934 s24 reports from civil registrars during 2010, however as 
s24 reports represent a suspicion rather than a definite finding and do not include 
the Anglican church in England and Wales this figure can be not be seen as an 
absolute representation of the number of sham marriages in the UK. 
Since January 2010 two periods of targeted enforcement actions have been 
conducted against those involved in sham marriages which resulted in 155 
arrests. As entering in a sham marriage, in itself, is not a crime it is not possible to 
obtain definitive information on how many people have been prosecuted for 
involvement in sham marriages 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/text/110503w0
003.htm#11050330000046  
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Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued) 

Immigration 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their forecast of how many (a) 
children, and (b) families, will go through the new assisted, required and ensured 
immigration returns processes each year. [HL8650] 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Neville-Jones): The 
Government have developed a fresh approach to managing the return of families 
with children who do not have a legal right to be in the UK. The aim is to maximise 
the opportunity for families to take responsibility for how they leave the country 
and to avoid the need for their departure to be enforced by the UK Border Agency. 
Most elements of this new process were introduced nationally on 1 March. All 
families with children that remain unlawfully in the UK could potentially go through 
this new returns process. The number of families who go through the different 
stages of the new process will depend on the decisions they take about their 
departure and therefore is difficult to predict accurately, but we hope that most 
families in this position will take the opportunity to leave at the earlier assisted or 
required return stages. This new approach will not apply to children who are 
unaccompanied. 

Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether families housed in pre-
departure accommodation as part of the new immigration returns process will have 
access to legal representation.[HL8651] 

Reply from Baroness Neville-Jones: Families will be able to receive visits from 
any existing legal adviser, and will have full access to telephones and faxes to 
send and receive calls and correspondence. 
The UK Border Agency has also asked the Legal Services Commission to provide 
a programme of legal advice surgeries to families held at the pre-departure 
accommodation. 

Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether families housed in open 
accommodation as part of the new immigration returns process will have access to legal 
representation.[HL8652] 

Reply from Baroness Neville-Jones: Open accommodation is not detention, so 
families may come and go from the accommodation as they please. They have the 
opportunity to seek legal representation at any time while they are there if they 
choose to do so. In addition, families housed in open accommodation will have 
had previous opportunities in the return process to access legal representation, 
including when they were given seven days' notification of their move into such 
accommodation. 
Guidance on open accommodation and the new family returns process is in 
Chapter 45 of the Enforcement Instructions and Guidance and can be found on 
the UK Border Agency website at:  
http://www.ukbahomeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/guidance/enforcement    

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110505w0001.htm#1105
0549000109  
 

Asylum 
Julian Sturdy: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how long, on 
average, the UK Border Agency took to process an asylum application in the latest period 
for which figures are available. [53624] 

Reply from Damian Green: In the most recent 12 months for which data are 
available, the average length of time to process an asylum application to full 
determination was 263 calendar days. In answering this question we have 
assumed the date of final determination to be the date an application was either 
Granted or became Appeal Rights Exhausted (ARE). 
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Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued) 

For those cases which had no recourse to appeal, chose not to exercise appeal 
rights or appealed too late, we have taken final determination to be the date of 
initial decision. 
All figures quoted are internal management information only and are subject to 
change. This information has not been quality assured under National Statistics 
protocols. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/text/110503w0
002.htm#11050330000023  
 

Asylum 
David Nuttall: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what proportion of 
asylum seekers who were refused asylum on their original claim did not appeal the 
refusal decision in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010. [53923] 

Reply from Damian Green: Information on the outcome of an annual cohort of 
asylum applications is available in Main Table 2.7 of Control of Immigration: 
Statistics United Kingdom 2009, published in August 2010. This publication is 
available in the Library of the House and the Home Office Science website at: 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/research-statistics  
Table 2.7 shows the latest status of decisions on applications made in each year 
as at May 2010. Data for 2010 and updates for previous years will be available in 
August 2011. 
The number of initial decisions, appeals lodged, and cases that were not appealed 
in 2008 and 2009 are provided in the following table. 

Cohort analysis of applications for asylum, excluding dependants, made 2008 to 
2009; initial decisions and appeals lodged, as at May 2010 (1)  

Principal applicants  

 2008  2009 (3)  

Initial decisions      

of which: initial decisions by Home Office     

Recognised as a refugee and granted asylum 4,110 3,075 

Not recognised as a refugee but granted, HP or DL 2,380 2,160 

Refused asylum, HP or DL 14,615 14,940 

Appeals lodged (2)  10,960 11,955 

Initial decisions that have not been appealed(2)  6,030 5,145 
(1) Figures rounded to the nearest five. (2) Appeals are lodged against initial decisions of 
Humanitarian Protection (HP), Discretionary Leave (DL), or refusals of asylum, HP or DL. (3 

)Provisional figures.  

The number of appeals lodged and initial decisions that have not been appealed 
includes cases where the initial decision was to grant Humanitarian Protection 
(HP) or Discretionary Leave (DL), as well as those refused asylum, HP or DL. 
Therefore, it would be inappropriate to provide a proportion in this instance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110504/text/110504w0
003.htm#110504114000027  
 

Immigration: Detention 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of (a) the 
harm caused by, and (b) the cost of, detaining children for indefinite and potentially 
lengthy periods.[HL8649] 
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Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued) 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Neville-Jones): The 
Government are committed to ending the detention of children for immigration 
purposes. When a family has no legal right to be in the UK, the Government 
believe that it is better for children for the family's departure from the country to 
take place in a managed and planned way, with the parents taking control over the 
arrangements and without the need for the UK Border Agency to enforce a 
particular method and timing of return upon them. That is the principle which 
underpins the fresh approach to managing family returns which was introduced on 
1 March. 
The average cost of detention is £110 per night. The UK Border Agency does not 
maintain separate data on the cost of detaining children. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110505w0001.htm#1105
0549000110  
 

Detention Centres: Families 
Julian Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department in how many 
cases families with children under immigration controls were (a) required to report daily, 
(b) given curfews, (c) tagged and (d) subject to additional enforcement visits to monitor 
compliance in the last 12 months. [52848] 

Reply from Damian Green: While UKBA holds information on family cases 
requested to report daily, this is not centrally recorded and to provide this 
information would require a manual case by case search at disproportionate cost. 
When an applicant is tagged they are also subject to a monitoring period (a 
curfew) so essentially these are the same. In the last 12 months (April 2010-March 
2011) eight family cases were identified as being electronically monitored. 
UKBA monitor compliance electronically using a tag and a monitoring unit. 
Enforcement visits are not conducted to monitor compliance in any circumstances. 
The only enforcement visits UKBA conduct would be with a view to arrest or 
remove.  Figures provided are provisional, based on management information, not 
subject to the detailed checks that apply for National Statistics and may be subject 
to change. 

Julian Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department in what 
proportion of immigration cases family court proceedings or legal applications prevented 
removal for the majority of the parent's time in detention in the latest period for which 
figures are available. [52849] 

Reply from Damian Green: The information requested is not held centrally by the 
UK Border Agency. 

Julian Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what criteria are 
used to determine the length of time afforded to a family to consider voluntary return. 
[52850] 

Reply from Damian Green: The length of time afforded to families to returning 
voluntarily is determined by the UK Border Agency on an individual case by case 
basis. Families being taken through the new returns process introduced from 
March 2011 have at least two weeks between a Family Return Conference and a 
Family Departure Conference to make efforts to return voluntarily. However, 
families will have had opportunities to consider and take voluntary return prior to 
the Family Return Conference, and will continue to do so as the return process 
progresses toward ensured return.  Guidance on this process is in chapter 45 of 
the Enforcement Instructions and guidance and can be found on the UK Border 
Agency website at: http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/policyandlaw/guidance/enforcement 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110428/text/110428w0
003.htm#11042889000031  
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Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued) 

Detention Centres: Families 
Julian Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
children remained in one parent's care while the other parent was detained for 
immigration purposes (a) in the most recent period and (b) in the last 10 years for which 
figures are available. [52852] 

Reply from Damian Green: The information requested is not recorded centrally 
by the UK Border Agency and could be obtained only through examination of 
individual case records at disproportionate cost. However, in response to the 
Family Removals: Thematic Inspection report by the Independent Chief Inspector 
of the UK Border Agency, the UK Border Agency has committed to improving the 
management information held on families. The UK Border Agency takes its 
responsibilities for safeguarding children seriously and where possible ensures 
that families remain together. Typically, separations would take place only in 
cases where a member of the family is also a former foreign national prisoner and 
a decision has been made to maintain their detention pending deportation. Under 
the new arrangements for managing family returns, families without any criminal 
history would only be separated in exceptional circumstances and after advice had 
been sought from the independent Family Returns Panel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/text/110503w0
002.htm#11050330000038  
 

Detention Centres: Children 
Julian Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will 
consult children’s and refugee charities on appointments to the Family Returns Panel. 
[52851] 

Reply from Damian Green: Members of the independent Family Returns Panel 
will be appointed by means of an open recruitment process in the summer. There 
are no plans to consult with children’s and refugee charities on the appointment of 
individual members but the selection criteria will take account of discussions held 
with a range of interested parties over recent months. In the meantime the current 
members of the Panel have joined it on an interim basis to get it up and running 
quickly.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110503/text/110503w0
002.htm#11050330000036  
 

Human Trafficking 
Lindsay Roy: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent steps 
she has taken to combat people trafficking. [52840] 

Reply from Damian Green: The Government are committed to tackling human 
trafficking and we are determined to build on the UK's track record in supporting 
victims and fighting traffickers. 
Despite the difficult financial climate we have set aside up to £2 million per annum 
for the next three years to fund support provision for adult victims of human 
trafficking. Furthermore, I recently wrote to the Parliamentary Scrutiny Committees 
announcing the Government's intention to opt in to the EU directive on human 
trafficking. This remains subject to parliamentary scrutiny. 
We recognise the need to continually develop the Government's anti-trafficking 
work. The human trafficking strategy, due to be published shortly, will set out our 
next steps to tackle human trafficking. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110428/text/110428w0
003.htm#11042889000035  
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Immigration and Asylum 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued) 

People Trafficking 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government why they seek to return 
victims of human trafficking to their countries of origin.[HL8719] 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Neville-Jones): All 
victims of trafficking are offered a minimum 45-day recovery and reflection period. 
Some victims are UK nationals and some are EU citizens not subject to 
immigration control. Those that are subject to control may be eligible for a 
residence permit if their personal circumstances warrant them remaining in the UK 
or if they are co-operating with the authorities in a criminal investigation or 
proceedings. Victims of trafficking may also qualify to remain in the UK for a 
reason other than their victim status under the Immigration Rules. 
However being a victim does not automatically entitle someone to remain in the 
UK indefinitely. Where a recognised victim of trafficking does not meet any of the 
above criteria the expectation must be that they return to their own country. In all 
cases voluntary departure is the preferred option and repatriation would only be 
enforced where it was deemed safe and appropriate to do so in accordance with 
the UK's domestic and international obligations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110505w0001.htm#1105
0549000113  

 
 

Press Release 

Commission proposes better management of migration to the EU 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/532&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

 
 

New Publications 

Labour mobility within the EU - The impact of enlargement and the functioning 
of the transitional arrangements 
http://www.niesr.ac.uk/pdf/270411_143310.pdf  
 
Schengen area under pressure: controversial responses and worrying signs 
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_1270_schengen_area_under_pressure_-
_controversial_responses_and_worrying_signs.pdf  

 
 

News 

EU moves to tighten border controls in Schengen zone 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-13277695  
 
Immigration of little benefit to the economy, report concludes 
 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/8487016/Immigration-of-little-benefit-to-the-
economy-report-concludes.html  
 
The family rules giving immigrants easy entry 
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/comment/columns/minettemarrin/article621156.ece  
 
 

 
7

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110505w0001.htm#11050549000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110505w0001.htm#11050549000113
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/532&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/532&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.niesr.ac.uk/pdf/270411_143310.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_1270_schengen_area_under_pressure_-_controversial_responses_and_worrying_signs.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_1270_schengen_area_under_pressure_-_controversial_responses_and_worrying_signs.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-13277695
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/8487016/Immigration-of-little-benefit-to-the-economy-report-concludes.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/8487016/Immigration-of-little-benefit-to-the-economy-report-concludes.html
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/comment/columns/minettemarrin/article621156.ece


 

Immigration and Asylum 
News (continued) 

Call for snapshots of migration 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2011/may/04/migration-museum-photography-
competition  
 
Iranians on hunger strike protest against deportation 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/may/06/iranians-hunger-strike-protest-deportation  
 
UNHCR chief calls for increased support to refugee-hosting countries  
http://www.unhcr.org/4dc16d1d6.html  
 
New help for child victims of traffickers 
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/news/New-help-for-child-victims.6764911.jp  

TOP 
 

 
 

Equality 

New Publication 

Housing benefit and welfare reform: impact of the proposed changes on black and 
minority ethnic communities 
http://www.better-housing.org.uk/files/housing/housing-brief18.zip  

 
 

News 

Reminder of consultation - Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission  
This consultation document sets out Government plans to reform the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission to ensure the EHRC no longer carries out those activities which the 
Government do not consider to be their core activities and which can be done better or 
more cost effectively by others. The Government’s vision is that the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission should become a valued and respected national institution, focusing 
on its core role as a strong, modern equality regulator and Unaccredited national Human 
Rights Institution. It should champion effective implementation of equality and human 
rights law, work strategically with a wide range of partners to build capacity, hold 
Government and others to account for their performance on equality and human rights, 
build and use a strong evidence base. The reforms also set out how the Commission 
needs to ensure it safeguards and uses public money wisely. 
To find out more about the consultation see 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 

TOP 
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Scottish Parliament Election 

Results 

Number of MSPs elected in each political party 

(figure in brackets shows the number of MSPs at the end of the last Parliament) 
 

 Constituency MSPs Regional MSPs Total 

SNP 53    (21) 16   (26) 69    (47) 

Labour 15    (37) 22    ( 9) 37    (46) 

Conservative   3    (  3) 12   (13)  15     (16*)

Liberal Democrat  2    (11)   3    ( 5)  5    (16) 

Green    -     ( - )   2    ( 2)   2     ( 2) 

Independent    -     ( - )   1    ( 1)   1     ( 1) 
 

* These figures exclude the Presiding Officer who gives up his party allegiance on 
election.  The Presiding Officer in the last Parliament, Alex Fergusson, was elected 
as a Conservative regional MSP for Galloway and Upper Nithsdale. The new Presiding 
Officer will be elected on Wednesday 11 May. 

 
 

Press Release 

Tickets for the Kirking of the 4th session of the Scottish Parliament  
The Kirking of the Fourth Session of the Scottish Parliament will take place in St Giles’ 
Cathedral on Tuesday 10 May on the eve of the first sitting of the new Parliament. Those 
attending will include the newly elected Members of the Scottish Parliament, 
representatives of Scotland’s faiths and other guests from across Scotland. To apply for 
tickets see http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/visitingHolyrood/kirking2011.htm or 
contact sp.bookings@scottish.parliament.uk / 0131 348 5200  

 
 

New Publications 

 
Scottish Parliament Information Centre Fact Sheet: List of MSPs 2011 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/factsheets/documents/MSPsA-
ZS4.pdf  
 
Key issues for the Parliament in Session 4    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-28.pdf  
 
 

News 

SNP majority for second term    
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-13319936  
 
Scottish election: What happens next?    
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-13287919 
 
SNP profile    
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-13315752   
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Scottish Parliament Election 
News (continued) 

A profile of SNP leader Alex Salmond    
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-11510394  
 
Labour leader Iain Gray to quit    
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-13312883  
 
Scots Lib Dem leader Tavish Scott quits post    
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-13321726  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Westminster 

Parliamentary Questions 

Education: Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Children 
Baroness Whitaker: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they will address the 
shortfall in the provision of the Teachers' Education Service for Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller children. 

Reply from the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill 
of Oareford): My Lords, this year the Government have allocated £201 million to 
schools for ethnic minority achievement via the dedicated schools grant. This is 
higher than the amount provided in 2009-10 via the former ethnic minority 
achievement grant. Schools may use this grant to purchase additional support for 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children or, if schools forums agree, local authorities 
may retain some or all of the allocation to deliver centralised Traveller education 
and ethnic minority achievement services. 

Baroness Whitaker: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that reasonably sympathetic 
reply, but is he aware of the NUT report of last November which found that the Traveller 
education services were taking a disproportionate share of the cuts? Eight local 
authorities had completely abolished the service. Does he agree that the 20 per cent 
drop-out rate between primary and secondary school is disastrous for Gypsy and 
Traveller employment chances and that the school exclusion rate is higher than for any 
other ethnic group? What can be done? 

Reply from Lord Hill of Oareford: My Lords, I agree with the statistics mentioned 
by the noble Baroness. Exclusion rates are, I think, three times higher for Gypsy, 
Roma and Traveller children than they are for the average of the population. Their 
achievement both at primary and secondary school is far lower. Unfortunately, the 
attainment gap over the past four years has widened rather than narrowed, 
despite all the efforts that have been made. There is clearly not a simplistic 
answer to this problem. I know that the noble Baroness has been concerned and 
acted in this area for a long time, as have other noble Lords. There is no a simple 
answer. Clearly, the Government hope to go in the direction of devolving more 
responsibility to schools. As I said in my Answer, schools forums can choose to 
carry on funding a centralised service if they think that will work better. I hope that 
the pupil premium will provide additional resources for schools where they have 
Gypsy and Roma Traveller children. A lot of this is cultural and educational. Ideas 
that the noble Baroness and other noble Lords may have as to how one can chip 
away at this problem will be gratefully received. 

Lord Laming: My Lords, does the Minister accept that the best way of hoping to 
integrate future generations of children from Traveller families is through education?  
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Other Westminster 
Parliamentary Questions (continued) 

Because of the higher levels of illiteracy in the adults and the low value which is attached 
to education in many areas, it is necessary not only to support the specialist service but 
to ensure that children are helped to get ready for school in the morning and to make 
sure that they are able to attend school on a regular basis. That is why this service is so 
important. 

Reply from Lord Hill of Oareford: My Lords, I accept the points that the noble 
Lord has made. It is the case that we are already seeing that in some parts of the 
country where the problem is more acute-because it is not geographically equal 
across the country-it will make sense for school forums to come together and to 
continue with that kind of service. 

To continue reading the lengthy question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110504-
0001.htm#11050494001509  

 
 

Alternative Vote Referendum 

Vote 2011: UK rejects alternative vote  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-13297573  
 
Alternative Vote: regional results 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-13321284  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other News 

Scottish Muslims: People who preach hate die of the hatred they have spread    
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland/Scottish-Muslims-People-who-preach.6761545.jp  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Bills in Progress      ** new or updated this week 

Bills in Progress 
Westminster 

** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/amend/am060-e.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/amend/am060-f.htm  
 
Scotland Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/scotland.html  

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator Corporate Plan (24 May 2011)    
http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=e66c5cf8-36b4-421c-93e1-f4acefffa7ec   
 
Equality Act 2010: Ending age discrimination in services, public functions and 
associations (closing date 25 May 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/equality_act_2010/age_consultation_2011.aspx  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Forced Marriage Statutory Guidance Consultation (1 July 2011)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/347416/0115668.pdf 
 
Planning for traveller sites (England and Wales) (6 July 2011) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/1886164.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Job Opportunities 

Click here to find out about job opportunities  

TOP 
 

 
 

Events/Conferences/Training           ** new or updated this week 

** this week! 
OSCR Outreach Programme: Completing OSCR Returns 
10 May 2010 in Aberdeen (10.00 – 12.30) 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator training for charity advisors to enable them to 
assist charities to complete annual and supplementary monitoring returns. For 
information see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventItem.aspx?ID=41d2239c-6e59-4edb-96ea-
cfd052854b50 or contact communications@oscr.org.uk 
 
Advancing Scotland as a Learning Society: a Community Learning and 
Development perspective 
16 May 2011 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 5.00) 
Series of seminars to explore views on advancing of Scotland as a Learning Society. We 
hope that you will all be part of this national conversation. For information see 
http://www.cldstandardscouncil.org.uk/CLD_Standards_Council/The_Standards_Council
_Conversations or contact Kirsty Horne k.horne@ltscotland.org.uk. 
 
** Ethnic Minority Workplaces Event 
10 June 2011 in Glasgow (9.45 – 2.00) 
NHS event to create awareness of Workplace Health Improvement Initiatives in addition 
to Healthy Working Lives Awards amongst ethnic minority workplaces in Glasgow. For 
information contact Mariam Abbas at mariam.abbas@ggc.scot.nhs.uk. 
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Events/Conferences/Training (continued) 

** Celebrate 60 Years of Sanctuary 
16 June 2011 in Edinburgh (6.00 – 8.00) 
Refugee Survival Trust networking evening to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the right 
to asylum as set out in the UN Refugee Convention. For information see 
http://rstnetworking.eventbrite.com/?utm_source=TMP+Supporters&utm_campaign=944c
57821f-TMP_Post_April_20114_11_2011&utm_medium=email  
 
Resource or Roadblock? Faith Community Responses to Violence Against Women 
19 May 2011 in Edinburgh (10.00 – 1.00) 
Women’s Aid seminar to explore the role that faith communities have in preventative 
measures to abuse and effective responses to disclosures of abuse. For information 
contact info@scottishwomensaid.org.uk / 0131 226 6606 
 
Youth Interfaith Conference 
21 June 2011 in East Kilbride (10.00 – 3.00) 
ACPOS conference in partnership with the Scottish Inter Faith Council for 16 to 26 year 
olds to explore interfaith in Scotland including the role of the media in portraying faith, 
faith and identity in Scotland, and hate crime. For information contact Anton Stephenson 
Anton.Stephenson@centralscotland.pnn.police.uk / 01786 456 993. 
 
** OSCR Outreach Programme: Supporting Charities in Financial Difficulties 
21 June 2011 in Inverness (2.00 – 4.30) 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator training for charity advisors only. For information 
see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventItem.aspx?ID=e7fa2654-8add-46f3-b8c5-2694d484ff50  
 
BA in Community Development programme 
Applications accepted until mid August 2011, Course begins September 2011 
The University of Glasgow's BA in Community Development is sponsored by BEMIS as 
part of its programme for capacity building strategy for the ethnic minority’s voluntary 
sector. For information see http://www.scojec.org/memo/files/adds/11iv__bemis.pdf and 
http://www.scojec.org/memo/files/adds/11iv__bemis2.pdf or contact Tanveer Parnez 
tanveer.parnez@bemis.org.uk / 0141 548 8047. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Useful Links 
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm  
 
Scottish Government  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home  
 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/  
 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   
http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID
=10013528&chk=8b2gQw  
 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 
 
One Scotland Many Cultures   http://www.scotlandagainstracism.com/  
 
Scottish Refugee Council   www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 
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Useful Links (continued) 

Scottish Inter Faith Council   http://www.scottishinterfaithcouncil.org/  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission   http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/  

Scotland Helpline     0845 604 5510 
 
Scottish Human Rights Commission   http://scottishhumanrights.com/  
 
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk 
 
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx  
 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk  
 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm  
 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/  
 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/  
 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm  
 
BBC Parliament online   
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm  

TOP 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the representative 
body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. It advances public 
understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and community, and also works 
in partnership with other organisations to promote good relations and 
understanding among community groups and to promote equality. (Scottish 
Charity SC029438)   http://www.scojec.org/ 
 
BEMIS is the Scottish national Ethnic Minorities led umbrella body, supporting, 
empowering, and building the capacity of minority third sector community 
organisations.  As a strategic partner with Government, it is proactive in 
influencing the development of race equality policy in Scotland, and helps 
develop and  progress multicultural Scotland,  active citizenship, democracy, and 
Human Rights Education at the Scottish, UK, and European levels.  
http://www.bemis.org.uk/index.html    
 

 

  

The Scottish Government is committed to promoting equality of opportunity 
and social justice for all those who live in Scotland. One Scotland is the 
Scottish Government campaign designed to tackle racism. It aims to raise 
awareness of racist attitudes, highlight its negative impact and recognise the 
valuable contributions that other cultures have made to our society – and make 
Scotland no place for racism. http://www.scotlandagainstracism.com/   
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