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All-Party Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism Inquiry into the 

Antisemitism Emanating from the Middle East Conflict of July/August 2014 

 

Click here to read the call for evidence. 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the representative body of 
all the Jewish communities in Scotland comprising Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, 
and Tayside and Fife as well as the more loosely linked groups in the Highlands, and 
students studying in Scottish Universities and Colleges. SCoJeC’s aims are to 
advance public understanding about the Jewish religion, culture, and community. It 
works with others to promote good relations and understanding among community 
groups, and represents the Jewish community in Scotland to government and other 
statutory and official bodies on matters affecting the Jewish community. 

The Scottish Jewish Community 

In Scotland, 5887 people identified themselves as ”belonging to” the Jewish religion 
in the 2011 census. While the Glasgow and East Renfrewshire conurbation 
constitutes by far the largest community, accounting for 56% of the total, there are 
people who answered the Census question as “Jewish” living throughout Scotland, 
many in rural areas, far from any organised Jewish Community. However, a question 
about religion does not identify all Jews, and the question “What religion, religious 
denomination, or body do you belong to?” (as opposed to “What is your religion?” as 
in England and Wales) even less so; and as we know only too well, it is not only 
religious Jews who can experience antisemitism. One non-religious Jew in a rural 
area recently told us that she had not ticked “Jewish” in the census “because then 
they’d know where to find you”. We have argued1 that, with a more appropriate 
definition and question, the true figure could be around 50% higher than the Census 
figure. 

1. How do you believe the nature of antisemitism in the UK has changed, if at all, 
since 2005 and what evidence do you have to support this? 

We are only able to comment on the situation in Scotland, not on the UK as a whole. 

In our response2 to the 2005-6 PCAA Inquiry, we reported that “There are many 
incidents of antisemitism in Scotland, most of them thankfully minor. They do, 
however, contribute to increasing people’s perception that Scottish society is 
becoming more antisemitic, and significantly raising the level of fear that people have 
of becoming a victim of an antisemitic incident.” 

                                            

1 How many Jews in Scotland? – well, it all depends! 

http://www.scojec.org/news/2013/13ix_census.html  

2 http://www.scojec.org/consultations/2006/06i_all-party_inquiry_into_antisemitism.pdf  

http://www.scojec.org/consultations/2014/14xi_pcaa_.pdf
http://www.scojec.org/news/2013/13ix_census.html
http://www.scojec.org/consultations/2006/06i_all-party_inquiry_into_antisemitism.pdf
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During 2012-13, the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities carried out an inquiry, 
funded by the Scottish Government, into the experience of Being Jewish in Scotland. 
The findings3 provide a comprehensive overview of what Jewish people in Scotland 
were thinking, feeling, and experiencing. Most participants spontaneously raised the 
subject of antisemitism, with comments such as "much as I like living here, it's not a 
good place to be Jewish. We're isolated, misunderstood, and there's an underlying 
hostility." and "I sometimes feel afraid of stating openly my background and beliefs. I 
see increasing hostility in my surroundings." 

Although several said they had never experienced antisemitism or even asserted that 
there is no antisemitism in Scotland, many went on to describe often quite extreme 
experiences. One such told us “I wouldn’t wear a kippah [skullcap] in the street 
because I’ve seen what happens to people who do, and that would be asking for it.” 

Without prompting, more than four fifths of respondents mentioned Israel or Zionism, 
and the conversation turned to Israel in all of our focus groups. Whatever their views 
of the situation in the Middle East, the vast majority reported discomfort with the 
undisputed increase of anti-Zionist activity in Scotland.  

On the whole, however, most reported that being Jewish in Scotland was primarily a 
positive experience, but this has significantly changed this summer (see Q3). 

Evidence from Crown Office prosecution statistics in cases of religious hatred, 
consistently indicates that, although small in absolute numbers, there are 
disproportionately many charges for “conduct derogatory to Judaism”. The 2013-14 
figures show that Jews are almost eight times (and Muslims almost three times) as 
likely as Christians to be the victim of religious hatred.4 Even if an individual Jewish 
person has not been the victim of an antisemitic incident, it is, therefore, likely that he 
or she knows someone who has, and, as the Association of Chief Police Officers in 
Scotland (ACPOS) has stated, “Whilst all crime can increase the fear of being 
targeted in people other than the victim, fear of hate crime escalates dramatically in 
those who share with an immediate victim, the same group identity that has made a 
victim a target.”5 All such incidents therefore meet the criterion to be classified as 
Critical Incidents in that “the effectiveness of the police response is likely to have a 
significant impact on the confidence of the victim, their family, or the community”.6 

2. Do you believe the sources of contemporary antisemitism have changed? 

i) The traditional sources of antisemitism in Scotland have not changed significantly 
since 2005, but they have increased in intensity during that period. These include: 

a) Christian-related 

One catalyst for the Being Jewish in Scotland inquiry was a child in a rural 
primary school who had been bullied in the school playground because “you 
killed Jesus”. When her mother went into the school to discuss it, the teacher 

                                            
3 Being Jewish in Scotland (Scottish Council of Jewish Communities, 2013) 

http://www.scojec.org/news/2013/13ix_bjis/bjis.html  

4
 Religious Hate Crime Statistics 
http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14vi_hate_crime.html  

5 Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland: Hate Crime Guidance Manual 2010   

6 Practice Advice on Critical Incident Management (ACPO NPIA) 

http://library.college.police.uk/docs/NPIA/Practice-Advice-on-CIM-Jul2011.pdf  

http://www.scojec.org/news/2013/13ix_bjis/bjis.html
http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14vi_hate_crime.html
http://library.college.police.uk/docs/NPIA/Practice-Advice-on-CIM-Jul2011.pdf
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shrugged and replied “well you did, didn’t you”. Because it was a small village 
school, the mother felt unable to complain further, fearing a backlash from 
other local residents. We received similar reports from a number of 
participants in the inquiry, and have also recently been told that “Christians 
who don't believe in Jewish deicide are having a rough time of it from fellow 
Christians.” 

b) Israel-related 

The Being Jewish in Scotland inquiry confirmed a perception that many 
Scottish people conflate Judaism with Israel, failing to make any differentiation 
between “local Jewish people” and “the actions of the State of Israel”. 
Comments included “I was at a party, I took my hat off and had a kippah on. 
The flatmate of a friend … said ‘so you like killing Palestinian children?’” and “I 
used to be proud to wear a kippah all the time, but when I lived in Edinburgh, 
was harassed several times by pro-Palestinians in Edinburgh city centre 
because of what is happening in Israel, and for refusing to take a leaflet from 
other protesters in Princes Street. Now, I do not feel safe to publicly wear a 
kippah.” 

There was also considerable concern about disproportionate interest in Israel 
from bodies such as the Scottish Parliament and Government, and the 
Scottish Human Rights Commission. There have, for example, been 51 
parliamentary motions about Israel since the last Scottish Parliament election, 
the vast majority of them condemnatory. By comparison, during the same 
period there have been only 14 about Malawi (second highest), 13 about Iraq, 
and 12 each about Syria and South Africa. Meanwhile a Member’s Motion 
condemning antisemitism has collected only 12 supporters. 

ii) In addition to these, however, the internet has risen to prominence as a source of 
antisemitic discourse, particularly on social media channels such as facebook and 
twitter, blogs, and comments under online news articles. This is not restricted to 
individuals writing in their own names, but also posting links to unacceptable pages 
and websites, and thereby disseminating them further even if not actually endorsing 
them. The intimacy of the internet has made people less inhibited about what they 
write in private but is read by a huge and unforeseeable public, and has also enabled 
antisemitic abuse to penetrate unbidden into the home and workplace, changing the 
nature of people’s experience, raising the level of many people’s anxiety, and, in 
some cases overwhelming them.  

3. Did you notice any specific differences over the summer during the period of 
increased violence in the Middle East? 

There was a very substantial spike7 in reported antisemitic incidents in Scotland 
during and immediately after Israel’s Operation Protective Edge, and members of the 
Jewish Community expressed an unprecedented level of fear and anxiety. This 
period coincided with the run-up to the independence referendum in Scotland, and 
several vociferious campaigners were active at the same time in both the Yes 
campaign and demonstrations against Israel; in some cases they made connections 
the two, for example attacking Jim Murphy MP in the context of his prominent role in 
the No campaign for his membership of Labour Friends of Israel. As a result, some 

                                            

7 Large Spike in Antisemitic Incidents in Scotland 

http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14viii_antisemitism/antisemitism.html  

http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14viii_antisemitism/antisemitism.html
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people expressed fears that Jewish people might not be safe in an independent 
Scotland.  

Referendum-related incidents included a large banner incorporating a ‘blood-stained’ 
Israeli flag, hands dripping with ‘blood’, with a picture of David Cameron and the 
slogan “End corruption – vote YES”, displayed on a bridge in an area of Glasgow 
where many Jewish people live; and an abusive personal attack on Jim Murphy MP, 
one of the most prominent “No” campaigners, by Mick Napier of the Scottish 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign, who is shown with a large “Yes” poster. 

During the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, anti-Israel protests very publicly prevented two 
non-political, cultural shows from being staged, and the level of intimidation, the 
number of demonstrators, and the discriminatory nature of the protests were 
identified and felt by many to be antisemitic. There were similar incidents on 
university campuses, and there was disappointment within the Jewish community, 
and many others, at how this was dealt with, with obvious reluctance to call in the 
police, and in some cases reluctance by the police to intervene to permit traders to 
go about their lawful business. While civic and university authorities need to act firmly 
to avoid such incidents happening and ensure that their citizens and students are 
able to go about there business without antisemitic or other racist intimidation, the 
decision of several Councils to fly Palestinian flags “in solidarity with Gaza” in fact 
sent exactly the opposite message. 

People told us they were worried, depressed, and unable to sleep, did not feel safe 
wearing a kippah or Magen David in the street, avoided colleagues and neighbours 
to forestall aggressive attempts to draw them into argument about Gaza, and several 
said they no longer feel welcome in Scotland. One mother wrote: “We are scared for 
our children's safety. We are now confining ourselves to our home more. We have 
instructed the children not to identify themselves as Jewish to anyone who doesn't 
already know. We fear the new school year. We fear bringing the children to cheder”. 
Most tellingly, the person who had previously told our Being Jewish in Scotland 
inquiry that “Scotland is a darn good place to be a Jew”, now wrote, "Feel alienated 
and no longer Scottish first, then Jewish. Feel Jewish only. Have to be very guarded 
when speaking to people. … My son asked on Friday evening if we could leave 
Scotland.” 

Typical incidents and expressions of anxiety included: 

i) Yvonne Ridley, a former parliamentary candidate for the Respect party, 
tweeted, in relation to forthcoming Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
meetings, “working to make Scotland a Zionist free zone”. 

 

ii) A phonecall to the SCoJeC office repeatedly using "Jewish", and "Israeli" 
interchangeably, coupled with words such as "evil", "vile", wicked", and 
"despicable". The caller said "I used to have friends who are Jewish, but no 
more - I want nothing more to do with people like you. … you're creating 
hatred… in Scotland for Jews.” 

 

iii) A post from a ‘facebook friend’: “so many Jewish people have powerful 
positions in so many countries. They are in control and seem able to do what 
they like. Nobody wants to upset them. Serve us all right if they ever decide 
they want more than Israel.” 

 

iv) One person wrote on facebook “I personally am going to avoid any Jewish 
gatherings in the near future. It feels to me that whatever is going to happen, it  
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will happen soon.” and another replied “I agree with you but I don't think 
avoiding all Jewish gathering is necessary. Unless it's on the streets and 
obvious of course.” 
 

v) A student told us “I did NOT feel safe living [on campus]. People are unable to 
separate politics from ethnic identity and religion.” 

 

vi) A woman looking at the Jewish Telegraph newspaper in a supermarket was 
approached by a man wearing a “Support Gaza” badge and subjected to 
verbal abuse.  
 

vii) The only physical attack of which we are aware consisted of an unidentified 
noxious substance being thrown over an employee of an Israeli-owned 
shopping stall in a large Glasgow shopping centre.  

Please see the confidential annexes for a more comprehensive list of incidents and 
expressions of fear and anxiety. 

4. What is your assessment of the policing of antisemitism? Are you aware of any 
prosecutions? 

SCoJeC has maintained close contact with senior officers from Police Scotland to 
ensure they are fully briefed on the unprecedented level of fear and apprehension felt 
by members of the Community throughout Scotland. We arranged for senior officers 
from the Safer Communities Department to meet leaders of local communities to 
hear their concerns and discuss what practical measures the police could take to 
reassure Jewish people throughout Scotland who feel vulnerable and intimidated by 
recent events. 

Both Police Scotland and Crown Office have been very supportive, urging people to 
report all incidents, and assuring the community that all reports will be followed up to 
their fullest extent. The Chief Constable, Sir Stephen House, said in September “I am 
of course concerned about the recent rise in hate incidents targeted at our Jewish 
communities. We have recorded 38 anti-Semitic hate incidents in Scotland since the 
end of June. 20 of these incidents have been recorded as crimes. To put this in some 
sort of context, the average number of incidents in Scotland over the course of an 
entire year is less than ten. The current situation is completely unacceptable to any 
decent person.”8 

We are not aware whether or not Police Scotland has formally classified these events 
as Critical Incidents, but we are clear that they meet that test, and it is certainly the 
case that some members of the Jewish community have expressed concern 
regarding the absence of a comprehensive security plan for protecting the community 
before, during, and after religious services and other communal events. The Glasgow 
Jewish Representative Council has had a local Community Emergency Plan for some 
years and plans to revise this shortly in consultation with Police Scotland and the 
CST, but the initiative should not lie with the Community itself, and in any case, this 
would not encompass the other Jewish communities in Scotland.  Concerns have 
also been expressed that the Jewish school in Glasgow is the only one in the UK that 
does not receive public funding for security. This is because the funding in England is 
provided by the Department for Education and this has not been emulated by the 
Scottish Government.  

                                            
8 Chief Constable describes current surge in antisemitism as "completely unacceptable" 

http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14ix_antisemitism/antisemitism.html  

http://www.scojec.org/news/2014/14ix_antisemitism/antisemitism.html
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5. Do you think that the Government, parliament and civil society has reacted 
responsibly in addressing antisemitic concerns, through for example 
educational programmes and public statements? Are you able to specify 
programmes that you think have been successful? 

As mentioned above, the Scottish Government funded our Being Jewish in Scotland 
inquiry in order to explore the experiences of Jewish people throughout Scotland, 
including the prevalence of antisemitism, and have now agreed to fund a follow-up 
study to bring the findings up to date. In response to the recent surge in incidents, the 
First Minister stated that “[the Scottish Government] will not tolerate any form of racial 
or religious prejudice, and that the full force of the law would be brought down on the 
perpetrators of any antisemitic incidents in Scotland.”  

However, the Scottish Government has also issued more statements relating to Israel 
than to any other country outwith the UK, including, during Protective Edge, 
procurement advice that “strongly discourages trade with illegal settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories”.9. Similarly, seven of the only eight statements that 
the Scottish Human Rights Commission has ever made about countries outwith the 
UK have been strongly critical of Israel, there have been similar statements from the 
Church of Scotland, and STUC amongst others, and a number of anti-Israel motions 
have been passed by local Councils. We are concerned that this disproportion may 
inadvertently encourage antisemitism from those who conflate the State of Israel with 
the local Jewish community.  

While we expect the recent high level of antisemitic incidents in Scotland to return to 
pre-Protective Edge levels, we are concerned that the level of online antisemitic 
discourse remains high, contributing to an atmosphere that permits antisemitism to 
flourish, and consequently to a situation in which many Jewish people feel unsettled 
and anxious. 

We are, moreover, extremely concerned that this summer’s activity has been the 
worst on record – higher even than during the second Lebanon War, and Cast Lead. 
It is not reasonable for the Jewish community constantly to live on a knife-edge in 
anticipation of another surge in response to tensions in the Middle East. In particular, 
we urge politicians and NGOs to be aware that their statements about foreign affairs 
may have unintended consequences for local communities, and to exercise the 
utmost responsibility before putting down a parliamentary Motion or issuing a press 
release. 
 

                                            
9 http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Advice-against-trade-with-illegal-settlements-1040.aspx  

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Advice-against-trade-with-illegal-settlements-1040.aspx

