
 

 
 

Water and Sewerage Charges: 
Exemption Scheme for Small Third Sector Organisations  

Response from the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 
Click here to read the consultation paper. 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the representative body of 
all the Jewish communities in Scotland. SCoJeC advances public understanding 
about the Jewish religion, culture and community, by providing information and 
assistance to educational, health, and welfare organisations, representing the Jewish 
community in Scotland to Government and other statutory and official bodies, and 
liaising with Ministers, MSPs, Churches, Trades Unions, and others on matters 
affecting the Jewish community. SCoJeC also provides a support network for the 
smaller communities and individuals and families who live outwith any Jewish 
community, and assists organisations within the Scottish Jewish community to 
comply with various regulatory requirements. SCoJeC also promotes dialogue and 
understanding between the Jewish community and other communities in Scotland, 
and works in partnership with other organisations and stakeholders to promote 
equality, good relations, and understanding among community groups.  

In preparing this response we have consulted widely among members and relevant 
constituent organisations within the Scottish Jewish community.  

------------------------------ 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities welcomes the Scottish Government’s 
intention to extend and expand the current exemption scheme for small voluntary 
organisations during the next regulatory period, as we have done the several 
previous extensions.  

1. Do you agree that the purpose of the new scheme is correct?  

We agree with the purpose of the new scheme. We particularly welcome the 
proposal to extend eligibility beyond those organisations that qualified in 1999; that 
restriction has become increasingly arbitrary and inequitable, since voluntary 
organisations that either did not exist in March 1999, or were not aware at that time 
of their eligibility for the exemption, have been unable to benefit from a scheme for 
which they would otherwise qualify. 

2. Do you agree that the principles form a sound basis upon which to design a 
new scheme?  

We agree with the principles on which it is proposed to base the new scheme. 
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3. Do you agree that the new scheme should be an exemption rather than a 
discount scheme?  

We agree that, in addition to being simpler to administer and to apply for, an 
exemption scheme would prevent the various anomalies referred to on p10 of the 
consultation paper, and provide more effective support for small and medium sized 
third sector organisations. 

4. Are there other ways in which third sector organisations which are not 
charities can demonstrate eligibility?  

We agree that income information for organisations that are not charities should be 
based on independently verified annual accounts, and in particular that eligibility 
should be based on a three-year average in order to reduce anomalies. However it 
will also be necessary to determine whether an organisation is part of the third 
sector. We generally agree with the description of a typical third sector organisation 
given on p7 of the consultation paper, but it is not clear whether the listed 
characteristics are intended to be either jointly necessary or exhaustive, and would 
suggest that a formal definition should be developed and incorporated into the 
application process. 

5. Given the additional costs of administration associated with organisations 
which are not charities, should the scheme be restricted to charities only? 

We do not agree that the scheme should be restricted to charities. There are many 
small voluntary organisations that, for one reason or another – often because they 
fear the amount of form-filling involved – have not registered as charities, but 
nonetheless provide vital services to their local community on a shoestring budget, 
often whilst struggling to find enough money for running costs, necessary 
maintenance, and, particularly in the case of the Jewish and Muslim communities, for 
security. In some cases, eligibility for the exemption scheme may make the difference 
between the organisation’s ability to continue operating or being compelled to close 
its doors, with consequent loss of provision and consequent detriment to those who 
rely on them, or at best an increase in demand on other service providers.  

6. Do you agree that, for charities, income information should be sought from 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator? 

We agree that electronic verification with OSCR is the most effective and economical 
means of confirming the income of a charity, and that eligibility should be based on a 
three-year average in order to reduce anomalies.  

7. Do you agree that membership should be renewed annually? 

Provided that the relevant administration is kept to a minimum, we do not have any 
objection to a requirement for annual renewal, although this may be burdensome on 
organisations that are not charities, and so whose eligibility cannot be checked with 
OSCR. We recommend that all beneficiaries should be notified whenever their 
membership is due for renewal. 
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8. Do you agree that the start date for the new scheme should be 1 April 2015?  

We agree that the beginning of the new regulatory period is an appropriate date to 
commence the new scheme. However, we also urge that organisations should be 
able to apply to join the scheme in any year of the regulatory period, and that there 
should not only be a one-off opportunity to do so in 2015. In order to avoid the 
probability that some organisations will not realise the current scheme has ended, 
and therefore fail to apply for the new scheme before the deadline, we urge that all 
current beneficiaries should be notified that they will need to reapply. 

9. Do you agree that transitional measures are required to assist those 
organisations which lose their current exemption?  

We strongly agree with the necessity for transitional measures to assist those 
organisations that currently benefit from an exemption, but that will not qualify under 
the new scheme.  

10. Do you agree that a two year notice period for those organisations losing 
exemption is reasonable?  

We agree that a two year notice period should be sufficient to enable relevant 
organisations to make the relevant financial adjustment.  

11. Do you agree that the new scheme should be reviewed after 2 years to ensure it 
is operating as envisaged?  

We agree that the new scheme should be reviewed after two years to ensure that all 
relevant organisations are benefitting as envisaged. 

 

 


