
The Way Ahead: North Lanarkshire Consultation on Savings Options 

Response from the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

Click here to read the consultation paper. 

The results of the 2011 census are not yet available, but we would expect it to show a similar 
pattern to that revealed by the 2001 census, which indicated there were 6580 people who 
currently identify as Jewish living in Scotland. (It is generally agreed this is likely to under-
report the true figure by between 10% and 25%.1 As a first estimate, the number of people 
who said either that they currently belong, or were brought up as Jewish was 8365.)  The 
majority of Jewish people live in East Renfrewshire with smaller but significant communities in 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, and Aberdeen. From the 2001 census it is evident that there 
are people who identify as Jewish in every local authority area in Scotland, including at least 
64 in North Lanarkshire, (subject to the above caveats) excluding people who work or study in 
the authority area but do not live there. It is, however, important to look beyond the census 
statistics when planning service provision. 

Some Jewish people may choose, for personal reasons, not to live within the larger 
communities where the religious, educational and welfare organisations are based, but 
information collected during the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities’ recent Being Jewish 
in Scotland survey2 indicates that many of those people still strongly identify with Judaism, 
both religiously and culturally. The Being Jewish in Scotland survey was a small-scale inquiry 
carried out by Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC), with funding from the 
Scottish Government. Its dual aims were to set up a series of on-going events to connect 
Jewish people around Scotland to each other, and to gather information about people’s 
experiences of growing up, living and working in Scotland. The resulting data is intended for 
use in both planning the work of SCoJeC and providing input to the planning process for 
statutory bodies e.g. Local Authorities, Health Boards and Government Departments. 

Jewish people living in North Lanarkshire will come from a wide range of backgrounds, age 
ranges, types and levels of employment, and have the same general concerns about services 
provided by North Lanarkshire Council as the rest of the population. However, our experience 
shows that even those who live outwith any settled Jewish community or who have very little 
contact with the community frequently prefer to access faith specific facilities and support 
during major life events or at times of stress. Experience also shows us that whilst local 
councils and provider organisations can provide culturally sensitive services, they are not 
generally equipped to provide the faith specific services that people require and that this is 
often most successfully provided by Jewish communal organisations. 

Welfare: There are a number of Jewish welfare organisations, which are often thought of as 
being in Glasgow (as they historically were) but are technically based in East Renfrewshire, 
and which also receive some funding to provide services to people living in the immediate 
vicinity, in particular Glasgow and South Lanarkshire. In addition there are some smaller 
supports available via the Edinburgh, Dundee and Aberdeen communities.  

Jewish Care Scotland (JCS)3, in a unique partnership with East Renfrewshire Council CHCP 
provides a statutory social work service and registered Day Care Services to the Jewish 
                                                            
1  See Editorial note to Scottish Jewry in the 2001 census, Marlena Schmool, Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities, 2008, http://www.scojec.org/resources/files/census.pdf  
2  http://www.scojec.org/news/2012/12vii_bjis/bjis.html  
3  http://www.jcarescot.org.uk  
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community in the area. Approximately one third of their staff is either seconded from East 
Renfrewshire Council or have salaries covered by the council. JCS also receives some 
additional income from Glasgow City Council for individuals who are using their services.  In 
additional to statutory provision, non-statutory support and advocacy is provided by workers 
employed solely by the charity. JCS volunteers supplement the service in a variety of roles 
including befriending. 

Recently JCS reported an increase in demand for their services from outwith East 
Renfrewshire since articles about them appeared in Four Corners4, the quarterly newsletter 
published by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities, mainly for isolated Jewish 
individuals and the smaller communities in Scotland 

Jewish Care Scotland is a small organisation with 30 staff and approximately 130 volunteers, 
which recognises its responsibility to Jewish people throughout Scotland, but is finding it 
difficult to develop a model to provide appropriate services to people in widely dispersed 
areas. As a result, these doubly vulnerable people in remote areas struggle to access the 
faith-specific services they require. 

Other relevant organisations include: 

Cosgrove Care5 is a registered social care provider that offers supported living, floating 
support, and supported employment opportunities to people with learning disabilities and 
people with mental health issues. Whilst Cosgrove Care contracts are primarily with East 
Renfrewshire Council, they also provide services to individuals in surrounding local authorities 
and receive requests for services from further afield. The Cosgrove Care model does allow 
some flexibility as people can use personalised budgets to purchase support. In the past they 
have taken a staff group to Edinburgh and worked with local volunteers to provide a small 
summer playscheme for children with learning disabilities, but this proved costly and will be 
more difficult to replicate within current financial constraints and tighter staffing ratios within 
the core service. 

Arklet Housing Association6 (formerly Glasgow Jewish Housing Association) is a major 
provider of social housing in East Renfrewshire. Arklet works in close co-operation with 
Jewish Care Scotland and Cosgrove Care and operates two developments specifically for the 
Jewish community with kosher facilities, as well as mainstream housing in both East 
Renfrewshire and Glasgow. Due to fluctuations in demand these services have recently been 
expanded to the wider community. Access is via East Renfrewshire Housing Register or 
Arklet’s own waiting list.  

Newark Care is a Registered Charity which operates two purpose-built, 40 bed registered 
care homes for the elderly in East Renfrewshire, offering residential, nursing, and palliative 
care and providing kosher catering and an on-site synagogue at each location . As with all 
such establishments access is available to individuals who are able to fund themselves and to 
local authorities wishing to make an appropriate placement.  

Education: Access to Calderwood Lodge Jewish Primary School7, the Jewish denominational 
school operated by East Renfrewshire Council, is entirely by placing request, and is available 

                                                            
4 http://www.scojec.org/4cs/4cs.html  
5  http://www.cosgrovecare.org.uk  
6  http://www.scottishhousingconnections.org/HA/Arklet/  
7  http://www.ea.e-renfrew.sch.uk/calderwoodlodge/  
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to Jewish children from outwith the Local Authority whose parents are willing to transport 
them to the school. Jewish people wishing to provide other Jewish education for their children 
would require to engage private tuition or encourage their children to participate in some of 
the informal education provided by youth groups and other communal organisations.  

There are also a number of smaller communal organisations, or local branches of UK-wide 
organisations providing, amongst others, services for the bereaved, Holocaust survivors, and 
people experiencing domestic violence. Funding arrangements for these vary, but there may 
be some element of cross-boundary charge for Jewish people living in the North Lanarkshire 
Council area.  

The development of Self Directed Care, and Personalised Budgets, may result in Jewish 
people from local authorities outwith East Renfrewshire choosing to purchase support from 
the above organisations, and several are already starting to consider the practical and 
financial planning issues associated with developing a model that would enable them to 
provide services in different ways. 

While we appreciate that North Lanarkshire Council is, of necessity, seeking to make savings 
in these and other areas. It is, unlikely that the number of local people from the Jewish 
community, who require faith specific support, will be more than one or two at any given time, 
and the benefits of achieving both culturally and faith appropriate provision go beyond the 
merely financial. We therefore urge the Council to enter into discussions with relevant 
organisations in order to facilitate effective, appropriate, and cost-effective service provision 
for local residents. 

As the democratically accountable umbrella body of Scotland’s minority communities, the 
Scottish Council of Jewish Communities works closely with the Jewish communal 
organisations and dispersed communities.  We are able to foster a feeling of community that 
transcends locality, and at the same time promote a distinctiveness that goes hand in hand 
with cohesion and are therefore uniquely placed to advise regarding planning and delivery of 
services to Jewish people.   

Information about the community is available from the resources page of our website, 
www.scojec.org, and you may find Scotland’s Jews8 of particular interest.  
 
------------------------------------------ 

Note: The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the representative body of all 
the Jewish communities in Scotland comprising Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and Dundee 
as well as the more loosely linked groups of the Jewish Network of Argyll and the Highlands, 
and of students studying in Scottish Universities and Colleges. SCoJeC is Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation SC029438, and its aims are to advance public understanding 
about the Jewish religion, culture and community.  It works with others to promote good 
relations and understanding among community groups and to promote equality, and 
represents the Jewish community in Scotland to government and other statutory and official 
bodies on matters affecting the Jewish community. 

In preparing this response we have consulted with organisations and individuals in the 
Scottish Jewish community who have experience in this field.  

 
8  http://www.scojec.org/resources/files/scotlands_jews.pdf  
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